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V>In the tenth day of September, 1794* a Special Comtniffion of 
Oyer and Terminer was iffued under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain to inquire of certain High TreaCoqs and Mifprifions pf 
Treafon within the County of Middlefex. 

On Thurfday, the fecond of OSober, the Special Commif* 
fion was opened at the Seffion Houfe in Clerkenwell : 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable Sir JAMES EYRE, Knt. 

Lord Chief Juftice of his Majefty's Court of Common Pleas ; 

The Right Honourable Sir ARCHIBALD MACDONALD, 

' Knt. Lord Chief Bafon of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer ; 

The Honourable Sir BEAUMONT HOTHAM, Knt. 
one of the Barons of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer ; 

The Honourable Sir FRANCIS BULL^ER, Baronet, one of 
the Juftices of his Majefty's Court of .Common Pleas ; 

The Honourable Sir NASH GROSE, Knt, one of the 
Juftices of his Majefty's Court of King's Bench ; 

The Honourable Sir SOULDEN LAV/RENCE, Knt. 
one of the Juftices of his Majefty's Court of King's Bench \ 

And Qtjicrs his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

8 ' After 



( a ) 

After the ComflfiiffioQ had bcpn read, the Sheriff delivered ii;i 
the pannel of the Grand Jwjr, which was called over, whea thci 
following Gentlemen vverc fworn. 



TME GRJNU JURr. 



Bfnjaniin 

John H^.nry Schneider, Ef^. 
Edward Ironfide, Efq. 
Benjamin Kenton, Efq. 
Rawfon Hart Boddam, El^, 
John Aris, Efq. 
William Pardee Alkt, Efq. 
John Perry, Efq* 
Henry Peter Kuff, Efq. 
Thomas Winflow, Efq. 
Thomas Cole, Efq. 



Winthrop, Efq. 

Samuel Hawkins, Eiq« 
George Ward, Efq, 
Tboipas Boddam, Efq, 
Jofeph Lancafter, Efq. 
Robert Wilkinfon, Efq. 
^Ocorge Galway Milk, E(q» 
penry Wright, Efq. 
John Hatcjiett, E(<j. 
Rowland Stephenfon, Efq. 
Johi^ Campbell, Efq. 
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LORD CHIEF JUSTICE EYRE, 

Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueft, - 
You are affembled under the authority of the King's commif- 
£on, which has been iflued for the hearing and determining of 
the ofFences of high treafon, and mifprifion* of treafon, againft 
the perfon and authority of the King, 

That which hath given occafion for this commlfllon is that 
which is declared by a late ftatute, namely, " That a traiterous 
** and detefts^le confpiracy has been formed for fubvcrting the 
** exifting laws and conftkution, and for introducing the fyftem 
** of anarchy aad confufion which has fo lately prevailed in 
** France;" a crime of that deep malignity whjch loudly calls 
«pon the juftice of the nation to intcrpofe, " for the better pre- 
^* fervation of his Majefty's facred perfon, and for fecuring the 
*^ peace, and the laws and liberties of this kingdom." 

The firfl: and eflfeftivc ftep in this, as in the ordinary criminal 
proceedings, is, that a Grand Jury of the country (hould make 
public inquifition for the King, fliould diligently inquire, dif- 
cover, and bring forward to tlie view of the criminal magiftratc, 
thofe offences which it is the objedt of this fpecial comhxiflioii to 
hear and to determine. 

You are Jurors for o«r Sovereign Lord the King ; you are fo 
ftiled in every indiftment which is prefented ; but let the true 
nature of this feryice be underftood. The King commands you 
to enter upon this inquiry ; but the royal authority in this, as in 
all its other fun£tion$, i? exerted, and operates ultimately for the 
benefit of his people. It is the King's objeft, his duty, to vindi- 
cate his peace, his crown, and dignity, . becaufe his peace, his 
crown, and dignity, are the fubjeas* protedtion, their fecurity, 
and their happinefe. 

It is ultimately for tliem that the law$ have thrown extraordi- 
nary fences around the perfon and authority of the King, and 
jthat all attempts againft the one or the othef are confidered 
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as the higheft crimes which can be committed, and are punifhe4 
witli a ievcriry which nothing but the falus populi can juftify. 

The buGnefs of this day calls upon rne (in order that you may 
the better underftand the fubjea which is to come before you) 
to open to you the nature of that offence, which I have before 
fpoken of in general. 

An ancieut ftatute, 25 Edward III, has declared and defined 
it. I fliall ftate- to you fo much of that declaration and defini- 
tion as appears to ine to have any probable relation to the bufi- 
ncfs of this day. 

By tliat ftatute it is declared to be high treafon to compafs or 
imagine the death of the King, provided fuch compaffing and 
invagination be nianifefted by fome a£l or adts proved (by two 
witneffes) to have been done by the party accufed in profecution 
of that compaffing and imagination ; that is, from the moment 
that this wicked imagination of the heart is aSed upon, that any 
fteps are taken in any manner conducing to the bringing about 
and effeding the defign, the intention becomes the cringe, and 
the meafure of it is full. 

Thcfe a£ls or fteps are technically denominated Ov^tt A&.$[ 
and the forms of proceeding in cafes of this nature require that 
thefe overt a^s ftiould be particularly fet forth in every indi£t-r 
ment of treafon ; and, from the nature of them, they muft con? 
ftitute the principal head of inquiry for the Grand Jpry. 

Thefe overt afts involve in them two diftinft confiderations ; 
J ft, The matter of fafl: qf which they coniU^ ; in tlie next place^ 
the relation of that fa£l to the defign. 

Withrefpe6t to the mere matter of fa£ty it \vill be for the 
Grand Jury to inquire into the true ftate qf it ; and I can have 
very little' to offer to your confideration refpefUng it : and, with 
refpeft to the queftion, whether the faft has relation to the de- 
fign, fo as to conftitute an overt a(ft of this fpecies of treafon, 
which involves cpnfiderations both of faft and of lavv, it is im- 
poffible that any certain rule fliould be laid down for your go* 
yernraent ; overt a£ls being in their nature all the poffible means 
yybich may be ufcd in the profecution of the end pro|)ofed ; they 



-. < 5 ) 

fean be ho otherwlfe defined, and muft remain for ever infinitely . 
various. 

Thus far I can inform you : that occafions have unhappily, but 
too frequently, brought overt afts of this fpecies of treafon under 
fconfideration ; in confequence of which we are furnifhed with ju- 
dicial opinions upon many of them ; and we are alfo furnifhed 
with opinions (drawn from thefe fources) of text writers— fome 
bf the wiieft and moft enlightened men of their time, whofe in- 
tegrity has been always confidered as the raoft prominent feature 
of their charafter, and whofe doSrincs do now form great land- 
marks, by which pofterity will be enabled to trace, witli a great 
degree of certainty, the boundary lines between liigh treafon, 
and offences of a lower order and degree. 

It is a fortunate circuniflancb that We are thus afTifted ; for it 
.is not to be diflembled that, though the crime- of high treafon i$ 
** the greatefl crime againfl faith, duty, and human fociety," 
and though " the public is deeply interefled in every profecution 
of this kind, well founded," there hath been, in the befl times, 
a confiderable degree of jealoufy on the fubjcft of profecutions 
tor high treafon ; they are ftate profecutions, and the corife- 
quences to the party accufed are penal in the extreme. 

Jurors arid Judges ought to feel an extraordinary anxiety that 
profecutions of this nature (hould proceed upon folid grounds. 
I can eafily conceive, therefore, that it mufl be a great relief to 
Jurors placed in the refponfible fituatioh in which you now 
{bnd> bound to do juftice to their countfy and to the perfons 
ACCufed, ind anxious to difcharge this truft faithfully; fure I 
am that it is confolation and comfort to us, who have upon us 
the refponfibility" of declaring what the law is in cafes in which 
the public and the individual are fo deeply interellcd ; to have 
fuch men as the great Sir Matthew Hale, and an eminent Judge 
of our own times, who, with the experience of a century, con- 
curs with him in opinion, Sir Michael Fofter, for our guides. 

To proceed by fleps : from ihek writers upon the law of 
treafori (virho fpeak, as I have before obferved, upon the Autho- 
rity of adjudged cafes) we learn, that not only a6ls of immediate 
and dire<£l attempt againfl the King's life are overt afts of com- 
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pa'fling his death, but that all the remoter flcps, taken with a view t& 
afBft to bring about the aftual attempt, are equally overt a£ls of 
this fpecies of ireafon ; even the meeting and the confulting what 
fteps (hould be taken in order to bring about the end propofed, 
has been always deemed to be an aft done in profecution of the 
defigh^ and as fuch an overt a£k of this trcafon — This is our firit 
ftep in' the prefent inquiry. I proceed to obferve that the overt 
2&S I have been now fpeaking of have reference, nearer or more 
renwte, to a dire£t and immediate attempt upon the hfe of the 
Krng ; but that the fame authority infoms us, that they who- 
aim direftly at the life of the^ King (fuch, for inftance, as the 
perfons^ who were concerned in the affaffination plot in the reign 
of King William) are not the only perfons who can be faid to 
compafs or imagine the death of the king. The entering into 
meafures which, in the natu^re of things, or in the common ex- 
perience of mankind, do obvioufly tend to bring the fife of the 
King into danger, is alfa compafling and imagining the death of 
the King ; and the meafures which are taken will be at once 
evidence of the conrpafling, and overt a£ls of it. 

The inftances which are put by Sii? Matthew Hale and Sir 
Michael Fofter (and upon which there have been adjudged cafes) 
are of confpiraciey to- depofe the Kuig ; to imprifon him ; to- 
get his perfon into the power of the conspirators ; fo. procure an- 
invafion of the' kingdom. The firft of thefc, apparently the 
ftrongeft cafe, and coming the nearcft to the diredl attempt 
againft the life of the King;, the lad, the fartheft removed from- 
that dire£t attempt, but being a meafure tending to deftroy the 
public peace of the country, to introduce hoflilities, and the ne- 
ceflity of refifting forcfe by force, and where it is obvious that the 
conflidJ has an ultimate tendency to bring the perfon and life 
of the King into jeopard'y ; it is taken to be a found conftrudlion. 
of .the ftatutc 2^5 Edward III, and the clear law of the land, that 
this alfo is compaffing and imagining the death of the King. 

If a confpiracy to depofe or to imprifon the King, to get his 
perfon into the power of the confpirators, or to procure an inva- 
fion of the kingdom, involves in it the compafSng and imagin- 
ing of his death, and if fteps taken in profecution of fuch a coa- 
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fpiiracy are rightly deemeci overt a£b of die trcafon of litiaginirig 
and compaf&ng the King's death ; need I add, that if it iiiouI4 
appear that it has entered into the heart of any naan, who is a 
fubjcdl of this coi^ntty, to dcfignto overthrovlr the whole govern- 
ment of the country, to pull down and to fubvert from its ver/ 
Foundations the Britifh monarchy, that glorious fabric which it 
has been the work of ages to ereft, maintain, and fuppdrt, 
which has been cemented with the beft blood of out anccftors ; 
to defign fuch a horrible ruiri and dcvaftation, virhicli no Kiiig 
could furvivei a crime of fuch a magnitude that no la»{rgiver iri 
this country hath ever ventured to contemjilate it in its whole 
extent ; need I add, I fay, that the complication arid the enor- 
mous extent of fuch a defigri will not prevent its being diflin£tly 
feen, that the compaffing and imagining the death of the King 
is invblvea in it, is in truth of its very effence. 

Thiis is too |)lain a cafe to require further illuftration from 
me. If any man of plain fcnfe, but riot coriverfartt with fubjedb 
of this nature, fliould feel himfelf difpofed to afls. whether a co|i- 
Fpiracy of this nature is to be reached by this medium only j 
whether it is a fpecific trcafon to compafs and imagine the death 
of the King, and not a fpecific treafon to confpire to fubvert th^ 
monarchy itfelf; Hnfwer, that the flat ute of Edward III, by 
which we ate governed, hath not declared this (which irtall juft 
theory of treafon is the grcateft of all treafons) to bs high 
trcafon. 

I faid no lawgiver had ever Ventured to cotltcihplate it in it$ 
whole extent; the feditio regni, fpoken of by fome of our an* 
cient writers, comes the heareft to it, but falls far fhort of it : 
t>erhaps if it werenbw aqueftion Whether fuch si confpiracy fhould 
be mide a fpecific trcafon, it might be argued* to be unneceffary : 
that in fecuring the perfon and authority of the King from all 
danger, the monarchy, the religion aiid laws of ourxountry arc 
incidentally fecured ; that the donftitution of our government is 
fo framed, that the imperial drown of the realm is the common 
centre of the whole ; that all traiterous attempts upon ahy j>aft 
of it are inftantly commuriicated to that Centre, and felt there; 
. and that, as upon every principle of public policy and jnftice 
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thfey ire t)tinlfhable as traiterous attempts agalnfi: the King's per-* 

• (otioT authority, and will, according to the particular nature of the 
' traiterous attempt, fall within one or other of the fpecific tf eafon» 

• againft the King, declared by the ftatute of 25 Edtvard III j 
' this greateft of all treafons is fuf&ciently provided dgaiiift 

by law. 

Gehtlemett, I prefume I hardly need give you this cnution^ 
that though it has been exprefsly declared, by the higheft autho- 
rity, that there do exift in this Country men Capable of medi- 
tating the deftruflidn of the conllitution under which we live ; 
that declaration, being extrdjudicial,* is not si ground upon which 
you ought to proceed. 

In confequehce of that declaration it became a public aild in- 
dlfpenfable duty of his Majefty to inftitute this folemn proceed- 
ing, and to impofe ujK>n you the painful talk of examining the 
accufations which fhall be brought before you ; but it will be 
your duty to examine them in a regtilar judicial courfe, that is^ 
by hearirlg the evidence, and forming your own judgment 
upon it* 

And here, as I do hot think it neceflary to trouble you with 
obferVatibns upon the other branches of the ftatute 25 Edward 
III, the charge to the grand iilqufcft ntight coriclude ; had not 
the particular nature of the CorlfpirjlCy, alledged 40 have been 
formed agairift the ftdte, been difclofed, and made matter of public 
notoriety by the reports of the two houfes of parliament, now in 
t every 6iie*s hands: but thait being the cafe, I am apptehetifive 

• that I Ihall not be thought to have fulfilled the duty, vvhich the 
Judge owes to the Grahd Jury^ when queftions in the criminal 
law arife on new and extraordinary cafes of fa6^ ; if I did not 
plainly and diftindUy ftate what I conceive the law to be, or 
what doubts I eorieeive may arife in law, upon the facls which 

; are likely to be laid before you, according to the different points 
,' of view in which thofe fafts may appear to you. 

It is matter of public notoriety that there have beeii dflbci^- 
tions formed in this COurity, and in other parts of the kingdoili^ 
the profefled purpofe bf which has been a change in the conftitu- 
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: tiod df the cortimons houfe of parliament, and the obtaining of 
annual parlianfents ; and that Co fome of thefe aflbciations other 
purpofes, bidden under this »veil, purpofes the moft traiterous, 

• have been imputed ; and that fome of thefe affociations have been 

- fuppofed to have a<5i:ually adopted meafares of fuch a nature, and 
to have gone into fuch etcefTes, as will amount to the crime of 
high treafon. 

If there be gtound to corifider the profeffed purpofe of any 6f 
thefe aflbciations, ^ refdriti in parliament, as mere colour, artd 
as a pretext held out in order to cover deeper defigns — dcfigrts 
againft the Whold conftitutidn and goverriment of the country; 
the cafe of thbfe embarked in fuch dcfigns is tliat which I have 
already cJonfidcred. Whether this be fo, or not, is mere matter 
of faft ; as to which I (ball only remind you, that an inquiry 
into a charge of this nature, which undertakes to make out that the 
oftenfible purpofe is a mere veil, under which is concealed a trai- 
terous confpiracy, requires cool and deliberate examination, and 
the moft attentive confideration -, and that the refult (hould be 
. perfedlly clear and fatisfaftory. In the affairs of common life, 
.no man is juftified in imputing to another a meaning contrary 
to what he himfelf expreffes, but upon the fulleft evidence* Oil 
the other hand, where the charge can be made out, it is adding 
to the crime meditated the dcepeft diflimulation and treachery, 
with refpedl to thofe individuals, who may be drawn in to em- 
■ bark in the oftenfible purpofe, as well as to the public, againfl: 
which this dark myftery of wickednefs is fabricated. 

But if we fuppofe thefe aflbciations to adhere to the profefled 

- purpofe, and to have no other primary obje6t, it may be afked, 
is it poflible, and (if it be poffible) by what procefs is it, that an 
afibciation for the reform of parliament can work itfelf up to the 
crime of high treafon ? All men may^ nay, all men muft, if they 
poflefs the faculty of thinking, reafon upon every thing which 
fufficientlyintereftsthem to become obje<Sb of their attention, and 
amongtheobjefts of the attention of free men, the principles of go- 
vernment, the conftitution of particular governments, and, above 
all, the conftitution of the government under which they live, will 
naturally engage attention, and provoke fpeculation* The powef of 
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communication of thoughts and opinions is the gift of God, and thtf 
freedom of it is the fource of all fcience, the firft fruits and the ul- 
timate hapj^inefs of fociety ; and therefore it fecms to follow, that 
human laws ought not to interpofe, nay, cannot interpofe, td 
prevent the communication of fentiments and opinions in volun- 
tary aflemblies of men ; all which is true. With this fingle refer- 
vation, that thpfe aflemblies are to be fo compofed, and fo co0- 
dudled, as not to endanger the public peace and good order of 
the government under which they live ; and I fhall not flate 
to you that aflbciations and aflemblies of men, for the purpofe 
of obtaining a reform in the interior conftitution of the Britifli 
parliament, are fimply unlawful; but, on theother hand, I mufl 
ftate to you, that they may but too eafily degenerate, and be- 
come unlawful, in the higheft degree, even to the enormous ex- 
tent of the crime of high treafon. 

The procefs is very fimple : let us imagine to ourfelves fliis 
cafe : a few well meaning men conceive that they and their fel- 
low fubjefts labour under fome grievance; they aflemble peace- 
ably to deliberate ort the means of obtaining redrefs; the numbers 
increafe; the difcuflion grows animated, eager, and violent; 
a rafli meafure is propofed, adopted, atid afted upon ; who can 
fay where this {hall flop, and that thefe men, who originally 
affembled peaceably, fliall not finally, and fudderily too^ involve 
themfelves in the crime of high treafon. It is apparent how^ 
eafily an impetuous man may precipitate fuch aflemblies int<J 
crimes of uriforefeen magnitude, and danger to the ftate : but, 
let it be confidered, that bad men may alfo find their way into 
fuch aflemblies, and ufe the innocent purpofes of their affociationi 
as the ftalking horfe to their purpofes of a very different conj- 
plexion. How eafy for fuch men to praftife upon tl^ credulity 
and the enthufiafm of horiefl: men, lovers of their cfountry, loyal 
to tfieir prince, but eagerly bent upon fome fpeculative improve- 
ments in the frame, and internal mechariifm of the government? 
If we fuppofe bad men to have once gained an afcendancy in an 
aflembly of thisdelcription, popular in its conftitution, and hav- 
ing popular obje&s ; how eafy is it for fuch men to plunge fuch 
%ix .afleintly iato the moft criminal exceflTes ? Thus far I am 
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fpeakmg in general, merely to illuftrate the propofition, that men 
who aflemble in order to procure a reform of parliament may in- 
volve tliemfelves in the guilt of high treafon. 

The notoriety to which I have alluded leads metafuppofc, 
that the project of a convention of the people to be aflbmbled 
tinder the advice and direftion of fome of thefe focieties, or of de- 
legations fi-om them, will be the leading fad, which will be 
laid before you in evidence, refpefting the conduft, and meafurcs 
of thefe aflbciations ; a projecft, which perhaps, in better timcs^ 
would have been hardly thought worthy of grave confideration ; 
but, in thefe our days, having been attempted to be put in exe- 
cution in adiftant part of the united kingdoms, and, with the ex- 
ample ofa neighbouring country before our eyes ; is defervedly be- 
come an objedl of the jealoufy of our laws : it will be your duly 
to examine the evidence on this head very carefully, and to fift 
it to the bottom ; to confider every part of it in itfelf, and as It 
ftands connedled with other parts of it, and to draw the conclu- 
fion of fa<ft, as to the exiftence, the nature, and the objeft of this 
project of a convention, from the whole. 

In the courfe of the evidence you will probably hear of bodies 
of men having been collefted together, of violent refolutions 
voted at thefe and at other meetings, of feme preparation of ofFen- 
five weapons, and of the adoption of the language, and manner 
of proceeding of thofe conventions in France, which have pof- 
feffed themfelves of the government of that country : I dwell not 
on thefe particulars, becaufe I confider them, not as fubftantivc 
treafons, but, as circumftanccs of evidence, tending to afcertain 
the true nature of the obje<St which thefe perfons had in view, 
and alfo tlie true nature of this projefl: of a conventbn, and to 
be confidered by you in the mafs of that evidence ; which evi- 
dence it does not fall within the province of the cliarge to con- 
fider in detail ; my prcfentduty is, to inform you what the law 
is upon the matter of fadl, which in your judgment fliall be the 
refult of the eridence. 

I prefume that 1 have fufficientTy explained to you that a pro- 
je£t to bring the people together in convention, in imitati6n bf 
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,tnofc national conventions which we have lieard of In France; 
in order to ufurp the government of the country, and any one 
ftep taken towards bringing it about, fuch as, for inftance, con- 
fultations, forming of committees to confider of the means, ail- 
ing in thbfe fcommittees, would be a cafe of nd difficulty that it 
would be the cleareft high treafon ; it would be compaffing and 
imagining the King's death, and not only his death, but the 
' death and deftrudtionof all order, religion, laws, all property, ail 
' fecurity for the lives and liberties of the King's fubjedis. 

That which remains to be confidered is, the pfoje6l of a con- 
vention having for its fole objeft the efFefting a change in the 
mode of reprefentation of the people in parliament, and thfc 
obtaining that parliaments fliould be held annually ; and here 
there is room to diftinguifli* Such a projeft of a convention^ 
taking it to be criminal, may be criminal in different degrees, 
according to the cafe in evidence, from whence you are to col- 
- left the tiue nature and extent of the plan, and the manner in 
which it is intended to operate ; and it will become a queilioii 
of great importance, under what clafs of crimes it ought to be 
raoged, 

III determining liport the compiexiori and quality of this pro- 
jeft of a convention J you will lay down to yourfelves one priit- 
ciple which is never to be departed from, that alterations in the 
reprefentation of the people in parliament, or in the law for hold- 
ing parliaments, can only be efFcfted by the authority of the King,- 
Lords, and Conimons, in parliament affembled. This being 
taken as a foundation ^ it feems to follow as a neceflary confe- 
quenc'e^ that a ptojeft of a coilveritiorf, which fliould have for 
its objecSt the obtaining a parliamentary reform' without tke au-^ 
thority of parliament, 2lnd fleps taken upon it, would be higTt 
treafon in all the aftors in it; for this is a confpirsfcy to overturn 
the government. The government cannot be faid to ej^ifl, if 
the functions of legiflation arc ufurped for a moment; and it thert 
becomes of little confequence irtdeed, that the original cbnfpifa- 
tors, perhaprs, had only meditated a plan of moderate reform : it 
is, in the nature of things,, that the power fliould go out of thdir 
hands, and be beyond the reach of their controuL A eonfpi- 
racy of this nature is therefore, at beft, a conspiracy to overturri 
J the 
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the government, in order to new modelit, which is, hi effeft/ 
to introduce anarchy, and that which anarchy may chance to 
fettle down into; after the King may have been brought to the 
fcafFold, and after the country may have fufFcred all the miferics 
which difcord and civil war fli^ll have produced, 

Whether the projeft of a convention, having for its objeft 
the coUefting together a ppwer which fhould overawe the legiC- 
lative body, and extort a parliamentary reform from it, if a£ted 
upon, will alfo amount to high treafon, and to the fpecific treafon 
of compafling and imagining the King's death, is a more doubt? 
fal quefrion. Tlius far is cleat ; a force upon the parliament 
muft be immediately direfled againft the King, who is an inte-? 
gral part of it ; it muft reach the King, or it can have no eflFe£t 
at all.' Laws are enabled in parliament by the King's Majefty, 
by and with the advice and confent of the Lords and Commons, 
in paliament aflembled. A force meditated againft the parlia- 
ment, is therefore a foice meditated againft the King, and feems 
to fall within the cafe of a force meditated againft the King^ to 
compel him to alter the meafures of his government : but, in 
that cafe, it does not appear to me that I am warranted by the 
authorities to ftate to you, as clear law, that the mere confpi- 
racy to raife fuch a force, and the entering into confultations re- 
fpefting it, will alone, and without aftually raifing the force, 
conftitute the crime of high treafon. What the law is in that 
cafe, and what will be the efFedt of the circumftance of the force 
being meditated againft tKe King in parliament, againft the King 
in the cxercife of the royal funftion in a poirft which is= of the 
very eflence of his monarchy, will be fit to be folemnly confi- 
^ered; and determined when the cafe ihall arife. 

It may be ftated to you as clear, tjiat the proje£l of 2{ conven- 
tion, having for its fole obje(El a dutiful and peaceable application 
to the wifdom of parliament on the fubjeil of a wifhed-for re- 
form, which application flioul4 l>e entitled to weight and credit 
from the univerfality of it, but fl^ould ftill le^ve to the parlia- 
jnent the freeft exergife of its difcretion to grant or to refufe the 
prayer of the petition, (great as the refponfibility will be on the 
perfons concerned in it, in refpeiSl of the many probable, and all 
fhe ppffible, ba^ confequences of coUedting a great number of 
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people together, with no fpecific legal powers to be exerciled, 
and under no government but that of their own difcrction,) can- 
nor in itfelf merit to be ranked among that clafs of offences which 
we are now aflembled to hear and determine. 

Upon this laft ftatcment of the fadl of the cafe, I am not 
called upon, and therefore it would not be [jroper for me to fay 



more. 



Gentlemen, You will now proceed upon the fevcra! articles 
of inquiry, which have been given you in charge : if you find 
that the parties, who fliall be accufed before you, have been pur- 
fuing lawful ends by lawful means, or have been only indifcreet, 
or, at the worll, if criminal, that they have not been criminal to 
the extent of thofe treafons to which our inquiries are confined^ 
then fay, that the bills which (hall be prefented to you are not 
true bills.: but, if any of the accufed perfons (liall appear to you 
to have been engaged in that traiterous and deteftable confpiracy 
<Jefcribed In the preamble of the late ftatute ; or, if without any . 
formed defign to go the whole length of that confpiracy, they 
liave yet acSled upon the defperate imagination of bringing about 
aheratioos in the conliitution of the commons houfe of parlia- 
Hiem, or in the manner of holding parliaments, without the au- 
thority of parliament, and, in defiance of it, by an ufurped pow- 
€r, which fliould, in that inftance, fufpend the lawful authority 
of the King, Lords, and Commons, in parliament aflembled, and 
take upon itfelf the funftion of legiflation (which imagination 
;»raounts to a confpiracy to fubvcrt th^ exifting laws and confli^- 
tution, differing ftttn the former only in the extent of its objecSkJ, 
you will then do that which belongs to your office to do. 

In the third view of the cafe of the accufed perfons; that is, 
if you find them-involved in, and proceeding upon, a defign to 
colie£i: the people together againft the legifiative authority of the 
country, for the purpofe, not of ufurping the functions of the 
Jegiflature, but of overawirig the parliament, and fo compelling 
the King, Lords, and Commons, in parliament aflembled, to 
cnaft a law for new modeHing the commqns houfe of parliament, 
or, for holding annual parliaments ; and that charges of high trea- 
fon are offered to be maintained againlt them upon this ground 
only ; perhaps it may be fitting that, in refped of the extraordinary 

nature 
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pfrture and dangerous extent and very criminal complexion of 
ftich a confpiracy, that cafe, which I ftate to you as a new and a 
doubtful cafe, ftiould be put into a judicial courfe of inquiry, 
that it may receive a folemn adjudication, whether it will, or 
wfll not, amount to high treaibn, in order to which the bills 
nauft be found to be true billi. 

Gentleraen, I have not opened to you the law of mifprifion of 
freafon, becaufe I am not aware that there are any commit menu 
ibr that offence ; and therefore I have no reafon to fuppofe that 
there v^ill be any profecutiqn for that offence. It confjfts of the 
concealment of treafon committed by others (which undoubt- 
edly it is every man's duty to difclofe), and the punilhment is 
cxtrerpely fqvere ; but thp humanity of modern times hath ufu* 
ally interpofed, and I trull that the necefSties of the prefent hour 
>yill not demand, that the law of mifprifion of treafon fliould now 
be carried into execution, 

Gent|emen, I difraife you wj^ confident expeflation that your 
judgmerii will be direfted to thofe conclufions which .may clear 
innocent men frpni all fufpicion of guilt, bring the guilty to 
condign punifliment, preferve the life of our gracious Sovereign, 
fecure the ftability of our government, and maintain the public 
peace, in which comprehenfivc term is included the welfare and 
happinefs of the people under the prote£lion of the laws and 
J\bertie§ of the kingdom. 

The flieri^ retvirned into tjie court the pannel of the Petit 
Jurors. 

On Monday, G<Slober the. fixth, the Grand Jury returned a 
true bill againfl: Thomas Hardy, John florne Tooke, John 
Auguftus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas 
Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, 
John Thelwall, Richard Hodgfon, and John Baxter, for high 
treafon. 

Not found againft John Lovett» 

On 
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On Tuefday, Oi^ober the (eventh, Thomas Holcroft volun-' 
tarily furrendered himfelf in Court, and was committed to 

Newgate. 

At t|?e requeft of the feveral prifoncrs the fcdiowing gentlemen 
were affigned by the Court as their Counfel : — For, 

Thomas Hardy, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs. 

John Home Tooke, Mr. Erlkine, Mr. Gibb^. 
John Auguftys Bonney, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs, 

Ste\yart Kyd, Mr. Erfkin?, Mr. Gibbs. 

Jeremiah Joyce, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Felix Vaugh^ia. 

Thomas Holcroft, Mr. Erilkine, Mr, Gibbs, 

John Richter, Mr. Erfkine, Mr, Gibbs. 

John Thelwall, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs. 

John Baxter, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gurney. 

Thomas Wardle, Matthew Moore, and Richard Hodgfon, 
were not m cuflody. 

On Monday, 0(5tober the thirteenth, Mr. White, Solicitor 
for the Treafury, delivered to each of the prifoners a copy of 
jthe indi£lment^ a lift pf the jurors impanelled by the fherifF, 
and a lift of the witnefTes to be produced by the crown for prov-r 
ing the faid indidlment. 

On Friday, OdJober the 24th, Thomas Hardy, John Home 
Tooke, John Augufhas Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, 
John Richter, and John Thelwall, were removed by hal)eps 
iporpus from jbe To\yer tp Newgate^ 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

Saturday y Odloher 2^thy 1 7 94* 

PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM ; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER ; 

Mn Juftice GROSE ; 

And othcn his Majefty's Juftices, &g. 

Thomas Hardy, John Home Tooke, John Auguftus Bon* 
ftey, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, Tliomas Holcroft, John 
Richter, John Thelwall, and John Baxter, were arraigned upon 
the following indictment, and feverally pleaded not guilty. 

THE INDICTMENT. 

Middlefex to wit— Be it remembered that at a fpecial feffion of 
Oyer and Terminer of our Sovereign Lord the King of and for 
the county of Middlefex holden at the Seffion Houfe on Clerk- 
en well Green in the faid county on Thurfday the fecond day of 
Oftober in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third by the grace of God of Great Britain 
France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith and fo forth be- 
fore the Right Honourable Sir James Eyre Knight Chief Juftice 
of our faid Lord the King of his Court of Common Pleas the 
Right Honourable Sir Archibald Macdonald Knight Chief Baron 
of our faid Lord the King of his Court of Exchequer the Ho- 
nourable Sir Beaumont Hotham Knight one of the Barons of our 
faid Lord the King of his faid Court of Exchequer the Honour- 
able Sir Francis Buller Baronet one of the Juftices of our faid 
Lord the King of his faid Court of Common Pleas the Honour- 
able Sir Naili Grofe Knight one of the Juftices of our faid Lord 
the King afligned to hold Pleas before the King himfelf the Ho- 
nourable Sir Souklen Lawrence Knight one other of the Juftices 
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of our faid Lord the King afligned to hold Pleas before the King 
himfelf and others their fellows Juftlces and Commiffioners of 
our faid Lord the King affigned by letters patent of our faid Lord 
the King under his great feal of Great Britain made to them and 
others and any three or more of them (of whom one of them 
the aforefaid Sir James Eyre Sir Archibald Macdonald Sir Beau- 
mont Hotham Sir Francis Buller Sir Nafh Grofe and Sir Soul- 
den Lawrence our faid Lord the King willed fhould be one) to 
inquire by the oath of good and lawful men of the county of 
Middlefex of all high treafons in compafling or imagining the 
death of our Lord the King levying war againft our Lord the 
King in his realm or in adhering to the enemies of our faid Lord 
the King in his realm giving to them aid and comfort in his 
realm or elfewhere and of all mifprifions of fuch high treafons 
as aforefaid or of any of them within the county aforefaid (as 
well within liberties as without) by whomfoever and in what 
manner foever done committed or perpetrated when how and 
after what manner and of all other articles and circumftances 
concerning the premifTes and every or any of them in any man- 
ner whatfoever and the faid treafons and mifprifions of treafons 
according to the laws and cuftoms of England for this time to 
hear and determine by the oath of Benjamin Winthrop Efquire 
John Henry Schneider Efquire Edward Ironfide Efquire Benja- 
min Kenton Efquire Rawfon Hart Boddam Efquire John Aris 
Efquire- William Pardee Ailett Efquire John Perry Efquire 
Henry Peter KhufF Efquire Thomas Winflow Efquire Thomas 
Cole Efquire Samuel Hawkins Efquire George Ward Efquire 
Thomas Boddam Efquire Jofeph Lancafter Efquire Robert 
Wilkinfon Efquire George Galway Mills Efquire Henry 
Wright Efquire John Hatchett Efquire Rowland Stephenfon 
Efquire and John Campbell Efquire good and lawful men q( 
the county aforefaid now here fworn and charged to inquire for 
our faid Lord the King for the body of the faid county touching 
and concerning the premiffes in the faid letters patent mentioned 
It is prefented in manner and form as followeth (that is to fay) 

Middlefex to wit the Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King 
.upon their oath prefent that Thomas Hardy late of Weftniinfter 
in the county of Middlefex flioemaker John Home Tooke late 
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of Wimbledon In the Goonty of Surrey clerk John Auguftus 
Bonney late of the parifti of Saint Giles in the Fields in the 
county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman Stewart Kyd late of 
Londoti Efquire Jeremiah Joyce late of the parifli of Saint Mary 
le Bone otherwife Maryhonc in the county of Middlefex afore- 
faid gentleman Thomas Wardle late of London gentleman Tho- 
mas Holcroft late of the parifti of Saint Mary le Eone otherwife 
Marybone aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentle- 
man John Richter late of Weftminfter in the faid county of 
Middlefex gentleman Matthew Moore late of Weftminfter in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman John Thclwall late 
of Weftminfter in the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman 
Richard Hodgfon late of Weftminfter in the- county of Middle- 
fex aforefaid hatter and John Baxter late of the parifti of Saint 
Leonard Shoreditch in the county of Middlefex aforefaid labourer 
being fubje£ts of our faid Lord the King not having the fear of 
God in their hearts nor weighing the duty of their allegiance but 
being moved and feduced by the Inftigation of the devil as falfe 
traitors againft our faid Lord the King their fupreme true lawful 
and undoubted Lord and wholly withdrawing the cordial lo^e 
and true and due obedience which every true and faithful fubjedl 
of our faid Lord the King ftiould and of right ought to beat 
towards our faid Lord the King and contriving and with all their 
ftrength intending traiteroufly to break and difturb the peace and 
common tranquillity of this kingdom of Great Britain and to'ftir 
move and excite infurredlion rebellion and war againft our 
faid Lord the King within this kingdom and to fubvert and alter 
the legiflature rule and government now duly and happily efta- 
bliflied in this kingdom and to depcfe our faid Lord the King 
from the royal ftate title power and government of this kingdom 
and to bring and pijt our faid Lord the King to death on the firft 
day of March in the thirty-third year, of the reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord the now King and on divers other days and times as 
well before as after at the parifti of Saint Giles aforefaid in the 
county of Middlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly with 
force and arms &c did amongft themfelves and together v\rith 
divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to the faid Jurors 
unknov/n confpire compafs imagine and intend to ftir up move 
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and excite infurreftion rebellion and War agairtft our faid Lord 
the King within this kingdom of Great Britain and to fubvert 
and alter the legiflature rule and government now duly and 
happily eftablifhed within this kingdom of Great Britain and 
to depofe our faid Lord the King from the royal ftatc title 
power and government of this kingdom and to bring and put our 
faid Lord the King to death And to fulfil perfect and bring 
to efFe6l their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable com- 
pafEngs and imaginations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid with force and arms on 
the faid firft day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and 
on divers other daj^s and times as well before as after at the parifh 
of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid ma- 
licioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult and agree 
among themfelves and together with divers other falfe traitors 
whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown to caufe and pro- 
cure a convention and meeting of divers fubjefts of our faid Lord 
the King to be aflembled and held within this kingdom with in- 
tent and in order that the perfons to be aflembled at fuch con- 
vention and meeting fhould and might wickedly and traiteroufly 
without and in defiance of the authority and againft the will of 
the parliament of this kingdom fubvert and alter and caufe to be 
fubverted and altered the legiflature rule and government now 
duly and happily eftabliihed in this kingdom and depofe and caufe 
to be depofed our faid Lord the King from the royal ftate title 
power and government thereof And further to fulfil perfedk 
and bring to effe£t their moft evil and wicked treafon and trea- 
fonable compaffings and imaginations aforefaid and in order the 
more readily and effe<Si:ually to aflemble fuch convention and 
meeting as aforefaid for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid and there- 
by to accompliih the fame purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers other 
felfe traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown 
8 ' on 



( tt ) 

on die (aid firft day of March in the thirty -third year afbrefaid 
and on divers other days and times as well before as after with 
force and arnis at the pari(b of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county 
of Middlefex aforeiaid malicioufly and traiteroufly did compoie 
and write and did then and there xnalicioufly and traitcroufly 
cauie to be compofed and written divers books pamphlets letters 
infiru(9ions refoiutions orders declarations addrelTes and writings 
and did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly publiih and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe to be pub- 
Lihed divers other books pamphlets letters in(lru£lions refoiutions 
orders declarations addrefles and writings the faid books pamphlets 
letters inftrui^ions refoiutions orders declarations addrefles and 
writings fo refpeAively compofed written publiihed and caufed 
to be compofed written and publiihed purporting and con- 
taining theieki among other things incitements encourage- 
ments and exhortations to move induce and perfuade the 
fubje<£b of our faid Lord the King to choofe depute and fend 
and caufe to be chofen deputed and fent pcrfons as delegates 
to compofe and conftitute fuch convention and meeting as aforc- 
faid to be fo holden as aforefaid for the traiterous purpofes 
^forefaid And further to fulfil perfe<ft and bring to efiedt their 
moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable compaflings and 
imaginations aforefaid and in order the more readily and efFe<Elu- 
ally to aflfembie fuch convention and meeting as aforefaid for the 
traiterous purpofes aforefaid and thereby to accomplifli the fame 
purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John 
Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle 
Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew Moore John Thcl* 
wall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as 
aforefaid on the faid firft day of March in the thirty-third year 
aforefaid and on divers other days and times as well before as 
after with force and arms at the parifli of Saint Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid did meet confult and deliberate 
among themfelves and together with divers other falfe traitors 
whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown of and concerning 
the calling and aflTembling fuch convention and meeting as afore- 
faid for the traitetous purpofes aforefaid and how when and where 
fuch convention and meeting fhould be aflfembled and held and 
by what means the fubjeds of our faid Lord the King (hould and 
C 3 might 
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might be induced and moved to fend perfons as delegates to com— 
pofe and conftitute the fame And furtfier to fulfil perfefl and 
bring to efFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable 
compaflings and imaginations aforefaid and in order the more 
readily and efFedlually to affemble fuch convention and meeting 
as aforefaid for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid and thereby to 
accomplifh the fame purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy John 
Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah 
Joyce 1 homas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers other falfe 
traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown on the 
faid firft day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after with force and 
arms at the parifli of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Mid- 
dlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly did. confent and agree 
that the faid Jeremiah Joyce John Auguftus Bonney John 
Hornc Tooke Thomas Wardle Matthew Moore John Thelwall 
John Baxter Richard Hodgfon one John Lovett one William 
Sharprand one John Pearfon fhould meet confer and co-operate 
among themfelves and together with divers other falfe traitors whofe 
jiames are to the faid Jurors unknqwn for and towards the calling 
. and affembling fuch convention and meeting as aforefaid for the 
traiterous purpofes aforefaid and further to fulfil perfeft and bring 
to effeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable com- 
paflings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid Thorny Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Mathew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers oth^r 
falfe traitors whose names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown 
on the faid firft day of March -in the thirty-third year aforefaid 
and on divers other days and times as well before as after 
with force and'arms at the parifti of St. Giles aforefaid in 
the county qf Middlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly 
did caufe and procurp to be made and provided and did then and 
there malicioufly and traitproufly confent and agree to the 
making and providing of divers arms and offenfive weapons to 
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Wit guns niutkets pikes and axes for the purpofe of arming 
divers fubjeds of our faid Lord the King in order and to the 
intent that the fame fubjedJs fliould and might unlawfully for- 
cibly and traiteroufly oppofe and withftand our faid Lord the 
King in the due and lawful exercife of his royal power and 
authority in the execution of the laws and ftatutes of this 
realm and fhould and might unlawfully forcibly and traiteroufly 
fubvert and alter and aid and affift in fubverting and altering 
without and in defiance of the authority and againft the will 
of the parliament of this kingdom the legiflature rule and go- 
vernment now duly and happily eftabliftied in this kingdom 
and depofe and aid and aflift in depoling our faid Lord the King 
from the royal ftate title power, and government of this king- 
dom and further to fulfij perfeft and bring to efFedl their mod 
evil and wicked treafon and treafonable compaflings and imagi- 
nations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home 
Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce 
Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid with force and arms on the faid 
firft day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after at the parifli 
of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid 
nialicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult and agree 
among themfelves and with divers other falfe traitors whofe 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown to raife levy and make 
infurre£tion rebellion and war within this kingdom of Great 
Britain againfl: our faid Lord the King and further to fulfil per- 
fe£t and bring to efFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and 
treafonable compaflings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid 
Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney 
Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft 
John Richter Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfort 
and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid on the faid firft 
day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other 
days and times as well before as after at the parifli of Saint 
Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid with force 
and arms malicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult 
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might be induced and moved to fend perfons as ddegates to com- 
•pofe and conftitute the fame And furtfier to fulfil perfeft and 
bring to efFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable 
• cocnpaffings and imaginations aforefaid and in order the more 
readily and effedlually to affemble fuch convention and meeting 
as aforefaid for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid and thereby to 
accomplifh the fame purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy John 
Home Tookc John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah 
Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers other falfe 
traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown on the 
faid firil: day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after with force and 
arms at the parifli of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Mid- 
dlcfex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly did. confent and agree 
that the faid Jeremiah Joyce John Auguftus Bonney John 
Home Tooke Thomas Wardle Matthew Moore John Thelwall 
John Baxter Richard Hodgfon one John Lovett one William 
Sharprand one John Pearfon fhould meet confer and co-operate 
among themfel ves and together with divers other falfe traitors whofe 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown for and towards the calling . 
. and affembling fuch convention and meeting as aforefaid for the 
traiterous purpofes aforefaid and further to fulfil perfeft and bring 
to effeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable com- 
paffings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid Thorny Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stqwart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Mathew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers oth^r 
falfe traitors whose names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown 
on the faid firft day of March -in the thirty- third year aforefaid 
and on divers other days and times as well before as after 
with force and'arras at the parifh of St. Giles aforefaid in 
the county qf Middlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiterpufly 
did caufe and procure to be made and provided and did then and 
there malicioufly and traitproufly confent and agree to the 
making and providing of divers arms and ofFenfive weapons to 
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wit guns muikets pikes and axes for the purpofe of arming 
divers fubjeds of our faid Lord the King in order and to the 
intent that the fame fubjedJs fliould and might unlawfully for- 
cibly and traiteroufly oppofe and withftand our faid Lord the 
King in the due and lawful exercife of his royal power and* 
authority in the execution of the laws and ftatutes of this 
realm and fhould and might unlawfully forcibly and traiteroufly 
fubvert and alter and iaid and affift in fubverting and altering 
without and in defiance of the authority and againft the will 
of the parliament of this kingdom the legiflature rule and go- 
vernment now duly and happily eftabliflied in this kingdom 
and depofe and aid and aflid in depofing our faid Lord the King 
from the royal ftate title power, and government of this king- 
dom and further to fulfij perfeft and bring to efFedl their mod 
evil and wicked treafon and treafonable compalEngs and imagi- 
nations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home 
Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce 
Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid with force and arms on the faid 
firft day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after at the parifli 
of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid 
malicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult and agree 
among themfelves and with divers other falfe traitors whofe 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown to raife levy and make 
infurreftion rebellion and war within this kingdom of Great 
Britain againfl: our faid Lord the King and further to fulfil per- 
feft and bring to efFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and 
treafonable compaflings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid 
Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney 
Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft 
John Richter Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfort 
and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid on the faid firft 
day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other 
days and times as well before as after at the parifli of Saint 
Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid with force 
and arms malicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult 
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and agree afnongft themfelves and together with divers othei' 
falfe traitors whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown un- 
lawfully wickedly and traiteroufly to fubvert and alter and , 
caufe to be fubverted and altered the legiflature rule and go- 
vernment now duly and happily eftablifhed in this kingdom and 
to depofe and caufe to be depofed our faid Lord the King from 
the royal ftate title power and government of this kingdom and 
further to fulfil perfeft and bring to effe£k their moft evil and 
wicked treafon and treafonable compaffings and imaginations 
aforefaid and in order the more readily and efFeftua^llv to bring 
about fuch fubverfion alteration and depofition as laft aforefaid 
theythe faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus 
Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardlc Thomas 
Holcroft John Richter Matthew Moore, John Thelwall Richard 
Hodgfbn and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid to- 
gether with divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to tho 
Jurors aforefaid unknown on the faid firft day of March in the 
thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other, days and time^ 
as well before as after at the parifh of St. Giles aforefaid in- 
^e county of Middlefex aforefaid with force and arms maliciouf- 
^y and traiteroufly did prepare and compofe and did then and 
there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe and procure to be pre-? 
pared and compofed divers books pamphlets letters declarations 
inftrudiions refolutions orders addrefles and writings and did then 
and there malicioufly and traiteroufly publifli and difperfe and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe and procure 
to be publifljied and difpcrfed divers other bo«ks pamphlets letters 
declarations infl:ruclions refolutions orders addreflfes and writings 
the faid feveral books pamphlets letters declarations infl:ru£tions 
refolutions orders addrefles and writings fo refpe£lively prepared' 
conopofed publiibed difperfed and caufed to be prejwred com- 
pofed publiihed and difperfed as laft aforefaid purporting and 
containing therein (amongft other things) incitements encou- 
ragements and exhortations to move induce and perfuade the 
fubje6ls of our faid Lord the King to^aid and aflMl in carrying 
into efFe£l fuch traiteroUs fubverfion alteration and depofition as 
laft aforefaid and alfo containing therein amongft other things 
information inftruj£lions and diredioos tq the fubjed$ of our faid 

Lord 



( «s ) 

Lord the King how when and upon what occafions the traiter- 
ous purpofes laft aforefaid (hould and might be carried into effe<£k 
and further to fulfil perfeft and bring to efFedi their moft evil 
and wicked treafon and treafonable compaffings and imaginations 
aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John 
Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardlc 
Thomas Holcroft John Richtcr Matthevsr Moore John Thelwall 
Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as afore- 
faid together with divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to 
the Jurors aforefaid unknown on the faid firft day of March in 
the thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other days and times 
as well before as after at the parifli of Saint Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlesex aforeiaid with force and arms malicioufljr 
and traiteroufly did procure and provide and did then and there 
malieioufly and traiteroufly caufe and procure to be provided and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly confent and agree 
to the procuring and providing arms and offenfivc weapons (to 
wit) guns mufls-ets -pikes and axes therewith tb levy and wage 
war infurreftion and rebellion againft our faid Lord the King 
within this kingdom againft the duty of the Ellegiance of them 
the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus 
Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardlc Thomas 
Holcroft John Riditer Matthew Moore John Thclwa!! Richai4 
Hodgfon and John Baxter againft the peace of our faid Lord the 
now King his crown «nd dignity and againft the form of the fta- 
tute in that cafe made and provided. 

Mr. Attorney General ftated to the court, that he had been 
informed by the counfel for the prifoners, it was their intention 
the prifoners fhpuld be tried feparately. It was therefore his 
intention to proceed firft on the trial of Thomas Hardy. 

•At the requeft of the prifoners' counfel, the court adjourned 
to Tuefday, 0£bber the 2)fh. 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, ♦ 

Tuefdayy O^ober 2Jth. 

P RES ENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE ; 

And others his Majefty's Juftiges, &c. 

Counfel for the Crown, Counfel for the Prifoner. 

Mr. Attorney General, The Hon, Thomas Erskine, 

Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Gibbs. 
Mr, Serjeant Adair, 

Mr. Bearcroft, AlPfi^^^ Counfel. 

Mr. Bower, Mr. Dampier, 

Mr. Law, Mr. Felix Vauohan, 

Mr. Garrow, Mr. Gurney. 
Mr. Wood. 

Solicitor. Solicitors* 

Joseph White, Efq. Solici- Meffrs. George and Romaine 

tor for the affairs of his Ma- William Cl a^-Kson, of 

jefty's treafury. Effex-ftreet. 

The court being opened and Thomas Hardy fet to the bar, 
the Jurors returned by the Sheriff were called over. 

Major Rhode, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. " 

Thomas Martin, Oil-man, not a freeholder of the county of 

Middlefex. 
George Jefferys, Jeweller, not a freeholder. 
Hugh Frdnch, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Robert Mellifli, Ship-builder, challenged by the prifoner. 
William Harwood, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

James 
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James Hagarth, £fq. challenged by the prllbner. 

Robert Lewis, Efq. excufed on account of illnels. 

John Walker, Efq. not a freeholder. 

George Wade, Stock-broker, challenged by the crown. 

Thomas Buck, Efq. fvvorn. 

Thomas AyhfFe, Efq. challenged by the prifonen 

Thomas Wood, Efq. fworn. 

Mark Hudfon, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

John Mandell, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 

Henry Bullock, Brewer, challenged by the crown. 

John Powfey, Carpenter and Surveyor, challenged by the pri- 
foner. 

George Capes, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. • 

Thomas Rhodes, Cow-keeper, challenged by the prifoner. 

Edward Helme, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

JefFery Holmes, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

William Frafer, Efq. fworn. 

Apfley Pcllat, Ironmonger, not a freeholder. 

Hugh Reynolds, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Thomas Harrifon, Cow- keeper, challenged by the prifoner, 

Daniel Goffet, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Richard Meaux, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Dicker Saunders, Efq. one of the people called quakers. 

Calvert Clapham, Gent, not a freeholder. 

John Leader, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 

John Gueft, Efq. excufed on account of illnefs. 

Charles Fourdrinier, Stationer, not a freeholder, 

Adam Steinmetz, Bifcuit-baker. 

Afr» Amrney General, Are you a natural born fubjcct? 
Mr. Steinmetz. Yes. — Sworn. 

Alexander Baxter, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Richard Child, Diftiller, not a freeholder. 

Jeremiah Blakeman, Timber Merchant, challenged by the 
prifoner, 

Robert Kilby Cox, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Richard Hunt, Efq. not a freeholder. 

James Payne, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

Newell Connop, Diftiller, fworn. 

John Mercer, Mcalman, fworn. • 

John 
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John Rixon, Cooper, challenged by the crown. 
Thomas Sayer, Efq. fworn. 
Richard Carter, Efq. fworn. 
Edward Hale, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 
George Fillingham, Efq. challenged by the prifoner, 
Samuel Rudge, Efq. not a freeholder. 
William Perry, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Richard Gough, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Jofhua Brookes, Dealer in Birds, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Lawrence, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas Skipp Dyott Bucknell, Efq. challenged by the prifoner, 
John Blackburn, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Samuel Mills, Weaver. 

Mr. Mills, My father left in his will all his eftate to my 

brother and me, and appointed truftees, and we are not, by 

the will, to be of age till we are thirty-five. 
Jofeph Bird, Efq. not a freeholder of Middlefex. 
Thomas Powell, Efq. challenged by the prifoner, 
William Emerfon, Efq. not a freeholder. 
James Cook, Efq, not a freeholder. 
Nathaniel Stonard, Brewer, fworn. 
Jofeph Mawley, Gent, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Allen, Brewer, challenged by the prifoner, 
John Baker, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
William Row, Efq. not a freeholder. 
James Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Bryan Marfliall, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 
Jofeph Nichol, Gentleman Farmer, fworn. 
Thomas Bird, Diftiller, not a freeholder. 
Robert Vincent, Efq. not a freeholder. 
David Roberts, Efq. challenged by the prifoner, 
George Brookes., Efq. not a freeholder. 
William Arnold, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas Nixon, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
John Charrington, Efq. fworn. 
George Rigby, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas Allen, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Andrenir 
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Andrew Burt, Efq. challenged by the crown. 
Charles Smith, Diftiller, challenged by the prifonen 
Archibald Paxton, Wine Merchant, challenged by the prifoncr. 
Ralph Keddy, Efq. not a freeholder. 
John Harfley, Efq. not a freeholder. 
William Nicoll, Farmer, challenged by the prifoner. 
Edward Franklin, Farmer, excufed on account of illnefs. 
Michael Henly, Coal Merchant, challenged by the prifoner. 
John Thompfon, Brewer, challenged by the prifoner. 
Jofeph Ainflie, Efq. fworn. 

THE JURT. 

Thomas Buck, . Thomas Sayer, 

Thomas Wood, Richard Carter, 

William Frafer, ^ ' Nathaniel Stonard, 

Adam Stein metz, Jofeph Nichol, 

Newell Connop, John Charrington, 

John Mercer, Jofeph Ainflie. 

Afr. Thomas Shelton^ (Ckrh of the Arraigns), Thomas Hardy, 
hold up your hand. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, the prifoner, Thomas Hardy, ftands 
indi£ted, together with John Home Tooke, &c. — (Here the 
Clerk of Arraigns read the mdi6iment,) — Upon this indictment 
he hath been arraigned, and upon his arraignment hath pleaded 
not guilty, and for liis trial hath put himfelf upon God and the 
country, which country you are. Your charge is to enquire 
whether he be guilty of the high treafon whereof he ftands 
indifted, or not guilty. If you find him guilty, you are to en- 
quire what goods or chattels, lands or tenements, he had at the 
time of the high treafon committed, or at any time fince. If you 
find him not guilty, you are to enquire whether he fled for it ; 
if you find that he did fly for it, you (hall enquire of his goods 
and chattels as if you had found him guilty. If you find him 
not guilty, and that he did not fly for it, fay fo, and no more, 
and hear your evidence. 
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. 2/S^' Lidlclment was opened by Mr. WooD# 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

May it pleafe your Lordfliip and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
In the courfe of fiating what I have to offer to your moft 
ferious attention in this great and weighty caufe, affedling, as it 
certainly does, the deareft interefts of the community, afFcfting, 
as you will remember throughout this bufinefs, every intereft 
which can be valuable to the prifoner at the bar, I fhali have fre- 
quent occafion to call that anxious attention to the diflFerent parts' 
of the indi6tment, which has juft been opened to you. I forbear to 
do fo at this moment, becaufe I think that attention will be more 
ufefuUy, both with refpefi: to* the public, and to the prifoner, 
given and required in another part of what I am to addrefs to you. 

Gentlemen, the prifoner, who is before you, ftands charged 
(to ftate the indiftment generally) with the offence of compafling 
his Majefly's death ; he was committed, upon that charge, by his 
Majefly's Privy Council : I will explain to you prefently why I 
ftate this and the following facSs. In confequence of the appre- 
henfion of this prifoner, of feveral others charged by this indi6l- 
ment, and of others, whdfe names do not occur in this indiftment, 
proceeding^ of fome notoriety were had in Parliament, and an a6l 
pafied, impowering his Majefty to detain fuch perfons as he 
fufpefted were confpiring againft his government. That adl has 
aflerted that a traitorous and deteflable confpiracy had been formed 
for fubverting the exifting laws and government of the country, 
and for introducing that fyflem of anarchy and confufion, which 
had fo fatally prevailed in France ; the aft, upon the fpur of the 
emergency, which it contemplated, authorifed the detention 
without bail, mainprize, or difcharge of the perfons then in prifon 
for high treafon, or treafonable praftices, or who fhould after- 
wards be committed, for high treafon or treafonable pra£kices, by 
warrants from the Privy Council or Secretary of State, till the 
firft of February 1795. 

' (jentlemen, this meafure, which did not fufpend the operation 
of the Habeas Corpus Aft, that great palladium of Englifh liberty, 
but with reference to particular perfons, under particular com- 
mitments, for particular offences, is a meafure, never adopted in 
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this country by Parliament but in cafes, in which it isunderdood, 
after giving all poffible attention to fecure the right of thefubjcft 
from being broken in upon, to be of the laft poffible neceffity, 
and which has been repeatedly put in force, in the beft of times, 
in fuch cafes, where the wifdom of Parliament apprehended that 
it was matter of their duty to provide that the nation (hould ps^rt 
with its liberty for a while, that it might not lofe it for ever. 

Gentlemen, appearing before you this day in difcharge of that 
duty, which I have been commanded to execute, and the execu- 
tion of which, appears to me to be abfolutely neceffary, you will 
colled from the fa£i that I do appear here this day, that, accprd- 
ing to the true conftitutional meaning of fuch an a<Sl of Parlia- 
ment, it is not that the trial of fuch perfons fhall be delayed 
during the period of the fufpenfion of the aft, but that the ad 
fhall, with reference to the time of trial, be allowed, in the right 
execution of it, an operation only to that extent, in which the 
due confideration of the public fafety, tempered with a due atten- 
tion to the liberty of the individual fubjefit, may require. 

Gentlemen, the proceedings of the legiflature having been fuch 
as I have ibted to you, his Majefty, conftitutionally advifed m 
the exercife of his duty, as the great confervator of the public 
peace, dire£ted a commifGon to iffue to inquire whether any fuch 
treafons, as the prefumption of fuch a traitorous confpiracy muft 
neceffarily fuppofe to have exifted, had been committed by any 
perfons, and by whom. In the execution of the duties of that 
commiffion a Grand Jury of this county, upon their oaths, have 
declared that there is ground of charge againft the perfon at the 
bar, and againft others, fufficient to call upon theni, in a trial to 
be had before you, their country, to anfwer to an accufationof 
high treafon in compaffing his Majefty's death. 

Gentlemen, I have ftated thefe circumftances that I may con- 
vey to you, in as ftrong terms as I can exprefs it, this obfervation, 
that, as the proceedings of Parliament ought to have had (and I 
am perfuaded, from the delibei-ation which they gave the fubjed, 
that they had) no influence upon the judicial mind of the Grand 
Inqueft, neither ought thefe proceedings to afFedt your inquiries, 
or to induce you to any determination, which you are to make 
upon the iffue, which you are now fworn to try. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, there is no one circunlftaiice <rf any proceeding 
before Parliament, with reference to which you ought to fuffer 
yourfelves to be influenced in the trial of this iffue. It is obvious 
that fuch proceedings, as were had in Parliament, providing for 
great emergencies, may be required and authorifed by the gemiinef 
fpirit of the conftitution, even in cafes in which a Grand Jury 
might not, upon any thing that could be offered to their confi- 
deration, be juftified in finding a bill: it is much more obvious 
that, in a proceeding before you, a confideration of the wifdom 
and propriety of the afts of the legiflature is not called for. 

You therefore, Gentlemen of the Jury, will confider the pri-^ 
foner as Handing before you in full poiTeflion of an abfolute right 
to the prefumption of innocence, notwithftanding he is charged 
with guilt by this indidlment, as you will hear, except (p far as^. 
that prefumption is met by the fingle funple fadl, that he has been 
accufed by a Grand Jury of his country. 

Gentlemen, before I conclude thefe general obfenrations, you 
will permit me to fay, on the other hand, that, if there has been 
any thing that has fallen under your obfervation, by aiji, or pub- 
lication — ^any attempt to make any impreiTion upon the minds of 
thofe who are this day impannelled to try this great catife, to dif- 
parage that advice, which, under the moft refponfible fandlion^ 
may be given you in matter of law, to work in your minds any pre* 
judice either againft the prifoner, or on the prifoner's behalf; on tlie 
one hand I ahi perfedly fare that your integrity will be fecurity 
to the public, that you will not permit any attempt of tliat kind 
to have any operation : on the other hand. Gentlemen of the 
Jury, I am equally fure tHat I need not alk from an Englifh 
Jury, that they would permit no fuch attempt to influence them 
againft the prifoner at the bar, no, not even an injudicious or ill 
executed attempt to influence them in his favour. 

Gentlemen, in order to underftand the law of treafon, and the 
iodidment, I ihall take the liberty firft to ftate to you the cha- 
rafler which I apprehend the King, for the prote£lion of whofe 
perfon and government the ftatute in queftion was made*, has in 
the ftate and conftitution of this country. 

Gentlemen, the power of the ftate, by which I mean the power 
of making laws, and enforcing the execution of them when made, 

is 
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is Vcftcd io the King ; cnafting laws, in the one cafe,' that 18, hi 
his legiflative charader, by and with the advice and confentofthe 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Commons in Parlia* 
ment afleitibled, aflembled according to the law and conftitutional 
cuftom of England ; in the other cafe, executing the laws^ when 
made, in' fubfervience to the laws fo made, and with the advice, 
which-the law and the conftitution hath affignedto him in alraoft 
every inftance, in which it has called upon him to si£t for tlie 
benefit of the fubjedt. The King's authority, under the check of 
conftitutional and legal provifions, and limitations, convenes and 
-regulates the duration and exiftcnce of Parliament, convening 
thofc whom, according to the law and cuftom of the country, 
he is bound to convene. The King, in his Parliament; fitting 
in. his royal political capacity, and the Lords and Commons there 
aflembled, form the great body politic of the kingdom, by which 
is exercifed fovereign authority in legiflation. Gentlemen, whilft 
the prefent law, the prefent conftitution, and ^ refent government 
of Great Britain, exifts, no law can be made but by that autho- 
rity ; no legiflative power can be created againft the will, and in 
defiance of, that authority. Whether in any, or in what cir- 
cumftances, an attempt to create fuch a power is a treafon for- 
bidden by the ftatute of the 25th of Edward III. I propofe to exa- 
mine prefently. 

Gentlemen, as in the King the power of legiflation is vefted, as 
well as the executive power of the ftate, to be exercifed with 
confent and advice, to be exercifed accprding to thofe laws, which 
arc the birthright and inheritance of the fubjeft, having upon 
him the care and proteftion of the community ; to him, in re- 
turn, the allegiance of every individual is, according to the Uw 
of England, due ; that allegiance, by which the fubjeft is bound, 
in the language of the ftatutes of this country, to defend him 
«« againft all traitorous confpiracies and attempts whatfoever, 
" which ftiall be made againft his perfon, his crown, or bis 
" dignity." 

Gentlemen, to afcertain to whom this care and prpteaion 
is committed— to afcertain to whom this allegiance is due, the 
breach of which, according to the venerable Lord Hale, confti- 
tutes high treafon, is neceflary to the peace of the community— 
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to afcertairi and to define accurately what conftitutes a breach of 
-that allegiance, isjcflentially and abfolutcly ncccflary to the fccu- 
rity of all that our anoefioFS have claimed, demanded, and infifted 
upon, as the ancient, undoubted rights and liberties of our 
country. 

Gentlemen, the former of thefe obje<?ls is focured by the law and 
conftitutional cuftom of England ; that la^^*^, which alike feenres to 
you every right, whether it be a right of perfon, or of property. 
It^as made the crown, Which his Majefty wears, hereditary, 
(and I beg your attention to that) fubjeft to liinitation by Parlia- 
ment. The latter objcft has been moft anxioufly fecuKed by the 
ftatute referred to in the indi<Sment, which brings forward the 
charge, the truth of which you are now -to try. 

Gentlemen, the King having this hereditary crown, the law 

and conftitution Jiave jalfb afcertained his duties — thofe duties, 

which it is incumbent upon him to execute, for the benefit pf 

the fubjeft, in the execution of which duties they have aided him 

with counfel, and in confideration of which duties they have 

clothed him with dignity, and vcfted him with high prerogatives. 

With refpeft to the duties of the King, they attach upon him 

the inftant he becomes fuch; from the moment that his. title 

accrues, in the fame inftant the duty of allegiance (the breach of 

which is high treafon) attaches to it ; he recognizes thefe as his 

duties in that oath, to which, throughout this bufinefs, I muft 

again call your attention, in that oath which he is bound to take 

upon him, at his coronation, to promife and fwear ** to govem 

** the people of this country," (mark the words, Gendemen) 

** according to the'Jfatutes in Parliament agreed upon^ and the laws 

" and cujloms of the fame ; that to his power he will caufe law 

* ** in juftice and mercy to be adminiftered ; that he will maintain 

** the laws of God and the true profeffion of religion eftabii^hcKl 

"bylaw." 

Oentlemen, this oath, ftated by that great and venerable con- 
ftitutional Judge, Mr. Juftice Forfter, to be a folemn and a public 
recognition, not only of the duties of the King, but of the funda- 
mental rights of the people, impofeth upon him (and throughout 
this cafe it cannot be too ftrongly recolleded that it impofeth 
upon him) the moft facred obligation to govern according to the 
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laws and ftatutes in Parliament agreed upon^ accortTiiig to the 
laws and eultoms of the fame ^ and no other. 

Gentlemen, addrefSng this Court, which is a court of law, in 
\7hich you, the Jury, are fworn to make a true deliverance ac-^ 
cording to the law of England, can I imprefs it too ftrongly that 
it cannot be fuppofed by poffibility—not by poffibiiity— that th^ 
King can, confidently with his oath, and with the antecedent 
duty recognized in the explicit engagement, tfhe terms of whieli 
you have heard, either a£l, or permit himfelf to a^, as King, 
according to any rules of government, formed by any bodies of 
men, afluming any charafter, funftions, or fituations, thofe ruk^ 
of government being meant to operate as laws, tbejiatutes a^eed 
upon in parlia?nent and the laws and cufloms of the fame only excepted. 
Gentlemen, it feems to me to follow, as a neceffary conclufion 
from the reafoning, to be addrefled to a court of law, not only 
that thofe, who confpire to remove the King out of the govern- 
ment altogether, but that thofe, who confpire to remove him^ 
unlefs he will govern the people according to laws, which are 
tiot ftatutes in parliament agreed upbn, and the laws aii4 cuftoms 
of the fame, or as the head of a government, ^-amedand modi&ed 
by any authority, not derived from that parliament, do confpire 
to depofe him from that royal flate^ title, power, and government^ 
which the indiffment mentions, and to fubvert and alter the rule 
and government now efiahlifhed in thefe kingdoms. He ought 
not fo to govern — I fay he cannot fo govern— he is bound to 
refift fuch a project at the hazard of all its confequences ; he muft 
refift the attempt ; refiftance neceflaiily produces depoiition, it 
endangers his life. 

Gentlemen, to that King, upon whom thefe duties attach, tha 
law and conftitution, for the better execution of them, have 
afligned various counfellors, and refponfible advifers : it has 
clothed him, under various conftitutional checks and reftri6fcioim 
with various attributes and prerogatives, as neceflary for the Itip^ 
port and maintenance of the civil liberties of the people : it af* 
aibes to him fovereignty, imperial dignity, and perfe6tion : and 
becaufe the rule and government, as eftabliihed in this kingdom^ 
cannot exift/or a moment without a perfon filling that ofScQ> and 
pble to cx)&cute all the duties from time to timci whifiJ> I hava 
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fl6w ftated, it afcribcs to him alfo that he never ceafes to 6xift. 
In foreign affairs, the delegate and reprefentative of his people^ 
he makes war and peace, leagues and treaties : in domcftic con- 
cerns, he has prerogatives, as a conftituent part of the fupreme 
legiflature ; the prerogative of raifmg fleets and armies : he is the 
fountain of juftice, bound to adminifter it to his people, becaufe 
it is due to them; the great confervator of public peace, 
bound to mountain and vindicate it i every where prefent, that 
thefe duties may no where fail of being difcharged ; the fountain 
of honour, ofl5ce, and privilege ; the arbiter of domeftic com- 
merce, the head of the national church. 

Gentlemen^ I hope I fhall not be thought to mifpend your 
time in dating thus much, becaufe it appears to me that the hdt 
that fuch is the charafter, that fuch are the duties, that fach are 
the attributes and prerogatives of the King in this country (all 
cxilling for the protedion, fecurity, and happinefs of the people 
in an eftabli/hed form of government) accounts for the jutl 
anxiety, bordering upOn jealoufy, with which the law watthes 
over his perfon— accounts for the fadt that, in every indidmenty 
the compafling or imagining his deftrudion, or depofition, fceins 
to be conlidered as neceffarily co-exifting with an intention to 
fubvert the rule and government eftabliihed in the country : it 
is a purpofe to deftroy and to deppfe few, in whom the fupreme 
power, rule, and government, under conftitutional checks and 
limitations, is vefted, and by whom, with confent and advice ia 
fome cafes, and with advice in all cafes, the exercifc of this con- 
ilitutional povi^er is to be carried on. 

Gentlemen, this language^ the tenor and charge of every m" 
di(9:ment, is moft clearly expreffed by Lord Hale, when he fays 
that high treafon is an offence more immediately againft the per- 
fon and government of the King : I cannot ftate it more ftrongly 
tb vou, or from an authority, the authenticity of which vnllht 
kis queflioned by thofe, who are to defend the prifoner at the bar, 
than when I ftate to you the language of one of the counfel for 
Lord George Gordon upon the laft trial for high treafon ; indeed 
it is no more than what follows the law of England, as delivered 
by all thofe great lawyers, whofe authority, I am perfuaded, will 
not b« attempted to be ihaken in the coiirfe of this trial, when it 
. . - ftat» 
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fiates this principle thus — " to compafs or imagine the death of 
** the King, fuch imagination or purpofe of the mind, vifible only 
" to its great Author, being manifefted by fome open aft, an 
** inftitution obvioufly directed not only to the fecurity of his 
** natural pcrfon, but to the ftability of the government, the life 
" of the Prince being fo interwoven with the conftitution of the 
^ ftate, that an attempt to deftroy the one is juftly held to be a 
** rebellious confpiracy againtl the other." 

Gentlemen, it will be my duty to ftate to you prcfently what 
is in law an attempt againft the life of the King. It feems, 
therefore, that when the ancient law of England (and I would 
beg your attention to what I am now ftating to you) that when 
the ancient law of England was changed, which, even. in the cafe 
of a fubjedt, held the intent to kill homicide, as well as, in the 
cafe of the King, the intent to kill or depofe, without the fa£t, 
where a meafure was taken to efFedluate the intent, treafon, with 
tt difference however as to the nature of the acSs deemed fufficient, 
in the one cafe,. or in the other, to manifeft the one or the other 
intent, that, to ufe the words of a great and venerable authority, I 
mean Mr. Juftice Fofter, " it was with great propriety that the 
** ftatute of treafon retained the rigour of the law in its full extent 
" in the cafe of the King. In the cafe of him, fays he, whdfe life 
** muft not be endangered, becaufe it cannot be taken away by 
** treafonable pradUces, without involving a nation in blood and 
** confufion : levelled at him, the ftroke is levelled at the public 
" tranquillity/' 

Gentlemen, that it may be fully underftood what it is that I 
have to contend for in the courfe of this trial, I put you in miivd 
again that I have before ftated that, as it is abfolutely neceflary to 
the fecurity of individuals^ not lefs nece0ary to the fecurity of 
individuals, than it is nece^Tary to the fecurity of the nation which 
they compofe, that the pcrfon and government of the King fliould 
be thus defended ; on the other hand, for the fecurity of the fub- 
je<3, it is equallyrHeceffary that the crime of high treafon ftiould 
not be indeterminate, that it (hould not be ujpiafcertained, or un- 
defined, either in the law itfelf, or in the conftru£tion to be made 
of that law. 
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Gentlemen, this neccffity is not to be collcftecl merely in xhh 
country from reafoning, though it may obvioufly enough be col- 
h&ed from reafoning ; the experience of your anceftors has in- 
formed you, I admit it, and I beg to prefs it upon your attention^ 
j& much as any man in this court can prefs it upon your attention^ 
the experience of your ancedors has informed you in the juft aiKl 
bitter complaints which arc to be found in their annaU, of the 
periods, in which no man knew how he ought to bejiave hiipfelf» 
to do, fpeak or fay, for doubt of pains of treafon, in the anxiety 
with which the flatute of Edward IIL referved the judgment of 
all treafons not there exprefsly fpeci&ed — *' that the juftices 
** (hoyld tarry without going to judgment of the treafon, till the 
♦* caufe be ihewed and declared before the King and his parlia- 
** ment;" in the expreflive language, which our anceftors have 
"ufed, when the provifions of the ftatute of Edward were firft in- 
troduced into the code of law under which we live, and of thofc 
ftatutes, by which treafons were brought back to the provifions 
of that ftatute, the experience of your anceftors, thus handed 
down to you, has demonftrated this neceffity. I admit too (and 
my treating the fubjeft thus in the outfet may ultimately fave 
your time) that before the ftatute was made, upon which the in- 
di(Sment proceeds, the fecurity of the fubjeft was not fufficiently 
provided for, I admit that fecurity is not fuflSciently provided for 
now> if conftruftion can be allowed to give an expofition to the 
ftatute, which the legiflature did not intend it fliould receive. 

Gentlemen, upon each of thefe heads it was neceflary for mp 
to trouble you with fome, and but with a few obfervations. 

That the law of treafon fhould be determinate and certain, 
though clearly neceflary for the fecurity of the fubje<Jl, is not 
more neceflary for their fecurity, than that there fliould be a law 
of treafon, and that this law flioujd be faithfully, duly, and firmly 
executed, ^ 

Gentlemen, every ftate muft have fome form or regime qf 
government ; in other words, it muft determine by whom* ?md 
under what modifications, the fovereign power is to be exercifec^ 
in the country ; for no government qan exift, unlefs this power 
is placed fomewhere : and the attempt to fubvert that power is, 
in the nature of the thing, an attempt to fubvert the eftabliftied 
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government. It is of necef&ty that an Manpt oi diis fort 
fhould be guarded againft, by feverer penalties than offences, 
which being breaches of particular laws, do not endanger the 
very exiftence of the ftafie itfelf, which do not involve, in the 
deflrudiion of the ftate, the deftru£lion of all laws^ but which 
leave the law, though violated in particular cafes, fufficient^ m 
general cafes, for the prote^oa of the perfonal fecurity, the 
liberty and happinefs of the fubje(^. . 

Gentlemen, this is alfo the reafonings of that ^eat Judge, 
whole name I before mentioned tp you, my lord Hale-^" The 
^' greatne6 of the ofience, he fays, and the feverity of the 
<* punifhment, is upon thefc reafons: — Firft, becaufe the fefe- 
" ty, peace, and traixjuillity of the kingdom is highly con- 
" cemed in the fafety and prefcrvation, of the perfon, dignity^ 
** and government of the King, and therefore the laws of the 
** kingdom have given all poffible fecurity to the King's perfon 
♦' and government, andun^lerthe fevereft penalties/* 

Gentlemen, to drfcribe this great offence with precifion and. 
accuracy, was what the legiflature in Edward's time propofed, 
when they enadled the facred ftatute, upon which this indift- 
ment is founded ; thatflatute was made for the more precife 
definition of this crime, which, by the common law, had not 
been fufficiently extended, and " the plain unextended letter 
" of it," you will mark the words,. *' the plain unextended. 
** letter of it was thought to be a fuflBcicnt protection to the 
" perfon ajid honour of the Sovereign j" but not only to the. 
perfon and honour of the Sovereign, but ** an adequate fecurity 
" to the laws cor^mttjed to hh ejfMcution^^* 

Gentlemen, in addreffing a ju|y ii^ a cpurt of law, fworn to. 
make deliverance acQDrdiog to that law, which conftitutes. the 
court in which they fit, there are two proportions, which appear, 
to. me to be alike plear:-r-The firft is that I ought not, that I 
cannot dare to call upon you tq fay, that there has been com- 
mitted under this flatute any offence, if the fa6ls of the cafe to 
be laid before you, by plain, manifeft, fiuthorized interpretation 
pf the ftatute, do not conftitute an offence ^nder it-^if the 
ftatute fliould feem to any man, oj to you, not to be a fuflScient 
ana adequate fecurity to the perfon and honour of the Sovereign, 
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and the due execution of the laws, it is* ncrerthcJcls- all the fe- 
curity which the law has authorized you to give them, and God for- 
bid that you fhould think of giving more. On the other hand, 
y6u are bound by your oaths, if this law has been violated in 
fadl, if the fad of violation is proved by evidence, convincing in 
Its nature, and fuch in its form, as the law requires (for the - 
law in this cafe requires not only convincing, but formal evi* 
dcnce) then you are bound to give to the perfon and honour of • 
the Sovereign, and to the laws of your country, that prote6Hon, 
which a verdift, afferting in fubftance that the ftatute has been 
violated, would give, and which the ftatute intended fhould' be 
given. 

Gentlemen, men of honour and of confcience, adling under 
the fanflion of the oath that they have taken, muft come to the. 
fame conclufion, judging of the fame fafts, by the fame law, 
whatever their principles of government may be, unlefs they 
diflFer upon the efFe£l of the fa(Ss laid before them. In the trial 
of a perfon, whofe name I fhall have abundant reafon to men- 
tion to you in the courfe of this proceeding, I mean the author 
of the Rights of Man, charged with a libel againft the monarchy 
of the country, it was judicioufly, truly, juftly, and ftrongly ad- 
mitted in efFedl, that, if the Jury had been compofed (if there 
are twelve fuch men in this country) of Republicans, wiftiing to 
overturn the government of the country, yet adminiftering the 
lav^r of England, in a court of Englifh law, if they were con- 
vinced that the crime had, alluding to that law, been com- 
mitted, no man would have the audacity to fay they could be 
capable of that crime againft the public, to think for a moment 
6f not coming to the conclufton, which the hAs called for, 
according to the law by which they were fwom to decide upon 
the matter before them. 

Gentlemen, the ftatute upon which this indiflmcnt proceeds, 
is to the following effeft— it ftates, (and it ftates moft truly) 
<* That divers opinioiis had been had before this time," that is» 
the 25 Edward III. *' in what cafe tfcafon fhould be faid, and in 
*« what not, the King, at the requeft of the Lords and of the 
^* Commons, h?ith made a declaration in the manner as here- 
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*« after followeth, that is to fay, when a man doth coiripafs or 
** imagine the death of our Lord the King, or of our Lady his 
** Queen, or of their eldeft fon and heir ; or if a man do violate 
" the King's companion, or the King's eldeft daughter, un- 
** married, or the wife of the King's eldeft fon and heir ; or 
*^ if a man do levy war againft our Lord the King in his realm, 
" or he adherent to the King's enemies in his realm, giving to 
** them aid and comfort in the realm or elfewherc, and thereof 
" be provably attainted" — by which words I vinderftand be at- 
tainted by evidence, that clearly and forcibly fatisfies the minds 
and confcieiKcs of thofe who are to try the fwft — "attainted of 
** open deed by people of their condition." — Then there is this, 
to which you will be bound to give your attention for the fake 
of the prifoner, as well as for the fake of the public, the ia- 
terefts of both being blended in this great caufe — ** And be- 
*' caufe that many other like cafes of treafon may happen in 
<* time to come, which a man cannot think nor declare at 
" this prefent time, it is accorded that, if any other cafe, fup-. 
** pofed treafon, which is not above fpeciiied, doth happen before 
** any juftices, the juftices {hall tarry without any going to 
** judgment of the treafon till the caufe be fliewed and declared. 
** before the King and his parliament, whether it. ought to be. 
'* judged treafon, or other felony." 

Gentlemen, I defire to point out here, in the moft marked 
way in which I can ftate it, the anxiety, with which the parlia- 
ment wifhed to preferve to itfelf the judgments of treafons, not 
being the fpecified treaibns in the ftatute, but being like treafons, 
thofe, which by a parity of reafoning, might be faid to be trea- 
fon. They would not truft the fubjedls of the country in the 
hand of any court of juftice upon that point. I mark the cir- 
cumftance, becaufe it appears to me to give a degree of au-i 
thority to the law of England upon the fubjc6k of treafon, and 
to the conftrudions, which have been made upon it, and to the 
diftindlions, which have been made between like treafons, and 
overt z€ts of the fame treafon, that perhaps does not belong to 
conftru£tions and diftin<^ions adopted in the courfe of judicial 
proceedings upon any other law in the ilatute book. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, having read the ftatute to ycu, it is not unim-^ 
portant^ as it feen)$ to oie, to obferve that Lord Haie and Mr. 
juftice Fofter, who hav^ ftatcd the judicial and other expofi- 
tions of this ftatute, haye ftated thena, and have expounded the 
ftatute^ under the weighty caution, which they poll powerful- 
ly expsefs : under the folemn protefts, which they tnoft ftrongly 
ftate^ againft extending this ftatute by a parity of reafon. This 
drcuniftance alone appears to nje to give infinite authenticity 
to the expofttionsy which they ftate of it, as found, and as behag 
fuch, as according to the interpretation, which the leg^flature. 
in Edward the third's time meant, ftiould, he put upoa thi&: 
ftatute. 

Gentlemen, I think it may alfo fave your time, and that o£ 
the court, if I trouble you here by reading, before I ftate to yot^- 
the expofitions of the ftatute, which Lord Hale has given us, 
dieducing them from judgments which had been aftually made 
in the hiftory of the country, the language which he holds, as 
defcribing the obKgations, which courts of juft4c€, and men' 
liking at this ftatute for the purpofe of executing it, are under," 
to conftrue it according to the real fpecifeed meankig, not by* 
a parity of conftrudion as to the treafon itfetf, when they came 
to axiftrue it. 

Lord Hale ftates it thus — ^** Although the crime of high' 
'•* treafon is the greateft crime againft faith, duty, and human 
** fociety, and brings with it the greateft and naioft fatal <bnger» 
^* to the governn»ent, peace, and happinefc of a kingdom or 
** ftate,. and therefore is defervedly branded with the higheft 
*' ignominy, and ftibjeded to the greateft penalties that the 
*< law can inflift, yet by thofe inftances"— he is ftating thofe 
th^ had occurred before the ftatute of Edward IIL and be- 
tween that and the firft of Henry IV.—" Yet by thofe in-r 
•* ftances, asnd more of this kind that might be given, it ap- 
^* peafs — firft, how necefiary it was that there ihould be fom^ 
*' fixed and fettled boundary for this great crime of trcafoQ, 
^' and of what great importance the ftatute of the 25th of Ed^ 
^* ward III. was in order to that end ; fecondly, how dangerous 
*' it is to depart from the letter of that ftatute, and to multi^y 
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** aiid enhance crimes ioto tr^albn by arnKguow and general 
** wwds— a$ sK^croachiBg of rpyal power, fubvcrting of fan-. 
*^ daoiental bws» and the Uk^ ; and thirdly, how dangerous it 
»« k by conftru^ipq aod anQlogy to make treaibns, where the 
>^ ktter of the Hw has not done it, for fuch a method admits of 
*^ no liniits or bpunds, but rum as far as the wit and invention 
** of accufeFs, afyl the odioufnei3 and deteftati^n of perfens ac-t 
•* ciifed, will cs^y npicn/* 

In another palTage, after having given his comment upon 
this ftatute — ^after having dated what are the overt adh, which 
fall within the letter of it, and the found interpretation of it, he 
fay$, ♦^ It has been the great wiHom and care of the parliament 
♦♦ to keep Judges within the bounds and exprefs limits of thi« 
** afi, and not to fufFcr them to run out upon their own opinions 
*• into conftrudive treafons, though in cafes that feem to have 
** a parity of reafon, (like cafes of treafon) but referves them to 
** the decifion of parlia^nciit. This is a great fecurity as well 
^* as dire<Jtion to Judges^ and a great fafeguard even to this facreJ 
** ?>&. itfelf ; and therefore, as before I obferved in the chapter 
** of levying of war, this claufe of the ftatute leaves a weighty 
** memento for Judges to be careful that they be not over hafty 
** in letting in conftniftive or interpretative treafons, not within 
<* the letter of the law, at leaft in fuch new cafes as have not 
** been formerly expre&ly refolved, and fettled by more than 
♦* one precedent." 

Gentlemen of the Jury, I am perfuaded, as thofe were pei«- 
'fuaded who conduced the defence of lord George Gordon, that 
we live in days, xxk which th^ Judges of the country neither 
have the inclination nor thje courage to ftretch the law beyond 
its limits. \ Ihiiiik o^yfelf bpund to ftate that^, and thofe, who 
dare to ftate the c^mtrary in any place, do not do the jufticq to 
country, which i$ due fro9i every individual in it. 

Gentlemen, having ftated thus much to you, I now ftate, 
in order to be perfeftly underftood, that I do moft diftinfWy 
difavQw making any charge of conftruSive treafon ; that I do 
moft diftindiy difavow gating i^ this indidbnent any like c<ifi 
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pftreafon not fpeclfied in the ilatute ; that I do moft diftinAIj 
difavow flating any thing that can be called cumulative treafotv, 
or analogous treafon ; that I do moft diftin£Uy difavow tn^ 
hancing any things by a parity of reafon^ into treafon vjbi^h is 
not fpecified in that Jiatute ; that I do moft diftin^y difavo\^ 
enhancing crimes of any kind^ or a life fpent in crimes^ if you 
chufe fo to put it, into treafon, if it be not treafon fpecified in 
the JiatutCy and the queftion between us I ftate diftinSly to be 
this — ^whether the- defendant is guilty of a treafon fpecified in 
the JiatutCy and whether the evidence that is to be brought be- 
fore you amounts to tliat proof, that will be fatisfa&ory to your 
minds and confciences, your minds and confciences being pre* 
pared to admit no proof, but what you think you ought to 
receive under the obligation of an oath, proof high enougk 
that he may be probably attainted of open deed, of a treafon 
fpecified in the ftatute. 

Then, Gentlemen, to ftate the charge to you : — The in- 
difiment charges the defendant with compaffing and imagining 
the King's death, and with having taken meafures to effedhiate 
that purpofe. — Now, that it may be thoroughly underftood, 
you will permit me to ftate to you here, that there is not only 
a manifeft diftindion in reafon, but a fettled diftinfdon in the 
courfe of judicial practice, fettled for no other caufe but that it 
was a manifeft diftinflion in reafon, between — ** like cafes of 
** treafon," conftruftive, analogous, or cumulative treafons, anS 
various overt afts of the fame treafon. 

Gentlemen, whether the a6is laid as overt a£b of treafons, 
fpecified in the ftatute, and fpecified in the indi&ment, amount, 
in all their circumftances, to an open deed, or deeds, by which a 
perfon may be provably attainted of the fpecified treafon, is thfc 
queftion which a Jury are to try. To explain myfelf upon this, 
I take it to be clear, and I will not, in this ftage of this bufinefs 
at leaft, enter into the difcuffioni of what I call the clear and efta- 
bliflicd law of England, becaufe I will not, in a cafe of high 
treafon, any more than I would in a difpute about the eftate of 
any Gentleman who hears me, for the purpofe of arguing points, 
7 enter 
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enter into difcuffions upon what I take to be the clear and eftabliihea 
law of England, and not only the fecurity of the fubjeft in this 
refpcdl, but the fecurity of the fubjeft in no refpeft, in his per- 
fon, his life, or his property, can be taken to exift in this coun- 
try, if I am not as fully authorized to ftate to you, with as much 
confidence, what the law is, in cafe of treafon, from the decifions, 
whidi for centuries have been made in courts refpe6ting it, as I 
am to ftate to you, from decifions of courts refpedHng property, 
what the law of property is ; I fay I take it to be clear that dc- 
pofing the King, entering into meafures for depofing the King, 
confpiring with foreigners and others to invade the kingdom, 
going to a foreign country to procure the invafion of the kingdomv 
or propofmg to go there to that end, and taking any ftep in opder 
thereto — confpiring to raife an infurredion either to dethrone the 
King, imprifon the King, or oblige him to aher his meafures of 
government, or to compel him to remove evil counfellors from 
him, are and have all been held, as Mr. Juftice Fofter fays, tp 
be deeds proving an intent to do that treafon, which is mentioned 
in the ftatute to be overt afts of treafon in compaffing the King's 
death. 

It would be very extraordinary if thefe great judges, Fofter and 
Hale, after holding the language they have ftated, were to be re- 
prefented by any man, as not afting themfelves under the eficdt 
and influence of that weighty memento, which they held out to 
thofe, who were to fucceed them in the feat of judgment; yet I 
ftate all this to you in the words, in which thefe learned judges 
have handed down the expofition of the ftatute, who would have 
fuffered death, for they both valued the liberties of their country^ 
before they would have charged " a like cafe of treafon" in an 
indictment, and yet they have concurred (as all the judges 
of England have done, and the parliament into the bargain) m 
the conftru&ion and expofition of the ftatute, (and in hck execu- 
tions have been made upon it j , that all thefe things are overt afb 
of the fame treafon, that is fpecified in the ftatute. What is the 
reafon of it ? becaufe the law holds that he, who does an aft* 
meaning to do it, which may endanger the King's life, compaffes 
and imagines the death of the King, if he does an a<9: which may 
endanger his life, if, in the ordinary courfe of things, and, ac- 
cording 
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corfing to the comrtion experience of mankirti, ttle meafuf^ 
which hfr takes, in purfuance of a purpofe to take it, will brin|; 
the King to his grave. 

This therefore is not raifing confttu6iive treafon, it !s not raif- 
ing treafon by analogy, it is not ftating " like cafes of trcafoti'* 
not fpecified in, but referved by the ftatute to the judgment of 
parliament, but it is ftating overt afts, which are meafares taken 
in purfuance of treafonable purpofes, which meafures muft ne* 
ceflarily be as various in their kinds, as the ways and means, by 
,which» in fadb and open deeds, taken in purfuance of its purpofes^ 
,tbe human heart manifefts its intent to commit ibme one or 
other of the treafons fpecified in the ftatute. 

Gentlemett) the referving claufe ift the a<St is extremely mate* 
iial ; and, if cotirts and juries have done wrong in the manner in 
^hich they have executed this ftatute, if the interpretations, 
which they have made of the ftatute, are not right, they have 
tfone it againft a prohibition in the ftatute, which they were 
called upon by their oaths duly to expound, and they have done it 
in the prefence and under the eye of that parliament, which had 
exprefsly forbidden them to do it. I fay the conclufion upon 
tliat is, that they have done it rightly* 

Gcademen, the judgment of the courts of law are in this 
country perfectly familiar to parliament. Ails have been made^ 
over and over again, in order to bring back the expofitions of the 
law to the true conftrufkion, to the letter, which is the true cont 
ftruAion, in a found judicial fenfe, to bring it back again to the 
ilattite of Ed^zrd III. ; but we have lived to this hour without 
parliament thinking that they were to make fo perfeSly a dead 
ietttx of the letter of the ftatute, as that they fliould fay that art 
overt aft, which expreffed and imported the imagination of th^ 
taind to do the treafon fpecified, fliould not be taken to be an 
«9: of high treafon within the ftatute ; becaufe the ftatute only 
mentions the thing which is to be compaffed and imagined, and 
•does not mention the ways and means, by which the human 
heart may ftiew and manifeft that it does compafs and imagine 
what the ftatute fpeaks of. 

Gentlemen, this is not all, becaufe this is not only according 

to the law of England, as it is adminiftered in courts of juftice, 
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•but alfo to tlie pnx:eediiig^ in parliament, which are a parliament 
tary expofition, If I may fo ftate it, of the law. Proceedings in 
paiitament have been had, where the ftatute has been thus coa- 
ilrued, and where this diftiniS^ion that I am ftating between ovett 
ads of the fpecified treafon and the " like cafes of treafon,*' has 
been exprefsly taken, exprefsly adted upon, propofed by one houfe 
of the Icgiflature to the other hotife, and aAed upon by the cro.\vii 
in executing the fentences of that houfe. 

Gentlemen, the diftindlion then is only this — ^** a like cafe of 
** treafon'* is a cafe of treafon not fpecified in the ftatute, a cafe 
of the like mifchief, as a cafe fpecified in the ftatute ; but the 
identical cafe fpecified in the ftatute muft be before you, or, lo 
avoid all difpute upon the fubjeS, I fay, if it is a cafe tliat is 
•not fpecified in the ftatute, it is a cafe that muft be fhcwn to 
parliament according to the direftions of the ftatute ; but that 
fadis alike in their nature, that oj>€n deeds alike in their natucc 
and tendency, however various in their circuraftances, may ptove 
the fame intention to exift in the minds of thoie who do them, 
and may be meafures, taken in purfuance of the fame purpofe, 
and to effediuate the fame thing, is a diftinfti.on that appears to 
ray mind to be perfei^ly obvious. 

Gentlemen, I conceive therefore that the queflion of com- 
paffing the King's death is this— whether the jury are fully fatlft«> 
fied, confcientiouily fatisfied, that they have that evidence, by 
which they find tliat the a£ls, laid as overt aSs of compafiiag the 
particular fpecified treafon pentioned in the indictment, were 
tneafures taken in purfuaiKe of and to efieiSluate that treaiba 
fpecified at once in the ftatute, and in the indi£i:ment. 

Gentlemen, I proteft fer myfelf I am forry to trouble you thm 
much at large by general reafoning, but you will find that it has 
an application, and a clofe application to the cafe ; this is an im» 
poitant public caufe, and therefore we fliould be thoroughly un^ 
derftood. I cannot underftand what conftru£tive overt ads 
mean, though I do underftand conftrudive treafons. Levying 
war againft the King, not againft his perfon, but againft his 
royal majefty, is conftrudtve treafon ; that isj if men aftemble 
together without any intent to do an aft, which in the natural 
confequencc of things will affeft the King's life, fuch as pulling 

down 
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down all priibns or houfes of any other deicrlption, that is axP* 
firu£tive treafon, it being, by conftradlion, as Mr. Juftice Fofter 
lays, againft the King's royal majefty, not levied againft his pcr- 
fbn; notoneof the ai^ of a more flagitious kind, wilfully done 
or attempted to be done» by which the King's life may be in 
danger, but which are levelled againft his royal majefty ; thefe 
have by conftruftion been held to be treafon : but even thefe the 
Iegi£ature has never confidered as not authorifed by the letter c£ 
tfic ftatute ; thefe they have permitted to be proceeded upon in the 
country as found decifions and conftru<^ions upon the ad of par- 
lament : many have been convidled upon them ; execution hath 
fcllowed ; and no one hath ever doubted either thelaw or the juftice 
of thefe determinations. But, as to conftrudlive overt aSs of conw 
paffing and imagining the death of the King, where the indi£k- 
ment lays the imagining and compaffing as the offence, the overt 
aft is not conftruftive, the ftcp taken to effe£luate it muft be 
fuch an aft, wilfully and deliberately done, as muft fatisfy the 
confcience of a jury, that there was an intention, by depofing, or 
otherwife, to put the King in circumftances, in which, accord- 
ing to the ordinary experience of mankindj his life would be in 
danger. 

Gentlemen, I have before ftated to you, for another purpofe, 
various afts, which are overt afts of compaffing the King's death. 
I will repeat them fliortly: *' Depofing him,— entering into 
•* meafures to depofe him, — confpiring to imprifon him"— 
which you obferve is an aft that m:\y be done without an aftual 
intent to put him to death, — a man may confpire to imprifbn 
the King without an aftual intent to put him to death, but you 
-will find the reafon why that is held to be compaffing and ima- 
gining the death of the King with the fanftion of all times fince 
this ftatute of Edward III. and with the fanftion of every fpecies 
•of judicial authority, which the country could give ; ** to get his 
" perfon into the power of confpirators"— Why is all this treafon ? 
** becaufe,-' fays Mr. Juftice Fofter, ** the care, which the law 
" hath taken for the perfonal fafety of the King, is not confined 
*^ to aftions or attempts of a more flagitious kind, fuch as at- 
*' tempts either to aflaffinate, or to poifon, or other attempts di- 
**" reftly and immediately aiming at his life'^ it is extended to 
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"every thing, wilfully and deliberately <lonc, or'attempteJi 
•* whereby his life may be endangered, and therefore the cntor-^ 
" ing into meafures for depofing, or imprifoning him," or to get 
** his perfon into the power of the confpirators, thefc ofFcntes are 
" overt a£^s of treafon within this branch of this ftatute,*for ex- 
" perience hath fhewn that between the prifons and the ghyes of 
" Kings the diftance is very fmall," and experience has not 
grov^rn weaker upon this fubjeft in modem times : OfFenies* 
which are not fo perfonal, as thofe already mentioned, have been; 
with great propriety, brought within the fame rule, as having i 
tendency, though not fo immediate, to the fame fatal end. ' 

Lord Hale upon this fays, ** though the confpiracy be not 
** immediately, and diredlly, and expr^fsly the death of the King| 
*' but the confpiracy is of fomething that in all probability muft 
*' induce it, and the overt acl is of fuch a thing as muft induce it^ 
*' this is an overt aft to prove the compafflng the King's death.'* 
The inftance he gives, as expofitory of his text is this : *' If meii 
" confpire to imprifon the King by force and a ftrong hand till 
" he hath yielded to certain demands, and for that purpofe gather 
** company or write letters, this is an overt a6k to prove tht 
** compaffing of the King's death." What is the rcafon ? heg?ves 
the fame in fubftance, though different in the terms of it, as that 
which has been affigned by Mr. Juftice Foftcr : ** for it is irl 
** effect to defpoil him of his Kingly government." Thefe are 
the words of Lord Hale ; and, though the reafons given by Lord 
Hale and Mr. Juftice Fofter are different ia words, they are th6 
fame in fubftance: it may be faid, with equal truth, between 
defpoiling a King of his Kingly government and the graves of 
Kings the dilbnce is very fmall. Imprifonment is the fame as 
depofitioh, and he who compafles the depofition of the King, aC^ 
cordine to all judicial conftru£lion, compaflfes his death ; it is thci 
fame as depofition, becaufe it is a temporary defpoiling him of his 
Kingly government, which, according to this interpretation of 
the law, ufually ends in death. 

Gentlemen, offences not fo perfonal as thofe enumerated fall 
within the fame rule, as having a tendency to the fame fatal end: 
if foreigners are not at war with you> the offence of goinij into a 
foreign country, or propofing to go there, or taking any fte^J 
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thereto hi order to invite foreigners into this kingdom ibr a tiea« 
Ibnable purpofe, can only fall within that iHanch of treafon of 
compaffing the King's death : if they are at war with you, then 
the feme a&. amounts to another fyecies of treafon, which is an 
*♦ adhering to the King's enemies ;" and perhaps you will find 
that the cafe I have to ftate is not without pregnant evidence of 
this fpecies of overt a£l. 

Gentlemen, having ftated thus much to you, I proceed now 
to confider the indiflment, and what I have ftated, before I men- 
tioned the fubftancc of the indidiment, I have ftated to lay in my 
claim to full credit with you, when I fay, that no man living can 
wifh to exprefs to you more ftrongly than I wifti to do (we have 
indeed, each of us, as great an intereft in the true conftrudlion of 
this law, as any other man can have in it), that the law of treafouj 
in confidering the charge, that I have brought before you under the 
command, that has authorifed me to bring it here, muft not be 
extended one fingle iota beyond what is the eftablifhed law in 
this country, as eftablifhed as the law is, that fays that the pro- 
perty, that you bought yefterday, you may give to whom you 
pleafc to-morrow. 

Gentlemen, the indiSment, finding feveral perfons entitled 
to be tried feparately, though indifted jointly, combined in a 
particular a£l, which I will ftate by and by, has charged them 
with compaffing the King's death : it has then proceeded, becaufe 
the compaffing and imagination of the heart cannot be known to 
man — and there muft be an overt aft to manifeftit — it has charged 
them w\th meeting among themfelves to caufe and procure a con- 
vention of divers fubje£ls of the King to be held within this king- 
dom, and not only a convention to be held within the kingdom, 
but to be held with intent and in order that the perfons to be af- 
Jfemblid at fuch convintion and meeting Jhould and mighty wickedly 
4xnd iraitoroujlyy without^ and in defiance of the authority^ and againfl 
'the will of the parliament of this kingdom^ fubvert and alter the 
Ugiflaturty rule^ and government^ eflablifloed in it^ and depofe the 
King from the royal flate^ title, power, and government thereof. 

It then cliarges them with having compofcd, written and 

publiflied, and caufed to be compofed, written, and publiflied, 

^divers books, pamphlets, letters, inftruftions, refolutions, orders, 

^declarations, addrcffes and writings, fuch books, pamphlets-, let- 
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%ers9 inftru£tions> relblutions, orders, dedarations,. addrefieC) 
and writings, fo refpeftively compofecl, written, publiflied, 
and caufed to be compofed, written, and publi{bed, pttrporc* 
ing and containing therein (among other things) incitements, 
encouragements, and exhortations, to move, induce, and per- 
fuade the fubje£ls of the King to choofe, depute, an^ fendper* 
Tons, as delegates, to compofe, not a convention, but st/CH a 
convention and meeting, that is, a convention to aif in the 
manner that the firji overt ail has Jlated itj to be holdenfor thi 
traitorous purpofes before ntentiofied* 

It then dates, as a third overt a£t, confultationi among tliemi 
how^ when, and where, fuch convention and meeting (houldi 
be aflembled, and held, and by what means the fubjedts of the 
King might be induced and moved to fend perfons as delegates 
to cdnftitute it. 

It then charges, that thefe perfons did confent and agree, thstt 
Mr* Joyce and feveral other perfons named, ihould meet, con- 
fer, and co-operate among themfelves, and with other traitor^, 
to caufe the calling and aflemblingyi^r^ convention and meeting 
iovjiicb traitorous pttrpofes. 

It then charges the providing of arms, of different defcriptions, 
for thefe purpofes ; and then it charges a confpiracy to make war 
in the kingdom, and it charges a confpiracy to fubvert and alter 
the legiilature and government of the kingdom » and to depofe 
the King ; that is, as I underftand it, that, if you ihould not 
be iatisfied that the calling fuch a convention, as is mentioned 
in the firft part of the indi^ment, was a mean to efFeduate 
that compafling and imagination, which is mentioned in the in-^ 
trodudory part of the indiftment, yet you will find in the evi- 
dence, which is to be laid before you^ even if pu pay no at- 
tention to that circumftance of calling a convention, fufficieat 
evidence of a confpiracy to depofe the King, 

It then flates again, that they publifhed feveral books, and 
other matters of the fame kind, in order tQ bring about the 
traitorous purpofes laji mentioned ; and charges, as a further 
overt aft, providing arms for that purpofe. 

Now, Gentlemen, having before dated to you, that a coafpi- 
racy to depofe the King, and I have not dated it to you in my 
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own words, t)ut in the words' of the authorities I mentioned, 
that a confpiracy to depofe the King, that a confpiracy to im- 
prifon the King, a confpiracy to procure an invafion, with fteps 
taken to effeftuate fuch a confpiracy, (a confpiracy indeed itfelf 
being a ftep for that purpofe,) is treafon, you will obferve that, 
in this indiilment, a confpiracy to depofe the King is exprefely 
charged, and, I think, it will be clearly proved. If a confpiracy 
to depofe the King be an overt a6l of high treafon, permit me 
then, to alk you, what can a confpiracy to fubvert the monarchy 
of the Country, including in it the depofition of the King, bej 
but an overt a£t of high treafon ? In the objeft of fuch a con- 
fpiracy the King is neceflarHy involved, and it is already fhewn 
that conijiiring to depofe him is compaffing his death. 

Gentlemen, read as you are in the hiftory of the country, give 
me leave to a{k you, if meafures had been taken, after the Revo- 
lution, to effedluate a confpiracy to dethrone King William, and 
to reftore King James, without all doubt, the meafure taken, 
would have conftituted the crime of high treafon within the 
'claufe of compaffing the King's death, although the confpirators 
could have been fliewn fatisfaftorily to have no more meant the 
*a6lual natural death of King William, than they meant the 
^aftual iratural death of King James, whom they intended to re- 
place upon the throne — but what fays the law to that — ^the law 
fays you cannot mean to depofe the King without meaning tO' 
endanger his fife, and, if you* mean to endanger his life, yoa 
muft abide the confequences of it. 

Put it another way — If the projedl had been to depofe the 
fame King William, arid meafures had been taken upon it — ^ 
not with a view to bring back to the throne King James II, but 

. merely to fend back King William to his former charadler of 
Prince of Orange, and not to reftore King James, but to reflore 
a Commoniwealth, which is, what I think, I fhall fatisfy you, 
thofe, who are charged by this indicStment, meant by " a full 
*' and fair reprefcntation of the people," whether you call it ** a 
•* full and fair reprefentation of the people In parliament ^^^ or dp 
not ufe the words " in parliament," can a lawyer be found to 
fay that it could be fbted in law that it is not high treafon? I 
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don't know what may not be ftated— all that I mean -to fay at 
, prefent is^, that according to the beft lights which I can get of the 
law — under which I have Hved, it does not appear to me to be pro- 
bable, that any man will fo ftate it. Far be it from me, how- 
ever, to have the vanity to fay that (avowing that I fhould certain- 
ly not think of encountering the current authorities of the coun- 
try for centuries,) I am, without the poffibility of contradi<Slion} 
ftating that I am following the authorities of the country for cen^ 
turies ; but I am ready to fay this, that I cannot conceive or 
imagine by what fpccies of reafoning, or upon what principle, or 
upon what authority, it is to be contended, that this v/ould not 
have l^en high treafon. 

Gentlemen, take it another way. If the regicides oi King 
Charles I. had been tried for compaiTing the death of King 
Charles I. fuppofmg they had only depofed him, inftead of putr- 
ting him to death, could they have contended, that, though they 
would have been guilty of high treafon, if they had placed an- 
other individual upon the throne, (which would have, been alike 
to the cafe I have put of confpiring to put James in the place of 
William) could they have contended then, that they were nojt 
guilty of high treafon, becaufe they depofed the King, without 
•fubftituting another King in his place, and becaufe they left the 
government to be filled up by the Commonwealth without a 
King ? 

Give me leave to afk another thing — Suppofe it had happened 
after King William came to the throne, that not thofe events, that 
did adlually happen, took place, but that any fet of men. in this 
country {hould have ventured to meet in a conventipn of dele- 
gates from affiliated focieties, for the purpofe of depofing King 
William, under pretence of affembling a convention of the 
people, having, or claiming the civil and political authority of 
the country, and intending to have no King in the country, 
would it have been pcffible in King William's time to have con- 
tended, becaufe they met, under pretence of being a convention 
of the people, afluming to themfelves civil and political autho- 
• rity, and with fpcb meaning, that the confpiracy was not as 
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completely a compafling the death of King William, as if the 
confpiracyhad been, l^y the fame perfons, in the cafe of affiliated 
focieties, forming the like convention of delegates, to bring King 
James again to the throne? 

If I levy war in this country againft the King, with intent to 
)>ring another upon the throne, I am guilty of high treafon. If 
I levy war, that is an overt z&, of compafTii^g the Kii>g's death. 
If I confpirc to levy direfk war, that h a compaffing the King'? 
death, unlefs all the branches of the Icgiflature have put a maa 
to death tipon an error. If 1 hold a fortrefs againft the King to 
put ano her upon bis throne, I am guilty of high treafon. Aiu 
I guilty of DO offence if I do the fame ads, not for the purpofe 
of continuing the monarchy of the country in another perfon, 
Ibut for the purpofe of deftroying the monarchy altogether? 
What is this but doing an a6l involving in it high treafon, an^ 
snor^? High treafon in depofmg the King ! more — in bringing 
about all that additional anarchy, which we know, which the 
experience of mankind proves to be confequent upon the change, 
where the change is not only of the perfons who adminifter 
the government, but of the government itfelf, if deJirunUn 
can be called change P 

Gentlempn, to ^ffert therefore that meafures, taken for a total 
fubverfion of the monarchy of the country, including in it an 
intention to depofe the King, (mark the words, I ftate, includ- 
ing in it an intention to depofe the King,) are not overt a6ls of 
compafling the King*s death, merely becaufe the ftatute of 
Edward III. has not included all overt a£is in words, but has left 
to juries to determine what are overt. adls, by which they cari 
probably attaint — to affert that the ftatute does not include the 
cafe, becaufe it is compaffing the death of the King, and more ; 
if this were to be aflertcd in a court of juftice, (what is aflerted 
out of a court of joftice no man pays much attention to,) I (hould 
certainly fey of it, that it was the aflbrtion of thofe who had ill 
confidered the law, and if aflerted out of a court of juftice, and 
«vith a reference to what is to be done in a Court of Juftice, I 
(bould fay it deferyed tp have aq obfervation of a hariher kin4 
mad^ upon it, 

Thi^ 



( 55 ) 

This mdi^ment, belides charging a confpiracy to depofe the ' 
King, in «xprefs terms, of which I (hall infill before you there 
js abundant evidence, diarges a confpiracy to call a convention 
againjl the willy in defiance ofy and agmnjl the authority of par- 
liamenty for the purpofe of depofing the King ; it charges further 
a6ls, namely, that they caufed to be compofed and written divers 
books, pamphlets, letters, inftrufiions, refolutions, orders, decla-* 
rations, addreflcs, and writings, containing incitements, induce- 
ments, and exhortations, to move, feduce, and pcrfv^ade the fubje6b 
of the King to fend delegates to fiich convention^ as to which I fay 
of many of them, though I did not know their real charafler till 
I had feen them altogether, that they are both overt adls, and 
evidence of overt afts of high treafon. 

Now, before I ftate to you the particulars of the evidence, I 
am afraid I muft, however painful it is to me to alk fo great a 
portion of your attention, trouble you with fome general obfcr- 
vations, that I think will have a tendency to render intelligible to 
you the complicated mafs of evidence, which I have to lay be- 
fore you^ 

Gentlemen, the Convention, meant to be called by thoTe who 
are charged with the confpiracy in this indiflment, was, as I col- 
left from the cfFeft of the evidence, a convention of perfons, 
who were to aflume the chara6ler of a convention of the people, 
claiming, as fuch, all civil and political authority, propofing to 
exercife it by altering the government, otherwife than by afts of 
the prcfent conftituted legiflature, otherwife than by thofe fta- 
tutes, according to which the King has fwom at the hazard of 
his life to govern. 

Gentlemen, if this is made out, it appears to me to follow ne- 
ceflarily on the part of all who took a ftep to afTemble it, that 
they arc guilty of a confpiracy to depofe the King, to depofe hinji 
from the charadler, which he holds in the conftitution of the fo- 
vereign power of this kingdom, as by law eftablifheil, that law 
by which, I ag-ain repeat tQ you, be is fworn to gov,era. 

Gentlemen, if they confpirtd to afl^mble in a Convention, 
which v/as of its own authority, and againft the will of the le- 
giilatp/e, and in defiance of it, to ad^ as an alTembly to confli- 
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txkte a govcmtncnt, and*to affume fo far fovcreign power, it Js, 
I- conceive, according to the law of England, a confpiracy to de- 
pofe from the fovereignty him, who, under the reftraints of the 
conftitution and the law, now holds that fovereignty. There 
cannot be two fovereign powers in a ftate ; there may be a com- 
plication of authorities vefted in a great variety of perfons„ making 
lip one fovereign power, but there cannot be two fovereiga 
powers in a ftate : it is impaflible. If a meeting aflembled, as a 
convention of the people, arrogating to themfelves all civil and 
political authority as fuch, and meaning to exercife it, one or 
other of thefe confequences muft follow: the King and the par- 
liament muft be obedient to the meeting, or the meeting, aflem- 
bled as a convention, muft be obedient to the King and parlia-r 
ment ; if the meeting is to be obedient to the King and parlia- 
ment, it cannot efFeft its purpofes ; it is impoffible ; if its purpofe 
be to depofe the King, I fay, a confpiracy to call fuch a meeting 
is an overt zSt of high trcafon. 

Gentlemen, I beg your attention to my exprefUpns ; if the 
meeting means to oblige the King and parliament to be obedient 
to them by the exertion of o}^>en force, though it may not efle£t 
its purpofe, that makes no difference, the law muft be the fame— 
I. may be wrong perhaps in ftating the law, but it appears to me 
that the law muft be the fame if the meeting projects the pur-r 
pofe, whether the forge of the meeting is fufficieat to efFe£l the 
purpofe or not. 

This I fay is a confpiracy to affume the fovereign power : it is 
a. confpiracy therefore of neceffity meant to depofe the exifting 
power, and of neceffity to depofe the King. I fay meai^t to de- 
pofe, for I repeat it, that whether the confpiracy is fuccefsful or 
jiot, is immaterial. 

Gentlemen, though the particular fafl: of calling fuch a con- 
vention, now alledged as an overt afl:"^of treafon, may be repre- 
fented to be new in the hiftory of this country, it is not there- 
fore, and becaufe it is new, only inafmuch as it is more thaa 
prdinarily audacious, lefs an overt a£t of compaifing the death 
or depofition of th^ King, if the intent of it was to fubvert the 
fovereign ruling power, 
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Gentlemen, there is another diftindiott, which I would beg 
your attention to. It is of no confequence whether the firft 
meeting, propofed to be affembled, waf dejigned to be a conventlm^ 
ihatfiould ajjume all civil and political authority ^ or was only t9 
devife the means of forming a conjlituent ajfembly^ a body^ 
which fhould ajjume it ; for any a£t taken towards afiuming it 
againft the will, in defiance of, and againft the authority of the 
King and parliament, and removing him from that fituation in 
the charadter of fovereign, which he has in this country ; any 
a61: taken towards the formation of a body, which was to 
affume fuch authority, is an aft of confpiring the depo- 
fition of the King, any a£l towards convening a national af- 
fembly, to adt with fovereign power, not formed by the legif- 
lature, is an adl done towards depofing the King, who now has, 
under the reftraints of the conftitutipn, and the proviiions and 
limitations of the law, the fovereign power veiled in hrm, you 
cannot fet about organizing a body, which is thus to aft, without 
meaning to depofe the King, without meaning to form a body, 
that is to ufurp the powers of government. 
- Gentlemen, I think the evidence, that I fliall lay before you, 
will moft abundantly fatisfy you that the convention, which the 
pcrfons charged confpired to form, was a convention t© alter .the 
whole form of the fovereign power of this country, that it was 
|o form, or to devife the means of forming a reprefcntative go- 
vernment — to veft in a body, founded upon univerfal fufFrage and 
the alledged unalienable, and, as they are called, imprefcriptible 
rights of man, all the legijlative and executive government of 
the country ; that a confpiracy to this end v^ould be an overt aft 
of high treafon, I prefume cannot be difputed ; it depofes the 
King in the deftruftion of the regal ofl&ce in the conftitution of 
the ftate. 

Gentlemen, I go further: if it had been intended to have re- 
tained the name and office of the King in the country, and to 
have retained it in the perfon of the prefent King, creating, how- 
ever, by the authority of the intended convention, a new legifla- 
ture, to aft with him, provided they would allow him to aft with 
fuch new legiflature, and thus calling upon him to aft againft the 
exprefs obligations of his coronation oath, if he could forget it, it 
ftill would have been a confpiracy to depofe him from his royal 
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^thority, as now eftabli(hed : if he refufed to aA, he niuft lie^ 
eefl&rily be depofied fix>in that authority ; if he did accept, he was 
not the King of England, as he is eftabliflied by law the King of 
England. But he could not accept ; he could not fo govern ; he 
k fwom not fo to govern ; he muft refufe, muft refill, and, in 
confeqaence of refifting, his life muft be in danger. 

Take it either way, that perfons confpired to form a convention 
to alTume all civil and political authority, as pretending to be a 
convention of the people (I care not with how much audacity 
tfiey pretend to be a convention of the people) , or to devife the 
iheans of conftituting fuch a convention, in order, and with the 
intent^ and againft the authority of parliament, that there (hould 
be no Kii^, or in order to the ereSing, by their own authority^ 
a new kgiflature to a£l together with a King, and together with 
the King, if they permitted theprefent to be the King^ I fubrait 
that fuch a confpiracy is an overt ad in the true conftrudlion of 
law, and high, treafon in compaffing the King's death. The 
King muft be depofed while fuch a new conftltution was fram^ 
ing ; he could not treat with fuch a convention till he had been 
depofed ; it could be thofe only, that had fovereign autho* 
lity, that could frame a conftltution : then he is furely, by this, 
defpoiled of his Kingly government, even as in a cafe of teropoi- 
rary imprifonment. I repeat again, that he could not, confiftently 
with his coronation oath, do otherwife than reje£l it when 
framed: it muft be taken for granted he would reje6k it; his 
life, therefore, could not but be in danger. To (uppofc that 
fuch a meeting, which propofed a new conftitution, would depart 
quietly home, and not adl, if it was not accepted, is out of the 
reach of all human credulity ; it is not, according to theordinary 
courfe and experience of mankind, to fuppofe that they fhould 
meet in numbers, and make no ufe of their numbers, if the (hew 
of them did not produce the efFeft intended : this is not according 
to the ordinary courfe and experience of mankind. 

Gentlemen, the King in his parliament could not be the fovc- 
reign power the moment the meeting could aft as a national 
conftituting aflembly, or could dircft, with effeft, fuch an affem- 
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My to meet. The power fo to ad, or to organiase with tSeSt 
IVidi a meeting, that fhoald fo ad, muft^^ tempore depofe crery 
other power. This is the charafter of a convention of the people^ 
I think, as given in the evidence I have to lay before yoir. 
With refpcd to the defendant, I think I fhall fatisfy you he 
confpired to call fuch a convention, and that he faid that the con- 
vention which I am to call is irrefiftible, it is unlimited, it is un- 
controllable, and that by fuch a Convention, myfidl and fair re^ 
prefentatlon of the people^ or a full and fair reprefentatim in 
parliament (if you choofe to take that expreffion, for it is not 
mere expreffion that determines what men mean), is to be ac- 
complifhed. 

Gentlemen, in the country in which I am fpeaking, when t 
vacant throne was given (I am now alluding to the time of King 
William) by thofe, who, as they are ftated in the Bill of Rights^ 
reprefented all the eftates of the people of this realm, to King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, they, who gave it, ceafed to have of to ei^ 
ercife the power of fovereignty in tIla^ inftant, as every lawyer 
muft fpeak of it, in that inftant the fovereign power of this country 
became veiled in the King and ^een upon the throne, to.be cxcN 
cifed in legiflation, undoubtedly, with the advice andconfent of par- 
Jiament, formed according to the law andcuftom of the country 
— incapable of being exercifed otherwife, and, as to the executive 
authority, exercifed under the control of provifions and limita^ 
tions of the law and conftitution, and with the advice which, ia 
every aft which the King does, makes fomebody refponfible. 

I infift that the defign of confpiring to aflemblc the people, 
who were to ad as a Convention of the people, claiming all civil 
and political authority, or claiming power to alter, againft its will, 
the conftituted legiflature, or a Meeting to form the means of bring- 
ing together fuch a Convention fo to adi, is an attempt to create a 
power fubyerfive of the authority of the King and parliament, a pow- 
er, which he is bound by oath to refift at all hazards. But it will 
pot reft here : This will be fufficiently proved ; but evidence will 
Jikewife be offered to you as fatisfaftory to provqr that the exprefs 
phjcftipfcallifig this Convention, the exprefs objeft of appointing 
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a Committee of Conference and Co-operation, which was to de^^ 
vife the means of conftituting fuchaConventic*!, was ultimately, 
iRnd finally, and in their profpeft, the depojilion of the King. 

Gentlemen, beyond this, and fuppofing it not to be proved,* 
the indiAment has charged as overt adls, a con^iracy, without 
the mean of a Convention, and not through that medium, to 
depofe the King ; if that confpiracy is made out by other a6is, 
though neither a Convention, affuming all political authority, 
jior a meeting to devife the means of calling a Convention, which 
Should affume all political authority, was intended, yet the Indidt' 
ment is made good. 

Gentlemen, the Indiftment further charges as an overt a(5l of 
.comparing the King'i death, which without queftion it is, the 
^:onfpiracy to levy war ; I do not mean conftru6live war. This 
I ftale, without queftion, to be an overt afl: of compaffing the 
King's death* A rifmg to oblige the King to alter his mcafures 
of government amounts to levying war within the ftatute. A 
confpiracy to levy war for this purpofe is an overt a£l oi com- 
paffing the King's death. If they confpired to form a reprefcnta- 
five government^ excluding the King entirely, which I fay is the 
faft, or, if they confpired not to form a reprefentative govern- 
ment, excluding the King entirely, but yet to compel him, by 
their own ftrength and force, to govern with others, and without 
^thofe, which he chofe to remain with him, by whofe advice and 
confent alone he is fvvorn and bound to govern, I mean the great 
Council of the nation, the Lords in Parliament aflembled, the 
Commons in parliament aflembled, according to the conflitution 
of the country, and to fubftitute againft his will, and againft the 
will of the prefent conftituted authority of the country, another 
authority, formed on the principles of univerfal fufFrage and an- 
nual reprefentation, and fo formed without the authority of Par- 
liament, I muft fubmit to the Court, and to you, that confpiring 
to do this would be an overt a£k of trcafon of depofing the King, 
and therefore of compaffing his death. 

Gentlemen, you will alfo obferve the indiftment has charged, 
and proof will be. offered to you to make it out, that thefe objefts 
were meant to be carried by force, by a£tual force. 

G?ntl^iT»en, 



f 61: J 

Gentlemen, the cafe, as I have hitherto reprefenidd it, is noC 
a cafe aiming merely at intimidating the I'cgiflature, andanducing 
it by an a£t done, which was, according to the forms of the coa-^ 
. ftituiion, to bury the conftitution in its grave, to new-mould 
the fovereign power ; the cafe goes far beyon^ Ithrs ; applicatioa 
in any £hape to Parliament was not only diiavDfwcd, but thie very 
competency of Parliament, if applied to, to make a law to new^ 
model the government, was difputed, and denied : the idea,of that 
competency was held to be irreconcikable to tfec very principle 
ve^n which thefe perfons affembled. I muft however itifxft, anid 
I mean to do it, with the full concurrence of my humble opinionp 
that a confpiracy to compd the King, by force, againfthis will, to 
give his affent to an adt obtained from the houfes of Parliament ia 
order to alter the government and frame of the conftrtution of the 
country, whether it was obtained from the two houfes of parliament, 
or either of them, by overawing them, or not overawing them, 
that a confpiracy, by force, to compel the King^ in the exercifeof 
the high^ft and moft effential a£l of the fovereignty of this coun- 
try, in the a£l of giving his confent to fuch an aft, to compel 
him, by force, to do that, is unqueftionably an overt aft of treafoa 
in depofing him, and in coropaffing his death* It is neither more 
nor lefs, to explain it in a word, than tofubftitute the willof thofe, 
who confpired to force him, in the room of that Royal will, in 
which, and by which alone, the laws of this country, andthe con- 
ftitution of this country have faid that a bill (however obtained 
before it comes to him) fliall receive the authority of a Statute. 

Gentlemen, I have thought it neceffary to ftate thus mudi 
before I come to ftate the circumftances of the cafe, and I wiR 
ftate to you in a word why. It is ik>t to be cxpefted by pedbns, 
who execute the great and important duty in the great and im- 
portant ftation, the funftions of which you are now called upon 
to execute, that Counfel at the bar fliall be able to ftate to you 
law, that no man can queftion the foundnefs of : nay. Gentle- 
men, it is not to be expefted by you jhat Counfel at the bar 
ihould be able to ftate to you in all cafes law, which men of 
grave charafter, and excellent underftandings, of great reafon, 
I * and 
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«|ld great experience in their profeffioil« may hot dt^ute tfk^ 
fodndnefe of. It is the duty of counfel, more particularly it is 
tbe duty of that counfeU who ought to remember that, if, in 
proTecuting the fubje£l, he preffes him unfairly, he betrays in 
the moft eflential point the duty which he owes to the (bvereign : 
it is Us duty to endeavour faithfully and honeftly to explain, and 
expound the law, that is, to apply to the h&s of the particular 
cafe, reafoning upon the law, according as he is able to do iu 
in the exercife of painful induftry» exerted under the refle£lioa 
that he is under much obligation at leaft to endeavour to repre^ 
ient the law truly. 

Gentlemen, I have thought it my duty, in a profecution, the 
]ftinciples of which intereft the civil happinefs of all mankind, t(% 
mention diftinfUy and fairly what are the principles upon which I 
I^TOceed : I have no doubt, m my own minJ, but that I have ftated 
thefe dofh-ines as the law of England would ftate them, and I 
claim from you and from the public that, in the fair exerctle of 
my duty, condufled under fuch a fenfc and undcrftanding of that, 
duty, as I have now explained to you, you and they will do me 
thb credit at leafi to think, that the princi[des which I have ftated 
ai'e fuch, as I believe to be fan£lioned by the law of England. 

Gentlemen, I fliall prefume for a moment, after having read 
to you the indiftment, and given you that expofition of it, which 
I humbly offer to your attention, that the law has (at leaft, ac- 
cording to my judgment, it certainly has) been complied with ill 
thefe refpefts, namely, the indiftment has told you with fufficient 
certainty what it is, that is meant to be imputed, as an overt a£t 
of compafling tho King's death. It is not neceflary to be dif* 
puting that now, becaufe, if I have fsiiled in the due execution 
of my duty in that rcfpeS, the priibner cannot be injured by it. 

Gentlemen, I have before faid to you that, in a cafe of higft 
treafon, the evidence muft not only be convincing, but it mull 
be formal ; and, though the objeft of the fecurity of the perfen 
and government of the King is the higheft ohjc& that the law 
has looked to, yet I muft, at the fame time, inform you, that 
the law, for the fecurity of the puWic^ which is in truth part of 
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Ithe objeft involved in the Qije^ of the fectirity of the fftr/hn and 
government of the King — is cffentially united with it— and infc- 
parable from it-^the law has required not only that you ttM 
liave one witnefs, if. he were the moft credible man in th« 
world, to give convincing evidence of the fa<5t» but that tbaC 
convincing evidence muft be rendered yet more convincing by 
the tefiimony of two witnefles ; that you (hould at lead have aoe 
witnefs to one oveit a£l» and another to another Overt a& of tht 
fame fpecies of treafon. 

Gentlemen, having dated to you the projefl, in a geneni 
way, to which I apprehend this indiAment ap|)lie$, I prefaoie 
that you may poffibly reafon thus : Whep this indi^hnent 
charges that thefe peribns compafled the death of the King, and 
to depofe him, that they confpired to afiemble a convention ijt 
defiance of the authority of parliament, to fubvert the ruk and 
government of the kingdom, againd the will, and in defiance of 
the legillature, to dethrone the monarch, reigning in the hearts 
of a great majority of his people, you will naturally aflc, bf 
what procefs was it, that fuch perfons, as thefe, could efle&uate 
fuch a purpofe ? When the indidkment charges, that they com- 
pofed a great variety of books, containing incitements to choofe 
perfons, as delegates, to compoie a convention for fuch traitorous 
purpofes, in what language, you will naturally afk, could fuch 
incitements, to fuch a momentous proje6l, have been conveyed, 
and to whom could that language have been addreffed ? When 
it charges, that they met, and deliberated among themfelves, 
together with divers other falfe traitors, at what time, in what 
manner, and in what place, it may be afked, have thefe people 
met to deliberate upon that projedt, for the accompliftiment of 
vrhich fo many perfons muft be engaged? By what means 
were they to bring together the fubjefb of the country, to fend 
delegates to fuch a traitorous convention, to afiume fuch fove- 
reign power? This fort of queftion may be purfued. I (haU 
not purfue it by obfervations upon every overt adl in this in* 
didhnent. 

Now, Gentlemen, niy anfwer to this is a (hort one. I think 
it' will be proved to your fatis&diion^ that, as they meant, im 
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Ac words of the a£l: of parliament, to introduce that fyftem of 
mifery and anarchy, which prevailed in France, they meant to 
introduce it by the fame means, to proceed upon the fame princi- 
ples to the fame end^ and by the fiime a£b to execute the fame 
purpofes. 

Gentlemen, if the experience of Europe had not manifefted 
what has pafled in France, (and this projedt might perhaps be 
brought from France into Great Britain by but an individual or 
two,) if that experience had not fhewn us what has pafled in 
France, to the dedruflion of its old government— to the deftruc- 
lion alike of that government, which they fubftituted in the 
Toomofitsold government — and which, in the laft a6l of its 
power, protefted againft the cxiftence of clubs, as not poilible to 
cxift together with the fecurity of any Country, I fay, till the 
fobvcrfion of government in France took place, and upon princi- 
ples, to a blind admiration of which in this Country, — (a country 
.which, under the peculiar favour of Providence, is alike in its 
bleflings, as it is in its fituation, " toto divtfos orbe Britannos^^^ but 
in which we have found a difpofition to facrifice all thofe blefGngs) 
^— it could not perhaps have entered into the heart of man — to 
conceive that a proje6l, fo extcnfive fliould have been fet on foot 
by perfons in number fo few — that a project, exifling almofl: 
every where, fliould yet be vifible no where — that a projeft 
fliould be fo deeply combined, and complicated, fliould exift to 
fuch an almofl inconceivable extent, fliould be formed with fo 
much political craft — it could not enter into the heart of man to 
conceive, that it Ihould have exifted in any country, much lefs, 
that it was poflible that it fliould exift in this country of Great 
Britain to the extent in which I am fure, whatever your ver- 
di£t may fay upon the guilt of the prifoner, you will be fatis- 
fied it has exifted in this country. 

But the law of England does not require that any fuch cafe, 
as this, fliould be proved before you. If you are fatisfied that 
what the indi£tment charges was imagined, and that a ftep 
was taken to effeftuate that intent, it is enough — it fe not the 
Extent, in which ihe px6]t6t was proceeded upon — it is not the 
extent, to which the project was ruinous — ^it is not neceflkry to 

prove. 



( 65 ) 
I>r6ve, that the means were as competent to the end propofed, ad 
they were thought to be, by thofe who ufed them. No, Gen- 
tlemen, the providence of the law fteps in upon their firft motion, 
whether they furaifli themfelves with means adequate or inade- 
quate to their purpofes— the law fteps in then, conceiving its 
providence at that moment to be ncceflary for the fafety of the 
King and the fecurity of the fubjed. 

The projeft, the general charafter of which I (halt give you, 
proving it by the particular fa£U, and applying the particular 
fa£ls (for I have no right to give you the general projeft, unlefs I 
canfo apply the particular fz&s) to the perfon now accufed, 
feems to me to have been this. Imported from France in the 
latter end of the year 1791 or 1792, by whom brought hither it 
docs not much matter^ the intent was to conftitute in London^ 
vrith a£Bliated focieties in the country, clubs which were to govern 
this country upon the principles of the French government, the 
alledged unalienable, imprefcriptible rights of man, fuch, as they 
are ftated to be, inconfiftent, in the very nature of them, with the 
being of a king, or of lords, in a government — depofing there- 
fore, the moment they come into execution, in the a£t of 
creating a fovereign power, either mediately or immediately, the 
ICing, and introducing a Republican government with a right 
of eternal reform, and therefore, with a profpefl of eternal revo- 
lution. 

Gentlemen, we have all heard of a club called the Jacobin 
Club at Paris. This, with its affiliated focieties, however im- 
poflible it was thought that it fhould efFed fuch things, however 
wild the man would have been thought, into whofe head fuch 
an imagination could have entered as that it could effedl them, 
firft ovcrfet the old conftitution, then introduced another, which 
could not exift upon the principles which gave it birth, and has 
finally introduced government after government, till it has at laft 
left the country in that undefcribable ftate of things, in which wc 
now fee it. 

" Gentlemen, the great end of the perfons concerned in this 
projeft, though not altogether vifible, or not much difclofed up- 
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6n its firft formatiQil, was, when they had fuflSdendy diffufei 
their principles through tliis Country, by artifice, by union, by 
combination, by affiliatiop^ by- fraternization (tlwjfe wha 
formed the projeiS, whoever they were, endeavouring to force it. 
into execution by means which perhaps would fhock the mind$ 
of men that are not always dwelling upon political fubjcdls), to 
affemble a convention of delegates from clubs, to aflume th$ 
power of the people, fupported in the aflumption and exprcifeof 
that power by the individual members of the affiliated focieticjj^ 
and by their combined ftrength. 

Gentlemen, wc have no occafion iii this caufe to be difput•^ 
jng upon abftraS queftions, as to the power of the poople to 
change their government* I ftate to you that the intention waSf 
to aflemble a Convention of delegates from thofe clubs, to aflum^ 
the powers of government. The people, the infinite majprity 
of the people, adverfe to any chatige, didinguiihiog between 
abufes in the adminiftration of the government, and vices in the 
form of the government adminiftered, nay, ardently attached to 
the old government, mult have been averfe to have been fub* 
dued by a Convention of deleg;jtes from thefe fociettes, who 
meant to Uave affumed the reprefentation of the -people, and to 
havje exercifcd the powers which they ftated to be inherent in 
thofe whom tliey profeffed to reprefent. 

Gentlemen, it is not diiEcult to conceive, after vvhat has hap- 
pened in faft in France, how it ihould happen that the opinion 
of thefe fraternizing focieties Ihould have the force of the will of 
a majority of the nation, though they conilituted a vaft and in- 
finite minority indeed. You will find, in the evidence to be- 
laid before you, that it was perfe<Slly underftood hov^ this might 
be by thofe who are named in this indi£lment. The great bulk 
of the community, engaged in different purfuits, are therefore 
incapable of being combined in oppofition to the execution of a 
purpofc, which is to be brought about by great bodies of men, 
..that are combined. I need not give you a ftronger inftancc of 
that than this. It is within the memory of moft of ps living* 
that a few. thoufand.raen in St. QeorgeVfieldjs, combined in pnQ 
purpofe, reduced this metropolis to an abfolu.te ftate of anarchy, 
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^ ftate ia which no government cxifted. If any man had bee^ 
aiked, a fortnight before the event to which I am now alluding^ 
is- it poflible for four or five thoufand men to aflemble in St, 
George's-fields, and to rob and plunder every body they choofif 
in London and ten miles round it? That would have beei^ 
thought utterly impoflible — but yet it happened— why ? bccaufe 
Si combination of the few will fubdue the many, who are ppt 
combined, and with great facility j and combined bodies of mci^ 
have had, as you will find, an exiftence in this country, to at> 
extent which fi^w men had any idea of. 

You will find tliem organized, prepared for emergencies, an4 
exigeacLes, relying upon their own ilrength, determined to aft 
upon their combined flrength, in a fyftem of adiing together, 
in fome infiancss ailing with a fecrefy calculated to elude pb« 
jR^rvation — in other inftances, proceeding, by dire£Uy contrary 
means, to the fame end, reprefenting their numbers as greater 
than they were, and therefore increafing their number by th« 
very operation of the influence of the appearance of (Irength 
upon the minds of others, without a pofTibility that that mifre- 
prefentation fhoiild be fct right. You will find them inflaming 
the ignorant, under pretence of enlightening them ; debauching 
their principles towards their country, under pretence of infufing 
polit;ical knowledge into them ; addreffing themfelves principally 
to thofe whofe rights, whofe interefts are, in, the eye of the 
law and conftitution of England, as valuable as thofe of any 
men, but whofe education does not enable them immediately to 
diftinguiih between political truth and the mifreprefentations 
held out to them ; working upon the paflions of men, whom 
Providence hath placed in the lower, but ufeful, and highly 
refpe£bble fituations of life, to irritate them againft all that its 
bounty hath blejBTed by alfigning to them fituations of rank aiid 
property ; reprefenting theth iis their oppreflbrs, as their enemies^ 
as their plunderers, as thofe, whom they fhould not fufier to 
exift ; and, in order at the fame time to fhut out the poffihility 
tjf correAing original error, or rectifying the opinions of thofe 
whom they had fo inflamed, mifinformed, debauched,' and 
milled, not admitting them into thefe affiliated focieties till they 
had fubfcribed tcfls-^-the principles of which they were not to 
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Examine after they had been admitted, but tne principles 6t 
which they Were to carry into execution, when affembled ill a 
convention — to carry into execution thofe principles^ as afting 
for the people, by a great majority of whom they were held in 
titter deteftation. 

Gentlemen, to fay that an a£l done was meant to be done, 
as a mcMis taken in the execution of fuch a projeft as this is, 
till the perfbil, who takes it, thinks the fcheme prafticable, I ad- 
mit is not reafoAable, but undoubtedly you may think it pra£U- 
cablc long before it is really fo. JNow, you will be abundantly 
fatisfied, that thefe confpiratots thought that the time was now 
come — that the time for a Convention, which had been the ob- 
je£t of anjtious expedlation, doubting for a year.or tviro whether 
it would ever be gratified, that that time was now come, and the 
xneafures taken were taken upon that fuppofition-^-^hat the time 
was now come, which, if not laid hold of now, would be loft 
for ever. 

Gentlemen, the people of this ciountry have In geheral a 
rooted attachment to its government. The public opinion of 
government is in this country, as well as in every other, its 
principal fupport : and therefore it became neceflary to infufe, 
where fo much could be fafely fujggefted, where the mind was 
prepared for it, an opinion that the form of the Britifli govern- 
ment was radically viciouS; — that it was founded in principles pf 
oppreffion — ^that it was founded in the dcftrudtion of natural, 
imprefcriptible, and unalienable rights. — With others, you will 
find, they thought it neceffary to ufe a little more caution — 
not to alarm them, but to humour their attachment to the 
form of the conftitution ; by taking advantage of well meanb\g 
ignorance, under pretence of inftryfling it, to enlift them alfo 
alike in the project of deftroying that conftitution to which 
they were attached. To them, therefore, the form of the govern- 
«ient was not fpoken of in terms which they might underftaod 
to be a condemnation of it, though they were really fuch, but 
by making ufe of general expreffions, fuch as obtainii^ "a 
.*' full and fair reprefentation of the people in parliament" — ^^ a 
*' full reprefentation. of the people,'* fometimes without mention 
of .parliament — never wilh.aftual mention of tlie King and 
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X#6rds, as co-exifting together with parliament— ^by ufing terms^ 
which certainly may mean what it may be contended in the de- 
fence they did mean — ^but terms the fame in their expreflion» 
certainly the fame in their import, as thofc, which were ufed itf 
every aft which palled in this country during the time of the 
Commonwealth, when we neither had King nor Lords— that may 
iignify a government exifting without Lords or King, by de- 
claring the obtaining fuch a reprefentation of the people as ne- 
cefl&ry to the natural unalienable imprcfcriptible rights of man, 
as dated by Mr. Paine ; by thefe means and artifices they at- 
tempted to engage in their fervice the phyfical ftrength of men,' 
^vho might not, and did not difcover the real nature of the plan, 
which that ftrength was to be employed in executing — who 
had not information enough to difcover what the reprefentation 
was meant finally to do or to execute. But you will find the 
perfons mentioned in this indictment had no doubt about it.— jt- 
mark thefe circumftances to you becaufe, in the evidence, that 
is to be laid before you, (and I am now ftating the general cha* 
Ta<£ler of the evidence, and not the principles upon which the 
charge is made)— in the evidence to be laid before you of the 
plan for the execution of thefe purpofes, fome very remarkable 
particulars occur; and when you come to decide upon this cafe, 
I humbly beg your attention to thofe particulars ; fome very re- 
markable partipulars will pcci^r. 

You vvill find that the leading clubs, by which I mean the 
Conftitutional Society, judging of its conduft for the purpofe 
of this caufe, though in fome other cafes we muft go further 
back, but, for the purpofe of this caufe, judging of its conduft 
from about the beginning of the year 1792, and the London 
Cprrefponding Society, which wa5 'formed, whether created, I 
will not fay, but which was modelled by fome leading members 
of the Conftitutional Society, and received its corporate exift- 
cnce, if I may ufe the term, as it will be proved, under their 
owii hand-writing-^tpoft diftinftly from the hand-writing of 
ifome, who yet belong, and fqme, who have ceafed to belong to 
the Conftitutional Society ; thefe leading focieties, you will find, 
enlifting into their aflSliation many focieties in the country, 
compofed of men who exprefled their doubts as to the views of 
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thcfc foclcties in London— who cxprcffed their fan as well a$ 
their doubts about thofc views — who required information as to 
the purpofes of thofe focieties in London — fomc of thefc focie^ 
tics in the country profeffing one fet of principles, foroe another j 
but all affiftance is taken that is offered : accordingly you wiU 
fee that the London focieties enlift perfons who profcfs " tb^t 
** they ought to fubmit to no power but what they have theto- 
** fclves immediately conftituted :" — t^ thefe they give anfvvcr« 
couched in dark, cautious, prudent, but fatisfaftory and intel-t 
ligible terms : thofc, who profefs ftill to have attachments to 
the Monarchy of the country, and who exprefe apprehenfioni 
about its fafety from the principles of the London focieties, an4 
the conflifting principles of various country focieties, they footh 
into fraternization, by telling them (hat all would be fet right 
*' by a full and fair reprefentation of the people in parliament ; 
a name which was given to the Commons under Cromwell, a^ 
well as to the legitimate parliaments, of this country at different 
. periods, without telling them either what thefe words meant, 
or how that parliament was to operate to reconcile thefe differ- 
ences, which you will find amounted only to the differences be* 
tween an attachment to an abfolute republic, and an attacbmeQt 
to a limited monarchy. 

They enlift alike thofe, who exprefTed a wifh to know whe- 
ther they propofed to reform the Houfe of CommonSy and thole 
^who wiihed to know whether they intend to rip up monarchy by 
the roots ; their anfwers were calculated to fatisfy edeh of them, 
to fatisfy whatever might be the difpofition <)f tliofe, who ad- 
drcfs the queftions to them, requiring information upon fubje<Sts 
fo totally different. 

Gentlemen, this is not all : You will find again that, for 
thefe purpofes, publications upon the government of the coun- 
try, which are alluded to in this indiftment, and which wiH 
be given to you in evidence, that publiqations upon tbe^ govern- 
ment of the country were adopted by thofe focieties as their 
^ own, and circulated, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, in a m<i(a, 
round the country, circulated in a manner, tiiat totally defboys 
the liberty of the prefs in this country — The liberty of the pre& 
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in this country never ought to be under an undue correftion 
of the law, but it muft always be, for the fake of the people, ' 
fubje<a to the correilion of the law : You will find that thefe 
publications are cither brought into the world with fuch a fe- 
trefy as ^aiSes all profccution, publiihed without names of 
authors-of of printers, publifh^d by contrivance, lam.forryto 
fay by contrivance publifhed in the dead of night, (though they 
are the works of men who have t^ents to ftate them to open 
day, if fit to be ftated to open day,) and publiflied in quantities, 
^v^hich make the application of the wholefome provifions of the 
law utterly incompetent to the purpofe of allowing the correc* 
tion of the law to be as frequent as the commiffion of the 
oiFences againft it has been. 

' Gentlemen, with refpeft to many of thefe publications I may 
take notice of what has happened in the hiftory of this country, 
and though no man wifhes l^fs to talk of himfelf than I do, 
yet I am fpeakjng in the prefence of many, who hav6 heard 
tne both in court and in parliament refpeftitig thofc publica- 
tions (to which I allude,- and which will be offered to you in 
evidence) exprefs the difficulty that my mind laboured under to 
concede that fuch a publication as the Addrefs to the Addreffers, 
was not, according to law, an overt a6k of high treafon. — It 
did appear to me that the publication of the book called the 
-Addreis to the Addreffers was an ovprt a6l of high treafon, for 
the purpofe of depofmg the King; at leaft I thought it re- 
quired an ingenuity and fubtlety, much beyond that which be- 
Jonged to my mind, to ftate fati?fa£lory reafons why it was not 
fo, but there were reafons fatisfaftory to thofe who. can judge 
better than I can, and therefore that book was treated only as 
a libel — but when I come to fee it, ^ connefled with this mafs 
of publications, which is alluded to in this indiftment, as con- 
nected with mcafures that I have to ftate to you in the courfe 
of opening this caufe, and as connedled with the projeft which 
this indidiment imputes to depofe the King, I fay it i^ either 
moft diftindt evidence of an overt zO; of high treafon, Or it is 
an overt z& of high treafon itfelf. 

Gentlemen, you will alfo not fail to obferve ^and I ftate, 
that as a general feature and charaft^r of the evidence that I 
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have to lay before you) — the malignant art, and, if I may ib 
cxprefs myfelf, the induftrious malignity, with which difcoiv- 
tent has been fpread by thefe two focieties in London, and the 
means of fpreading it have been ftudioufly and anxioufly taught 
from fociety to fociety : — the means of fpreading fedition, freih 
as from London, in every town, all with reference (for they, 
are not material, if you do not find they had fuch a referr 
ence) to * the final accomplishment of the fame purpofe : You 
will not fail to obferve, how the paflions and interefts of in- 
dividuals have been ailailed and taught to be alTailed, according 
to their fiations in life-^not merely upon government, but for 
the purpofe of fubverting government — upon tythes — com bilk 
—-taxes — game laws— imprefs fervice — any thing that could be 
reprefented as a grievance, as well as the government itfclf, 
and to this intent — that, in aid and affiftance of each other, 
focieties, as they expreffed it, " might overfpread the whole 
** face of the ifland," and " that the ifland might become 
** free" — You will mark their expreijions— ** by the fame 
«• means, by which France became fo." 

Gentlemen, in ftating to you the charafter of the evidence, it 
is neceffary for me to make one obfcrvation, and it is the laft I 
fliall trouble you with : it is with refpeft to the principles upon 
which conftru6t:ion is to be given to the written evidence that 
will be adduced in this caufe. Now, I defire to ftate this to your ^ 
minds as a principle perfectly reafonable, in the adminiftration of 
juftice, towards men who are called upon to anfwer for offences, 
that the language, which they ufc, ought to be confidered accord- 
ing to its. obvious fenfe. If the language admits, and naturally 
admits, of a double interpretation, it muft then be confidered 
according to the nature of the principle^ which that language is 
calculated to carry into execution ; each paper muft be confidered 
with reference to the context of the fame paper, and with refer- 
ence to the contents of all other papers, that form the evidence of 
the fame fyftem, which the paper produced is meant to prove. 

Now, If you fhould find that, in detailing the objefts of this 
Society, in*detaiKng what they meant to do, and in detailing how 
they meant to execute what they meant to do, they ftiould in 
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&€thave ftated tliat they meant neither that which wa$ legale 
nor that which was conftitutional, nor that which was other 
than treafon, it will be in vain that they have thought fit (for 
ftc greater prudence, the greater care, and the greater caution, 
which you will have moft abundant evidence to prove they exer- 
cifed oceafionally) to affert at other times, when they have ufed 
general language, that what they meant to effe(S was legal, and 
that they meant to eflfeiSl it in a legal and conftitutional manner. 
It will become them, who have the defence upon their hands, to 
ftatetoyou how, in a legal and conftitutional manner, thofe 
things could be done, which were intended to be done, and which 
this indiflrhent ftates were intended to be done, if I jprove to your 
iatisfa£tion that they were intended to be done by the means and 
inftruments, which the indictment refers to. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, their principle, as you will find, was, 
that equal aftive citizenfhip is the right of all men, and that, 
upon this principle, their reprefentation of the people was to be 
aiked for. Now, it requires no reafoning to ftate, that a reprefenta- 
tion of the piBople founded upon the principle of equal aSive citi- 
zenfhip of all men muft form a parliament into which no King, 
nor Lords, could enter. There is an end of equal a£tive citizen- 
ihip the moment that either of them exifts, according to my con-. 
flruSion of equal aftivc citizenfliip, and according to their con-- 
^ Jiruflion of it ; for they ftate that the eflFeft of it is a reprefentativs 
government. But it is not enough for me to tell you that, in rea- 
foning, this is the confequence ; it is a circumftance to be taken 
into your confideration ; but I fay I fhall fatisfy you, if I am 
bound to go further, that the application of the principle of equal 
active citizenfliip, according to them, was to be the foundation of 
a reprefentative government, rejecSling the King and Lords out 
of the fyftem. The principles were the principles upon which 
the conftitution of France, in the year i79i> was formed: the 
principles of that conftitution were the principles of equal aftive 
citizenftiip : they attempted indeed to preferve a King in the 
conftitution j and to form what I ipay call a royal democracy : 
but I fhall prove to demoilftration, that the leaders of thefe clubs 
in London knew that that conftitution could not exift, that their 

principles 



(14) 
prindples led them to a diftincft knowledge thit that c6nftitatioit 
could not exift : it was m the month of Auguft 1792 entirely 
Overturned ; and you will find from the tranfadlions of this So- 
ciety in the months of Oftober and Novanber 1792, unlds 1 
iniftake the efFed of the evidence, the cleareft demonftmtion thlt 
thefe focieties meant in applying thofe principles, which thesy 
Ihemferves ftate had deftroyed the exiftence of a King in France^ 
(becaufe they muft defttoy the exiftence of ^ King in any couii* 
try) you will find that, from Odober 1792 at leaft, thefe focie- 
ties meant to deftroy the King in this country, and that this wa4 
the natural eflFedl of their own principles, as they undetftood 
them. 

Gentlemen, you will now give me leave to ftqite to you, af 
well as I can, and as intelligibly as I can, the ma& of evideace» 
and the cafe which I have to lay before you. 

The particular a£t, the nature of which will be to be explained 
by all the reft of the evidence, which has led to the including 
thefe particular perfons in one indictment, arofe out oE a lettet^ 
dated the 27th of March 1794, which was written by the pri^ 
foner, then the Secretary of the London Conefponding Societyv 
to the Society for Conftitutional Information. The words of i% 
are thefe : 

" I am dire£l:ed by the London Correfponding Society to 
^* tranfmit the following refolutions to the Society for Conftitu* 
** tional Information, and to requeft the fentiments of that So- 
" ciety refpeSing the important meafures which the prefetit 
** jundlure of affairs feems to require. The London Corre- 
•* fponding Society conceives that the moment is arrived ;" mai4c 
the words; for, in the reft of what I have to ftate, you will 
frequently hear of the time to which that alludes — " when a full 
• *• and explicit declaration is neceiBTary from all the friends of free- 
*' dom, whether the late illegal and unheard of profecutions and 
*' fentences. fhall determine us to abandon our caufe, or fliall ex- 
" cite us to purfue a radical reform with an ardour proportionate 
*' to the magnitude of the obje6l, and with a zeal as diftin- 
** guiflied oil Oui* part as the treachery of others in the fame 
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«« gtariotA CMft h notorious. The Society (or Conftitntional 
t« Inforrtiation is thcWfOre required to determine whether or no 
*♦ they will be ready* when called upon, to a£l in conjundiod 
•« with this and other fociettes, to obtain a fair reprefentation of 
** the people.*' Gentlemen, give me your attention prefently 
to what they conceive to be a fair reprefentation of the people, 
inrhen I come to ilate the refolutions which they tranfmit! 
** Whether they concur with us in feeing the neceffity of a 
** fpeedy CoirUentton for the purpofe of obtaining" (then they ufe 
Uic words) " in a conftitutional and legal method"— of the 
effe£l of which you will judge prefently, for the method will 
iiot be the more conftitutional and legal for their calling it fo, ^ 
the method is in fadt unconftitutional and illegal—** a rcdrcfi bf 
** thofe grievances under which we at prefent labour, and which 
■* can only be efFedually removed* by a full and fair reprefenta- 
•* tion of .the people of Great Britain. The London Corrc* 
^^ rpoliding Society cannot but remind their friends that the pre- 
** fent crifis demands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, 
*• that ever may or can be exerted by men or Fritons ; nor do 
•*^ they doubt burthat manly firmnefs and confiftency will finally, 
<* and they believe fhortly, terminate in the full accomplifhment 
«* of all their wiihes.*' 

They then refolvft, and thefe refolutions are inclofcd: " ift* 
*' That dear as juflice and liberty are to Britons, yet the valud 
** of them is comparatively fmall without a dependancy on theit 
** permanency, and there can be no fecurity for the continuance 
** of any rights but in equal laws/' 

" ad. That equal laws can never be expe£led but by a fult 
«* and fair reprefentation of rfie people ; to obtain which, in the 
•* way pointed out by the conftitution'' — you will fee what that 
is in the third refolution — ** has been and is the fole objed of 
** this Society : for this we are ready 'to hazard every thing, and 
^* never but with our lives will we relinquiih an obja<^ which 
V involves the bappinefs, or even the political eiciftence, ofour^ 
" fclvcs and pofterity." 

" 3d. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that, to 
** ibcure ourfelves from the future illegal and Icandalous profe^ 
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^< CQtiom, to preyent a repetition of wicked and Unjoft ientedccff 
,^' and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws which have been 
** wrcftcd from us, and of which fcarccly a veflijpe renaains" — 
Gentlemen, you will permit me to call your attention to what 
the objeds were which were to be accoropliflxed — ** there ought 
** to be immediately" — what? — " a Convention of, the people by 
♦* delegates deputed fo^ that purpofe from the different focieties of the 
*• friends of freedom^ And what are the purpofes which this 
convention, which they themfelves reprefent as a convention of 
the people, are to execute ? Why they, the delegates, forming si 
convention of ^i&^/w^/^, arc to recal thofe wife, wholeibme laws, 
which they fay have, been wrefted from them. Before I have 
done, I (hall prove diftindlly that this is the meaning of the paf- 
fegc, and the meaning of the paffage will be to be collefkcd from 
the whole of the evidence undoubtedly, not from this particular 
part of it. 

The Conflitutional Society, there being prefent at that time 
fix of the perfons mentioned in this indi&mcnt, without any de- * 
liberation- whatever, upon a proportion fo material as this is— 
and therefore it muft be left to you, upon the "whole of the evi- 
dence, whether it is fairly to be inferred or not, that this, like a 
great many other papers of the London Correfponding Society, 
really came from the Conftitutional Society— they immediately 
ordered that their Secretary ftiall acquaint the London Corre- 
fponding Society, that they had received their communication, 
thiit they heartily concur with them in the objeSs they have in 
view, and that for that view, and for the purpofe of a more 
fpeedy and effectual co-operation, they invite them to fend to this 
Society, next Friday evening, a delegation of fomc of their 
members. 

Without now going into the particulars of what followed 
upon this, give me leave to ttate, that fome members of the So- 
ciety, included in this indi£tment, were named to compofe that 
delegation ; that there was named at the fame time a Committee 
of Correfpondence of fix members of this Society; that after* 
wards the London Correfponding Society formed another Com- 
mittee; that the two Committees met; that the two Com- 
mittees 
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taittees meeting, came to a determination t!iat tlils projeft of 
tailing a Convention of the people (hould be carried into cfFeft ; 
and then, that a joint Committee of co-operation of both Societies 
was formed by refdlutions of both. 

Having ftated what happened upon the 27th of March I794» 
and conne<fting it, as I (hall do prcfently, with the very lingular 
fa6b, which you will find alfo happened in that year, you will 
give me leave, in order to (hew what the true conftruSion of this 
aft is, as well as to ftatethe grounds upon which the indiflment, 
even without this aft, charges a confpiracy to depofe the King 
— you will give me leave to ftate the tranfaSions of thefe So- 
cieties frofti the month of March 1792. 

Gentlemen, in or about the month of March 1792, — whether 
before that time, the London Correfponding Society load exiftel 
or not, feems to me to be dubious, and thcrdbre I will make no 
aflertion of that one way or other ; but, fuppofmg it to have 
exifted, it will be made extremely clear that this Society exiiled 
at that time without a conftitution, as they call it, and was in* 
debted to a -Gentleman of the name of Tooke for the conftitu<^ 
tk>n under which the Society was modified, and was indebted, 
I think, to a Gentleman of the name of Vaughan, for his affift- 
gnce in the compofition of the code of its laws* 

The firft coiTefpondence that I find between the' Conftltu- 
tionai Society and the London Correfponding Society, which I 
have to ftate to you, is in the communication of the principles of 
the Correfponding Society, fent with a letter figned by the pri- 
foner at the bar, which letter is in the following words ; '* I am 
" ordered by the Committee to fend to the Society for Conftitu- 
" tional Information in London a copy of our motives for aflfo- 
** ciating, and the refolutions we have come to : we mean to 
** perfevere in the caufe we have embarked in, that is, to have 
" (if poilible) an equal reprefentation of the people of this nation 
" in parliament." 

I obferve here for a moment that you will not be furprifed, 
when I get to the conclufion of this bufinefs, that this cautious 
language was uied in the outfet : it will be for you to judge 

whether 
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ynhMlheT a ftudied OuHon is fairly imputdblc to iho ^Mffx^gt. Tx 
proceeds thuS i " Wfe (hould be exceedingly happy tp ^atcr into 
** a correfpondence with that Society, if it is not too xnuch prc- 
** famption in us to expe£t fuch an honour ; but, as our caufc 
•* is one, we hope that they will deign to take, fome notice ol 
•* us, who afe now entering upon a matter of fuch vaft im- 
•• portance.'* 

This is extremely condefcending laiiguage on the part of Afr. 
Hardy to the Conftitutioaal Society: it accompariies thp refolu- 
tions of that Society, which refolutions purported to be figned 
** Thomas Hardy, Secretary.'* It happened, by an a<;cident 
toot very eafy to be accounted for at prefent, and> notwith- 
ftanding which, I fhall prove diftindly to you that the refolu- 
tions are the afl of Mr. Hardy ; that this fignature — ** Thomas 
•' Hardy, Secretary" — is a fignature, as I am 4nftru<fted, in tht 
hand-writing of Mr Home Tooke ; that is, Mr. Hardy, in th^ 
London Correfponding Society, fends the refolutions of the Loi*- 
don Correfponding Society (apologizing extremely for the liberty 
he. ^kes in prefuming to fend them) to the Conftitutional SCy- 
defy, the fignature to thofe refolutions bearing th* name of 
Thomas Hardy in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke : Whether 
thofe reiblutiQns were finally fettled by that Gentleman or not I 
do not know, but you will find that there exifts a paper which 
contains, I think, diftinfl: evidence upon the face of it, that thofe 
refolutions have been fettled, with a good deal of deliberation, by 
the fame Gentleman whofe hand-writing occurs in the fignai- 
ture which I have been flating. 

Gentlemen, before thefe refolutions were fent, and befiire I 
ilate the matter of them to you, you will allow me to menricai 
that there had been a correfpondence between other Societies and 
the Society for Coaflitutional Information, c^fuch a nature,, as; 
in order to make this cafe intelligible, will require fomc obfcnr* 
ations from me, and fome attention from you ; it is the corre* 
fpondence of other Societies, but which correfp(xidence I ihail 
conneft in fuch a manner with the London Correi^nding So- 
ciety, as in faft to make the adls of the other Societies the a£te 
of that Society. 

Upon 
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UpoA the 23d of March 1 792^ .with a vlcur ta ihcw you what 
were the principles of this .Conflitutional Society, I muft ftatfli 
that they come to a refolution, " That the thanl^s of this 80- 
" ciety be given to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his raoft, itjaftcrly 
" book entitled The Rights of Man, in which jiot only the ma- 
^ levolent fophifiries of hireling fcribblcrs are detedied, and ex- 
*• pofed to merited ridicule, but many of the moft important an4 
** beneficial political truths arc ftated fo irt*efiftibly convincing as 
** to promife the acceleration of that not very diftant period* 
" when nfurping borough fellers and profligate borough buyers 
•* (hall be deprived of what they impudently dare to call their 
** property — the choice of the reprefentatives of the people. 
** The Cotiftitutional Society cannot help expreffing their fatif- 
** fadlion that fo Valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
** nwimber of that Society, . and they fmcerely hope that the 
•* people of England will give that attention to the fubjecSb dif- 
*' cuffed ill Mr. Paine's Trcatife, which their manifeft Importr 
** ance fo juftly deferve." 

Then they refolved, for what purpoft you will judge of, when 
I oome to ftate to you the fubfequent evidence in this bufmels — 
^* That the foregoing refolutions, and all future proceedings qf 
** this Society, be regularly tranfinitted by the Secretary to all 
'* our Cbrrefponding Conftitutional Societies in England^ Scot^ 
** landf and France. 

Now, Gentlemen, as 1 (hall prove what the book was tp 
^hich this refolution alluded, I fhall take the liberty at prefent 
to ftate, in a few words to you, a» far as they afFcdl the exift- 
cnceof a King in this country, thofe fubjc£ls, which, according 
to the language of this refolution, the Conftitutional Society 
fincerely hope that the people of England would give attentioa 
to, as difcufled in Mr. Paine's firft book. In that book thcfc 
do6lrines, with refpcdl to Great Britain, are laid down ; ** A 
" conftitution is not a thing in name only, but in faft; it has 
*< not an ideal, but a real exiftence ;" and you will find this ex- 
tremely important, becaufe in the refult of the whole evidence 
that I have to lay before you, it will appear that they did not 
x)xily diftin<9tly difavow making any application to parliament, 
but the competence of parliament to do any thing by way of re- 
y form, 
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forni, becaufe the country had as yet no conftitution formcc! fcy 
the people. Mr- Paine proceeds: " Cart Mr. Burke produce 
" the Englifh conftitution ? If he cannot, wc may fairly con- 
•* elude that no fuch thing as a conftitution exifb.'* 

After ftating that the Septennial Bill /hewed that there was no 
fuch thing as a conftitution in England, the book ftates a further 
facSt, not immaterial, that the bill, which Mr. Pitt brought into 
parliament fome years ago to reform parliament, was upon the 
fame erroneous principle, that is, upon the frincipU that parlia* 
ment was able to reform it/elf. With refpeft to other fubje£b» 
to which the attention of the people of England was called, yoa 
will find that this book, fpeaking of modes of government, (aqd 
this is alfo extremely material with reference to the conftrudlion 
of what is afterwards to be fiated to you) reprefents that ** tl^c 
** two modes of government which prevail in the world ar^, 
'** firft, governments by eleftion and reprefentation ; fecondly, 
*' governments by hereditary fucceffion : the former is generally 
** known by the name oT republican, the latter by that of mO' 
** narchy and ariftocracy." 

He divides Government into Government by eledlion and repre- 
fentation ; a reprefentation founded upon eledlion, and elcdiion 
founded upon univerfal fufFrage; and Government by hereditary 
fucceffion. He then ftates that, from the revolutions of America 
and France, and the fymptoms that have appeared in other coun- 
tries, it is evident tUe opinion of the world is changing with re- 
fpeft tq government, and that revolutions are not within the 
progrefs of political calculation ; and that the Britifli government, 
not exifting upon the principles he recommends, is not a govern- 
ment exifting upon fuch principles that a nation ought to fub- 
mit to it ; and that the parliament of the country is not able to 
form a government^ that will exift upon thofe principles. 

Gentlemen, it is a very remarkable circumftance, as it ftrikcs 
.me, that, though various Societies had exifted in other parts of 
• Great Britain, till about the time of the formation of, the London 
Correfponding Society, none of thefe Societies had afked or in- 
vited the afBliation with the London Conftitutional Society, 
.which you will find they all afe and all invite about March i79^» 

^vhether 
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"Wlielher by managerheht or riot, I do not pretend to dStemiiM, 
it will be for you to judge ; but they all a(k and all invite affilia- 
tioQ with the Conftitutional and Correfpoudlag Societies^ as foon 
. as the lattet is formed. 

Upon the i6th of March 179I, you will find a fcfolutidn o( 
the Society for Gonftitutional Information, which ftates and r^ 
turns thanks for a communication from Manchefter, figned 
" Thomas WaJker, Prefidcnt," and " Samuel Jackfon, Secre- 
" tary ;" in which " they return the thanks of the Society to 
" Mr. Thomas Paine," (wbo appears to have been a member, 
a vifitor of this Gonftitutional Society) " for the publication of 
** his Second Part of the Rights of Man, combining principle znd 
** pra^ice.^* I fliall endeavour to ftate to you in a few , words 
what is the combination of the practice, ftatbd in the Second 
Part of the Rights of Man, with the principle in the Firft Part, 
" a work (they fay) of the higheft importance to every nation 
'' uiider heaven, but particularly to this, as containing excellent 
" and pradlicable plans foi* an immediate and confiderable reduc- 
*' tion of the public expertditure, for the prevention of wars, for 
" the extenfionofbur manufadtures and commerce, for the edu- 
" cation of the ybung, for the Comfortable fuppott of the aged, 
" for the better maintenance of the poor of every defcription, and, 
" finally, for leflenirig, greatly, and without delay, the enormous 
" load of taxes, under which this country at prefcnt labours.'* 

" That this Society congratulate their country at large on the 
** influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to. have had 
" in procuring the repeal of fome oppreflive taxes in the prefent 
" feffion of parliament ; and they hope that this adoption of a 
** fmall part of Mr. Paine's ideas will be followed by the moft 
** ftrenuous exertions to accompli (h a complete reform in the 
" prefent inadequate ftate of the reprefentation of the people, 
** and that the other great plans of public benefitV which Mr. 
** Paine has fo Jx)werfully recommended, will be fpcedily carried 
•'intoeffea/' 

Now, Gentlemen, as Mr. Paine*s plan for the remedy of the 
prefent inadequate ftate of the reprefentation of the people was 
alluded to, and this book was alluded to^ wTiich combined '* prin- 
** ciple'* and *' praftice," and as it is ftated that the other great 
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plans of pnWic bcnfefit, which he had fo powerfotty fccttm* 
mended, would be fpeedily carried into efie£t, it will be necefiary 
to (hew youy from this letter, what were thofe plans for the re- 
medy of the inadequate ftate of the repreientation of the peopk^ 
and other planis of pubEc benefit, which this Society, receiving 
the thantes of the Conftitutional Society, hoped would be carried 
into efie£l. 

Gemlemeny I do not take up your time tn (bating the psflages 
to you, but reprefent to you the fubflance of that book ; that it 
is a book diflln£ISy and dearly recommending the depofition of 
the King : if the paflages in that book do not prove that affer- 
tiony there is no evidence that can prove any aflertion : it is a 
book, moreover, which not only puts the King out of the fyften* 
of the Government of the country, but, according to which, if » 
perfect Reprefentation of the people is to be formed, it is to be 
formed not by a parliament exifling in a country— in which that 
Gentleman fliates that no conftitution cxifts — not by that parlia- 
ment, whic;h he dates to be totally and abfolutely inadequate to 
the great work of forming the conftitution upon the rights of 
man and equal afiive citizenihip; which he recommends : it is a 
work, which calls upon the people of England to do thcmfelve* 
juftice in another way of proceeding, and to form a Conftitution 
for themfelvefr before they can have any govermnent, which is to 
exift upon true principles. There i& then, I fay, in the begin* 
ning of this thing, a devclopement of thefe purpofcs ; and I fay, 
beyond that, that if I underftand the effeft of evidence at all, I 
fliall fatisfy you that thofe, who voted this refolution of thanks, 
knew that the principles there referred tOj. were principles, that 
would have this operation, and meant that they ftiould have this 
efFea. 

The next thing I have to* ftate, which I ihall not go through 
. very particularly, is contained in a refolution of the Conftitu- 
tional Society (th^ members of which, fome of them, I fliall 
prove to you, began to leave the Society about this tin^, ftating 
diftinAly that diey underftboJ its principles to be now different 
from the principles it had formerly a£ted upon, and to be fuch 
piincipleias I have ftated) entered into upon the 23d of March. 

1792. 



'iy^i. They refolved that another conimtinication, which is 
From Sheffield, ffaould be publifhed in the Morning Chronicki 
tad in feveral other newlpa{teni which they mention* 

With refpe^l to the Communication from Sheffield, (and it U 
a remarkable thing that, from Sheffield, and from Norwich, they 
fhould be writing, on the fame day, for the feme ptirpofe — that 
the Societies of Sheffield and Norwich might be afliliated With 
the London Conftltutional Society, and the Sheffield people were 
fo anxious about it, if it were their own a£l and deed, that they 
wrote more than one letter in order to afk it) it is to this tScSt : 

** It is now about four months fince this Society firft formed 
itfelf into a regular body ; they were then but very few in 
number ; the inclofed will inform you of their increafe, and> 
which is moft probable, will foon become very numerous ; 
and not only this large and populous town, but the whole 
neighbourhood for many miles round about have an attentive 
eye upon us : moft of the towns and villages indeed are forming 
themfelves into fimilar allbciations, and ftridbly adhere to the 
mode of copying after us : you will eafily conceive the necef- 
fity for the leading membere of this body to pay ftrift attention 
to good order and regularity, and the need we havei of confulting 
and communicating with thofe, who are flncere friends and able 
advocates for the fame caufe ; for thefe reafons, We took the li- 
berty to write to Mr. HomcTooke, that worthy friend and pa- 
triot for the rights of the people, informing him of our earneft 
* defire of entering into connection with the Sdciety of the fame 
denomination of ours in London; his very obliging and affec- 
tionate anfwer favours us with your addrefs ; in confequcncc, 
we have taken the liberty herewith to tranfmit to you fome re- 
folves, which were pailed at our la{l meetings by the whole 
body, and the committee was charged with the difpatch of 
printing and forwarding them to you accordingly^ for the 
purpofe of fubmitting them to the confideration of your So* 
ciety, to make ufe of them as they think moft prudent. You 
will alfo notice the Belpar addrefs : they applied to ps about 
two months ago for inftruftions as to our mode of cbndiidiing, 
&c. had not then formed themfelves into any hgular affocii- 
G 2^ *• tion. 
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•* tion. Belpar is nearly thirty miles from this place in D<5* 
" byfhire, and eight or ten miles from Derby. 

" If the Society for Conftitutional Information m Lohdon 
** (hould vouchiafe fo far to notice .us, as to cmer into a con- 
** nedlion and correfpondcnce with us, it cannot fail of promot- 
*' ing honour, and adding ftrength to our feeble endeavours, anxf^ 
** to the conimon caufe, which is the entire motive we have in 
'*• view." 

They then, upon the 14th of March 1792, knowing that 
there was a conneflion between the London Conftitutional and 
.London Correfponding Society (and that they fhould know that 
fa£l on the 14th of March, which is fixteen days before the 30th, 
when Mr. Hardy fent to Mr. Tooke the refolutions which were 
figrted in the name of Mr. Hardy by Mr. Tooke, as a commu- 
nication to him that there was fuch a body as the London Cor- 
refponding Society, is a circumftance that affords obfervation) ; 
they then add, that " we have taken the liberty of enclofmg a , 
*\ parcel for Mr. Hardy, in anfwer to a letter from him to this 
" Society, requefting fome information concerning out method 
" of conducing the bufmefs we are embarked in, &c. alfo in- 
*' forming u^ there are in London a number of mechanics, fhop- 
*' keepers, &c. forming themfelves into a Society on tbe broad 
** bajis of the rights of man. You will be fo obliging as to let 
" the packet remain with you until he call for.it, as by this poft 
•* I have wrote him thereof; We have given him our manner 
•* of proceeding from our fetting out to tliis time, and hope it 
** may be of fome ufe. The improvement we are about to 
*** adopt is certainly the heft for managing large bodies, as, in 
** great and populous towns, viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
"* or meetings of ten perfons each, and thefc ten to appoint a 
** delegate; ten of thefe -delegates form another meeting, and fo 
** on, delegating from one to another, till at laft they are re- 
^<^ d'uced to a proper number for conftituting the Committee or 
•**; Grand Council'* 

There is another letter of the fame date, which has a remark- 
able circumftance about it. It is addrefled to the Conftitutional 
^Society. Gentlemen, it ftates that *' this Society (that is, the 
. . . . fama 
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£ime Sheffield fociety) '^ fcdirtg, as they' dor, the grievous efl 
** kSts of the prefent ftatc dcfcfb and abufc of our country^*'-^ 
(the word originally in this letter was con/litution, but the word 
conftitutioB, not being that which was liked, by fame very odd 
accident in the letter frnm Sheffield, the word comtrj^ in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Tooke, is fubftituted for conftitutkn)^^ 
*^ the great and heavy oppreffions, which the common people 
*' labour under, as the natural confequence of that corruption, 
*^ and at the time being fenfiUe to a degree of certainty, that 
*' the public minds and the general fentiments of the people are 
•* determined to obtain a radical reform of the country," yoa 
will mark thefe words, *^ as (bon as prudence and difcretion will 
•' permit, believes it their duty to make ufe of every prudent 
*^ means, as far as 'their abilities can be extended, to obtain (b 
** (alutary and defirable an objeA, as a thorough reformation of 
" our country/' the word country being in the hand-writing 
again of Mr. Tooke, " efliablifhed upon that fyftem, which is 
** c?,nriftent with the rights of man '' — ^for thefe reafons they 
ftate their forming into clubs, as the former letter did, and they 
conclude thus — " th^t being thus ftrengthened, this (bciety may 
•* be better enabled to govern itfelf with more propriety, and to 
^' render afiifbnce to their fellow-citizens In this neighbourhood, 
" and in parts more remote, that they in their turn may extend 
•* ufeful knowledge ftill further from town to village, and from 
" village to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently en- 
*^ lig;htened and united in the fame caufe, which cannot fail of 
** being the cafe, wherever the moft excellent works of Mr. 
•• Thomas Paine find refidence." 

Thofe works are the works which have held an hereditary 
monarchy, however limited, to be inconfiftent with the rights 
of man ; which have held the conftitutbn of parliament in this 
country to be inconfiftent with the rights of man ; and thofe 
Works, upon the principles of that inconfiftency, have held even 
the parliament itfelf incompetent to reform any abufes in govern* 
ment. 

The paper they tranfmit ftates as a fadt, that the number of 
members at Sheffield were in March 1792, two thoufand. That 
the Confiitutional Society in London and the Conftitutional 
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Sbeietjr at Sbe&Idv Jthus nunieFbus^ ihould have had nocdmiec^ 
tiob by afiUiafeion till the 14th of March 1792, though, oa that 
t4Chvof Manrh. t'jTffiy it appears that the Sheffield Society 1^ 
had>correfpondcnce, and had become conneded vrith the Londoa 
Corre^ooding Society, prior to die Londoa Conrefpoadtn^ 
Secioty fending the paper I. before ftated to the Conftituttonal 
Soqiety, is^fomewhat remarkable^ 

•' The paper proceeds thus: " TTiis fociety, compofed chiefly 
*• of the manufafturers of Sheffield, began about /o«r months 
•* ago^ and is already increafed to nearly two thoufand mem- 
bers.'* In this letter, dated March 14, 1792, they flate it to 
have amounted to two thoufand, exclufive of neighbouring 
tpwns aind villages, who were forming themfelves into fimilar 
Jociet^cs. They then ftate the principles upon which the fo- 
cieties are forjried, and that *' they have derived more true know- 
** tedge from, the two wrorks of Mr. Thomas Paine, entitled 
*^ Rights ' of ]Vf an, part the firft and fecond, than from any 
** author on the fubjeft. The pra6tice as well as the principle 
** of government is laid down in thofe works, in a manner Co 
^ clear and irrefiftibly <:onvincing, that thi^ fociety do hereby 
** refolve to give their thanks to Mr. Paine for his two faid 
?* publications entitled Rights of Man." 

Qentli^men, I. beg your pardon for addreffing you fo much zt 
lm0h QP this caiie, but I feel it my bounden di^ty to the public^ 
IP yoMy. and to th^ prifpner at the b^,. to warn you fully of the 
iKfcpl'ilb.of it. There is nothing which, I am fure, would more 
certainly happen than that I fhouldi go, not only out of this 
court} bvit to my grave, with pain, if I ihould have dated to yoii 
ki a proceeding of this nature the doctrines of Mr. Paine, 
othorwife than as I think of them. If tliat is meant to be intic 
Doated* that we may have no difpute about them, and that we 
a^Y Qot mifunderftand what is that principle, and that prafUce, 
to which, the paffag^ I have, now read, alludes, you; will aUow 
me to read a few paffiiges out of this fecond part of the Rights pf 
IVI^Q, iaid to contain both the principle and pra&ice of govern- 
ment, and then I afk you what thofe muft have intended, with 
rfifpe^^ tQ the goveviHaent of this country^ who meant to tal^ 
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any Aep in KMrder to make a change in it. In fuch a way as tlie> 
principle and practice laid down in that book would require them. 
to make it, recoUe&ing that the government of this country is. 
a government coi^fifling in a King, having an hereditary crown, . 
together with lords and commons, forming a parliament accord- 
ing to the laws and conftitution of England. 

Now^ that author, in the firft place, exprefies a great deal of 
what poffibly may be diflferentiy thought of by other perfons, 
but what I cannot call good will to the people of Engbnd-— for 
he fays, *• that daring the time of the •American war, he was 
** ftrongly impreflfed with the idea, that if he (iould get over to 
** England without being known, and only remain in fafety till 
** he could get out a publication, that he could open the eyes 
^* of the country with rcfpe<£l to the madneis and ftupidity of 
^* its government," 

Let us fee in what that madnefs confifted according to him: 
having ftated in his former book that a government ought to 
cxift in no country, but according to the principles of the Rights 
of Man — he repeats again the di(lin6tion he had ftated in his 
former book, between what he calls the two fyftems ; he fays, 
'* that the one now called the old is hereditary, either in whola 
** or in part," which is that of England; '' and the new is en- 
** tircly reprefentative," — that is a government confifting of 
a commons houfe, if you choofefo to call it. — We know, that in 
1649 the ruling government in this country was called a parlia- 
ment, called a commons houfe, and it was then ena£i:ed, tliat 
if any perfons fhould attempt to put a King into this country, 
they fbould be deemed traitors, with much lefs of an overt a(SJ; 
inanifcfted, than is necel&ry at this day. Again it is ftatpd, " ai> 
^' heritable crown, or an heritable throne, or by whatever 
^* fanciful name fuch things may be called, have no other figni- 
'* ficant explanation than that mankind are heritable property^ 
^* To inherit a government, is to iaherit the people, as if they 
^' were flocks and herds." 

" Hereditary fucceiHon is a burlefque upon n^onarchy. It 
^' puts it in the moft ridiculous light by prefentingit as an oflSce, 
♦^ Vyhich ^ny child or iclipt may fill. . It requires fomc talents to 
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'* be a common mechanic, but to be a King requires only tho' 
*• animal figure of man, a fort of breathing automaton. This 
** fort of fuperftition may laft a few years more, but it cannot 
*• longrcfift tl)e awakened reafon and Intereft of man;" then, 
*' in whatever manner the feparate parts of a conftitutian may 
** be arranged, there is one general principle, that diftinguiflics- 
*^f^ccdani from flavcry, which is, that all hereditary govera- 
*f ment over a people is to them a fpecies of flavcry, and repre- . 
** fentative govcrnn^ent is freedom;" then, fpeaking of the 
crown of England, that crown, in whi{:h, according to the law 
and conftitution of this country, according to its principle and 
pradlice, is veiled the fovereignty in the manner in which I have 
flatcd it, he fays^ ^$ having thvis glanced at fome of the defefts. 
*^ of the two houfes of parliament, I proceed to wjiat is called 
♦* |he crown, upon which I fliall be very concife.'* 

*^ It fignifies a nominal oflfice of a million fterllng ^ year.'^— - 
Again, Gentlemen, give me leave to obferve that this, which 
has been fo often detailed for the woril of purpofes, cannot 
but be known to thofe who know any thing of the conllitu- 
tion of the country-*- (I charge nobody elfe— thofe, who; 
know any thing of the conftitution — I charge not t^ofe who 
do not know it) — to be in fubftance a grpfs ir^ifreprefenta" 
tion — " the bufmefs of which confifts in receiving the money. 
♦' Whether the perfon be wife or foolifh, fane or infane, a na- 
*' tive or a foreigner, matters not. Every minifter adls upon 
** the fame idea that Mr. Burke writes, namely, that the people 
«* muft be hoodwinked, and held in fuperftitious ignorance by 
♦* fonqe bugbear or other; and what is called the crown anfwers 
«< this purpofe, and therefore it anfwers all the purpofes to ba 
•' expefted from it.'' 

.Gentlemen, in another part of this vvork, you will find that 
Mr. Pajne was yery well aware of what thefe Sheffield corref- 
pondents were aware of, if they were the compofers of the letter 
to which I have alluded; that the principles, laid down in the 
conftitution of France, which thefe two books were to recom- 
mend, and the principles, ftated in Paine's firft book, were abfor 
Jut9ly inconfvftent with the conftitution itfelf of France, as ft 
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Mifled at Aat moment ; and Paine prophetically (he woiilcl not ' 
have had common fenfe if he had ftated it othcrvvife), even in 
the beginning of 1792, when he pubiifhes this book, foretcis 
that the government of France with a King a part of it, upon 
his principles,- and the principles profefled by the conftltution of 
France, could not exift: he forefaw that in Auguft 1 792, and 
I will prove, ^hat thofe perfons, who were thus approving the 
principles and praftice of Paine, knew that a King could not* 
cxift confiftently with thofe principles ; and they adopted them* 
Acrefore, as we infill, in order that a King (hould not exift in, 
this countrv* 

Gentlemen, thefe refolutlons, being received perhaps from 
Sheffield, a ftep is taken upon them in the Conftitutional Soci- 
ety, and a ftep, which gives an authenticity to the book I have 
in my hand, namely, the book of their proceedings, which is' 
remarkable enough, for in this fociety's book there are thefe 
refolutlons, which are fuppofed to be received from Sheffield, 
Wafered to the book, and then with a view of a publication of 
them, you will fix your view to a publication of them, in the 
Morning Chronicle, World, Poft, Times, Argus, Englifh 
Chronicle, and General Evening Poft, for the purpofe of cir- 
culating the principles of Mr. Thomas Paine, and for the pur- 
pofe of circulating the reprefentation, which is made in thefe 
refolations. There is firft of all in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing, — ► 
^* Society for Conjlitutional Information^ London^ March ^-^d^ 
*^ 1792. ^is fociety having received the following and other 
** communications from Sheffield^ f /z."— ^his hand-writing — then, 
^< March 14th, 1792," — ^his hand-writing — then the words 
** two thoufand members y^ fcored under, I cannot fay by him, 
hut by fomebody, I fuppofe for the purpofe of being printed in 
italics; and there is at the concluliou of this minut^in the hand- 
Writing of Mr. Tooke, 

M That the ficretary do return the thanks of this fociety to the 
^* fociety for Conftitutional Information cftahlifhed at Sheffield^ and 
■?* that he exprefs to them, with what friend/hip and affection this 
** fociety embraces thcm^ as^brothers and fellow labourers in the fame 
** caufe ;" — of principle and pradlice I fuppofe. *' That he do af- 
f ^ fure them of our entire concurrence with their opinion^ viz. that 
t . ' *' the 
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^ the people of this countty are noty as Afr, Burle terms tbem% 
** fmne ;" — the writer of this muft have kno](vn very well the 
fenfe in which an improper word, I readily admit, was nfed by 
the perfon to whom he now alludes,*^** hut rational beings^ better 
♦* qualified to feparate truth from error than bimfelf^ pojjijjinf^ m9r$ 
*^ honejiy^ and left craft J^* 

♦* Refolvedy that this fociety will on Friday next^ March 31^, 
•* ballot for the twelve ajfociated members recommended by the 
** Sheffield committee y and approved at this meeting^ — Then this 
paper \% ihus ordered to be publifhed for the primary purpofe, I 
fubmit, of recommending that principle and prafbice, which 
makes the Sheffield people ** fellow labourers" with the Con- 
ftitutional Society in the fame caufe of principle and praftice, 
3nd which both, in the principle and practice, was aimed at the . 
deArudion of the government of the country j of that hereditary 
monarchy, which Paine reprefents ?is tyranny ; of that limited 
monarchy, which he reprefents as tyranny ; and for the purpofe 
/of recommending that rcprefentative government^ which, 1 fay, is 
the true fenfe of all the words which thefe people ufe : but thi^ 
is not all — you will obferve, that this paper of refolutions was 
accompanied by a letter, in which letter there is alfo the hand- 
writing of Mr. Tooke, and that the paper ftates tliat two thou-- 
fand members belong to the fociety at Sheffield, and that this 
number is to be ftated by publication, as the number of perfons 
belonging to the fociety at Sheffield. In another publication 
they are ftated to amount to two thoufand four hundred-r-in No- 
vember 1793, ^^ ^^ flated, that they were many thoufands : now 
you will fee from the witnefles, fome of thefe corfefpondents, 
thefe able men, who are fo little corrupt, in the courfe of exami* 
pation— you will fee, unlefs I atp miftaken in the eflFeft of the 
evidence I have tp offer, the truth of an obfervation that I made, 
that mankind were to be mifled, and focieties were to be invited to 
be created, by the mifreprefentation of numbers, and by giving to 
cxifting focieties a colour in that refpeii, which did not belong 
^o them ; for to this hour, after all the pains which has been 
taken with thf Sheffi^d people (and what pains you will hear), 
thofe perfons, who >vere tvyo thoufand, have not yet arrived to 
))ut about fix hundred, 
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. Gentlemen, tfiis Society, having in this lettiBi: ei^prefled ^^ 
ii9clinatipn that they ibould have fome ^^bcialed members in |h^ 
Conftitutional Society, that affiliation bpgins in the Conftitii- 
tional Society in London, whi(:h I have alluded to, and accord- 
ingly ypu will find, that upon the 31ft of March, twelve perfong 
were ballotted for as from the Sheffield Society, and became affo- 
ciated members of this focicty ; you obferve, that this letter ha4 
ftated from Sheffield that they had received before a communica- 
tion from Mr, Tooke, and Mr. Tookc afterwards writes a 
draught of a letter which is fent to them, in which he dates, 
** I am dire£led by the Society for Coknftitutional Information 
ff to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, ;ind to exprefs to 
ff you that very great pleafure and fatisfaflion which they re-r 
f * ceived from your communication ; the fociety have unani-' 
•* mqufly cledted twelve'* (here follow the names of the perfons,) 
f * as aljbciated members of this fociety." — ^Thefe perlbns being cer^ 
fainly, Gentlemen^ extremely refpefbble menasfubje£bofGreat 
Britain, but, ^t the fame time, nien, that, one wonders a little, 
ibould^ upot) fuch a purpofe ai3 this, without a little more in- 
ftnifkion being infufed into their minds, have been afTociated as 
members into this fociety—^'* and we flatter ourfelves, that 
**^ when apy buiinefs oi* other pccafion fliall lead any of tfaofe 
f gentlemen to London, they will be kind enough to honour 
?* the fociety by their prefence, and give us an opix)rtunity of 
^* cementing that friendiliip between us, which all the zealous 
f^ friends of public freedom and the happinej^ of n^nkind ought 
V to feel and ef ercife towards each other, 

** P. S. I am defired by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeft each 
f * of the aflfociated memben to honour him by the acceptance 
*• of the books which accompany this letter;" — which were, I 
apprehend it appears, fo many parts of the Rights of Man, 

Gentlemen, upon the 24th of March, 1792, a paper appean 
to have been fent to the Conftitutional Society from a neft of 
Societies, the United Coqftitutional Societies at Norwich : this 
was the 24th of March, 1 792, and it appears, as I am inftruSed^ 
that the words <^ 24th ^arch^ ^19^*' ^^ ^^^^ in the hand-writ-» 
^ng of Mr. Xooke, 

<* At 
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*' At a meeting of the delegates of the United Conftitutionaf 
** ScKiieties, held the 24th March 1792, at the Wheel of For- 
•* tune, St. Edmund's, in the city of Norwich, it was unani- 
** raoufly agreed to communicate to the gentlemen of the 
** London Society for Coiiftitutional Information, the following 
^^ refolutions. : 

" I ft. We are happy to fee the fuccefs of the Sheffield Society 
** for Conftitutional Reform, and approve of the delegations^ 
*' which you and they have made in order to form a plan of 
** general information. We humbly beg that you would grant to. 
** us the fame favour ; and it is our wilh, that aU the focieties 
** of a fimilar kind in England were, only as fo many member& 
•* ftfongly and indiflblubly united in one political body* 

** 2dly» We believe that inftruStng the people m poKticaf 
** knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men^' 
*5 is the only effexSiual way to obtain the grand obje£k of reform^ 
*' for men need only be made acquamted with the abufes of 
** govcmraent, and they will readily join in every lawfial means. 
♦' to obtain redrefs; we have the pleafure to inforip you that our 
** focieties confift of fomc hundreds, and new focieties arc fre^ 
*«^ quently fonning, which, by delegates, prefervc a mutual in- 
** tercourfe with each other, for mutual inftruftion and infor- 
** mation ; and the greateft care has been taken to preferve order 
** and regularity at our meetings, to convince the world diat 
^^ riot and diibrder are no parts of our political creed. 

*' 3dly. We believe, and are firmly pcrfuaded," (and if any 
man tiiought fo lie had a right . to fay fo if he pleafed^) ** that 
*' Mr. Burke, the once friend of liberty, has traduced the greateft 
«* and moft glorious revolution ever recorded in the. annals o( 
** hiftory ; we thank Mr. Burke for the political difcuflion pror 
*« voked, and by which he has opened unto ys the dawn of a 
** glorious day. 

" 4thly, To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks are efpecially 
*' due for the firft and Cecond parts of the Rights of Man, an() 
*' we fincerely wifli that he may live to fee his labours" — that 
is the deftruftion of hereditary government and limited mona;*- 
chy, and confe^uently the government of England — *' crowned 

^» with 
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^ with fuccefs itt the general difFufion of liberty and happlncft 
*^ among mankind,'* 

Gentlemert, this letter docs not appear (though the words» 
the 24th of March, are in the hand-writing of Mr, Tookc) t» 
have been read in the Conftitutional Society till the 14th of 
Ataj^, ^792, wh^n they read this letter, and alfo another, whick 
I will now ftate to you, from the fociety called the Norwich 
Revolutiop Society. 

" The Norwich Revolution Society wirties to open a com- 
** munication with you at this time, when corruption lias ac- 
** quired a publicity in the fenate, which exafls from the 
" honour of the Britifti nation renewed exertions for parliamen- 
" tary reform — without prejudging the probable event" — (thi$ 
IS a material paSage, when you connecSl it with what is found ia 
other fubfequent papers) — ** even of fuch an application to the 
** legiflature, the fociety is willing to circulate the information, 
*' and to co-operate in the meafures, that may feem beft adapted 
" to further fo defirable and fo important an end ; it is willing 
*' to hope the rcdrcfs of every exifting grievance at the han<b 
** of a government refuhing from an extraordinary convocation 
^* in 1688 — an extraordinary convention of all, who had at 
** any preceding time been elefted reprefentativcs of the people, 
** afllfted hy the hereditary counfellors of the nation, and a 
" peculiar deputation from the metropolis ; which national coa- 
*' ftituting affembly cafhiered for mifcondudl a King of the 
'* Houfe of Stuart.'* 

Tke opinions and principles of this fociety are bcfl: ex- 
plained by an appeal to their literary reprefentative — " To 
** Jaiiies Mackintofh, author of the Vindiciae Galicae, the fo- 
" ciety offers the tribute of its approbation and gratitude for the 
" knowledge, the eloquence, and philofophical fpirit, with which 
" he has explained, defended, and commented on the Revolu- 
" tion of France ; it hcfitates to affent to this only of his 
" opinions — that there are but two interefts in fociety, thofe of 
" the rich, and fhofe of the poor — if fo, wliat chance have the 
'* latter ? Surely the interefts of all the induftrious, from the: 
** richeft merchant to the pooreil mechanic, are, in every com- 
*^ inunity, the fame to lefien the numbers of the unproducSlive, 
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** to '^tiofc ihalntehance they contribute, and to io iwiy ftic6 
*^ inftitutions and impofts as abridge the means of maintenance^ 
** by refiftirig the demaild for labour, ,or by (baring in reward^ 
•• as the means fiioft conducive to this ccHnpreherifive end, the 
•* Norwich Revolution Society deiires an equitable reprefenta^ 
•* tion of the people. 

** The Rights of Man by Thomas Paixie, and the Advice to 
** the Privileged Orders by Joel Barlow,'* a book which I fhall 
give in evidence, and therefore ftiall ftate fome paflages frona 
prefently, ** have alfo been read with attention and circulated 
** with avidity/* — Now Barlow's book you will find is, in th^ 
plaincft and mod unequivocal language, as I underftand it, an 
exhortation to all people to get rid of kingly government, and 
addrefled more particularly to the two focieties I have mentioned, 
as containing the fubftance of the bufinefs, in which they ard 
intereiled, as you will fee when I come to ftate the tranfadUons 
of Oftober 1792. 

** The Rights of Man by Thomas Pairte, and the Addreft td 
** the Privileged Orders by Joel Barlow, have alfo been read 
** with attention and circulated with avidity; they point out 
** with clearnefs moft of the abufes which have accumulated 
** under the Britifh government ; they attack with energy moft 
** of the prejudices which have tended to perpetuate them*'* ' ' 

Now, how any man living could thank thefe people without 
informing them that, if they really meant well to their country, 
they muft be ignorant in the extreme, or fomething worfe, if they 
could reconcile either the Rights of Man or Joel Barlow's book 
on the privileged orders with the principles of that Convention 
in 1688, which is the foundation of the liberties of this country^. 
IS to me quite inexplicable. But, after ftating the conftitution 
of this country, in a letter fabricated with great art, there follow* 
the twelve names of the intended aflbciated members from Nor- 
wich, and the defcription of fome of thefe twelve happens alfo, 
lix>m a fmguhr circumftance, to be in the hand-writing of\ 
Jlr. Tooke. Then this fociety returns thanks to the focieties 
at Sheffield and Norwich for thefe communications. 

Th9 



The refolutlons of tbc London Correfponding Society, which 
I toid you were fent on the 30th of March, are to this efied* 

•< Refotvedy That every individual has a right to (hare in the 
** govemnacnt of that focicty of which he b a member, unle& 
•* incapacitated.'* 

" Reiblved, That nothing but non-age, or privation of rea- 
^^ fon, or an offence againft the general rules of fociety, can in-^ 
•* capacitate him." 

** Refolved, That it is not lefs the right, than the duty of 
*' every citizen, to keep. a watchful eye on the government of 
•* thb country, that the laws, by being multiplied, do not degc-» 
** nerate into oppreffion, and that thofe who are iritrulled with 
*^ the government do not fub&ttute private intereft for public 
♦* advantage." 

** Refolved, That the people of Great Britain are not pro* 
•* perly reprefented in parliament/* 

*^ Refolved, that in confequence of a partial, unequal, and 
** inadequate reprefentation, together with the corrupt method 
" in which reprefentatives ^re elected, opprcffive taxes, unjuft 
** laws, reftriftions of liberty, and wafting of the public money, 
** have enfued." 

** Refolved, That the only remedy to thofe evils is a fair and 
•* impartial reprefentation of the people in parliament." 

"Refolved, That ^ fair and impartial reprefentation can 
** never take place until partial privileges are aboliihed, and the 
•* ftrong temptations held out to eleftors afford a prefumptlvc 
•* proof, that the reprefentatives of this country feldom procure 
•• a feat in parliament ftom the unbought fufFrages of a free 
*« people." 

" Refolved, That this focirty do exprefs their abhorrence of 
•* tumult and violence, and that as they airp at reform, not 
** anarchy, reafon, firinncfs, and unanimity, be the only arms 
** they employ, or perfuade their fellow citizens to exert againft 
** abufe of power." 
» Gentlemen, 
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Geiufemcn, in this, which I have now read to yotf, I ani 
billing, if you pleafe, that you fbduld conftrue every word tf 
it, though certainly it is not coniiftent with the principles of 
Britifh government^ upon this principle, that thofe^ who feat 
' tliat paper to the Conftitutional Society, if it even was fei^it 
there at all, really underftood it to be confiftent with the prin- 
ciples of the Britiili government, and I claim no credit for the 
veracity with which I afiert, that this confpiracy has exifted, 
unlefs I (hew you by fubfequent ads of this focifity, that, at 
this moment, they meant what Mr. Paine fays, in principle, 
and pra£lice, is the olily rational thing — a reprefentatlzfe govern-' 
ment \ the dired contrary of the government, which is efta- 
lilhed here. 

You will find, by what I (hall lay before you, that thete 
was a fociety in Solithwark— ^To this fociety the Lopdon Cof- 
refponding Society, in a letter which- 1 have to read to you 
prefently, llated their adoption of all Mr. V^mt^^ principles^ wi^ 
a view, as I think, to the pra^ice recommended in his works ; 
this fociety alfa received the thanks of the Conftitutional Society 
for a communication which I am about to ftate to you ; arid 
the London Correfponding Society afterwards entered, as it 
feems to me, into a combination with them, upon the principles 
ftated in that communication : I fay it is impoffible, attendirig 
to thefe fa<Sl8, for any man who reafons fairly, to doubt that 
the principles of the London Correfponding Society and of the 
Conftitutional Society was to form a reprefentative gQvernment in 
this country. 

A declaration from a fociety in Southwark was read .'*— 
" Refolved, That the thanks of this fociety be given to the 
*' Southwark Society for the following communication, and 
** that it be publifiied in the newfpapers :" . ••' 

•* April 19, 1792, at the Three Tuns Ta[vem*^ Southwafk— 
** Refolved, That we do now form ourfelves into a fociety for 
** the difFufion of political knowledge." 

* <' Refolved, That the fociety be denominated the Friends of 
the People." 

^' Refolved, 
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' «' Refirivcd, that the tollowiag be the dcdaratidn 5f this 
" fociety" — which is the preamble to the conftitotion in France, 
in the year x-79i. 

" Confidering that ignorance, forgetfulncfs, or contempt ol 
" the rights pf men, are the fble caufes of public grievances, 
" and the corruption of government, this fociety, formed for 
" the purpofe of inveftigating and aflettlng thofe rights, and of 
^* uniting our efforts with others ot our fellow-citi^ns for 
" corre£ling national ahufes, art! reftraining unneceffary arid 
" exorbitant taxation, do hereby declare — > 

" Firft, That the great end of civil fociety is general hap- 
" pinefs. 

" Secondly, That no form of government is good, any further 
" than it fecures that objcft. 

" Thirdly^ That all civil and political authority is deriVed 
" from the people"— -that people, of whom they were afters- 
wards to form a convention. 

" Fourthly, That equal aftive citizenfhip is the unalienable 
'* right of all men, minors, criminals, and infane perfons, eX-^ 
-" cepted." • ' 

Now will my friend difpute with me what thefe principled, 
According to the ideas of thofe, who ftate them, lead to? 

** Fifthly, Tliat the exercife of that right, in appointing aa 
** adequate' i'eprefe?7tathe government*^ — That is the government, 
which Mr. Paine tells you, rejefts every thing that is hereditary 
— is what ?—*' the wifeft device of human policy" — -not only 
thaj:, but it is — '' the only fecurity of national freedom." — 
Then, is not that a diredl affertion, that the Britifti government 
cxilh upon principles not reconcileable with the principles of a 
government that can have any fedurity, or fuch a fecurity as 
it ought to have for gerieral freedom ? 

The Society for Conftitutional Informiatiort return their 
thanks upon that alfo, and then thofe perfons who Write this 
letter fay farther in the fame paper—* 

" We call upon our fellow-citizens, of all defcriptions, to 
** inftitute focictics for the fame great purpofo"— that is, the 

H purpofe 



^urpoCe of Intro^iicing i^refentadv^ g«rtttiiftcnt-i-** and Ve 
>>. recommend a gieiieial correfpondinoe with each €>c1ier'*-^iit 
attached and rivdted to the Cohftitutionit Society-^^* and i/ritfa 
f* the Society for Conftitutional Infotmatioii^ iti London, ^s the 
** beft means of Cen^dting tht common unionf^ and of diie&r 
^* ing with greater energy our united «fibtt» to the iaixte eom* 
** inoii obje£b/' 

- What wercf the objc4b of this fecUty ? Yoo will find thae 
jhe Qt:§^£is of this fociety irere the obje£b of the ConftitutionaC 
Society ; and yofu \till find prefently, that they were the objei& 
of thfe Correfponding Society. : — The Conftitutiolial Society re- 
JStvcd, ** that every fociety, deiiririg art unioi^, ot cc^refpond- 
** ence with this, and which doth not profefs any jprinciplcs 
^ deftrtiaitc to thith of jaftice" — now this givtek occafion for 
the firft remark I have to make upon kng^ge — »** or fubverfivc 
{*.^ to tiie libemes of oor couhtry ; bat whichy on the contrary, 
•*.* Ibeks^ tt we do, the iemoval of tomiption ftom the legifla- 
*^ tute and abufes from the go^ermttent, oaght to be, aiid wt 
;« hope; will }ft ^mbtaced widi the raoft bratlierly afi«£ln>n and 
>" . patriiG>tic frieti^fl^ip by this fociety." 

i obferve upon this, that all this handfomfe tangdage is per* 
ie^y doiMifteflt with this principle, in the imnds of tfhofe who 
write it, s^ they do not Venture to eiit]f4ain if, becaufe I think 
4hey ddrft not explain it — with this idea in their nifiii&, that 
thofe principles were deftru^kive of truth and jurtice, were fub- 
verfivc to the libertieis of the country, which were principles ift 
oppofition to thofe of Mr. Paine ; and that all prafticicr, that was 
in oppofition to the praftice he recommends, was fubverfive to 
the liberties of the country. 

J :<^ome now to a cifcumftance or two^ which lead me to 
.fiate ihortly what will be proved to be tlie original conftitution 
of the London Correfponding Society — the plan, (the efficacy of 
. which had. been tried in France, and which men, who came 
fiom that country, were probably well acquainted with) — ^was, 
to unite, firft, fmall bodies of men — as foon as they came to 
a greater number, to divide them into fmaller parties, and fo 
to fpread themfelvcs by degrees, (as you will find in the letters, 
was the purj^ofe of ihefe focieties) from town to town, from vil- 
' 3 Jage 
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kge to village, from hamlet to hamlet, till, as they exphiil It, 
there fhould not be an unenlightened man in the country. 

The Conftitution of the London Corfcfponding Society was 
formed upon this principle ; it will appear from the written evi- 
dence which will be produced to you, that a Gentleman of the 
name, I thiiik, of Felix. Vaughan, was appointed a delegate upon 
the 30th of April for No. 63 ; that Mr. Hardy confulted him ; 
and, being alfo appointed to form a confHtutional codfe of laws 
for tlic London Correfpohding Society^ Mr. Hardy confulted him 
upon that fubjedl. The preamble to. the rcfolutions which formed* 
their conftitution was this, " Whereas it is notorious that very nu - 
•* merous hurdettfome and unneceflary taxes arelaid on the perfon<5 
** and families of us and others the induftrlous inhabitants of Great 
*• Britain, an exceedingly greatmajority of whom are, notwith- 
** (landing, excluded from all reprefentation in Parliament; and 
** as, upon inquiry into the caufe of this grievance, which is at 
•* once ad obftrudlion to our inJuftry, and a diminution of our 
** projjcrty, we find that the conftitution of our country, which' 
*• was purchafed for us at the expence of the lives of our ancef- 
•* tOrs, has, by the violence and intrigue of criminal and de- 
** figning.men, been injured and underniined in its moft cflential 
«' and important parts, but particularly in the Houfe of Com- 
«* mons, where the whole of the fuppofed reprefentation of the 
** people is neither more nor lefs than an ufurped power.'* 
(I hope, Gentlemen, it cannot be re()uired that I fliould con- 
tend againft fuch an affertion in this place; if a court of 
raw in this Country has not loft all the charafler that be^ 
longs to law, and how that ufurp^ power was ever td 
be employed as an organ in the conftitution of thjlt new* 
reprefentative body that this Society aimed at, cortfiftent with 
their o\vn principles, remains to this moment unintelligible to 
me)*^*' arifing either from abufes in the mode of ele^fion and- 
*' duration of Parliaments, or from a corrupt property in certain 
*^ decayed corporations, by means of which the Iib<irties of this 
** nation are bafely bartered away from the bribed profit of the 
*^ Members of Parliament : and as it further appears to us, thatt 
** until this (burce of corruption <hall be deatifed by th^ deter^ 
** mination, perfeverance, firmnefs, and union of the people at 
^* large, we are robbed of the inheritance fo acquired for us by 

Ha •* our 
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" 6ur forefathers, and that our taxes, inftead of being leffeneJ/ 
" will go on incrcaiing, ^8 they will furnifh more bribes, places^. 
" and peniions, to Minifters and Members of Parliament : we 
" therefore^ having refolved to unite ourfclves into one firm and 
** permanent body, for the purpofe of informing ourfelves and 
" others of the exad ftate of the prcfent parliamentary reprefen-. 
" tation, for obtaining a peaceful but adequate remedy to thi» 
intolerable grievance, and for correfpondin^ and co-operating 
" with other Societies, united for the fame objefts, have unani- 
♦* moufly adopted the following regulations for the internal order. 
** and government of our Society." They then ftate their regu- 
lations ; and their conftitution having been thus formed, they pub- 
lifh it afterwards in the month of May. What obfervations they 
ftate t6 the public upon it in the monthof May, I ftiall have occa- 
fion to reprefent prefently ; you will fee the manner of procealing 
with refped to the eleSion of their delegates, by the production* 
of a particular paper. On the 13th of April, a peribn, whom 
you have heard much of, Mr. Margarot, is appointed a delegate ; 
upon the 30th of April, Mr. Vaughan was, as far as the paper 
is evidence of the fad, appointed delegate for No. 63 ; Mr. 
Ridhter, a party named in this indidment, and Mr. Martin, 
another party, againft whom the Grand Jury have found a bill, 
but who is not named in this indiftment, are alfo appointed de- 
legates. Mr. Hardy is not only Secretary, but he is appointed, 
upon the 13th of Aprils a delegate; and there is a choice of de- 
legates for the whole of thefe bodies. You will find they after- 
wards met from time to time, to purfue the great purpofes of* 
their inqorporation, at an alehoufe, I think the Bell in Exeter- 
flreet, in the Strand, from which place Caime of the correfpon- 
dence I am about to ftate to you comes* 

Gentlemen, the Society for Conftittitional Information, having 
. iffliated feteral Societies very fuddcnly with themfelvcs — whether 
Mr. Paine remained in this country or not I cannot tell — the/ 
felt an inclination to aflSliate with another Society, which is to' 
be, as it appears to rae,* in joftice to. them, very ftrongly diftin- 
guiftied incjeed with refpcSh to the principles, upon which they 
aftcd, I mean the Society calling itfelf the Friends of the People, 
. ■ J . meeting 
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meeting at Free Mafons Tavern ; with what prudence or difcre- 
tion that Society formed itfelf is a fubjedi which I /hall not difcufs, 
but it is a moft important faft, that in the firft attempt, which 
the Society for Conftitutional Information made, (and it ought 
to be known in juftice to the Friends of the People) the firfl at- 
tempt they made to affiliate thcmfelves with the Society of the 
Friends of the People, that Society in correfpondence, that will 
be read to you, aSs, as fome individual members of the Condi- 
tional Society had done, they fay — *' No, we difcover your defiga 
*' from what you are doing; you tell us, from your approbation 
." of refolutions entered into at Manchefter, figned by Mr. Walk- 
" er, and Mr. Jackfon, that you approve the fort of fchemes 
** Mr. Paine has fet forth ; that you approve proje6ts of giving, in 
" loofe and indefinite terms, the full extent of what you call the 
** rights of the people to the people : that is not our intent ; we 
'* think" — and, Gentlemen, many a man may very honeftly 
think it, but he muft go about the execution of his thoughts in 
a legal way, if he does fo think, if he means to reduce his 
thoughts into pra6fcice — ** we think that Parliament k not ade- 
" quate to all the ends, for which it is inftltutediis a body, through 
" which is to be fpoken, as far as the conftitution requires, the 
'* will of the people; but we do not mean what you mean ; we 
" mean to preferve the forms of the conftitution, which it is clear 
" you do not; we mean," fays Lord John Ruffel, in *a letter^ 
which will be read, " to preferve the forms of the conftitution, 
** and therefore muft decline all correfpondence with you..'^ « 

Gentlemen, it happens — it belongs to Societies of tliis nature, 
andldefire to be underftood therefore, inftating it, only as ftating 
a circumftance, which in its nature does belong to thofe Societies, 
and which will happen — that it was thought neceffary, for the 
great purpofe of doing that which was eventually to be done, 
that a Society, which had rejeded Co-operation with the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, fliould ftill be kept, for the pur- 
pofes of the Society for Conftitutional Information, in hOi and 
cfFeft, correfponding and conneaed with it. Accordingly you 
will find that this Society of the Friends of the People, rcjeding 
upon principle the plan which they thought abandoned the forms 
of the conftitution, that this Society retained, in its own bo- 
ll 3 • fom. 



fom, according to the account I have of it, many racmberx, who 
happened to belong to the other Society, and the work of both 
Societies went on by the fame inftmroents : they were thus there- 
fore coiu\e£ted in fa£t, though diey did not choofe as a body tOi 
have one Society in connexion with the other. 

Gentlemen, having ftated that, you will allow me now to 
miention, though it is a little out of d^tc, but it alfo conne£):$ 
itfejf with and illuftrates the laft obfervations I oiade, that the 
Society at Sheffield, which had conneded itfelf by affiliation 
vrith the Society for Conftitutional Information, s^nd you wiU 
ajfo find with the London Correfponding Society, bad received, 
about the 24lh of May, intelligence from the Society of the 
Fripnds of the People, which dated to them very corredHy what 
their objects were, the means, by which they meant to accom- 
plifli them, and the attention, which they meant to pay .to ffie. 
forms of the Conftltution. You >yill now fee what the Society 
for Conftitutional Information underftood to be the obje<Stfr of thp 
Sheffield Society, and what the Sheffield Society underftood to be 
the objefts of the Society for Conftitutional Information. The 
Sheffield Society (though I do not know that they kept their 
word) diftin£lly difavowed, in a letter of the a6thMay, to the.Con- 
ftitutional Society, having any thing more to do with that Society 
^-called the Friends of the People— which meant to preferve the 
Ibrn^s of the conftitution ; reprefented that they had totally jpif-r 
^mderftood them, and would have nothing more to do with them^ 
but to the extent, to wlJch the Society for Conftitutional In* 
formation permittedf 

You will find in a letter from Sheffield, of the a6th May, and 
this correded by Mr. Tooke, that they thank the Cc^nftitutional 
Society for accepting their members. They then ftate that they 
had incrcafed to twp thoufand four hundred. — " On Saturday 
♦* laft, the 1 9th inftant, \ve rcceiyeda packet of printed addrejSes, 
♦' refolutions, &c, from the Society (FreeMafons tavern), which 
*♦ pn mature confideration we fin^ ourfelves not fo well reconcile4 
" to the ideas they convey to us as we could wifti, if they had 
" appeared in a different point of yiew ; nor do they afford us 
" fuch a flattering profpec^, as we vvere apprehenfive might be 
♦* cxpedcd from an aflbciation of fo refpedable a body, under 

«* the 
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*^ the high denoopnnation of the Friends of the feotgiCs In^itf 

^ opinion^ their anfwer of the 12th inilant t<> yoor ktter of the 

^* 27th ultimo is oo ways Gooapatible with th^ appellation ; 

*< from tbe known refpe^bbility of many nanies which appear 

*' amongft them, we had entertained great hopes of their real 

'^ uf&" — mark the words Gentlemen — '' ioohtf^iHligatfiorottgh 

*' reform" — now mind what that le&rm is—**' in obtoining « 

•* thorough reform upon theprinciples of tH© Rights of Matt,".— 

that js, a reprefentative government, rejcfting the King> anct 

rejefling every other part of th? conftitution of this country, ex- 

cept fo far as it was confident (indeed it is not coniillent with any; 

part of it) with the principles of the rights of man — " which ca^ 

*' never be accomplifhed until every man enjqys his lavyfiil an4 

•' juft privileges,'* 

*^ Previous to the reception of this packet, we did commonU 
^* cate to them by letter the pleafmg hopes it refledied on us on 
^« looking forward, viewing fucb refpcdlablc charadlers fignaliying 
** themfelves in fiipport of the people's rights, agreeable to the 
^* above principles, and the denomination by which they have 
" entitled themfelves, &c. In due courfe they would receive 
f* our letter laft Thurfday feven-night ; and in confequence, we 
♦* apprehend the packet was forwarded to us on the fame day, 
•* but without any written communication. We ftall not at- 
** teippt any further communication with them, uqtil we arc 
** favoured with your fentiments upon the fubjeft, or untij 
" matters of doubt which areatprcfententertained be removed." 
Then there is a note, which ibews the neccffity of this foftering 
care of the Condi tutional Society : they fay — *^ Birmingham ir\ 
" particular claims all the affiftance fron^ ellabliflied Societies^ 
*' which poffibly can be adminiflsered.*^ 

Having written to the Condi tutional Society upon the a 6th of 
May, they find it expedrep^, for the fame purpofe, to trouble 
tWeir correfppndents of the London Correfponding Society: 
^< We were favoured with your very afFeSionate letter of the 
** 7th ultimo, and communication, in due courfe ; and I am 
** ^irefbcd by this Society to inform yb\^, tha^ it is with infinite 

. H4 ^* (atisfaaiort 
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*' fctisfaaion they receive the information, that your firm anJ 
*> laudable endeavours are direSed to that cffe£^ual and neccf- 
** fary pnrpofe, of opening and enlightening the .public mind, 
** and diffcminating ufeful knowledge amongft the general mafs 
*< of the people : by an orderly proceeding in a firm purfuit of 
** truth and equity, there cannot be a doubt but that our joint 
♦* endeavours will in due time be crowned with fuccefs. 

*« As brothers and fellow-labourers we congratulate you on 
<* the rapid progfefs of ufeful and real knowledge in the various 
<* parts of this nation, which fufiBciently indicates that the time 
«* cannot be far diftant when truth will be more predominant, 
** equity more generally a^dminiftered, and found wifdom more 
** tiniverfally fought after; when pride, ambition, and ignorance, 
" give place to thefe virtues, when oppreflTion ceafes and charity 
** abounds, when men in principle and praftice verify the necef- 
<* fity and advantage of doing to others as they wi(h to he donq 
f * by ; then, and not till then, can any people or nation be faid 
** to be happy. 

** We have herewilth inclofed our rules, &c. Should have 
^f written you much fooner, but on account of a difappointment 
*^ in the printing of our articles, &c. 

** Our numbers continue to increafe, both here, and in the 
** adjacent towps and villages ; a general concurrence prevails, 
** as to the necefllty of the bufmefs, and the meafures adopted by 
5* this Society for obtaining our objeS. It will be of great im- 
^' portance to the caufe we are engaged in, that a more frequent 
*' communication be maintained amongft all the fimilar inftitu- 
*' tions; for which reafon we beg the favour of your correfpon- 
" dence at every convenient opportunity, which will be highly 
** obliging to this Society, who in return pledge themfelves to 
f* obferve the fame rule." 

Gentlemen, having ftatcd to you nov7 what it was that the 
Society of the Friends of the People difcovered to be the objeft 
of the Conftitutional Society, and I agreeing wuh them in think- 
ing their difcovery upon that fubjeft was accurate and right, you 
will find it neceflary to go back and to proceed in the order of 

6 
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nmetothe 7* of April. Mr. Hardy fcnt from the London 
Correfponding Society a copy of their refolutions to the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, which was eftablifhed at Man- 
chefter, and defired alfo to have correfpondence with them, as 
thdy were all engaged* in one common caufe ; that Manchefter 
^ Society, you will recolleft, whk:h hoped that the other great 
benefits which Mr. Paine had ftated, would be carried into 
eflPea. 

He fays, " We began this fociety about ten weeks ago ; it is 
" compofed chiefly of tradefmen and {hop-keepers. The inclofed 
** will inform you of the principles we fet out upon. — When wc 
" firft aflbciated, we flattered ourfelves that no other focieties in 
*' the nation were formed upon the fame principles—but in two 
" or three weeks afterwards we were moft agreeably informed of 
*' our brethren at Shefiield having taken the lead in fo glorious a 
^* caufe — we immediately wrote to them, and were anfwered 
" without delay, expreffing a wifh to unite with ns, for promot- 
** ing the ends we have in view, and we are aflTurcd of fuccefs, by 
^* perfevering prudently, and with.unanimity." 

Upon the i8th of Aprils 1792, in furtherance of this plan, 
you will find Mr. Hardy writes a letter to the Prefident of the 
Society in the Borough — Now that is the Society, the principles 
of which 1 have fo diftinftly ftated before, as leading to r^e^ 
fentative government^ as the only fecurity for liberty in the 
counCry. — It appears that their declarations had alfo been fent to 
the London Correfponding Society ; and Mr. Hardy, upon the 
1 8th of April, 1792, fays, " I am ordered by the London 
** Correfponding Society, to fend a copy of their refolutions to the 
'* Society tliat meets at the Three Tuns Tavern in the Borough, 
** eftabliflied on purpofe for reftoring the rights of eleftion, or, 
** in other words, to obtain an equal reprefentation of the 
" people of this nation in Parliament." 

Now they had avowed, and aVowed in their declaration, that 
their objefl: of a reprefentation of the people in Parliament was 
precifely, that more extended one in its principle, which ob- 
tained at the time of the Commonwealth in England — namely, 
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» TCprcfentalion of ibc poodle in ParlUracnt, termed a Bai Ksi- 
ai«it, but without King or Lord$i <} r^prefeutatlve goi/^rnnunt^^ 
** Wc fliould be rcry Iwppy to eater iato a correfpomlence with 
•* yoor fociety— -^ we are all engaged m the lame grand ao4 
*^ important caufe, dicre is an abfolutely nccei&ty for us to uaito 
** together, and communicate with each other, that our fenti-* 
♦' ments and determinations may center in one point, viz. ta 
** have the right* of man re-eftabliflicd, efpecially in this riation j 
•* but our views of the rights of man are not confined folely to 
♦* this fmall ifland, but are extended to the whole human race — • 
*♦ black or white, high or low, rich or poor. I give yon the 
•* following as my own opinion — perhaps you may think it ^ 
•* fingular fentiment'*-^and then an opinion is given, which \%, 
my duty to ftate, though I do not underfland it—-** that tlic 
** King and the nobles, as much as the peafant and ignoble, 
•* are equally deprived of their right s Our (ociety meets; 
♦* every Monday night.** 

Gentlemen, there rs an anfwer to this, from a peribn of thfif 
name, I think, of Favcll, who is Chairman of the Friends of tl^ 
People in Southwark : He fays — " I duly received your letter 
^* containing the refolutions of the London Correfponding So- 
^ ciety — which I have communicated to our fociety in the 
^ Borough— > and I am dire£ted to return them the thanks of 
^ lihat fociety, and to aflure them they fliall cordially unite 
^ with them, and all fimilar (bcieties tbrougboU't the kingdom, 
«* m endeavouring to efFe£l thofe great obje6b for which they 
*• are aflbciated — nainely,^ to engage the attefition of their fel- 
^ low citizens to examine the general abufcs of government, 
^* and to exercife their deliberative wlfdom in a calm hut in- 
^- trepid manner in applying thofe remedie^.^' — This is in'April ; 
and in Auguft they expreisly tell you, that there was to be no 
Remedy from Parliament — *' In applying thofe remedies which 
•* the Country at large may ultimately require — ^and they fin- 
•* .cerely agree with you in hoping that die long neglefled 
*' rights of man will be reftored, qot only in this country, but 
<* in every part of the globe where man may dwell. — Wc fliall 
** very foon tranfmit you a copy of our declaration, and hopQ 
^\ fgr your further correfpoiKlence.'^ 

A letter 
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A ktter and refolutions from the Revolution ani Conflkwf 
tional Societies at Norwich, dated a6th of April, 179a; wef© 
read at the meeting of the Society for Conftkutional Iiiforrpa- 
tioa on the 4th of May following : they diftindily flate — ^that 
Mr. Paine's books were to be the medium, through which the 
prejudices that had grown up tinder the Brit ifli Government were 
to be got rid of, and the Conftitutional Society return them theif 
thanks in thefe words — ^' This fociety receives the above coiq- 
" munication v^^ith the moll heartfelt fatisfaftion, ;jnd dclire$ 
** earneftly to concur and co-operate with thofe focietics ii) their 
" laudable objedls ; that the Sccietary do inform them of the 
^* fame, and that this fociety has unanimoufly eledted the 
(^ twelve Members of the Norwich Societies to he ailbciixted 
^* Members of this Society.'* 

Upon the nth of May, 1792, the Conftitutional Society 
refolved, that there ftiould be a communication from that fo- 
piety with the fociety of the Friends of tb^ Conftitution at Paris, 
known by the name of Jacobins : they fend an addrefs to th^m* 
which is in. thefe words—*' Brothers and fellow citizens of the 
^* world^- 

** The cordial and affeftionate reception with which you have 
** lionopred our worthy countrymen, Mr. Thopias Cpoper, 
** and Mr. James Watt, members of the fociety of Manchefter, 
•* and united with our fociety, has been communicated to us 
f* by the correfpondence of thofe gentlemen. 

" In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Revo- 
V lution which your nation has accompliihed, we fpcak a 
" language which only fmcerity can diSate. 

*' Tlie formality of courts affords no example to us : to do 
** our thoughts juflice, we give to the heart the liberty it de- 
" lights in, and hail you as brothers. 

** It is not among the leaft of the revoKitions which time is 
•** unfolding to an aftonifhed world, that two nations, nurfed by 
V foipe wretched craft In reciprocal hatred, fhould fo fuddenly 
f* break theij" common odious chain and rufli into amity. 

" The principle, that can produce fuch ap efi^ft, is the off- 
** fpring of no earthly court ; and whilfl it exhibits to us the 

** cxpenfive 
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" cxpcnfivc iaiquity of former politics, it enables tis with hold 
** felicity to fay we have done with them. 

" In contemplating the political condition of nations, we 
** cannot conceive a more diabolical fyftem of government than 
*' that which has been generally pradlifed over the world, to 
*' feed the avarice, and gratify the wickednefs of ambition ; the 
** fraternity of the human race has been deftroyed, as if the 
** feveral nations of the earth had been <;reated by rival gods — 
*' man has riot confidered man as the work of one Creator. 

" The political inftitutions, under which he has lived, have 
V been counter to whatever religion he profeffed. 

** In&ead of that tmiveifal benevolence, which the morality 
** of every known religion declares, he has been politically bred 
** to confider his fpecies as his natural enemy, and to defcribe 
** virtues and vices by a geographical chart, 

** The principles we now declare are not peculiar to the 
** fociety that addrefles you ; they are extending themfelves with 
** accumulating force through every part of our country,, and 
" derive flrength from an union of caufes, which no other prin- 
*' ciples admit. 

" The religious friend of man, of every denomination, re 
** cords them as his own, they animate the lover of rational 
** liberty, and they cherifli the heart of the poor, now bending 
" under an opprefSon of taxes, by a profpedl of relief. 

** We have againft us only that fame enemy, which is the 
" enemy of juftice in all countries, a herd of courtiers fattear 
" ing on the fpoil of the public. 

*' It would have given an additional triumph to our congra- 
*' tulations, if the equal rights of man, which are the founda- 
** tion of your declaration of rights, had been recognized by the 
" governments around you, and tranquillity eftabliflied in all ; 
*^ hut, if defpotifms be ftill referved to exhibit, by confpiracy' 
•< and combination, a further example of infamy to future 
*< ages, that Power that difpofes of events, befl knows the means 
«* of making that example finally beneficial to his creatures.' 

« Wc 



f i09 J 

•• We have beheld your peaceable principles iniulted bydcf^^ 
" potic ignorance ; we have feen the right hand of fellowfhip» 
*' which you hold out to the world, rejeclcd by thofe who riot 

on its plunder ; we now behold you a nation provoked into 

defence, and iXje can fee no mode . of dffence equal to that ef 
" eflahli/hing the general freedom of Europe. 

** In this bed of caufes we with you fuccefs; our hearts go 
" with you ; and in faying this we believe, we utter the 
** voice of millions." 

Gentlemen, this addrefs was figned by the Chairman of the 
Conft'itutional Society, and tranfmitted to Mr. Watt at Paris ; 
and upon the 28th of May, 1792, was ordered to be publifhed. 

After this, the principles of Mr. Paine, which, yoa. 
obferve, contain the doftrines that I have been ftating to 
you, were carried further in a third book, (I mean in that 
book called Tlie Addrefs to the Addreffers, which I fliall 
alfo be able to gi.ve in evidence to you,) Mr. Paine havlnj 
.tJicre gone the length of aflelrting the folly, abfurdity, and 
wickednefs of the Government, under which we live — 
not only of aflerting the incompetency of government, as it 
is conftituted, to change itfclf, but having afferted that a Con- 
vcntionary Reprefentation of the people^ in that fenfe in which 
we fpeak of it, muft do this work, he proceeds to the extent of 
ftating the plan and form of an organization of that fort, upon 
which the Convention was to be framed. 

Gentlemen,' it was impoiSble not to apply to the juftice of 
the law againft the attack niade upon our Government by the 
perfon who went to the extent I am now ftating, with the ap- 
probation, publifhed over and over again, of thefe focieties, 
who, in their corporate charadler, if I may fo fpeak, could not 
be profecutcd for doing it — it became neceffary to afk a Jury of 
this country, whether thefe dodtripes were to be tolerated— 
what is the confequence of that ? It is, that thefe focieties imme- 
diately enter into fubfcriptions for the fupport of Mr. Paine, and 
they confider themfelves as engaged in propagating his works in 
that way, in which no work ever \yas propagated— to the intent 
to produce that Convention, without v^Jiich the nation, in no or- 
ganization 
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gsmtzation 6t Its g(wjmflieiit, cohM be faid, According to theni, 
to exift in a ftate of freedom as a Nation* 

Gentlemen, you will not be furprifed, if it al(b appears that^ 
ilti going on progreflively to the execution of the mrfduef that 
was intended, they be<tamc rtiore mifchievous ; and you will find 
members parting from the fociety, exprefsly telling them, that 
Aey meant to deftroy the government of the country ; that 
they cannot, therefore, Hay among them ; ind to which members^ 
as far as appears from any information that I have had, they did 
not condefcend to explain theffifelves^-to fay no, you have 
miftaken our objedl — ^this is not what we mean — ^but they 
leave them unanfwered, and go on to execute the purpofcs 
they were about* 

Having come to thofe refolutions in order to fupport Mr. 
Paine iji thefe profecutions, they publifh the refolutions, they 
publifh the books of Mr. Paine, they publifli thefe refolutions ill 
the various newfpapers, (the editors of thefe newfpapers infuring, 
if I may fo fay, themfelves againft the hazards of the law, fome for 
more, fome for lefs, and they riik the hazard of propagating the 
do6lrines, provided the confideration paid is ample enough* as a 
premium for the hfk,) and then theie publications are feat dbwn 
to the country to various places, in hundreds, and thoulands'— 
I am forry to fay, to perfons of all profefltons to dtftributC'*-*! 
am forry to fay, to fome of the moft facred profeffionSy lyhde 
names will appear to you when they come to be read— and this 
mode of propagating thefe dofkrines is adapted to the utter iin- 
poiribility of dctedlion, and for the very purpofe of baying that 
effefl: — to make the law of the country unequal to the mifchief, 
which it was to meet. 

. At this time a proclamation was ifltied by the executive go- 
vernment of the country, in order to reftrain thefe publications, 
and both the focieties, you will find, cloaking themfelves under 
the words " a full and fair reprefefttation of the people,*' which 
words they have never condefcended to explain, which words 
never do exift in any text of any writing of theirs, as I can find, 
with the mention of a King, or other houfe of legiflature— 

they 
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ttiey viJify iJie |>to(?laimation, and they malce Ae very ftienni 
the cxecu tire government took to fupprefs the mifdiief, a rtieans^ 
by which they (houM fprcad tlie efffcft of die mifchirf morft 
widely and diSufely than othferwife they coaM have done. 

Upon the 24th of May, 1792, there is a letter fcnt from 
Mr. Hardy, I believe Hot in his own hand-writing, but I be- 
lieve in the hand-Vvriting of Mr. Vaiighan, whom I beforft 
hartied to you, in which he ftates, that by the dircSion of fhfc 
"London Correfpohding Society, he had the honour of endofmg . 
to thena aOopy of their addrefsand regulations, which he re- 
quefts they will Communicate to the Conftltutiortal Society. 
The thanks of the fociety were gtren to them for this ; mi 
that Is a publication more guarded than another you will &nd 
pubKlhcd upon the 6th of Auguft, 1 792<. 

After Aating their conftitution, which I before mentioned to 
you, it lays — " But, as Providence has furniflied men in every 
** flationi with faculties neceffary for judging of whiU: concerns 
** themfdves, fhall we the multitude fufFer a few, with no 
** b^er right than oudelves, to ufurp the power of ^verning 
** us widiout control ? Surely not : let us rather unite in one 
*^ common caufe to caft away our bondage, being afTured, that 
" in (o doing we are protefibd by a Jury of our couutrymciH 
*' while we are difcharging a duty to ourfelves^ to our country, 
'^ and to tBankind.'* 

Gentlcrtiien, you will find from a paper of the 6th of Auguft, 
that that, which they fuppofed was to meet with protciSaon frorti 
a Jury of Ihe country, was a combination to reform the Govcriv- 
ment of the country by means — other than appiidtteA t6 
parliament— which binds ttigethef, with th« King, as the great 
political body of the country, the whole fyftem^ under which 
we live. 

tjcntlemen, the London Correfpondlng Society, as to the 
King's Proclamation, followed the example of the Conftitutionai 
Society, and on the 31ft of May, 1792, in a paper that will 
be read to you, they vilify the Proclamation; and this paper 
h:wing been communicated by the London Correfpondlng Society 
to the Conftitutionai Society — they, aware of the nature of it, 
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brJer, that that paper fliould be publiflied in fuch newfpapers ai 
win receive the advertifements of this fociety. — They were 
pretty well aware that they were of fuch a nature as made it 
fomewhat hazardous to publifli them. 

You will find a letter dated the 14th of June, 1 792, from certain 
perfons ftyling themfeives the Editors of the Patriot, (who they 
are I am not able to ftate to you,) but who, for the purpofes of 
thefe focieties, thought it neceflary to conceal their names, in 
which they defire the Correfponding Society to take an opportu- 
nity of enlightening, the public mind by publica'tions, by adver-^ 
tifements, by circulating thofe papers in villages to country 
farmers, defiring, as I ftated, to conceal their name, but requeft- 
ing that the papers might be fent to a perfon, who holds an 
important fituation in a fubfequent'part of this bufinefs — a 
Mr. Gale, a bookfeller, at Sheffield. 

Gentlemen, there will be laid before you various parts of the 
proceedings of the Conftitutional Society, which relate to 
Mr. Paine, which I /hall now pafs over, except for the purpofe 
of calling your attention to- another publication of his upon the 
6th of Jone, 1792, and which was addreffed to Mr. Dundas; 
you will likewife find that that book, which will be given you 
in evidence, diftincftly difavows all hereditary government ; all 
Monarchy under whatever qualifications ; and then, for the pur- 
pofe of circulating this dodrine, as [they had before circulated 
the doftrines in other* works of this gentleman, they ordef, 
" that twelve thoufand copies of that letter ihall be printed for 
** the fociety, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to our Cor- 
" refpondents throughout Great Britain, and that a committee 
" beappointed to dire<£t the fame." 

Gentlemen, I pafs on now to the. 6th of Auguft, 1792 ; at 
which time there appears to me to have been an extremely im- 
portant tranfaftion in the London Correfponding Society ; it is 
the propagation of an addrefs of that date, which firft developes, 
as it feems to me, though in fomewhat of covert language, the 
determination of thefe focieties to work what they call a Reform 
without any communication whatever with that Parliament, 
which they held to be incompetent to bring about the bufinefs. . 

Yarn 
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You will find that Upon the 8th of Auguft, Mr. Hardy wrote 
a letter to Mr. Tooke ; that he fent him a proof copy of this 
addrefs ; that he hoped it would merit his attention, and his ap- 
probation ; that he fhould be exceedingly happy to be favoured 
with his opinion of it before it was printed. 

The addrefs, after ftating what they confidered as the 
grievances of the country, ftates this — " fuch being the forlorn 
" fituation of three -fourths of the nation, how are Britons to 
" obtain information and redrefs ? Will the court, will miniftry 
" afford either? Will Parliament grant them ? Will the nobles 
" or the clergy eafe the people's fufferings ? No. Experience 
*' tells us, and proclamations confirm it, that the intereft and 
** the intention of power are combined to keep the nation in 
" torpid ignorance/* 

It then ftates the only refource to be in thefe focieties ; it then 
ftates various detailed reafons, which you will hear, and then 
proceeds to this efFeft. 

" Numerous other reforms would undoubtedly take place, 
** even in the firft feffion of parliament fo elefted, dependant * 
" only on their electors the people ; untorn therefore by faclion, * 
** undivided by party, uncorrupted by miniftry, and uninflu-' 
** enced but by the public good. Every tranfaftion would tend 
** to reform, and a iir'iQ: oeconomy, its natural confequence, • 
" might foon enable us to reduce our taxes ; and by the inte- 
" grity of parliament, that redudlion WQuld light upon fuch ob- 
" jefts as beft might relieve the poor ; this to the people would 
*' prove an advantageous and a novel feffion, and to an honcft , 
** parliament not a tirefome one. 

" Therefore, Britons, friends, and fellow-citizens, with 
" hand and heart unite, claim what is your right, perfevcre 
" and be free, for who ftiall dare withftand our juft demands ! 
" Oppreffion, already trembling at the voice of individuals, ' 
" will fhrink away and difappear for ever, when the nation 
" united fhall affert its privileges and demand their reftoration.'* 

Gentlemen, the addrefs you will find was circulated with in- 
finite induftry to every Correfponding Society in the kingdom, 
conveyed through every poffible channel, the dodtiinc adopted 
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by aH the affiliating focieties ; and the plan,, nt^bich fhe;y vffmi 
upon from this 6th of Auguft, 1792, appears to have been a 
plan to rcdrefs thcmfelves by their own power, s»nd by their owa 
ftrength, and not by application to that Parliament, which 
alone can a£l in legiflation : it feems to me to be impoflible that 
you can miftalce what is meant by this paper j if you will give 
your more particular attention to a paper which was received 
from a fociety at Stockport, upon the 27th of November^ 
1792, and found in the poffeflion of Mr. Hardy : This, after 
adverting to thofe numerous grievances ftated in the addrefs of 
the 6th of Auguft, 1792, is to thisefFeil* 

*^ In obedience to the wiQies of the fociety here, I have the 
*^ pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the 
*^ packet, which the kindnefs of our brothers of the London 
** Correfponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with. 

** It is doubly deferving our thanks, as it {hews your kindnefs, 
•' and as it will be ufeful in the fornution of our infant fociety j 
*< we ftand much in need of your experience in this particular^ 
** and we doubt not of your beft affiftance ; we are furrounded by 
^^ a majority, a (brmidable one indeed in power, abilitieSy and 
** numbers, but we are nol difmayed, 

** We have carefully perufed theaddrcfles, and I am to obferve 
"on their contents in general, that the fentiments hardly 
" arife to that height which we ex^tAfrom menfenftble of their 
^JuU claims to abfolute and uncontrollable liberty y i. e, unaccount^ 
*' able to any power which they have not iirmediately conjlituted and 
" appointed. 

*^ Thefe are our fentiments, whatever may be yours ; though, 
^* in the prefent ftate of political knowledgCj it may be prudent 
** not to avow them openly, we defirfc your fentiments on the 
** means of accomplilhing that objedi:, which we prefume you 
" have in view in common with us j we think it expedient that 
*« we (hould pcrfe<ftly underftand each other in the beginning, 
<^. left the appearance of difunion might furnilb matter of tri- 
'* umph to our enemies ; we otrferve one expreflion," — you will 
take notice that Mx. Hardy at this tim^ was a member both of 
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tte -London Corrcfpdnding and the Conftitutlonal Societies!— 
*« we obfcrve dne expreffion^ which fays, * numerous other re- 
*< forms would take place, &c. 6cq.* but we a(k how is that 
** parliament to be chofen I cm ixji expert itfr^m the prefsnt arder 
*« of things f would not all the evil be done away at once by tht 
** people aJfemhUd in Convention ? does It appear probable that the 
*' odious laws, which we complain of, will be abolifhed any 
" other way ? can the grievances arifing fr ooi ariftocracy be re- 
" dreffcd while the ■ ■' ■ retains its prefent authority in the 

** legiflature,**— whether this blank is to be filled up with Crown 
or the houfe of lords is for you to judge, — " retains its prefent 
** authority irt the legiflature ? is the uriiverfal right of confci- 

** ence ever to be attained while the b maintain their feats 

♦ " on the - — - 

** Your thoughts on thefe important points, we moft earn^ffly 
*' defire may be tranfmitted to us as foon as poffible, not dire£ted 
« as the la{l,'*^^and this you will find often occurs : letters 
fcnt under a feigned dire<9ion ;-— " we fear it will excite fufpi- 
** cion." 

The Stockport Society fay of the addrefs of the 6thof Augufl-, 
1791, fent to them, that they think it hardly amounts to fenti- 
ments fuch as theirs, nathely, that they muft have abfolute and 
bncontrollabie liberty, unaccountable to any power which they 
have not immediately confiituted-^that could not be the King 
and parliament of Great Britain—they fay " we prefume you 
^^ have the fame view in common with us, and we defire to have 
" your fentimerits upon the means of accomplifliing that objcft/' 
]What objedl f The obje<Sl of putting themfelves in a fituation of 
being unaccountable to any power, which they themfelves bad 
not immediately conftituted and appointed— how was that to b« 
done?— was it to be done by Parliament? The addrefs of the 
6th of Auguft had di(avoweJ that it was to be done by parlia* 
ment. Is it to be done, while the other parts of the legifla* 
ture hold their fituation in the legiflature ? We prefume you 
have the fame objefl: : tell us what you think upon this occafion ? 
This was the occafion, upon which the addrefs of the 6th of 
Auguft ought to have been explained, if they meant to diiavow 
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that they had any fuch cbjeft ; but what is the anfwer ? The atti 
fwer in effeSt is : That full and fair reprefentation of the people, 
that we are aiming at, is that which is to be the mediate or im-* 
mediate inftrument of removing all the grievances we labour 
under, though prudence does not permit us to fpeak all we think 
upon the fubje£t. 

"Wit hiqfinite fatisfaflion the London Corrcfponding Society's 
** Committee perufed your letter 5 they are happy to learn your 
" fteady determination, in fpite of all obftacles^ to purfue that 
'< fole means of political felicity, a perfect reprefentation of the 
"people," 

Now, what was the fole means of this political felicity— a 
pcrfeS reprefentation of the people— why the formation of a 
power by the people, making themfclves unaccountable to any 
other power, to any power but that which they had immediately 
themfelves conftituted, namely, an afiembly by a Conventton.of 
the people. Then, why don't they fpeak out? They fay, 
** with regard to our publications our fentiments are expreffed in 
*^ as ftrong terms as prudence will permit, yet plain enough to 
** convince the public, that, while we exped every thing from 
" an honeft and an annual parliament,"— a body might cxift: 
under the term Parliament in a commonwealth, as well as under 
a King — " nothing fhort of fuch a fenate chofcn by the whole 
" nation will fatisfy us. 

" True generofity, the characleriftic of this nation, and of aU 
" unpcrverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 
*' countenance at this junfture the arduous ftruggle of the 
" French nation againft defpotifm and ariftocracy, thofe foes to 
«* the human race, we have refolvcd upon addreffing the French 
*' National Convention." You will permit me to obferve this 
was upon the i ith of Odober, 1 7^2 : the King of France was de* 
pofed in effe£l upon the 10th of Auguft, 1 792. This paflagein the 
tranfaftions of this fociety, appears to me to be peculiarly worthy 
your attention. " Without enterirfg into the probable efFefts of 
" fuch a meafure, efFe£ts, which your fociety will not fail to difco- 
" vcr, we invite you to join us, and to that end, herewith you have a 
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^ copy of our intended addrefs ; if you approve the idea, and will 
^ concur in fending it, be pleafed to return us without delay a copy 
** figned by your prefident ; we will then affociate your body with 
^^ ours, and with fome others, who have already afleiued to the 
" meafure ; ifj on the contrary, you difapprove that mark of 
♦* zeal towards the only nation, that has hitherto undertaken to 
**reftore to mankind its juft rights, plcafe to communicate to us 
" your objedions." This was upon the i ith of Odober, 1792 : 
upon the 6th of October, 1792, Mr. Barlow, (whofe name 
occurs before with refpeft to his publication relative to the Pri- 
vileged Orders,) writes a letter to the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, accompanied with a book, called " Advice to the 
" National Convention of France," and you will be pleafed to 
obferve that Mr. Barlow, accompanied by a Mr. Froft, after- 
wards, in the month of November, were fent with an addrefs 
from the Conftitutional Society to Paris, as their delegates for 
that purpofe. The letter of Mr. Barlow is in thefe words. 

" I have lately publiflied a fmall treatifa. under the title of ^ A 
** Letter to the National Convention of France, on the defeds 
•^ of the conftitution of 179 1, and the extent of the amendments 
"which ought to be applied:' although the obfervatipns con- 
** tained in this letter are more particularly applicable to the 
" French nation in the prefent crifis of its government, yet, as 
" the true principles of fociety are every where the fame, their 
" examination cannot be unfeafonable in any nation, or at any 
" time ; believing therefore, that the fubjedl of this treatife will 
** not be thought foreign to the great objeft of your affociation, 
" I prefent a copy of it to you with the fame confidence, as 
" I have done to the National Convention, and to the Confti- 
" tutional Society at London, a confidence arifing from the full 
" perfuafion that the work is founded in truth and reafon. I 
** take the liberty at the fame time to fend you a copy of another 
** publication, entitled ^ Advice to Privileged Orders.' The 
♦* prefent difpofition in Europe towards a general revolution in the 
" principles of government is founded in the current of opinion, 
*f too powerful to be refifted, as well as too facred to be treated 
*• with negleft ; and it is the duty ©f every individual to affift not 
" only in removing the obftrudions that are found in the way 
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* of this revolution ; but in afccrlaining, with asihuch precifioil 
** as poflible, the nature of the object to be aimed at, and the 
•* confequence to be expeSed from the attainment, it is above 
** all things to be defired that the cpnvi£iions to be acquirect 
** from national difcuffion^ Ihould precede and preclude thofe 
•• which muft refult from phyCcal exertion.*^ 

Now, you will give me leave to ftate to you what the doc- 
trine i$ in this book, for which the Society for ConftitutionaF 
Information, Mr. Hardy then a member of it, thanked Mr,' 
?arlow, make him an honorary member, and afterwards depute/ 
him to the National Convention of France. 

Gentlemen, the doflrine, I can explain it to you. generally* 
without troubling you by reading particular pafTages, amounts 
to this : Mn Barlow, after ftating the principles of equal aftive 
citizcnfliip, which found their way into the conftitution of 
France in 1791, and which conftitution had made the King ^ 
part of the fyftem of that government, informs fhem of the 
glorious viSory of the loth of Auguft, as the papers, which I 
have to adduce prefently, reprefent it ; that it had accompliflicd 
finally the effeft of thofe principles, which he underftands to be 
the principles of thofe to whom be was writing ; that it is im- 
poflible they fliould confift with this fentiment, Jj?^^r a King could 
be retained in a government ; that the conftitution was at vari-^ 
ance with itfelf; that thofe who made it had not difcovered 
that, or, having difcovered it, they thought the tim.e was no^ 
yet come, when they could reduce the conftitution to that pure, 
government which was the objeft of thefe focieties ; he thci^ 
tells you that in government, the maxim being that a King can ^ 
no wrongs the maxim ought to he that he can do no good* 

This gentleman, fo ftating his do<^rine as an explanation of 
^he principles upon which they are au^ing, is voted by them an 
honorary member, and afterwards (ent to Paris with the papers^ 
H^hich I am about to read to you ; a great deal of evidence will 
be ]aid before you to prove that they bad beat up all the country 
for letters and addreftes to exprefs the fame principles K> France, 
not on account of the caufe of France, but of the caufe of Eng-* 
fend) and with a view to introduce the fame efFeds into 
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*lEngland, I fcall ftate but two of thefe addrefles, Secaufe they 
fcem to contain the effieft of ^1 the reft that were a<ftually 
fent. 

The London Correfponding Society firft of all communicated 
10 the Conftitutional Society, in the month of OtSobcr, 17921 
their intention of fending an addrefe to France : the Confticu- 
tional Society fully approve the purpofe : they fee the end that 
ft aims at, and they determine not to concur in the (ame addrefs, 
but to feijd a feparate addrefs ; and in their paper you may fee the . 
principles of both to be principles, which were expreffed for the 
very purpofe of aiding the co-operation of the focieties in ex- 
cluding the King ^om the government of the country, and ojF 
raifing a republic. This is the letter. 

*^ Frenchmen, While foreign robbers are ravaging your 
^* territories under the fpecious pretext of juftice, cruelty and 
*' defolation leading on their van, perfidy with treachery bringing 
*^ up their rear, yet mercy and friendfliip impudently held forth 
'^^ to the world as the fole motives of their incurfions. The op- 
*^ prefTed part of mankind" — that is Great Britain — " forgetting 
"*' for a while their own fufFerings, feel only for yours, and with 
^^ an anxious eye watch the event, fervently fupplicating the 
*' Almighty Ruler of the Uitiverfe |:o be favourable to your 
^'^ cauTe, fo Intimately blended with their own"r— that caufe 
which .upon the loth of Auguft had excluded the King from 
the government of the cbuutry— r*' frowned Upon by an op- 
^ preffive fyftem of controul, whofe gradual but continued en- 
"^^ crdachments have deprived this nation of nearly all its boafted 
*^ liberty, and brought us almt)ft to that abjeft ftate of flavery^ 
" from which you have fo emerged 5 five thouf^nd Britifli citi- 
•* zens indignant manfully ftep forth to rcfcue their country froni 
^* the opprobium brought upon it by the fupine condufl: of 
*^ thofe in power ; they conceive it to h^ the duty of Britons t(x 
♦' countenance and affift, to the utmoft of their power, th'e 
*' cbanipions of human happinefs, and to fwear to a nation, pro- 
** ceeding on the*p]ati you have adopted, an inviolable friendlhip. 
♦* Sacred from this day be that friendfhip between us, arid may 
" vengeance, to the uttermoft, overtake the man who. hereafter 
^' Piall attempt to caufe a rupjure. 
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' '^ Though we appear fo few at prefent, be aflurcd, Frcnch- 
*^ men, that our number increafes daily : it is true, that the 
** ftern uplifted arm of authority at prefent keeps back the timid ; 
'' that bufily circulated impoftures hourly miflead the credulous ; 
*' and that court intimacy with avowed French traitors has fome 
*' efFecl on the unwary and on the ambitious ; but with certainty 
*' we can inform you, friends and freemen, that information 
*' makes a rapid progrefs among us 5 curiofity has taken poflef- 
'' fion of the public mind ; the conjoint reign of ignorance 
?' and defpotifm paffes away ; men now alk each other what is 
*' freedom, what are our rights ? Frenchmen, you are already 
*' free, and Britons are preparing to become fo 5 catting far from 
" us the criminal prejudices artfully inculcated by evil minded 
*' men and wily courtiers, we, inftead of natural enemies, at 
" length aifcover in Frenchmen our fellow-citizens of the world, 
" and our brethren by the fame heavenly Father, who created us 
** for the purpofe of loving and mutually affifting each other, 
" but not to hate, and to be ever ready to cut each others throats 
*' at the* command of weak and ambitious Kings, and corrupt 
^'minifters ; feeking our real enemies, we find them in our bo- 
" foms, we feel ourfelves inwardly torp by and ever the vi6lim 
** of a reftlefs and all confuming ariftocracy, hitherto the banc 
** of every nation under the fun : wifely have you afted in ex- 
" pelling it from France, 

*' Warm as, our wi flies are for your fuccefs, eager as we are 
*' to behold freedom triumphant, and man every where reftored to 
*' the enjoyment of his jufl rights, a fenfe of our duty, as orderly 
*' citizens, forbids our flying in arms to your aiSttance : our 
« government has pledged the national faith to remain neutral 
*' in a flruggle of liberty againft defpotifm.. Britons remain 
*' neutral! O fhame! but we have trufted our King with 
}^ difcretionary p6wersj we therefore muft obey: our hands arc 
•** bound, but our hearts are free, and they are with you. 

" Let German defpots aft as they pleafe, we fhall rejoice at 
"their fall j compaifionating however their 'enflaved fubjetSts, 
** we hope this tyranny of their matters will prove the means of 
*< re-inftating in the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties 
•' millions of our fellow-creatures. 
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*' With unconcern therefore we view the Eledor of Hanover" 
•:— that is the King of Great Britain-—*' join his troops to traitors 
^ and robbers ; but the King of Great Britain will do well to 
" remember, that this country is not Hanover. Should he for- 
** get this diftin£lion, we will not, 

^ *' While y®u enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided de- 
** fenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea the numerous 
" bleffings mankind will enjoy ; if you fucceed, as we ardently 
" wifli, the triple alliance (not of crowns^ but) of the people of 
" Jmerica^ France^ and Britain^ will give freedom to Europe, 
*' and peace to the whole world. Dear friends, you combat for 
*' the advantage of the human race ; how well purchafed will be, 
** though at the expence of much bloody the glorious unprecc- 
** dented privilege of faying mankind is free : tyrants and tyran- 
^* ny are no more : peace reigns on the earth ; and this is the 
f* work of Frenchmen." 

Gentlemen, this addrefs, which was fent by that fociety, 
.was followed by another from the Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation upon the 9th of November, 1792, which feems liko- 
wife to ftate their principles. 

. " Servants of a fovereign people, and benefaflors of man- 
« kind, 

** We rejoice that your revolution has arrived at that point of 
^ perfedlion which will permit us to addrefs you hy this title'*— 
Servants of a fovereign people, that is not the chara3er of a 
Briti(b government ; this is the principle of the Southwark re^ 
folutions*— ^' it is the only one which can accord with the charac« 
.*' ter of true legiflators. Every fucceflive epoch in your affairs 
"has added fomething to the triumphs of liberty, znAthcgU^ 
** rious viSiory of the loth of Auguji has finally prepared the way 
"for a confti^ution which, we truft, you will eftablifli on the 
« bafis of reafon and nature." Mr. Barlow had in cffe<9: faid, 
(and they had made him an honorary member, and had trani^ 
mitted their addrefs by his hands) that no conftitution could re- 
form upon the bafis of reafon and nature, that left a King in the 
government, however the government was modified. 

They 
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They proceed thus in their addreft-»-" Confidcriiig the ma(s 
** of delufion, accumulated on mankind to oblcure their under- 
^ ftandings, you canftot be Jiftoniflied at the eppofition you 
«* have met both from t3rrants and from flaves i the inftrument 
« ufed againft you by each of thefe clafles is the fame, for, in 
^ the genealogy <tf human miferies, ignorance is at once the pa- 
•* rent of opprelHon and the child of fubmiffion. 

^ " The events of every day are proving, that your caufe is 
" cheriQied by the people in all your continental vicinity 5 that 
^ a majority of each of thofe nations arc your real friends, whofe 
" governments have tutored them into apparent foes j and that 
*^ they only wait to be delivered by your arms from the dreaded 
** neceflity of fighting againft them, 

« The condition of Engliflimcn is Ws to be deplored j htt6 
** the hand of oppreffion has not yet ventured completdy to ra- 
" vifla the pen from its, nor openly to point the fwofd at jrou/* 
- They then go oh to fey :■— « Fr*om bofoms burning with ar- 
•* dour in your caufe, we tender you our vwlrrfieft wifhes for the 
" full extent of its progrefs and fuCcefs ; it is indeed a facred 
** caufe, we cherifh it as the pledge of your happinefs, oor na* 
*' tural and neareft friends, and we rely upon it as the bond olf 
^^ fraternal union to the hurtiari raccj in ^icb union Our own 
*' nation will furely be One of the firft to concur. ' 

** Our govemrt^nt has ftill the power and perh^ips the incH- 
*« nation to employ hirdings to contradJft Us 5 but it is our red 
•« €>pi'nidn, that we now fpeak the fentiments of a gfcat n^ority 
«« of the £ngli& nation ; the people hei* are wearied wkh Jm- 
^ pofture, artd worn out with war ; they have learrted to T^^eSt 
*« that both the one and the other arc the offspring of unnatHffl 
** combinations in fociety, as relative to fyftems of governmirit, 
** not the refult of the natural temper of nations as relative fo 
«* each, others happinefs. 

" Go on, legiflators, in the work of human happinefs, the 
*« benefit will in part be ours, but the glory (hall be all your 
** own; it is the reward of your perfeverance, it is the prize ef 
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^virtue, the fpafks of liberty prcfervcd in England for agcfs, 
^' like the oorrufcations of the northern Aurora, ferving but to 
^ flicw the darknefs vifiUe in the reft of Europe. The luftre of 
^' the American republic^ like an efFuigent morning, aiofe with 
** encreafing vigour, but Aill too diftant to enlighten our hemip 
^'phcre, till the fplendour of the French revolution burft forth 
" upon the nations in the full fervour' of a meridian fun, and dif- 
^' played" — attend to the words — ^ in the midft of the European 
" world the pradkral refult of principles, which philofophy had 
f^ foaght in the fliade of fpeculationi and which CKperieuce mud 
^^ every where confirm,"-— the principles of Mr. Paine, who went 
over to form one in that Convention, the exiftence of which 
Slews the pra^KcaJ refult of thofe principles, which philofophy 
had fought, and vrtiich experience was to confirm—" it difpels 
*' the clouds of prejudice from all people, reveals the fecrets of 
^ all defpotifm, and creates a new character in man. 

'' In this career of improvement your example will be {009 
f^ followed, for nations, rifing from their lethargy, will reclaigj 
" the rights of man with a voice which man cannot refift." ^ 

Gentlemen, it will not be matter of furpr ife to you that letters^ 
fuch as thefe to the National Convention in France, (hould hav» 
produced opinions in that country refpe£^ing the attachment of in* 
dividuals in this to their government. It is not therefore very ex- 
traordinary that, upon the 19th of November 1792, that famous 
decree paffed of fraternization with all fubjedls in all countries, 
who chofe to refift the governments under which they live ; but 
I think you will be furprifcd that any man could /-eceive in this 
country, and read with approbation, and enter upon their pro- 
ceedings the anfwers, which thefe addrefles brought from France, 
and which were read in the prefcnce of the pi ifoner at the bar^ 
without being aftonifhed that they did not at leafl: take fome 
means to reje£t from them the imputation that they meant, in 
their own country, all that thefe anfwers fuppofe they mean, and 
all that thefe anfwers promife to affift them in accomplifliing. 

You will find, upon the 14th of December 1792, that a lettep 
frooi the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, fitting 
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at Laon, the head of the (fcpartmcnt of the Aifne, to the patriotic 
fociety of London called the Society for Gonftitutional Informa^ 
tion, is read, and referred to their Committee of Correfpondence : 
it is in thefe words : " The Society of the Friends of Liberty 
^ and Equality fitting at Laon, the* head of the department of the 
^ Aifne, to the Patriotic Society of London called the Society 
« for Gonftitutional Information.— Generous Republicans, the 
^' philanthropic gift that you have prefented to the warriors of 
*^ France" — they had fent fome (hoes, and were at that time 
thinking of giving them fome arms—" announces with energy 
^^ the great intereft that you take in the facred caufe which 
** they are defending. Accept the thanks of a Society, that does 
** honour to itfelf in efteeming you. The time perhaps is not 
" far diftant, when the foldiers of our liberty (hall be able to 
" tcftify their gratitude to you : then their arms, their blood 
" itfelf, (hall be at the fervice of all your fellow-citizens, who, like 
** you, acknowledge no rights but the rights of man i then 
" France and England fliall form together a treaty of union as 
" lafting as the courfe of the Seine and the Thames ; then therq, 
" as here, there fliall exift no other reign but that of liberty, 
** equality, and friendfliip* May this day of felicity and glory 
•* foon fhine upon the horizon of two nations formed to admire 
<< each other." 

Gentlemen, they then enter upon the minutes of the Society 
another letter from another fraternizing Society, whether otic of 
thofe Societies which they fpeak of in the beginning of 1792, as 
affiliating Societies in France, or not, I do not know j whether 
they had been affifting to reduce their principles into pradice I 
do not know 5 but it is clear that the affiliating Society in France 
offered them their affiftance for that purpofe. Accordingly, you 
will find that the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality 
cftabliflied at Macon write to the Conftitntional Society at Lon- 
don, adverting to what they had faid in their addrefs to the na- 
tion about the glorious viilory of the loth of Auguft 1792, the 
circumftances of which ftiall be defcribed to you in evidence, be- 
caufe you will find that fome of the perfons who are charged in 

this 
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Ais indi£lmf nt (indl whofc conduft in this confpiracy will upoa 
the cicareft principles of law afFcft all of them) were then prefent 
in Paris. They write thus — " Yes, citizens, our brethren, and 
friends, the lOth of Auguft 1792 (hall be diftinguiflied"— what, 
in the annals of France ? — " diftinguiflied in the annals of thq 
" worlds as the day of the triumph of liberty. Our firft revolution** 
— (Mr. Joel Barlow or Mr. Paine, one fhould have thought, had 
wrote it)—" our firft revolution did but fliew to us the falutary 
" principles of the imprefcriptible rights of man: all, except the 
" faithlefs and the enemies of humanity, adopted them with en- 
•* thufiafm. It was then that we formed ourfelves into a Society, 
" in order the better to imprefs them upon ourfelves, and after- 
•* wards to teach them to our fellow-citizens. 

" Our firft conftitution had confecrated them, but had not al- 
^^ ways taken them for its bafe : the dominion of the paflions, the 
** force of habit, the impreiSon of prejudices, and the power of 
" the intrigues employed in our Conftituent Aflembly, found the 
*' fecret to prcferve fufficient authority to our tyrants, to extin- 
" guifli at fome time the facred rights of nature, and to re-eftablilh 
** defpotifm on its throne of iron, 

" But royalty, thus preferved, was not content with the vi<2ory 
^ fecured to it by a fet of men, the greateft part of whom it had 
" corrupted. It was impatient to reap the fruits that it appeared 
" to promife itfelf j but its too great eagernefs has haftened its 
" ruin, and fecured the triumph of reafon. 

" The French, proud of their own exiftence, foon perceived 
" the fruit of their firft legiflature ; became fenfible of the imper- 
*' feftion of their firft laws, faw that they made a furrender of 
" the rights of liberty and equality, which they had embraced ; 
" they roufed themfelves anew to* demand at length laws impar- 
^^ tial and humane. 

** From thence the neceflary day of the loth of Auguft 1792, 
" from thence a fecond revolution, but a revolution which is only 
*' the completion of the firft, which has received our vows, and 
" our oaths, and which we will blefs for ever, if it leads us, as 

" wc 
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*^ we hdpe it wiH, to the happinefs of the natbn^^ to the conft^at 
^ maintenance of liberty aad equality* 

" Let intriguers, fools, and tyrants, calumniate us ; we defplfe 
*• them too much to condcfcend to anfwer them, arid feck for 
** their efteem. 

" That which flatters lis is the intereli that you take in our 
** labours : your attention has contributed to the fuccefs of our 
*' apms. We defire your efteem, we are proud of your appro- 
« bation. 

" We fmile at the expreffion of the fentiments that you ma- 
** nifefted to our reprefentatives. We behold a nation of bre- 
" thren roufe itfelf to fupport the caufe of humanity ; we behold 
*' the brave EnglKh adopt our principles, become our friends : 
" we fay to each other with pleafare, foon will they become our 
** allies, and, uniting our efforts, we (hall go on to deliver the 
** univerfe from the yoke of tyrants, to reftore the nations to rea- 
•* fon and nature. That day is not far dlftant, if we may rely ort 
** our own courage, and the hope of your alliance. In the mean 
^ time, receive our thanks, and correfpond with brethren who 
" fet a high value upon your efteem/' 

Gentlemen, on the 17th of December 1792, the Popular artd 
Republican Society of another department at the mouth of the 
Khone, wrote them this letter : " The Popular and Republican 
** Society of Apt, department of the mouths of the Rhone, to the 
•• Popular Society fitting at London, live free or die. Citizens^ 
•' brethren, and friends, when two great nations^ acquainted with 
** their rights, approximated by their commercial conne6lion« 
*' and their national fituation, formed to live and to z6k in 
" concert with each other, begin to form the glorious projeil <rf 
^^ uniting themfclves for the regeneration of the human race, one 
" may then fay with reafon that Kings are rip^ and re^dy to faih 
** How glorious it will be for France and England to have formed 
** alone a confederacy deftrudlive of tyrants, and to have pur* 
** chafed at the price of their blood the liberty of Europe; wc 
** may fay more, of the whole univerfe. Courage, brethren and 
«' friends ! It is for you to follow in the glorious and hazardous 

*^ career 
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^5 cara«r of the revolution of the world J ctn yon ariy Idngei* 
** groan under the yoke of a government that has nothing of 
^^ liberty but the name ? for, although your land was inhabited 
** bicfore ours by freemen, can you, without delufion, confidef 
** your government as fuch ? will you content yourfelvcs with a 
" partial freedom ? will the Englifh be fatisfied with principles i 
** will that bold nation, that has produced phi]ofophers*the moft 
*' profound, and that firft of all perceived the fparkling rays of 
** freedom, remain a fpeftatrix in fo noble a caufe? No, brethren 
*' and friends, no, you will foon lift yourfelvcs up againft that per- 
*' fidious Court of St. James's, whofe infernal policy, like that 
** which found its doom in the Thuilleries, has made fo many 
" viSims in our two nations, and does difunite them perpetually 
*' to rule over them* Your love for liberty has fixed your atten- 
" tion upon the wants of our defenders ; your generofity towards 
*' them has a title to the acknowledgment of the republic ; we 
^ are impatient to furnifh you the fame advantages : the Popular 
** Societies of France defire ardently the epoch that fliall permit 
*' them toaddrefs their voice to the National Aflembly of Great 
** Britain, and to offer to the foldiers of liberty of your nation 
** arms, bayonets, and pikes.*' 

This is the private correfpondence between the Societies and 
the Society for Conftitutional Information ; but fome of the per- 
fons named in this indiftment were prcfent at the fccnes I am 
now going to ftate, at the bar of the National Convention in 
Prance ; others of them delivering thefe fentiments by their am- 
baffador Mr. Barlow, whofe principles you have fcen, and Mr. 
Froft, of whom I muft ftate it, becaufe I Ihall prove it, that he 
has been convi<!%ed in this country of coming from that country 
with the do<9:rinc of No King : they offer thefe addreffes to the 
National Convention of Fraacc in terms, the fubftance of which 
I will ftate to you, as far as I undcrftand it to be, and I believe 
it is an accurate tranflation. 

" Mr. Barkw and Mr. Froft, Engliflj Citizens, betng ad- 
*^ mitted to. the bar, one of them pronounced the following ad- 
".drefs.'*— Gentlemen, the a(5lual fact of his pronouncing it will 
be given in evidence : the date is the 28th of November 1792, 
nine days after the decree of the National Convention, which 

had 
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liad promifed fraternal affiftance to the fubjcAs of any country,' 
that found thcmfclves opprcffcd by any of their cafts and privi- 
leged orders. 

** Citizens of France, we are deputed from the Society for 
** Conftitutional Information in London, to prefcnt to you their 
** Congratulations on the triumphs of liberty. This Soticty had 
*' laboured long in the caufe with little profpeft of fuccefs pre- 
** vious to the commencement of your revolution; conceive, 
'' then their exultations and gratitude when, by the aftonifting 
*^ efForts of your nation, they beheld the reign of reafon acquir- 
" ing an extcnfion and foKdity which promifed to reward the 
" labour of all good men, by fecuring the happinefs of their 
" fellow-creatures. Innumerable Societies of a fimilar nature 
*' are now forming in every part of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
** land : they excite a fpirit of univerfal inquiry into the compli- 
" cated abufes of government, and the fimple means of a reform. 
" After the example which France has given, the fciencc cf re- 
*' Tolutions will be rendered eafy, and the progrefs of reafon will 
** be rapid. It would not be ftrange if, in a period far (hort of. 
*' what we fliould venture to predidi, addrefles of felicitation 
*' ftould crofs the feas to a National Convention in England* 
^ We are alfo commiflioned to inform the Convention, that the 
** Society which we reprefcnt has fent to the foldiers of liberty a 
*' patriotic donation of a thoufand pair of flioes, which are by this 
" time arrived at Calais ; and the Society will continue fending a 
" thoufand pair a week for at leaft fix weeks to come j we only 
« wifti to know to whofe care they ought to be addreflid.'* 

Why, Gentlemen, am I to be told then that, in the month of' 
November 1792, thofe who, in Auguit 1792, had faid they could 
apply with no efFefl: to parliament, had no idea of fuch a National ' 
Convention in England, as that National Convention in France 
which they were addreiSng, and from which they were ^xpc&mg 
to receive addrefles ? am I to be told that they had no idea of 
fuch a Convention, as (hould overturn the Conftitution of this ' 
country ? it is ifnpoffible to put fuch a conftruftion upon fuch 
proceedings. 

Gentlemen, * 
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. Gentlemen, you will likewifc find that the Prefident of thd 
Convention thought it neceflary to give an anfwer to this ad- 
drefs, I will ftate the fubftancc of it: it will be read in evi- 
dence ^ therefore I fliall not take up time in looking for it. The 
Prefident, confidering them as generous Republicans, (and well he ■ 
might after what had paffed) he makes an addrefs to theqi, ex- 
preHing much the fame fentiments as thofe in which they had 
addreffed him, and then he concludes by faying — " without doubt: 
" the time approaches when we (hall foon fend congratulations to. 
" the National Convention of England.'* 

Gentlemen, you will likewife find that the London Corre- 
fponding Society, and the Conftitutional Society, endeavoured to. 
excite perfons in all parts of this kingdom to fend thefe addrefles ;■ 
that, in point of fadt, there arc various other addreffes fent, of 
fimilar import, at the inftigation of thefe Societies, and the intent 
of them, I think, cannot poflibly be mifunderftood ; but take the^ 
intent of them to be what you will, let my learned Friend tell 
you, as he will, that there as yet was no war between Grca^ 
Britain and France, you will allow me to fay that there is evidence? 
of adiftinft intent that there fhould be a National Convention ii\ 
England, and that the French foldiers of liberty (hould afSft whajt, 
they would call the foldiers of our liberty, whether there fhoulc^ 
be a war between Great Britain and France or not ; and you will, 
allow me to fay that, in that very month of November i/Qij a^ 
paflage occurs, in which France does in effeft declare war againft 
all nations that did not adopt her principles, and allow the people 
to put them into execution. 

In a confpiracy, as widely extended as this is, I {hall undoubt- 
edly infift, before you and the court, that the afis of individuals, 
and particularly the a<fts of perfons fent to prefent addreffes to a 
foreign country, that what they do in reference to thefe afts \i 
evidence againft all of them, and likewife that letters, which 
the perfons write relative to the feme addreffes, are evidehcd 
againft each of them, whether written by the particular indf- 
vidual or po, as. being in the-^rofecution of the fame purpofe. 
Upon the 20th of September, 1792, Mr, Froft, who was then 
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jft Paris, ftatcs iis notions in a letter to Mr. Toofec, of Aef 
real cffeft of this tranfaSion of the loth of Auguft, 1792, about 
vhidi time Mr. Paine n>ade h?s firft appearance in the National 
Conventtoft— ^ Wjtboxit the affair of the 10th of Auguft^ liberty 
** was over— We dine to-day with Petion— Paine has entered 
** bis name on the roll of parliament, and went through the 
** fortfts of othct with 2 great deal of non-cbalance — ^We are 
^ well lodged, and befide our bed-rooms, have an entertaining 
*^ room for Members to be (hewn into, and feveral have called 
*' upon us this morning." 

Then you will find, that there, being a proje£l to fend (hoes 
to the foldiers of France, and arms and mufkets, with refpeft 
to which projeft the prifohcr was a contributor — for the purpofe 
of having this prefent from Englarid to France properly diftri- 
kuted in France, the following letter is writen to the Mayor of 
Paris: 

•* Sir, you are rn no want <A frieiids in England, who ardent- 

* ly wi(h to be ufeful to French liberty ; but we wi(h to 
^ know fome one of your frienda who refides in London, ia 
^ whom you have an entire confidence, and to whom we may 
•* give our money, in the aflurance that tt will be remitted to 

* you without delay and without fraud. Mr. Fro(l, to whom I 
** entruft this letter, is going to fet out immediately with Mr. 
*• Paine for Paris, and allows me no time for ceremony, if it 
^ were neceflary. I requeft you to fend me the name of fome 
•* Frenchman in London, mei'cbant, or other, for the purpofe 
•* above mentioned. We can now begin the pubKc contribu- 
•<-tlorf towards ooir patriotic gift with a thoufand pounds fter- 
« ling, and I have no doubt bat it will amount in time to feveral' 
^ thoofands } if yoii confider this ftep in the fame point of view 
^ that we do, you will fee in it much ufe to the common eauft 
<' in England and France. I intreat you to give me your (enti« 
«< ments upon the fubjeft,. and to poitit out to me the means by 
<* wht?cb I ^ay be vfeful to you/^ 

This is anfwered upon th^ firft of Oflfober by Petioti, thus— * 
•^ You cannot} Sit, doubt of my cagemefs to fecond views fo 
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^^ ufeful, which will for ever merit our gratitude, will civet the 
'^' links pf fraternity between us, wai muft produce the greatest 
•M a^v^antiges t$ England ^nd Frojut. I ihall huve the honour, 
^^ Sir^ of fending you, without delay, the liaiiie of the pefTon in 
^^ whofe hands you qiay place the funds which you deftine lb 
^ the ftf pport of a cauiR^ wbich^ i^'trutb, is thai df gU people 
^ who cherifh liberty.'* 

Gentiemenj it miy be in the recollcaiori of perhaps thoft whp 
row hear me, that circumllances of this fort, which were fup- 
pofed to be in exiltence, but which; in faft, were not capable of 
being piroved to be in eXiftetlcc, had excited in this country con- 

iiderable silarm in the minds of many pcrfons who live in it— 
This alarm, it feems to h^ve been thought neceflary, both in the 
Conftitutional Society, arid alfo in the London Correfponding 
Society, in fome degree to lay afleep, as far as it affe£led them; 
they thought it neceflary^ therefore, to give fome declaration^ 
as they call it^ of their principles; and I will ftate to you (hortly 
Vj^hat that was — but the explanation, Which the 'London Gor- 
refpbriding Society gavcj was thought fo little fafe, though it 
was given for the purpofc of laying afleep alarms, that k Will be 
diftinftly prbved tb you — that being written^ as I am inftru&ed 
to ftate to ybU (and I do it becaufe I am inftruibed^ and it is 
ttiy duty) being written by Mr. Vaugban^ it was agreed to be 
ftuck up round the town at midnight-^that accordingly a per-* 
fon, of the nanie of Garterj abill-fticker^ was employed for 
that purpofej that fome miftake happened between him and his 
employers j that having made that miftake, he was not thought 

• & proper perfon to be employed iri confiderable biifinefs in the 
Society afterwards : This perfori was taken lip in the adl ot 
fticking the Bills round this town, which contains this addrefe-^ 
he was profecuted-^he was comrided'-^nd Jay CtK months in -a 
gaol in corrfequence of that conviftion, and this was the fate 
that attended the i/Tuing into the world an addrefs, which was to 
appear not originally by daylight, but by midnight. 

With refpcfi to the addrefs of the Conftitutional Society, I 
think I ftiall not be thought to make an unfair .obfervation upoa 
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it'wfhcn I fay this — that if I had not read to yOu what I have 
already read, you would have found it impoilibie to fay what ft 

.was, upon reading that paper, that they meant to fay, who pub^ 
lifhed it ; but after what I have read to you, I think you can 

^have no difficulty to determine that the paper they publifbed, 

'^nd the pap^ of the Correfponding Society, were by no means 
fuch as were calculated in any manner to difavow thofe priit^ 
ciples, which. I think I have fheWn you fatisfa6torily, from 
March, 1792, were the principles they aded upon and adopted. 

Gentlemen, the addrefs of the London Correfponding Society 
is in thefe words : — " Friends and fellow countrymen, unlefs 

. " we arc greatly deceived, the time is approaching when the 
" obje£k for which we flruggle is likely to come within our 

. " reach i that a nation, like Britons, fliould be free, it is rc- 
'* quilite only that Britons fhould will it to become fo"— that 
is a paflage borrowed from Mr. Paine — " that ,fuch fliould bie 

." their, will-r-the abufes of our original conftitution, and the 
" alarms of our ariftocratic enemies, fufficiently witnefs : Coa- 
*' lident in the purity of our motives, ^nd in the jufticc of oqr 

. '* caufe, let us meet falfehood with proofs, and hypocrify with 
" plainnefs ; let us perfevere in declaring our principles, and 
*' mifreprefentation will meet its due reward — contempt. 

J " In this view the artifices of a late ariftocratic aflbciation, 

^ '' formed on the 20th inftant, call for a few remarks on ac- 

. " count of. the declarations they have publiflied, relative to 

J "other clubs and focieties formed in this nation ; it is true that 

."this meeting of gentlemen" — (for fo they ftile themfelves) 

. '' ha,ve mentioned no names, inftanced no fafls, quoted no au- 

' « thorities'f— it was a littje difficult to do it, unlefs they had 

.the means of (eeing all the correfpondences at home and 

^abroadi — " b>it they take upon themfelves to affert that bodies of 

.*' their countrymen have been aflbcia ted, profeffing opinions 

*' favourable to the rights of man, to liberty and equality"*r- 

mark thefe expreffions — " and moreover that thefe opinions 

*' are conveyed in the term, no King, no Parliament,** 

Gentlemen, what I have been endeavouring to ftate to you 
' is'thfsi that it* is neceflarily to be inferred from their principles 
^* ..*•-• that 
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that tbty did mean to aflert, when they were ripcfor it, n^ Ki»gi 
no Parliament : it is not my imputation — I do not know whofe- 
k was, to which this alludes, that they did exprefs their opinioa 
in the language^ m King,, no Parliament ; but I by that they- 
exprefled their opinions in language, which, when accurately 
looked at, as forcibly import the ideas, as if they had. ufed the 
words ;70 King^ no Parliament — "if this be intended to includp 
*.' the focieties to which we refpe£lively belong, we here, in th$ 
** moft folemn manner, deny the latter part of the charge"—* 
What is the latter part of the charge ? that they, do not mean 
to have a King or Parliament? No — but that the opinions, are 
conveyed in the terms ^ no Kingj no Parliament — " whoever 
" /ball attribute to us the exprelTions of no King, no Parliament^ 
** or any defign of invading the property of other men, is guilty 
" of a wilful, an impudent, and a malicious falfehood"-— and 
then this paper ftating a great deal more which, in juftice to 
the paper itfelf, fhall be read to you, concludes thus-^^^ Let 
" us wait and watch the enfuing feffion of Parliament, from, 
" whom we have much to hope and little to fear. The Houfe; 
" of Commons may have been the fource of our calamity, it 
^^ may prove that of our deliverance ; (hould it not, we truft w« 
" fhall not prove unworthy of our forefathers, whofe exertions^ 
*^ in the caufe of mankind fo well deferve our imitation/' 

. Now, Gentlemen, I aflc, after concluding this letter, what' 
liiis means — " if Parliament fcould not doit."'— If we are ready 
to admit that Parliament is formed upon principles that make 
it competent to do the thing, if it pleafe to do it, it is ^11 well ; 
but if it won't — then we will not prove unworthy our forefathers^^ 
whofe exertions in the caufe of mankind fo well deferve our 
ijaaitation — and referring you back to the correfpondence be- 
tween the Norwich and the London Correfponding Society, tQ> 
the declaration of the 6th of Auguft, 1792, which faid they, 
had nothing to look for from Parliament — to the correfpondence 
Vith the National Convention of France — to the conduit, > 
which, in the prefence of their delegates, was permitted— aijd. 
n^ver repudiated by any aft of the London Correfponding Society, 
af^d referring you, moreover, to the fubfequent evideri^e^ which. 3 
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I liave t6 difer to joq, I think yoa will find that the ferrrimeist^ 
^hich li exprefied by the author of this paper, upon the %gth ef 
November, 1791, was a fentiment which, if Mlawed up by 
thoTe who continue to hold it, meant that^ if Parliament did iiot 
ffive them redrefe, they wpald have it by Aeir own force. 

With refpeA to the Coriftitutional Society, all it thinks pro- 
per to fay upon the fubjeft is this :-^" That the objeift of this 
*• Society, frona its firft inftitution to the prefent moment of 
5^ alarm, has uniformly been to promote the welfare of the 
** people" — I beg your attention to thcfe words---^* bars uni- 
^ formly been to promote the welfare of the people by all con-f 
^* ftitutional means."— Now if I were to ftop here, with a view* 
to (hew yvou what you are to underftand by the words-:— r^* alt' 
f* conftjtutional means"— Are t^je means I have been ftatingf 
conftitutional means ? Will ft make the means more conftjtu-' 
tSonal than they really are, becaufe they choofe to call tbem fo ?r-r 
** And to expofe in their true light the abufcs whtch have iAi-f 
U perceptibly crept in, and at laft grown to fuch a height, as to 
5* raife the moft fcrious s^pprehenfion^ in every true friend of 
*< the conftitution." 

" Refolved, idly-— That this Society difclaims the idea of 
f^ wiflxlng to ciFedl a change in the prefent fyftem of things by 
U violence and public commotion, but that it trufts to the good 
*• fenfe of the people"-— Ycm will find, before I hare done, that 
in April, i793> it could not truft to the good fenfe of the 
people—" when they fhall be fully enlightened on die fubje^i to 
^* procure without difturbing the public tranquillity an effedoaf 
f( and permanent reform. 

' « Refolved, 3dly— That the intentions of this and fimflar 
^^ Societies have of late been grofsly calumniated by thole who 
*^ txt interefted to perpetuate abufcs, ajrid their agents, wh<r 
*^ have been induftriou§ to reprefent the Members of fuch So-» . 
f^ cieties, as men of dangerous principles^ wifting to deftroy aU 
<* focial order, difturb the ftate of property, and introduce anar? 
f* chy and confufion inftead of regular government, 

" Refolved, 4thly — That, in order to counterafl the optrs^" 
if tion of fuch grofs afperfions, and to prevent them firom check- 



^^i«g the prpgrefsof liberal inquiry, it is at thi5 time peculiarly 
** expedient that this and fimilar Societies fliould publicly ajTetJ 
*' the redlitude of their priaciples, 

<( j^efolved — That the (aid Refolutions be adpptedi in order 
** far printing in the newspapers/' 

Now I defire any perfon to read that paper through again, 
jind then, Gentlemen of the Jury, if it is relied upon, be fo 
good as afl^ yourfelyes what is the definite naeaning in any one 
pafTage in it* 

About the fame tame there is an addrcfs from the Mancheftcr 
Society, dated the I4.th of December, 1792, which appears tp 
Jiave been re^d in the Conftitutional Society, in the prefence qf 
the prifoner, ^nd which addrefs has fome very particular clr,- 
irumftances about it,. for you will fipd that there \yas arefolutioo 
upon the 14th of Pccember, 1792, in thefe words — Read 4 
printed addrefs from Mancbefter— rRefolved, that (he faid addrefe 
|)e approved for publifliing in the newfpapers* 

It appears by 2^ paper, which I (hall produce to you, that 
^he words Rea4 a printed addnjs from Manchejler^ su-e in the 
liand-writing of Mr. Tooke ; that the addrefs itfdf is in 
jhe hand- writing of Mr. Tookp j whether it was a copy 
jof any addrefs at Manchefter or not, I do not know : this 
addrefs appears afterwards to be in print, it is fent for pub* 
Jication,- and with a view to ihew to the public what extent 
fbe diftribution of libels has arifen to in the progrefs of a 
treafonable purpofe in London, this addrefs was ordered to be 
printed, and that a hundred thoufand copies of it fhould be dif- 
^ibuted to th^ir correfpoiidents in Great Britain and Ireland.— - 
The report that was made upon it was, that it had been ofFere^ 
.to the Morning Chronicle and Morning Poft, and that the paper 
itfelf, though drawn by a mafterly hand, was fuch, that they durft 
not venture, to print it-r-I believe it was however printed in Lon- 
don. You will occafionally fee papers primed in the country, at 
Manchefter, if London will not do it j or if the law of England 
has reached as far as this fide of the Tweed, fo as to check the 
publication of a )ibel, t|ien it is carried oyer the Tweed, \r\ 
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(Order to be publiflied in Scotland, where it might be more fafelf 
done. 

Now in this paper, which bears date upon the 14th of De- 
cember, 1792, and recolleding, as I hope you will do, what I 
have already ftated to you of the principles of thofe who wer^ 
conpcrned in this tranfaftion, as thefe principles had been mani- 
fefted in all the other tran(a£tions I have ftated to you, you will 
find there is this paflage : He fays — *' To gull the poor with the 
*' infolent falfehood, that the laws are the fame for the poor as 
** the rich, or with idle panegyrics on a rotten conftitution, 
** which you have not examined, and of which you feel not the 
** benefit— The real friends of the people hear with pity and 
*' bear with patience the hourly calumnies to which they are ex- 
** pofed ; they entertain, however, no perfonal enmities, no 
•' averfion, but to the enemies of the people, and no difrefpe^l 
*' to the conftitution, but where it is hoftile to the rights of 
«« the people,'* 

Now, why it is faid to be hoftile to the rights of the people, 
I think, can be pretty well underftood, after what I have ftated 
to you about thefe communications with France ; but it need 
not be left there, for you will find that this is more diftindly 
ftated in the draught of an anfwer to a letter, which was like- 
wife read and entered among the minutes of this Society upon the 
a6th of Oftober 1792 : the draught of the anfwer feems to have 
been prepared on the 2d November, 1 792 ; it was to be fent to the 
editors of the Patriot. The editors of the Patriot were perfons 
who were living at Sheffield ; and it will appear by the papers, the 
fubftance of which I have not really bodily ftrength enough to ftate 
to you, were affiliated at the fame time with the London Cor- 
refponding Society, and alfo with the Conftitutional Society, in 
the propagation of their principles, and this in an extent, which no 
language can do juftice to, which it is impoffible to defcribe to 
you without reading a particular letter in which they themfelves 
ftate their mode of proceeding, and which, for the purpofe 
of informing you in this refped, ftiall be prefently read to you : 
To one of them the following is an anfwer, and I beg your 
attention to it, of the 2d of November, 1792. * 
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r ci Wg rejoice with you in the incrcafe of the Members of die 
** Societies of Freedom ; our bofoms glow with thefcntiments— * 
•* we are brothers in afFedion with you, and with the freemen of 
** Stockport" — (who wrote that letter which I before obferved 
upon, which ftates that nothing can do but a Convention^ 
and that their objeft is a government immediately conftituted 
by the people ; that that cannot be while the Crown or the 
•Lords, as you choofe to conftrue the letter, retain their authority) 
—They add — ** Freedom, though an infant, makes Herculean 
" efForts" — Now they meant nothing in the world to the pre- 
judice of the monarchy, they meant nothing in the world but a 
full reprefentation of the People in a Parliament co-exifting with 
King and Lords, They add—" The vipers, ariftocracy," th^ 
is perfons who have got coats upon their backs — " and monar- 
*' chy" — we have it yet in England, Gentlemen — " are panting 
** and writhing under its grafp : May fuccefs, peace, and happi- 
*' nefs, attend thofe efforts." — That letter, fo prepared, will be 
produced to you with the corredtions of Mr. Home Tooke, ia 
his own hand. 

Gentlemen, I have now gone through, as well as I am able, and 
I hope you will keep in view the cafe I have ftated, the principles 
and praftices of thefe Societies, with all their aifiliations. I 
ought to mention to you that you will find in the evidence, as 
it is laid before you, moft uncommon induftry in picking up frefli 
conne£lions. If a paper appeared in the country, ftating that a 
Society of any fort was formed, you will find immediate induflry 
to connecSl fhem, and affiliate them with the London Correfpond- 
ing and Conftitucional Societies* If thefe Societies profefled — > 
as for inftance the Stockport Society profefled — that they would 
have nothing but a government conftituted immediately by them- 
felves, they contrive to give an anfwer fatisfaSory to them. If 
the Societies profefled attachment to the monarchy, and defired 
explanation whether they meant Mr. Pitt's plan, which Mr. 
Paine laughs at — or whether they meant the Duke of Richr 
mond's plan — ®r whether they meant, as a letter you will hear by 
and by fays, to rip up monarchy by the roots, you will find they 
^i^tisfied them all fufficiently to enllft them all for that purpofe 
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which, from their own tranfadions, I ftate to be neither mwQ 
nor lefs, than to do, what Mr. Paine did in his book,, to combine 
the principles, which they ftated» when the times were ripe for 
it, with the pradlices which were correfpondent with thofe print 
ciples ; to apply thofe principles, which were alike the principle^ 
of thefe Societies and of the French Conftitution of 179 1, an4 
which Mr. Paine, Mr. Barlow, and thofe addreffers to the Con^ 
vention, receiving fuch anfwcrs from the Convention in 179^ 
declared had produced a conftitution in France upon the |Oth of 
Auguft 1792, to apply them not to fori^ that, which in its na- 
ture is an abfurdity, a Royal Democracy, but that, which upoQ 
principle is confident, though it is a wretched bad government 
a Reprefentative government^ to be exchanged hpre in lieu of our 
limited monarchy, in lieu of our government, under which I ftate 
It, with a defiance to the world to tell me that I do pot ftate it 
truly, that a people never did enjoy, fince the providence of Go4 
jnade us a people, (you may talk about theories as you pleafe j 
that they never did enjoy, for fo long a time together, fuch 4 
quantum of adtual private happinefs and private profperity, public 
happinefs and public profperity, under any conftitution, as we 
have enjoyed under the conftitution, to the deftrudion or the 
fupport of which it is for you to judge whether fuch means, as { ' 
have been ftating to you, were defigned to be employed. 

The next thing that was to be done, was to go on in ftrengthr 
cning themfelvcs by affiliation ; and you will find accordingly that 
they have connexions at Norwich, Sheffield, Leeds, and other 
places : indeed, there was hardly a county, in which they bad nat 
affiliated Societies, and, if you believe them, to great numbers. 

The next ftep they took was, not that they fliould have it ac- 
compliflied— their principles would not let them accomplifli it-r-? 
tut it was for the purpofe of attaching more and more affiliated 
Societies, that they began now to think, in the year iJQJi ^^ 
making applications to Parliament. Gentlemen, in the courfe 
pf that year, 1793, whilft they are to make applications to Par- 
liament, you will find that they diftinftly difcufs the utility of 
doing fo. The London Correfponding Society^ jt will be proved 
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to you, take thfs opinion of the Societies in the couiitry with vtit 

fpeSt to three diftind propofitions. Mark this. 

Now, Gentlemen, in September 1 792, the Stockport Society tolcl 
the London Correfponding Society that there was no hope of doiiYg 
anything but in a Convention : the London Correfponding Society 
give the anfwer that I have before ftated. They begun to think of 
this thing called a Convention in the beginning of the year 1793, 
and they propofe having communication, on the other hand, from 
the Country Societies. They ftate three propoHtions — what is it 
we are to do ?— Are we to make an application to Parliament ? — 
Are we to make ^n application to the King ?T?rThat would havQ 
teen to make application to the King that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed, according to the oath which he takes upon his coronatjon^ 
to give his confent to meafures, which were to deftroy the go? 
yernment qf the country, as it exifts, and of himfelf as a part of 
}t [ Or are we to have a Convention ? You will find, when the 
whole of the evidence is laid before you, ther? is a vaft deal of 
difcuflion about this n^eafure of a Convention, there is a vaft deal 
of difcuffion about applying to Parliament. The application t«3> 
the King is thought futile without more ; but they come to this 
determination, that things are not yet ripe; but that the appli- 
cation to Parliament, however, may be one means of ripening that^ 
is not yet mature j and then foljciting petitions from all parts 
pf the kingdom, telling thofe, from whom they aft: them, that 
they dp not mean that they fliould have any effeft, that they are all 
tvafte paper, canvaffing all parts of the kingdom, and getting fig- 
Matures in the way you will find, they (end the petitions to Parlia- 
Jnent, which, for myfelf and my pofterity, I thank God Parliament 
did not attend to ; I mean petitions to introduce a change in the 
Government upon ^he principle of annual fufFrage and univcrfal 
feprefentation. 

They deterniined for the prefcnt that they would content them- 
^Ives with petitions : that this would occafion a great deal of de^ 
bate : that that would give them a y^ft variety of opportunities of 
flifcuffinj the point they had had in agitation fince 1792 ; and, if 
|i^ wWic inkid wa^s pot ripe for a Copventjon in 1793, tli« 
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proceedings and tranfa6lions of 1793 had a natural and an ob^ 
vious tendency, when thefe tranfadlions were made a proper ufe 
of, to bring to maturity the project, not yet come to maturity : 
you will find therefore that both the London Correfponding So- 
ciety and the Society for Conflitutional Information keep this 
objed in view. 

The Norwich Society, upon the 5th of March 1793, write 
thus to the Society for Conftitutional Information, and which you 
will fee had held correfpondence alfo with the London Corre- 
fponding Society upon the fubjefl: of the fame proportion : '* It 
•* is with peculiar fatisfadlion that we are favoured with your 
•* correfpondence," — ^they firft fay. — " We wifh to find out a 
** method of redrefs ; at prefent we fee a great propriety in 
^ univerfal fufFrage and annual eleflions ; but we beg you will be 
" obliging enough to inform us of what you have coUcSed of the 
•'fenfe of the people by your correfpondence : we have to in- 
•^ form you that our worthy Correfponding Societies of London 
^ have recently fubmittcd three propofitions for our invcftiga- 
*^ tion ; firft, whether a petition to Parliamenty or an addrefs 
•* the Kingy or a Convention.^* 

When I find here the word Convention, I think I may addrefs 
this queftion to you as men, of common fenfe : If in Auguft 1 792 
the London Correfponding Society, by the addrefs which I have 
read to you, have told you diftindlly that they cannot get any re- 
dreis from Parliament, is it not marvellous how it is to be mad^ 
ptit in argument that in March 1 793 they were to have a Con- 
, vcntion in order to get it from Parliament, and more particularly 
to get it from that Parliament, which, upon their own principles, 
fuas not competent to give //, if they bad a mind to take it from 
Parliament ? 

*' Permit us briefly to ftate our views for your revifal ; and, 
^ with refpedl to the firft, we behold we are a conquered people; 
^ we have tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and rcfiftance in 
•* the prefent circum/lances is vain ; we cannot, we cannot aft the 
*' man; and, as neceflity has no law, we think ourfelVes under 
** that degrading neceffity to ftate our grievances to the Houfe of 
♦* Commons with a requeft for rcdrefsy and fliould they tefufi?'*— * 
8 *. which 
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tirhich they tf d— ^* to grant our rcafonaSle petition, wc liav* 
** ftill got (no thanks to them)" — ^here is an accurate, a (hort 
defcription of the affiliated Societies—" a formidable engine, 
" that will convey the infult to the remoteft parts of the kingl 
*'dom: as to the propriety of the fecond, we wifh to fubmit 
" to your fuperior judgment, and (hould efieem it a favour to be 
^' informed of the refult *» for at prefent we are dubious of its gooil 
" confequences. Laftly, a Convention ; and oh ! that the period 
** were arrived j but, in the prefent (late of affairs, alas ! it is 
*' imprafticablc : yet this is the objedl we purfue, and efteem any 
^' other means only in fubordination to, and as having a tendency 
/' to accomplifh that definable end, 

*' We wifli to be in unifon with our brethren and fcllow-Ia- 
*^ bourers, and fliould be glad of any information, as foon as it is 
"convenient; and we beg your advice whether it is neceflary, 
" as foon as pofSble, to colleft fignatures to a petitionj^r tf real 
*' reprefentation of the people?'* 

. This letter of the 5th March 1 793, having been received from 
Norwich, you will find that Mr. Froft^ who had then lately come 
from France, and was about that time, I believe, talking of no 
King in this country, in which it is not yet quite lawful to 
fay fo, was thought an extremely proper perfon to draw up a 
letter in anfwer to this ; and accordingly it is ftated upon the books 
of the Society, that Mr, Froft was ordered to prepare that an- 
fwer ; however, it got into abler hands ; for, unlefs I am again 
mif-inftru<fted, it was fettled by counfel, and the fubftance I will 
now read to you. It Is dated the i6th of April 1793 : ** Frorti 
** the Secretary of the Society for Conflitutional Information to 
" the Secretary of the United Political Socities at Norwich.— Wc 
• " have to acknowledge with great fatisfadion the letter which you 
" favoured us with, dated the sth inftant, relative to the moft de- 
*^ Arable of all other objeds, the reform of a parliamentary reprefen- 
*' tation. The honour you do us in fuppofing that we are better 
** fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of political knowledge, . 
** we muft difclaim, becaufe we obferve, with the greateft pleafure, 
•*' that our country correfpondents have too much zeal and infor- 
•f* mation to want fuccefs in their public .endeavours, whether 
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-.«* at Norwidi, at Sheffield, at Mancheft^, or dtfewheffcv* 

** throughout the nation. In our finberity (or the good of our 

** country \9^ truft that we ^t€ all equal, and, as fuch^ v^e doubt 

** not of our ultimate fucce&. 

" We fee with forrow the exiftence df thofe evils, which you 
*•* fo juftly reprefent as the ftreams of corruption overflowing this 
" once free and profperous country. We fee with fufprife arid 
** abhorrence that men are to be found, both able and willing to 
** fupport thofe corruptions. It is, however, no fmall coiifolatioii 
*« to find that others are not wanting in every point of the natioti 
•* of an oppofile chara6ter, who are ready to remedy, by all lau- 
** dable and honourable means, the defeft in our reprefentation, 
" the ufurpedextenfionof the duration c^ Parliaments, and other 
*' grievances, fuch as you notice in your letter. 

*« That the conftitution of England his no mote of that cha* 

•* rafter it once poffefled ; that the fuppofed democracy of the 

** country has become a matter of property and privilege j and 

*** that we have therefore no longer that mixed governrhent, 

'♦* which our adverfaries are praifing, when they know it is tio: 

'** longer in our poileffion, are fafts notorious and indifputable : 

'♦* Where then are we to look for the remedy ?"— molt afiutedly 

.thole who had faid on the 6th of Auguft 1 792 they would not 

look to Parliament, would not be fo inconfiftent as to fay thaf 

"they would look to it in April 1793—" to that Parliament of 

«' which we complain ? to the Executive power, which is impli- 

** citly obeyed, if not anticipated in that Parliament ? or to our- 

*'felves?" 

Now,whoareourfelves? why, thofe aflBliated Societies! " ouf- 
<* felves reprefented in fome meeting of delegates for theextenfive 
" purpofe of reform, which we fupix)fe you urtderftand by the' 
•* term Convention*^* The Norwich Society writes to the Confti- 
tutional Society, and it prCpofes a Convention as the only means 
of doing this bufmefs. The Conftitutional Society dates that it 
• r is to be done only in a Convention,^ of what? of themfelves. 
, Why then, I fay, upon the i6ih of April 1793, the Confti- 
tutional Society eonftrued the aSs of the .26th of January 1 794^ 
• which. I fliall allude to prefently, and the 27th of March 1 794, 
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Cecaofc the Ccsinftittitiemal Society (aid that a Convention was il 
€:onventi<m of themfelves, reprcfented in fome meeting of dele- 
gates, — and for what puipofe ? for the extenfivc purpofes of re- 
form;— how? by applying to Parliament? No. Why this paflage 
ftates exprefsly that the leafon why they would have a Convention 
was, becauie they would not apply to Parliament^ and can I im- 
pute to men of underftanding, that are employed in this bufmefs, 
for there are men of underftanding enough employed in this bufi- 
ne&, whether that underftanding is propeily employed in this 
bufinefs is not for me to fay any thing about, can I impute any 
thing fo abfurd to men of underftanding as that they meant td 
form i Convention, which Convention fhould carry their petition 
to Parliament? 

** It is the end of each of thefe propoGtions that we ought to 
•^ look to ; and, as fuccefs in a good caufe muft be the efFeft of 
*' perfeverance and the rifing reafon of the time, let us determine 
•* with coolnefs, but let us perfevere with decifion. As to a: 
** ConveniioHy we regard it as a plan the rtioft defirable and moft 
** pradlicable ;" — when ? fo foon as the great body of the people 
fliall be Virtuous enough to join us in the attempt? No-^but 
** fo foon as the great body of the people fhali be courageous and 
** virtuous eriou^'to join us in the attempt." You will fee whe- 
dicr the interpretation, which I give of the word '* courageous'* 
by the manner in which I mean to exprefs it, is due to it or not, 
1>y what I have to ftate to you. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, with a view to explain th is thing called 
a Convention, ascontra-diftinguiflied from parliament, give me 
leave to carry back your attention for a moment to Januaiy 25, 
1793, In tTiis Society, which, in November 1792, had the cor- 
refpondence with France, which I ftated, in January 1793? when 
we were on the eve of a war, and upon the eve of a war which 
had been produced by the principles which brought fraterniza- 
tion into this country, and took place foon after that decree of 
November 1792, you wHl find that thefe refolutions were come 
to — ** That Citizen St. Andre, a member of the National Con- 
** vention of France,'* — that Convention which had depofed a 
King, as that which could not exift in a government, formed 

upon 
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^pon the principles of the rights of. man, as ^ifclofed by Mr* 
Paine, his fellow-member in that Convention, — " as.one of the 
** moll judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be 
^* admitted an aflbciated honorary member of this Society." 
** Refolved, That Citizen Barrere, a member of the National 
** Convention of France, being confidered by us as one of the 
•* moft judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be 
** admitted an aflbciated honorary member of this Society. 

^* Rofolved, That Citizen Roland, being alfo confidered by u$ 
•* as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends of humaa 
*• liberty, be admitted an aflbciated honorary member. 
• ** That the fpeeches" — Gentlemen, I particularly requoft 
your attention to this—" that the fpeeches of Citizen St. Andri 
•* and Citizen Barrere, aflbciated honorary merAbers of this So- 
*' ciety, as given in the Gazette Nationale ou Moniteur univer- 
•* felle of Paris on the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January 1793, be 
*' inferted in the books of this Society ;" — and, as far as this So-r 
ciety could efFedluate it, they endeavoured alfo to have thefe 
ycfolutions publiflied in the newfpapers, and it will be in proof to 
you that, in the books of the Society, it is refolved that each of 
thefe refoiutions fhould be fo publiflied. 

Now, Gentlemen, I fliall prove to you, by evidence com-^ 
pletely effcdlual for that purpofe, what thefe fpeeches were, and 
then, if you will be fo good as to afk yourfelves what the Confti- 
tutional Society, which in January and February ordered thefe 
fpeeches to be publiflied, meant by a Convention in that letter of 
the 1 6th of April 1793, Y^^ ^^^^ j^%^ whether that Conven- 
tion was to be the means (becaufe they would neither apply to 
the King, the executive power, nor to the Parliament), was to 
. be the means of handing their application to Parliameuti or whe- 
ther, on the other hand, it was to be the means of introducing 
by its own force a Reprcfmtative Government in this country -, that 
afl[embly, which, you will find, they Infift would for the time 
abforb all the powers of government, which, if it did exift, would 
delegate its legiflative power only fo long as they choofe to delegate 
Jt, a body competent to create a leglflature, and poflefling withiri 
itfelf an eternal power of reform, an eternal fourcc of revolution. 

' With. 
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With reifcB. to Sr. Andrcj fpeaking to the Convention, he 
fays, " your right to decide the fate of Kings arifes from your 
V being a Revolutionary Affcmbly, created by the nation"— a 
Kevolutioaary Affembly created by tlie nation in fuch a ftate is 
at leaft that thing, which I think no good Englifhman ever will 
wiih to exift to fee—" a Revolutionary Affcmbly created by the 
" nation in a (fate of infurredion." 

Speaking of die trial of the King of Firancc, they fay, *' this 
** proceeding is of the higbeft importance to public order, abfo- 
♦* lutcly neceffary to the exiftence of liberty, and conne<fted with 
*' whatever is held mod facred by the nation." 

" The people of Paris'* — this is upon the queftion whether 

tlie perfon of tlie King be inviolable, a maxim unqueftionably 

true in the conftitution of this country, a maxim perfeilly coil- 

fiftent with the civil liberties of the people, bccaufe, though the 

King's perfon is inviolable, he has advifers, who are violablc as 

to every aft that he d&es.-r-** Tlie people of Paris, by making an 

*• holy infurreSion againft the King on the iqth of Augufl:,"— 

that loth of Auguft, which, in Mr. Froft's letter to Mr. Tooke, 

was abfolutely neceffary to the exiftence of liberty in France — 

" deprived him of his charafter of inviolability. The people of 

" the other departments applauded this ijifurredlion, and adopted 

** the confcquence of it. The people have therefore formally 

** interpofed to deftroy this royal inviolability. The tacit 

" confent of the people rendered the perfon of the King 

** inviolable, the zSt of infurre<£lion"— I pray heaven defend us 

from the operation of fuch principles in this country — " the aft 

" of infurredlion was a tacit repeal of that confent, and was 

" founded on the fame grounds of law as the confent itfelf : the 

" King's perfon is inviolable only with relation to the other 

" branches of the le'giflature, but not with relation to the people." 

Now, I alk what did thofe Gentlemen, who ordered this 
fpeech to be publifhed, that the King's peifon was inviolable 
only with relation to the other branches of the legiflaturc, when 
they were talking of conventions, mean ? I am forry to fay that 
my mind is drawn to the conclufion that they thought the King's 
perfon was not inviolable with relation to the people, a conv^- 

L tion 
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tion of whom was to be formed, and was to be fbrtnei b^caufc art 
application to Parliament was ufelcfs. 

Now, let us fee the defcription of a Convention. " A Con- 
" vention differs from an ordinary Icgiflaturc in tliis rcfpeft : a 
" legiflature is only a fpecics of fnperintending magiftracy, a mo- 
" derator of the powers of government : a Convention is a per- 
** fed reprefentation of the fbv^r^gn : the member of the Le- 
^* giflative Affembly a<acd in Auguft npon thtfe principles, in 
" fummoning the Convention ; they declare"— prccifely as is de^ 
clared in the letter I have been reading to you—'* that they few* 
*' hut one meafurfc which could favc France, namely, to haw re=- 
** courfe to the fupreme will of tlic people, and to invite. the 
" people toexercife immediately that unalienable right of fovc- 
*' reignty, which the conftitution had acknowledged, and whicl^ 
** it could not fubjeft to any rcftri<9:ion : the public intereft re- 
*' quired that the people (hould manifefk their will by the elcc- 
*' tion of a National Convention, formed .of teprefentatives in- 
*' vefted by the people with unlimited powers. The people did 
*' manifeft their will by the cleftion of that Convention. The 
*' Convention being affembled is itfelfthatfovercIgnwi.il, which 
** ought to prevail. It would be contrary to every principle to 
*' fuppofe that the Convention is not alctfie exdufively the ex- 
** prelTion of the general will. 

** The powers of the Convention muft, from the very nature 
** of the aflembly, be unlimited with rcfpedl to every meafure of 
" general fafety, fuch as the execution of a tyrant. It is no 
** longer a convention, if it has not power to judge the King: a 
" Convention is a Conftituent Body, i. e. a body that is to make 
<«. a conftitution for the people ; a legiflature makes laws under 
" an eftablifhed conftitution, and in conformity to it. It is def- 
" potifm when, in the ordinary and permanent ellabliftiment of 
" a ftate, there is no feparation of powers ; but it is of the very 
" effence of a Conftituent Body to concentre for the time all au- 
«* thority, it is the verj- nature of a National Cbnventioh to be 
" the temporary image of the nation, to unite in itfelf all tht 
** power of the ftate, to employ them againft the enemies of 
** liberty, and to diftribute them in a new fecial compact called a 
* «' cbfiftitution.'** * . 

Gentlemen, 
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Gcntlemcp, after I have ftatcd that to you, I think I cannot 
jjoffibly b^ aiiftaken when I conceive that you can do no other- 
wife thaR put the fame gpnftrudlion upon this letter which I did- 

I will now take the liberty of calling your attention to a letter 
of the T7th of May 1793, and th6 anfwer of the 26th May 1793* 
paflSng over a great many letters, the fubftance of which you will 
inform yourfelves of by having them read, namely, letters that 
prove affiliations folicited and granted to Leeds, Tewkefbury, 
t^^ovcntry, and man v places in the kingdom, more numerous than 
1 apprehend you will believe, till you fee what the number of 
them is, by evidence, aftually before you. 

Gentlemen, I beg leave'now to call your attention, in order of 
time, to a letter of the 17th May 1793, for it begins a corrcfpond- 
ence moft exceffively miiterial with that part of the country in 
which the Convention has been already held ; I mean Scotland, a 
Convention which 1 think I fhall fatisfy you did, for the time, aft 
,\ipon the principles tliat I have flated to you, from the fpeecli of 
Barrere, as far as it could aft, and in which I think at the moment 
that I addrefs you, if it had not Jjeen flopped in the execution o( 
its purpofes, and-bad been joined by thofe whofe afts we are con- 
fidering at this day, you might fiave feen, in the fpeeclies of a 
National Convention in Great Britain, a repetition of the Jaa^ 
guage of Barrere, inflead of hearing it from i;ne in a couit o£ 
juftice. 

Gentlemen, I hold it, in the office that I fill, to be due to tlie 
adminiftration of the juftice of this country, to fay diftinftly, 
if I underftand the cafe upon which certain perfons were tiied for 
the afls which they did in Scotland, that, if they h?d been tried 
for high treafon, they would have bad no right to complain : no 
right to complain if the queftion upon their conduft had been 
agitated in that fliape before a Jury of the country. 

Gentlemen, upon the 17th of May, a Mr. Urquh^rt going 
from LoiKk>n, Mr. Hardy, and a perfon pf the name of Atar- 
garot, ccIebKitedin the future hiftory of thisbufinefe, join, and 
write a letter— parliament had, as they expeft^d it would, and as 
, tlKjy meant it ffeould, rejefted their petition — '* The London 
** Corrcfponding Society eagerly feizcs the opportunity of Aii. 

L 2 " Urquhart 
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** Urquhart going back to Edinburgh, to fequeft of ^our Society 
** a renewal of correfpondence, and a more intimate co-operatioA 
** in that whidh both Societies alike feck, viz. a reform in the par*- 
" liamentary reprcfentation. We arc very fenfiblc that no Society 
«* can by itfelf bring about that dcfirablc end; let us, therefore, 
*» unite as much as poflible, not only with each other, but with 
*' every other Society throughout the nation. Our petitions 
" you will have learned have been all of them unfuccefeful : our 
** attention muft now* therefore, be turned to foroe more «flfec- 
*' tual means; firom your Society we would willingly learn 
*^ them, and you» on your part, may depend uponour adopting the 
' ** firmeft jneafures, provided they are ponftitulio^al, and we hope 
** the country will not be behindhand with us/* 

Now, by •* cionftitutidnal moafurcs*' it is clear that they 
meant that a Convention^ as COntra-diftinguiflied from a Parlia- 
ment, would be conftitutional j it is clear they meant it, bccaufe 
they have faid it. 

Then Mr. Skirving writes thus-*-" Mr. Urquhart did me 
•< the pleafure to call on Thu^fday afternoon, and delivered your 
** letter of the 1 7fh'inft. I am much pleafcd with the contents 
*« of it, and fliall lay It bcfore*tbc firft meeting of our focieties 
"here, which, however, docs not fake place till Monday 
** fevennight. I would have acknowledged the receipt of your 
** favour by yefterday'^ poft, but was too much employed in re- 
" moving our houfliold to another lodging to attend to any thing 
*« dfe.*' Now I beg your attention to this, becaufc you will 
fee in the tranfadlions of the people in convention in Edin- 
burgh, that they looked to what they were to do in cafe of a 
rebellion as well as any other. 

** If either you in England or we in Sdotland fiiould attempt, 
" feparately, the reform vvhich we, I truft, feck to obtain, we 
" fliould, by fo doing, only expofe out wcaknefs, and mariifeft 
** our ignorance pf the corruption, which oppofes our important 
•* undertaking: if we fought only the extirpation of one fet of 
** interefted men from the management of national afiairs, th^t 
" place might be given to another fet ; without aflfefting the 
*V vitals adverfe to the fyftera of reform, thefe might be eafily 

" accom- 
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•' accompliflied, but ta cut up deep and wide rooted prejudices, 
** to give efFefltual energy to the diSates of truth in favour of 
" public virtue and national profperity, in oppofition to felf and 
*' all its interefted habits,* and to withftand and ovcrav^e the 
*' final efforts of the powers of darknefs, is the work of thQ 
** whole and not of a part ; a work to which mankind till this 
*' awful period were never adequate, becaufe never till now dif- 
•* pofed to fraternize, not merely or only, I truft, from the 
** fenfc of die common d|inger to which we are expofed, but 
♦* from the ennobling principle of univerfal benevolence. 

** I know no greater fervice that I can do my country, than 
♦^ to promote the union you fo wifely delire ; and I an> happy to 
** affure you, that I have hitherto difcovered no fentimcnt in 
** our aflbciation, adverfe to the moft intimate and brotherly 
♦* union with the aflociations in England. 

** I think the minds of all muft in the nature of things be 
** now turned to more effedual means of reform Not one per- 
•* fon was convinced of the neceffity of it by the moft convincing 
** argument^ of rcafpn, together with the moft unequivocal e^- 
" preffions of univerfal defire. What then is to be hoped fpr 
•• from repetition ? I am only afraid that the bow in England 
*^ againft reform was fo cpntradled that in returning it may breaks 
•* You would willingly learn, you iay, from u$ — I own that we 
•* ought to be forward in this : we have at once in great wifdom 
** perfefted pur plan of organization, and if we were in the fame 
'' independant ftate of mind as the people of England, we would 
•* be able to take the lead — ^the aflbciations with you are no 
" more, I fear — excufe my freedom— than an ariftocracy for 
** the good of the people : they arc indeed moderate, firm, and 
•♦ virtuous, and better cannot be ; but we are the people them- 
♦* felves, and we are the firft to fhew that the people can both 
** judge and refolve, if undircfted by fafkion, with both wifdom 
f' and moderation* 

** I have not a higher wifti in the prefent exertions for re- 
" form than to fee the people univerfally and regularly aflbci- 
•• jited, becaufe | am perfuaded that the prefent difaftrous en- 
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** gagements will iffue in ruirt, and the people then muft provido, 
** for themfelves, and it would be unhappy, when we fliould be, 
*' ready to-afl with unanimity, to be occupied about organiza- 
** tion, without which however anarchy muft enfue — we will 
** not need but to be prepared for the event — to Hand ft ill and fee 
** the falvation of the Lord — let us therefore take the "hint given 
*' us by our oppofen, let us begin in earned to make up our 
" minds relative to the extent of reform, which we ought to feek, 
*' be prepared to juftify it, and to controvert objcftions ; let us 
*' model the whole in the public mind, let us provide every 
*' flake and ftay of the tabernacle which we would ereft, fo 
^* that, when the t.^bemacles of oppreffion in the palaces of am- 
** bition are broken down, under the madnefs and folly of their 
** fupportcrs, we may then without anarchy .and all dangerous 
*' delay erc6l at once our tabernacle of righteoufnefs, and may 
^< the Lord himfelf be in it." 

Gentlemen, thefe are things all very eafy to be underftood. 

** How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind, to look 
** back to the wretched ftate in which the Roman monarchy^ 
** enfeebled and broken by its own corruptions, left the nations, 
♦* which it fubjefted, like flieep vvi'thdut a (hepherd ; they foon 
** became a prey to every invader, bccaufe there was none to 
'* gather and unite them ; had they, forefeeing the evil, aCTo- 
** ciate^ for mutual defence, no robber would have been able 
*' to enflavc them, they would have given laws to all parties, a?; 
" well as to themfelves ; all feparate colonies and nations w6al4 
>' have fought their alliance ; but not having virtue to afTociate, 
*' and heal the divifions, and root out the felfifti fpirit, which 
." amSition foftering governments procure to their fuhjeds, they 
** fell under oppreflions from under whofe iron fceptre they have 
*' never yet been able to deliver themfelves. 

'"We may fuppofe an event, which we deprecate; nor^ 
*• fhould we not l>e prepared for every pdflible iffue of the prefcnt 
*' tmprecedenteddivifions of mankind, we have a right to beapprcr 
" henfive of the abilities of our own managers, who are fo afraid 
*' to depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they may be 

*' inadeijuate 



'* inadequate to the.tafk of preferving the veflel from fliipwreck, 
'* now grappling with danger not only great, but new and un- 
^* common. If the prefent miniftry fail, who after them (hall 
^* be trufted ? It rcquiries lijttle penetrajtion tg fee the anarchy an J 
•* difcord which will follow ; it will be fuch, that nothing fhort ' 
** of a general uniph amoi)ig the people themfelves, will be able to 
^ * heal : halle therefore to aflbciate, at leaft to be ready to alTociate j * 
' ' if then, fuch a broken ftatc of things fhould take plaqe, the civil 
^* broils that Would neceflarily enfue, woul4 foori fubfide before 
•* the united irrefiftible voice of the whole. Do not, I entreat 
"you, hefitate thinking fuch a work premature as yet,*' — this 
IS written in May, 1793, — ** ^"^ ^ mmth^ and then it may be 
^^ too .fete ; . a malignant party may be already formed, and only 
" waiting for the baiting of the prefent managers ; it will then 
^* be too late to feek to fubjeiSt to deliberation, after a p^rty has 
?« dared the aft of rebellion. If you go no further than feparate 
^* meetings in different towns, We will not be able to confide iti 
^' your confraternity, becaufe while in fuch a ftate you may be but 
" the tools of a faction ; we could have all confidence and unite 
^* with all affeftion in one affimbly qf ccmmiffioners from all 
^* countries of the world," 

Gentlemen, obferve that expreffion ; this letter, in the be- 
ginning of it, fpeaking with reference to the war, does not 
know but the palaces of ambition may be all over fet ; the pillars 
will tumble with their fupporters. Then it fays, " we could 
" have all confidence and unite with all affeftion in one aff^m" 
M bly of comTniJfioncn from all countries of the world, if we 
** knew they were chofen by the unbiafled voice of the people, 
?* |)ecaufe they would come up with the fame difinterefted vievys 
f* and defires as purfelves, having all agreed to a common 
f* centre of union ^nd intereft ; but we could not confide in 
** fellow citizens, who kept alpof from fuch union, and would 
** not previoufly affiliate in one great and indivifible family.'* 

Gentlemen, I have before told you, that there was a fociety 
at Birmingham. Upon the loth of June, 1793, the London Cor- 
fefponding Society writes to that fociety in thefe terms. *' It i§ 
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" with flngular fatisfaftion the Committee of the London Cor-.. 
•* refpoading Society received your letter; they are very glad tq - 
f*'fee the fpirit of freedom fpringing up in Birmingham, and they 
** make no doubt byt that the zeal of ypur fociety ^nd the increaf^ 
** of your numbers will foon do avyay the ftigma thrown on your 
** town by the unjUftifiable behaviour of a Church and King 
** mob ; we are entirely of your opinion with regard to the ne- 
*^ ceffity of a general union^ and wp believe, as you do, that 
** when once die<rountry fliall have fo united," — what then? — 
*? the Neroes of the day wll he forced to yield to the jufl de- 
^*:.mand<fa long and fore oppreffed people J*^ 

Gentlemen, the political focieties at Nqrwich alfo write to ;. 
the London Corrcfponding Society with refpe£t to this Conven- 
tbn upon t!ie 25th of June, 1793, in which they fay, " we 
S' alfo received your friendly letter prior to that v^here^n you 
*^ ftated three propofitions : firft, a petiiion to his Majefty, or 
*f to Parliament, or a National Convention ; and ordered one of 
** our Committee to apfwer it ; fl^ould be glad if you will ip- 
*' form me .whether it was i^ttended to. I gave my opinion on 
*.* the fubjeft to the Conftitutianal Society of London, and 
*' found their ideas congenial to my own,"r— that alludes to thft 
letter they wrote him, — " viz, an addrefs to the -King — ^futile— 
*' a petition to Parliament, (as a conquered people,) — tolerable, 
V a Natipnalr-Qonveption (if circumftances admitted) beft of 
*'all/* ' 

Gentlemen, you will find that upon the 28th of June, 1 793,^ 
whilft thefe focieties were holding fo much correfpondence with 
refpefl: to ^his National Convention, as the only efFedlual means, 
it was thought an addrefs to the nation flioyld be prepared : that 
is not immaterial, becaufe, you will find afterward?, that the 
projcdl of a National Convention in Sco.tland was thought by 
many of the member of it, apd many of the members of thofe 
bodies, to have failed for w^int of fuch a previous addrefs to the 
nation, and upon this occafion two gentlemen are brought to- 
gether, I do not know vyhether one of the'm at that time was a 
member of the Society or not, but two members are brought to- 
gether, Mr. Horn? Tooke and aperfon 'of the name of York, who. 
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yon will find, was a delegate to the Convention in Scotland, 
ahd who you will find has aAed a confiderable part in other parts 
of this country, were to be employed in preparing that adtlrefs. 

Upon the 6th of July, 179^, a letter having been received 
from the political focieties at Norwich, the anfwer figncd by the 
prifoner at the bar is given in thefe terms. 

** Fellow Citizens, The London Correfponding Society have 
** received, and read with pleafure, your letter of the 25th of 
** June, but the anfwer, which you mention to have been made 
*' to our three queftions, has not yet come to hand : we ihall 
*' be glad to be informed by your next whether it was ever put 
** in the Poft Offi^. 

♦* With regard to the queftions themfelves, however indivi- 
** duals may have made up their minds on them, the public 
*^ feemed n>oft to approve the mode of petitioning parliament." 

TTien it ftates the cfFeft of the petitions. ♦* Exhorting you 
** therefore to throw afide all unavailing complaint, we wiih 
*^ you to occupy yourfelves in inftru<Sling the people, in intro- 
** ducing and maintaining order and regularity in your own 
*^ fociety, and in forming a jundlion with all others aflbciatcd 
^? for the fame purpofe throughout the nation, by keeping up a 
** conftant correfpondence with them ; but, above all, orderly 
*< and courageoujly preparing yourfelf for the events' — now mark 
the event,—'" for, as it is natural to fuppofe that thofe^ vjho now 
^^ prey on the public^ will not willingly yield up their* enjoy mentSy 
<* nor re-pojfefs us of our rights without a Jiruggle^ which by their 
^* behaviour in Irelandy^ — that alludes to the bill in Ireland to pre- 
vent a Convention,-—" we have fomc reafon to think they are me^ 
^' ditatingy and perhaps may intend to effed by means of thofe very 
^^ foreign mercenaries ^ who are now paid by the fweat of our hrow^ 
♦* and whom under fome plaujible pretence it would he no difficult 
'* matter to land on our fhore ; it may be more advantageous to hu^ 
" manitytofhewthem atfirjl that their opponents are neither mob nor 
" rabble^ but an indignant opprejpd people y in whom is not yet en^ 
f tirely extin^ the valour of their forefather s^"^ 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, in a letter to Hertford, which is written by tbo 
fame Correfponding Society upon the 31ft of July, 1793, ^^^ 
•which fociety at Hertford had defired to know their principles^ 
they ftate themfelves in the fame manner ; — " We receive with 
•* pleafore your affurance of co-operating with 19s for a Re- 
** form in Parliament, an objedl to which all our endeavours 
** tend, and on which our hearts are invariably fixed, but as 
*' your declaration that you will not. pledge yourfelves to de- 
•* mand univerfal fuffrage and annual parliaments, is followej 
•* by no fpecific plan of reform of your own, we are under fome 
♦^ diflBculty how to conclude ; perhaps, T&JlrangerSy you write to 
*' m with that prudent referve^ which is fometimes nedeflary, and 
♦* that idea,receives ftrength from your appearmg afterwards con- 
•* vinced that the common objeft of the two focieties is the 
** fame, wh'rch we readily admit ; but, as mutual confidence is 
♦* the bafjs of union, and the only rational pledge and fuppoit 
•' for co-operative exertion, we truft your ne^jt will do away 
♦* every difficulty, 

** With refpeft to univerfal fuffrage and annual parliaments,' 
** a mature convi<5lion of their juftice and neceflity for the pre- 
•* ferration of liberty and profpferity^to the great body of the 
** people, and for fecuring the independence of parliament, was our 
** primary inducement to aflTociate. We therefore candidly af- 
*• fure you, that thefe our principles, as already announced to 
** the public, remain immutable, unconnefted with any party 
** whatever*; we can confider no reform radical^ but fuch as 
** will enable every individual of the community to enjoy 'the 
** advantages thereof equally with ourfelves, for, if ignorance of 
«' the nature of government, or the merits of the candidates, be 
*^ an argument againft univerfal fuffrage, as our opponaits pre-t 
** tend, the fame reafons would equally incapatitate a great ma- 
" jority of thofi?, who now enjoy that privilege to the cxciufior^ 
^*of very many thoufands, much better informed than thrm- 
** felves, not to mention that, under a more equallized mode 
*' of government, the people vvould be at once induced and im- 
*' powered to improve themfelves in ufeful knowledge. In a^ 
V word,' we know no principle, confiftent with juftice or 
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**reafoii, by ^kh wc could exclude confcientlonfly any part oC 
^^ the community from an equality of rights and privileges, which 
^ every meoiter of focteiyi as he contributes to its fupport, ought 
** equally to enjoy, 

*' With rcfpeft to annual parlianients, we wHl juft remark, 
"that good members maybe re-eleiSed, whilft twelve month$ 
" we think fully fufficient for the welfare of millions to remain 
" at the mercy of a bad reprefentative. Having thus unequi- 
'* vocally ftated our principles, we (hall condude by obferving 
" that the bill juft paiTed in Ireland is of a nature to awaken the 
^^jealoufy of every friend to freedom and humanity — will render 
ft every exertion juftifiable, fliould a fimilar attack upon confti- 
•* tutional freedom be attempted here." 

In Ofiober, 1793, the Scotch Convention having met, oC 
which we have all of us heard fo much*out of this place, you 
will find that a letter had been received from a Mr. Sinclair, to- 
gether with an addrefs from Skirving, who was fecretary to the 
Convention and Friends of the people in Scotland, by the Lon- 
don Conftitutional Society 5* an extraordinary meeting of the 
fociety was therefore called at the Crown and Anchor to con- 
fider the utility and propriety offending delegates to a Conven- 
tion of delegates of the different ibcieties in Great Britain, at 
Edinburgh, for the purpofe cf obtaining a parliamentary reform. 

Upon the 28th of Odober, 1793, this fociety came to a refor 
lutton to fend delegates to that convention, and the two perfons 
ele£bed were Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Yorke ; and perhaps one can-, 
not ftate a more ftriking inftance of the extraordinary power of 
a fmall (bciety, ai&liatlng itfelf with focieties, fpread all over the 
whole kingdom., than by ftating that Sinclair, who was deputed 
from Ais fociety, meeting with other delegates in Scotland, had 
no difficulty of aflaming with others the tide of a delegate to the 
Brltifh Convention — to affert their right to do zQs in contradic- 
tion to the Icglflature — than by telHng you that this Yorke and 
Sinclair were deputed from this fociety by a poll, in which he, 
who had the majority, had feventeen votes only; Mr. Yorke and 
Mr. Sinclair are accordingly fent down, and they go with all the 
delegation of the power of the people, which this Conftitutional 
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Society, thus aiHliated, could give them, and what they thought 
it was you will fee prefently.— The London Correlponding So- 
ciety was not to be backward in fornaing this Convention in 
Scotland — and, accordingly, you will fee in the evidence, which 
I have to ftate to you, a confiderable deal of contrivance on the 
fart of the prifoner at the bar, in order to bring about that con- 
vention in Scotland, for, Gentlemen, he writes a letter to the 
Norwich Conftitutional Society, which deferves your very fen- 
ous attention, in which he exprefles himfelf thus—** We have 
*^ to acknowledge, at once, your favours of the 3d of September 
" and 14th inftant ; multiplicity of bufinefs prevented my an- 
■* fwering your firfl-, but will now inform you that the fpirit, 
** (hewn in it, gave great fatisfaftion to our fociety at large ; 
•* the rejoicings for the capture of Valenciennes were not con- 
** fined to Norwich alone : the ignorant every where elfe through-^ 
** out the nation betrayed their imbecility on the occafion— 
•* the taking of a town, the flaughtering of thoufands of human 
** beings,. the laying wafle whole provinces, or the enflaving a 
^* nation (however great evils they may be) can only retard 
•* for a fmall fpace of time the progrefs of truth and reafon, 
** Be not difheartened, therefore, purfue your plan, inftruS man- 
•* kind, and conftitutionally fet your faces againft exifling abufesj 
** be affured that many are our friends, who only wait a favourable 
** opportunity to openly join us, while our enemies have much 
** enfeebled themfelves and their caufe by their arbitrary exer-* 
"tions; dcfpotifm is at its kft gafp-r— one or two campaigns 
** more will terminate its cxiftence, 

** We are glad to fee that you begin to make a proper ufe of 
^* delegation ; where bodies of men are too numerous to be con- 
** vened cafily on every occafion, delegation is the heft, and 
** indeed the only way to obtain the general opinion. Scotland, 
** improving on the idea, have not only fummoqed their oVn 
^* delegates, but alfo invite tbofe of every other fociety to attend 
** a kind of Convention," (as if Mr. Hardy knew nothing about 
it) " which is to be held at Edinburgh on the 29th inft^ntr-thc 
*' enclofed paper, which I, previous to the communicating your 
** letter to our committee, (whi(;h will meet only to-morrow}» 
*' qiak^ haflc tq tranfmit to yoii, will fliew you that your fo- 
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** clety is included in the general invitation to fend delegates to 
** that meeting, which we exhort you to do, if you poflibly can ; 
*' I firmly belieTe our fociety will not mifs the opportunity of 
** doing the fame." 

Now you will find that upon the 5th of 0£h)ber, 1793, Hardy, 
who wrote this letter upon the lytb, wrote to Slcirving in this 
Way — '* With pleafurc I perufe your favour of the ad iAftant^ 
**bttt, as yet, have feen nor heard nothing of the two topics of 
*' Mr. Riuir's trial, which you mention as being fent to the fo- 
*^ ciety and to myfelf— be kind enough, notwithftanding, to return 
^ that gentleman thanks for his polite attention, and aiTure him 
** that we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom, as well 
** as Mr. Palmer, and that our warmeft. hopes are, that the op- 
*^ pi^ors of mankind will either be afliamed or afraid of carry- 
** ing their revengeful malice into execution, 

« The general Convention, which you mention, appears to 
^ Mr. Margarot (to whom alone 1 have communicated y<>ur 
•* letter) and myfelf to be a very excellent meafure, and as fach^ 
** / could wijh youj without dilay^ to communicate it afficiaUf t$ 
*^ our fociety without any ways mentioning that you had writtem. 
** to me privately^f in your official letter you (hould require 
^^ us to fend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt but 
*' our fociety would, with pleafure^ accept the invitation 5 and i 
*« am perfuadcd it may do much good.— Our freedom, as you 
** juftly obferve, depends entirely upon ourfelves j and, upon our 
V availing ourfelves of this opportunity, which, once loft, may 
" not be recovered fo foon. I am glad to difcover by your tefti- 
*' mony that I was by no ways miftaken in the high opinion I al- 
** ways had of Lord Daer's patriotifm : a tide may be a bar to 
• " difinterefled patriotifm, but it feems he has evinced not to be 
^ an infuperable one. 

^* You are right, it is true, that we have bad another general 
"meeting, at which a haftily compofed, and fuddenly produced 
** addrefs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be pre- 
** fented, but, on a cool revifal, the faid addrefs being found to 
^ be more ill-natured than fpirited, mote dangerous in its lan- 
" guage than'advantageous in its objeft, befides being too long, 
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*« Ac ccimm;i(tet, With the approbation of the majority of thr 
^^ focicty^ nave adopted another, much fafer, more appoijte, and 
^ relating folely to the war ; eiv?ioied you hs^ve a copy of it, but 
*^ you was mifinformed when you was told wefViflMany rcfoju^ 
^' tiom at that meetings for we only came to one, and that rather of 
.'* a private nature^ namely, that the conduct of Sir James Sander- 
'^ fon, in preventing the meeting of the London Correfponding 
" Society, at the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, was of fuch a na- 
'^ ture as to place him below our cenfure." 

Gentlemen, the London ConftitMtional Society gave their 
delegates, Mr. Yorke and Mr. Sinclair, certain inftrudions,, and 
I ought here to tell you, by way of explaining the effe^ of, wh«t 
I am now to ftate, that^the maAner of keeping the books of the 
'London Conditutional Society, as I underhand it, was this — 
The refolutions, made upon one night, were taken upon loofe 
minutes, either by the fecretary, or by other perfons, who 3i9ed 
in his abfcnce, or in his preiience, when he was not dbipg that 
duty himfelf : they were entered, before the fubfequeot night of 
meeting, regularly in the book, and the firft thing done upon the 
fubfequent night of meeting was to read the refolutions ^bich 
were made upon the former night, and to fee that they were cor- 
re£l : now it will paturally occur that the minutes may explain 
the. book, and the book may explain the minutes: now, when 
they come to draw the minutes, which you will have for the in>- 
ftru<3ion of their delegates at a Conventioj;), which was to be held • 
in Scotland^ the firft idea was to inftrud thofe delegates to peti- 
.tion parliament : but they feem to have recollected that that was 
a meafure, whK:h had been abai^loned fome months before by 
all the focieties» with whom they wefe aiEliated : they therefore 
jtruck out of their minutes the purppfe of applying to parliaxuent>. 
and they fend inftrudions in thefe words. 

« The delegates are inftru£led, on the pait of the fociety, to 
/^ aflift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitudpnal 
" meafures for procuring a real reprefeutation of the Comnf>ons 
.*' of Great Britain in parliament — that, in fpccifying the redrefs 
" to be demanded of exifting abufes, the delegates ought never 
f* to lofc fight of the two effemial principles, general fuiFrage, 
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** :in<i annual reprefcntation, together wiA the Mnalienible right 
^ in the people to reform, and that a reafonaMe and known 
«* compenfatien ought to be made to the reprefcntatives of the 
** nation by a national contribution/* What they meant by the 
reprefentatmes /^ the nation, after what I have already read td 
you, I thinkyou cannot poffiUy miftake« 

The London Corrcfponding Society are fomewhat bolder in . 
the inftruftions, which they fend with their delegates to the 
Convention in Scotland : you will find thefe inftrudions are to 
the following ^Stdt. — By article the ift, flie delegate is in- 
ftrufled '^ that he ihall on no account depart from the originsd 
*' objefl, and principle of this fociety > naipely, the obtaining 
^ annual parliaments, and uniyerfal ruSrage, by rational and iaw- 
** ful means. 

*' 2d, To fupport the opinions that reprefentatives in parlia^ 
^' ment ought to be paid by their cpoftituents. 

" 7th, That it is the doty of the people"— now, Gentlemen, 
I beg your attention ta this, it is the principle, upon which the 
Convention in Scotland was formed, and upon which it a6led ; 
^^ That it i& the duty of the people to refill any 2& of parliament, 
** repugnant to Ae original principles of the conftitution, as 
5* would be every attempt to prohibit afibciations for the purpoftr 
« of reform." 

Gefttkmen, th^re is no government in this country, if this 
principle is to be allied upon, becaufe nobody can tell to what 
extent it will go, and accordingly you will fee that thefe dele- 
gates, who went into Scotlaxid, with this authority in their hands> 
carried the authority far beyond the refiftance, which they were 
authorized to make according to the principles here laid dawn, 
and they ftate a great variety of cafes, all approved afterwards, 
both by the London Corrcfponding, and the Conftitutional So- 
Wiyb in which the People, and the Convention of the people^ 
were to refift. parliament. 

Gentlemen, thefe focieties, having fent delegates to the Con- 
vention in Scotland, I proceed now to ftate that^the afts of that 
Conventioh, to the extent at leaft to which the delegates from 
this country were authorized to a 3:, are evidence agaiaft 'thbfe, 
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^ho fent them^ and therefore againft the perfons here indi^led*^ 
But, further, they communicated to the focieties here, particu* 
larly to the prifoner at the bar, their ads, and the focieties berof 
in dtfti^iS: refolutions, a£ling upon confiderationi approved their 
whole conduft: they therefore made that conduift of their dele- 
gates in the Convention in Scotland, whether it was agreeable to 
the original authority, which was given them or not, their own; 
they adopted it by giving it their fubfequent approbation. 

Gentlemen, you will find, firft of all, that they received a let- 
ter from the Sheffield fociety, affiliating with them, in which it 
was propofed to deternune like EngHflimen. 

That, after receiving a great deal of other correfpor^dence, 
which I will not trouble you with reading, the focieties here pre- 
pare to fend delegates to Scotland. Mr. Skirving fent a circu- 
lar letter upon the arrival of the Englifh delegates to the dele- 
gates of all the aflfociations in Scotland, which were extremeTy 
numerous, and very widely extended, and I think the delegates of 
thefe different focieties came together to the number of iScf. 
After fitting fome time, Mr. Margarot, you will find, who was 
the delegate of the London Correfponding Society, reprefents to 
the body there met — '* That the Societies in London were very 
*^ numerous, though fometimes flui^uattng; that in fome part of 
** England whole towns are reformers ; that in Sheffield and the 
♦* environs there arc 50,000 ; that in Norwich there arfi thirty 
** focieties in one ; that if they could get a Convention of Eng- 
'• land and Scotland called, they (night reprefent fix orfeven 
^^ hundred thoufand males, which is a majority of all the adults in 
*' the kingdom." 

You will find Mr, Margarot moves that, previous to publifli- 
ing an addrefs to the public, a committee fhould be appointed to 
confider the means, and draw up a plan of general union and 
co-operation between what ? Not between any focieties in the 
two nations, but a plan of general union and co-operation be^ 
tween the two nations. In their conftitutional purfuit of a theory 
of Parliamentary Reform, they ilyle themfelves a Convention^ 
and this, Gentlemen, is extremely material for you to attend 
to j. they ftyle themfelves^ ^^ the Britiih Convention of the de- 
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•• delegates of the people aflbciated to obtain univcrfal fuffrage 
" and annual parliaments.'* Then I afk what is a Convention 
of the people according to thefe focieties ? According to the 
proceedings in Scotland, a Convention of the people is a Con- 
vention of the delegates from thefe focieties in England and 
Scotland. 

They aflcrt that the people have in them all civil and political 
authority; .and they, repeatedly, again and again, ftom the mo* 
ment that this Convention was formed in Scotland to the mo- 
ment of its difperflon, more efpecially at the time of its difper- 
iion, more efpecially ftill from the time of its difperiion till the 
time of a meeting on the aoth of January at the Globe Tavern, 
and on the 27th of March, when another Convention was pro- 
pofed, as I ftated at the outfet, they repeatedly and in the moft 
preffing terms ftate that now or never was the time, when the peo- 
ple were to meet, when they were to aft by their own force, when 
they were courageoufly to prepare themfelves for the event, and 
to (hew thofe, whom they called their oppreflbrs and plunderers, 
that they were a brave people, in whom valour was not extln£l. 

. Having thus met together, upon the principles of the French 
fyftem, which took place upon the loth of Auguft 1792, they 
proceed diredily to the French practices, which took place then 
in the National AiTembly of France, took place then becaufe the 
People in France were underflood to be reprefented by a Con- 
vention; thefe delegates taking upon themfelves alfo to be a 
Convention of the people, they inftitutcd Primary Societies^ they 
divided the country into departments^ they appointed Provincial 
JJfemblies^ they have Committees of Uniony they thank for patriotic 
donations^ they ajpdme an epochs they appoint a Secret Committee to 
^ be called together upon extraordinary emergencies ; and upon the 
28th of November, 1793, they come to a refolution, to which I 
muft beg your moft ferious attention. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, you will remember that they went 
with authorities, which ftated to them that it was the duty of the 
people, which people they had taken upon themfelves to repre- 
fent, to refift any ad of Parliament^ that (hould be made for a 
particular purpofe. It is hardly, I tbipk, to be contended, that 
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the great bulk of the people of this country, happy in their poli- 
tical exigence, as undoubtedly they are, remaining happy in 
their political exiftence, becaufe they do not feel grievances, (till 
tjjcy are taught by malignant induftry to believe that they exift,) 
I mean to fuch a degree as to call for meafures of this fort, could 
believe that the legiflature of the country, doing juftice to the fub- 
jefb, whom it is bound to protcft, would permit a proceeding of 
this kind to go ofi — ^yet, Gentlemen, confiding fo much as thefe 
perfons did in the fuppofed {Ute of their number in that country, 
and of thofe who were to be connefted with them in this, you will 
find that, upon the 28th of November 1793, one of the perfons 
bdonging to that Convention, Citizen Sinclair, I think, the 
members all {landing up upon their feet for the greater folemnity 
of the thing, propofes this refolution — " Refolved, that the fol- 
" lowing declaration and refolutiojis be ihferted at the end of our 
" minutes — "That this Convention"— now if it be poffible to fay 
that any Convention means to a£i as a Convention of the People, it 
isthat which fets itfelf above the legiflature in the aft it is doing— 
*' That this Convention cohfidering the calamitous confequences 
** of any aft of the legiflature, which may tend to deprive the 
** whole or any part of the people of their undoubted right to 
*< meet, either by tbemfelves, or by delegation, to difcufs any mat- 
" ter relative to their common intereft, whether of a public or 
" private nature, and holding the fame to be totally inconfiftent 
" with the firft principles and fafety of fociety, and alfo fubver- 
<« five of our known and acknowledged conftitutional liberties/' 
Gentlemen, permit me to call your attention to this, that this 
declaration, in its principles, follows the inftruftions that they had 
received, that, if any attempt was made to bring in a Conven- 
tion bill, they were then to do fo and fo. They then proceed 
thus—** Do declare before God and the world, that we ihall fo]- 
** low the wholefome example of former times, by paying no re- 
^ gard to any aft, which (hall militate againft the conftitution of 
<• our country" — That is faying, that the will of the legiflature is 
not a better judge of what is an aft againft the' conftitution of 
tKe country, than the affiliated clubs at Edinburgh— <* and (ball 
^' continue to aflemble and conftder of the beft means by which 
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" we can accompllQi a real rcprcfentation of the people/* is that 
a parliament ? — " and annual cleftion untir* — what — •* until 
" compelled to defift by fuperior force. 

"And wedorefolve that the firft notice given"— The firft 
notice— Parliament is not even to difcufs the thing : but, if art 
intimation of it is made in Parliament — " That the firft notice 
" given for the introdu£Hon of a Convention bill, or any bil! of 
^^ a fimilar tendency to that paflTed in Ireland in the laft feffion of 
** their Parliamerit, er any bill for the fufpcnfion of the Habeas 
** Corpus Aft, or the aS for prevcjiting wrongous imprifonment, 
" and againft undue delays in (rials in North Britain, or in cafe of 
*' an invafion** 

Gentlemen, I call back to your recolleftion the letter of Skir- 
ving— -I call back to your recolleftion not only the letter of Skir- 
ving, but that the troops of liberty were promifed to be fent with 
bayonets and pikes from that country, which at this moment was 
likely to invade us—** or the admiffion of any foreign troops 
" whatfoevcr into Great Britain or Ireland*'— If the Parliament 
of this country, for the purpofe of protefting itfelf againft that 
foreign invafion, had brought thefe foreign troops into Great 
Britain or Ireland, not being the troops of a nation, with which 
we were at war, this Convention of the people was to aft upon the 
introduftion of fuch foreign troops in the fame manner, as they 
would aft in cafe of an invafion by thofe, who were at war with 
us — what is the conftruftion that follows upon that ?— that, even 
if foreign troops, to meet the exigence of an invafion, were in- 
troduced — what then — "all or any one of thefe calamitous circum- 
« ftances" — why calamitous ? They might be neceflary for the 
very exiftence of the country — ^^ fliall be a fignal to the feveral 
** delegates to repair to fuch place, as the Secret Committee of this 
' " Convention (hall appoint, and the firft feven members ihall 
have power"— to do what?— to do that exaftly, which a Na- 
tional Convention in France would do — ** to declare the fittings 
permanent'* — why ? Becaufe the duly conftituted legiflature of 
the country had dared not to do an aft, but to entertain a delibera* 
tion upon doing an aftr— the firft notice was to cajl together this 
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Convention^ and, being called together, their fittings were to be 
permanent* 

Gentlemen, are the parties to this Convention in Scotland 
fnch ni^n, as would think of bringing themfelves together to de- 
clare their fittings permanent upon fuch a ground, as they ftate 
here, namely, the legiflature of a great country aAing in the execu- 
tion of thei great duties, which belong to the legiflature of that 
country, without fuppofing, by that folemn declaration, that they 
could make their meeting eSe^lual by theadls, which were to 
be carried on for the purpofe of preventing that legiflature from 
deliberating upon fuch duties i By what %Sts could it be done 
but by exertions as they ftile them in the manner of their forefa- 
thers, by force ? By affiliated focieties, exerting their phyfical 
flrength, that phyfical exertion, which Mr. Barlow obferves Is 
to be preceded or precluded by fpreading ufeful kno^edge^ and 
that ufeful knowledge being that, which is to beat down the ex- 
ifting authority of King, Lords, and Commons. 

** The Convention therefore refolve, that each delegate imme- 
^^ diately on his return home do convene his conftituents and 
^^ explain to them the neceffity of ele&ing a delegate or dele- 
'^ gates, and of eftablifliiag a fund without delay, againft any of 
. *< thefe emergencies, for his or their expence, and that they do 
. <^ inftruA the faid delegate or delegates to hold themfelves 
« ready." 

Gentlemen^ you fee what they expe(9ed from the legiflature 
—they knew diat what they were doing ought to provoke the 
> legiflature to do what they meant to forbid the legiflature to do : 
and they inftrud their delegate or delegates to bold themfelves 
ready— ♦* to depart at one hour's warning." Well might Mr. 
Skirving fay, that a month's delay^ and the whole was Ifft : well 
might Mr. Hardy fay, what he fays in letters I (hall produce pre- 
fently, that if the opportunity Ts loft now, it is Joft for ever— • 
we muft a£t now, or we never can. Having fome reafon to fup- 
4>ofe that this Convention would be difperfed, they then with 
great folemnity come to another refolution : 

<^ That the moment of any illegal difperfion of the Britifli 
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^' Convention fliall be confidered as a fummonf to die delegates 
** to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention 
*^ of emergency by the Secret Committee, and that the Secret 
^Committee be inftruded without delay to proceed to fix 
'* the place of meeting." Gentlemen, afbr thefe refolutions it 
became neceflary to do a little more, that ii, to declare ypoa 
what principles this Convention exifted. Now mark the prin* 
ciples, and do your Country juftice : apply fo much of the obfer- 
vations that I have made to you, as are worthy your attention, to 
what I have before ftated as the neceflary connexion between 
the principle and praftice of Mr. Paine, and of thcfe Societies. 

Gentlemen, thefe principles brought together the French 
Convention— what is the practice then, that flows out. of the 
principle? Why it is the aflemUing of a Convention upon 
principles obliging it to fit for the purpofe of declaring that the 
legiflature (hall do nothing, but what they liked : that is to all 
intents and purpofes a National Convention j if not a Conven- 
tion for an eternal reform, at leaft a Convention,{that prohibits the 
legiflature to do any thing, but what is agreeable to them. Then, 
having met for the execution of the pradice, they proceed imme- 
diately to the declaration of the principle — but they do not pro- 
ceed to a declaration of the principle till they have done that 
ftrong and folemn ad, which I have ftated : then they refolve 
*^ that a Committee be appointed to draw up a declaration" 
This is France exa£Hy— It is the South wark focicty in 1792— a 
^ declaration of the natural imprefcriptible rights of man, and that 
^< the (ame be prefixed to an addrefs to the people of Great Bri- 
" tain. That a committee of obfervation,'* that is, for the bet- 
ter eflFedhating the purpofe that they had before declared, <^ be 
^ appointed in London to give the earlieft intimation of any mo* 
*< tion of the kind mentioned in the foregoing refolutions to the 
^ diflTerent focieties." 

You will then find that they met in a place, which they call 
C$nventm Hally under the name of the Britifl) Convention^ and 
then they are informed that the London Correfponding Society 
would undertake to be that Committee of obfervation, which, 
they fay, ought to cxift— and then you will find that the members 
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tnentibaed that they had thou&nds of their conftituents in Len* 
don, Sheffield, Norwich, Leeds, &c. and that the Convention 
was to look at itfelf as in its true nature a CommitUi of the Peo- 
^/f— that therefore it was neceflary to have, as they have in 
France, Prwrnry Societies^ who (bouid be coniiilted.— ia otb^r 
iKTords, that this Committee of the popple ajt Edijiburgh, which 
uras to overrule the legiflature, was. itfelt to b^ averrule4 by 
thefe Primary S^cieties^ thefe primary focittxett themfdv^ bein; 
overruled by the leaders of die great ckibs^ fjrQip w^ich they 
emanated, and fo forming in this country a.governinent,. under 
the power of a Jacobin Club, and that government deftr-qying 
the prefent exifting legifliature ofr the kingdom. 

You will alfo find that, before tbde perfiwis parted, Mr. Mar- 
garet communicated to his conftttuents the proceedings of this 
body, which he ftyles always the Convention of the Pittfie aiTociated 
to obtain annual parliaments, and univerfal fuflErage. Ttere are 
letters which I (hall lay before you, without detailing them, flafr> 
ing that they looked up to the London Correfpondii^ Societjr, 
and the Society for Conftitutional Information — thattfaeir a^ive 
exertions were neceflary for the accomplifliing the pcojefts, which 
they fitting in Edinburgh were to execute ; and. then the two de- 
legates of the London Correfponding Society write to Mr. Hac- 
dy, as the Secretary of that fociety, an account of dieir proceed- 
ings— -they give him an account of that folemn motion, and of 
the manner of making it, which 1 have juft been detailing to 
you— they ftate to him that they had determined to affemble in 
Convention in any fuch cafe — ^that the appointment of the place, 
which is a circumftance I beg your moft ferious attention to, was 
left to a Secrtt Committee; but then they fend to him an account of 
the motion, informing him in the letter — that " letters convey 
" but very imperfedily, and with no great degree of fafety, what 
^ we might wifli to inform each other of." 

Now what do you think it is that they do not inform him of 
in this letter— ^they do not inform him in this letter, becaufe let* 
ters will not convey every thing fafely — that the Convention was 
to meet in cefe of invafion-^th2X was a fecrct, which durft not be 
Ifuiled %Q correfpondence by letter, and becaufe it exifted ii> that 
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modon which was made^ every other part of it being communi- 
cated even in a letter, they confider it of fuch a nature, that they 
determine not to iofert it even in their own minutes. 

This Secret Committee having been appointed in the Scotch 
Convention, the hH being communicated to the London Cor- 
reiponding Society by their delegates, you will likewife find th^t 
Mr. Sinclair, the delegate from the Conftitutional Society to th^e 
fociety at Edinburgh, was not behindhand in the communication 
of it : he communicates the proceedings, anddefires that a Secret 
Committee may be appointed in that fociety. It was not long 
after this, that the wifely exerted power of the magiftracy of that 
country difperfed that Convention. The difperfion of that Con- 
vention, which, from what I have before ftated to you, was con- 
ceived to be a body that muft then do its work, or its work ne- 
ver would be done, fuggefted to the focieties of this country the 
neceffity of undertaking the fame bufmefs, of undertaking it at 
the fame hazard, knowing that the projedl muft either then be 
accomplKhedf or that it never could thereafter be attempted— 
for that no Government could permit fuch a Convention as this 
to meet, when its nature was really underftood, without taking 
fome means to protect itfelf againft the confequences of the ex- 
iftence of fuch a Convention. 

Gentlemen, you will therefore find that, after they had been 
difperfed, and after, in confequence of that difperfion, fomeof 
them had been punifhed in Scotland by fentences which were 
pronounced upon offences, not ftated in the records of that 
court in fo aggravated a way againft them as th^y might, in my 
humble opinion, have been ftated, that it then became neceftary 
that fome ftep (hould be taken immediately to prevent the mif- 
chief, which was meditated ; for you will find, in the evidence, 
propofitions in thefe focieties about a refcue, which failed ; but 
you will find in their correfpondence from Scotland, and their 
correfpondence from thofe (hips in which the members of the 
Scotch Convention were, before they failed in execution of their 
fentences, not only the ftrongeft invitations to do fome ftrong 
a&s in this country to both focieties, but, on the other hand, the 
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ftrongeft and moft unequivocal declarations by both Societies, 
that thefe ftrong a£b mud be done. 

Gentlemen, you will find that before they left Scotland, 
upon the 1 1 th of December, 1793, ^^^^c is a letter from Mr. 
Margarot to Mr. Hardy to this effeft — ** We received your 
** letter arid remittance yefterday, ?nd ihall be glad to receive 
•* another fuch without delay, 

** The Convention you will fee has declared itfelf permanent; 
*' they are to fit in fome other part of the country, which is 
** not yet declared," 

Gentlemen, Mr. Sinclair, the Delegate of the Conftitutipnal 
Society, came to London. I have before obferved to you, from 
a letter of Gerald and Margarot, that there were fome things 
that could not fafely be conveyed by letter. Margarot writes 
a letter from Edinburgh to the prifoner, in which he fays— 
** My colleague Gerald alfo propofes to leave this place the 
" latter end of this, or the beginning of the next week : He will- 
** explain himfelf to you : Pray fend him money for this jour- 
** ney, &c. He is now gone to Perth on very urgent bufincfs, 
** Since Sinclair's departure nothing new has occurred, except the 
** formation of a Society fomewhere about the Grampion Hills*' 
—this (hews thefpiritof fraternization — ** they have already made 
«* a fubfcription towards it i Again wc are interrupted, and likely 
** to lofe the poft, unlefs I difpatch this immediately." 

Upon the 22d of December, 1793, another letter is written 
to Mr. Hardy by the feme gentlem;in, which probably led, in 
fome degree, to the tranfadlions that I have to ftate, as having 
paffed in January, 1794 ; for, after ftating what had happened 
to himfelf in Scotland, he fays — " Sheffield has on this pccafion 
" exhibited a moft manly fpirit" — The Sheffield Society had at 
that time fent out fome exceflively ftrong refojutions, which I 
ftiall give you in evidence in the courfe of this bufxnefs— '* I 
** am extremely mortified to find fo great a difference betweeen 
** them and the London Correfpoqding Society ; it is not how- 
** ever too late. For God'5 fake fend forth fome very ftrqng 
** rcfolutions, and above all, talk of impeachments, andpfpe- 
** titioning the King to rempve from their offices thofe perfons 
** who have thus violated the laws of the realm," 
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You will find from a letter of the 24th of December, that 
Margarot, a delegate of the London Society, a delegate 
of Norwich, and a Mr. Brown, who was the delegate 
from Sheffield, had gone to attend a general meeting of the 
Society of the Friends of Freedom in Eaft Lothian, and 
then the expreffion is—" The time is come that wemuji Jhew 
** ourfelves worthy of liberty^ or defervedly kfe it. The oppo- 
** £tion of our adverfaries is demonftration of the propriety 
** and efficacy of the means which we have employed to ob- 
« tain it." 

Upon the 27th of December, 1793, you will find Mr. Mar- 
garot ftates that Mr. Gerald was gone to Perth ; that he him- 
felf had been in Eaft Lothian ; that they had been well eiiv- 
ployed ; that they muft fend out fpirited refolutions ; and you 
will find that upon the nth of January, 1794* Mr. Hardy 
writes a letter to Norwich, relative to the proceedings I have 
now been ftating, the Conftitutional Society firft, and the 
London Correfponding Society afterwards, having in their pub- 
lic a£h approved every thing that this Convention had done. 
Mr* Hardy's letter runs thus ; 

** I have juft received a letter from Citizen Margarot, at Edin- 
** burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you 
" will fee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and fentenced 
** for fourteen years tranfportation to Botany Bay. Margaret's 
** trial comes next ; he meets it with great firmnefs and refolu- 
** tion. I have no time to make piy comments on the pro- 
" ceedings, but I think our opponents are cutting their own 
** throats as.faft as they can — Now is the time for us to do fome- 
" thing worthy of men : the brave defenders of liberty^ fouth of the 
** Englifh Channel J are performing wonders^ driving their enemies 
** before them like chaff before the whirlwind. Margarot tells me 
" that he has not time to write to you juft now, but he hope^ 
" to have time very foon, when his trial is over, and immured 
" in a prifon. The London Correfponding Society is to have a 
** general meeting and an anniverfary dinner on Monday the 
** 20th inftant, at the Globe Tavern, Strand." 

Gentlemen, you will find that Mr. Margarot, this delegate, 
with whom Mr. Hardy is thus in correfpondence, writes to the 
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Norwich United Societies--^* This morning ten fbips of war 
** have left Spithead for the Channel ; and it is here reported, 
*' that the Breft Fleet is out. Rumour, always magnifying things^ 
*' fays there are feventy fail of the French at fea ; if fo, there 
" muft be a number of tranfports among them^ and a defcent may 
** probably he the confequence—for God's fake^ my worthy friends^ 
**' do not relax in the caufe of Freedom.'* -^l^oyr what conne<SiiQa 
had a defcent with the caufe of freedom ? — *« Continue as yew 
** have begun ; confolidate your own Societies—unite with 
** others — perfevere, and make no doubt, but fooner or later, 
*' your endeavours will be crowned with fvjcccfs." 

Gentlemen, I come now to ftate to you the proceedings of 
the year 1794, as far as they depend upon written evidence; 
and it muft be a fatisfadlion to the mind of every man, who 
hears me, that, in the courfe of this bufinefe, whatever ohfer- 
vations may arife upon the parol evidence, that will be given 
you, I think you will find fo ftrong a confirmation of all you 
are to hear in the written evidence, that is to be laid before you, 
* that thefe obfervations cannot poffibly miflead you from coming 
to the true conclufion upon the whole of the evidence, what- 
ever that may be. 

Gentlemen, the Conftitvjtional Society, having fent their 
delegate to the Scotch Convention, you will find that, at a 
meeting of the 17th of January, 1794, the following refolutions 
were come to, to which I muft defire your particular attention, 
more efpecially as there are fome circumftances belonging to the 
compofition of thofe refoIutioBS, which appear to me to be worthy 
of attention. I have before told you that thefe refolutions were 
ufually drawn from minutes — the original minutes ftill cxift, 
and'perhaps they (hew that difcretion, writh which men are 
fometimes able to ftate, indifferent ways, precifely the fame 
thing: I fay, that thefe refolutions of the 17 th of January, 
1 794, were meant to excite the fubjeiSs of this country to refift-- 
ance. 

<< Refolved, That law ceafes to be an objedl of obedience, 
** whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion. 
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** Rcfolvcd, That we recall to mind, with the deepcft fatif- 
•* fa6lion, the merited fate of the infamous JefFeries, once Lord 
•* Chief Juftice of England, who, at the aera of the glorious 
** Revolution, for the many initjuitous featences which he 
" had pafled, was torn to pieces hy a brave and injured people.*' 
This is applied to the Judges of Scotland, who executed the law 
upon fuch fads as I have been ftating. — " That thofe who 
" imitate his example deferyed his fate"— this fort of intimation 
might hav^ a tendcnqy,^ I hope it had not, to put in any peril 
thofe who did, *in the regular courfe, and in the due courfe of 
their judicial duties, pafs thofe featences, to which thefc refo- 
lutions allude. 

** That the Tweed, though, it may divide countries, ought 
** not, and do^s, not, make ^ feparation between thofe prin- 
** ciples. of common feverity in which EngHflimen and Scotch- 
** men arp equally interefted; that injuftice in Scotland is 
**^ injuftice in England ; and that the fafety of Engliflimen is 
** endangered, whenever their brethren in Scotland, for a 
" conduft which entitles them to the approbation of all zuife^ 
** and the fupport of all brave men, are fentenced to Botany 
•^ Bay, a punifhment hitherto inflifted only on felons. 

" That we fee with regret, but we fee without fear, that the 
** period is faft approaching when the liberties of Britons"— *this 
was in January — " muft depend, not upon reafon^ to which 
'** they have long appealed, nor on their powers of expreffing it, 
** but on their firm and undaunted refolution to oppofe tyranny 
•* by the fame means by which it is exercifed." Now what is 
the tyranny ? The exercife of the regular government of the 
country. What is the means by which it is exercifed ? The 
application of the force of the country in fupport of the govern- 
ment of the country. What is this refolution then ? Why that 
the means, which the government takes in the regular exercife 
of its funftions, ought now to be refift:cd — " We fee it with re - 
*' grct, but do not fee it with any fear," 

That a breach of allegiance was contemplated you can have no 
doubt, for you will fee in the original of this, that it ftood thus : 
That, " as allegiance and protection are reciprocal, law ceafes 
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" to be an objcdl of obedience, whenever it become^ an Inftnx- 
** ment of oppreflion."— Couple that, as it ftood originally, 
with the third refolution, and what is it ? Why it is — ^That the 
proteftion, which was due fix)m him to whom allegiance is due, 
has not been afforded: therefore allegiance is no longer due. 
** We fee with regret, but we fee without fear, that the period 
" is faft approaching, when the liberties of Britons muft depend, 
** not upon reafon, to which they have long appealed, nor on 
•• their powers of expreffing it, but on their firm and undaunted 
** refolution to oppofe tyranny by the fame means by which it 
*' is cxercifed/' 

You will alfo find that it ftood, " that Engliflimen feel the 
** oppreffion of Scotchmen, which they are determined to refill 
** at the hazard of their lives" — You will find the laft refolu- 
tion, in the minutes, comparing the genuine reprefentatives of 
this country, in the Houfe of Commons, with this Convention 
ii^ Scotland, which Convention in Scotland had taken upon itfelf 
to refolve upon refiftance to even a motion, in either Houfe of 
Parliament of this country, in the execution of their duty, thus: 

** That we approve of the conduA of the Britifh Convention, 
^* who, though allailed by force, have not been anfwered by ar- 
*^ guments, and who, unlike the Members of a certain AiTembly, 
** have no intereft diftindl from the common body of the people" 
•^The words originally ftood — ^who ** being the incorrupt repre- 
'* fentatives of many thoufandsy have fpoken the language of 
^^ truth and firmnefs." Can I make this Court the inftrument 
of conveying to the public, what I confefs I do moft anxiouily 
wi(h to make it the inftrument of conveying to the public, as 
far as it is fit, in the execution of the duty that I am now dif- 
charging, that they may underftand what it is that men, when 
they are fcattering thefe libels through the country, mean— 
** This Convention, aflailed by force, have not been anfwered 
by arguments" — How was it poffible to anfwer thofc by argu- 
ments, who were coming to folemn and facred refolutions, which 
they did not even dare to put upon the face of their own mi-^ 
nutes ? How were we to anfwer thofe by argument, who were 
wprJcing under ground till they had blown up the government, 
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and then fay, you cannot point out that wc have been afting 
ill, becaufe wc won't tell you how we have been afting ? 

Upon the i6th, Mr. Margarot writes^again^ leaving them to 
purfue what fort of condu£l they pleafe. 

Then there is a letter of fome importance of the 28th of Ja- 
nuary» which b written to the perfon who ftands at the ban — 
** Wc have juft received notice from the Sheriff to hold our- 
** felves ready to depart at an hour's warning : we go by night : 
•• we imagine to Newgate : look out for us.'* 

Gentlemen, you will likewife find a letter from Mr. Margarot 
to Mr. Hardy, of great confequencc, as it explains many of the 
paflageftin the evidence between the 20th of January, 1794, 
and the time that thofe perfons were apprehended. Margarot 
writes from Edinburgh in this manner : — « Armed aflbciations 
*' are, I perceive, now fet on foot by the rich, wherefore fhoald 
"not the poor do the fame? are you to wait patiently until 
" 20,000 Heffians and Hanoverians come to cut your throats? 
** and will you ftretch forth your necks like lambs to the 
*' butcher's knife, and like lambs content yourfelves with bleat- 
** ing ? Pray let me hear from you foon. Remember me to 
" Mofiatt, Muir, and Palmer, and all fuffering brethren.". 

Gentlemen, upon the 20th of January, 1794, there was a 
meeting at the Globe Tavern ; that meeting, which you will 
permit me to obferve Hardy mentioned in his letter of the nth 
of January, 1794, which I before have fpoken of, when he faid 
the London Correfponding Society were to have a general meet- 
ing, and an anniverfary dinner. Gentlemen, the proceedings 
of that day will deferve your very particular attention. 

*< At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
** held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 20th day 
** of January, 1794, Citizen John Martin in the chair," — when 
I ftate this to you, I ought to fay that I fhall prove the prifoner 
to have been prefent, or to have been connoSed with all the 
tranla£tions that I have been Hating, The following addrefs to 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland, was read and agreed to. 
** Citizens, We find the nation involved in a war, by which in 
7 ** the 
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•* the courfe of one campaign, immenfe numbers of our country- 
** men have been flaughtered; a vaft cxpence has been in- 
'* curred ; our trade, commerce, and manufadories are almoft 
*^ deftroyed ; and many of our manufa<fturers and artUls are 
'^ ruined, and their families ftarving. 

** To add to our affliiftion, we have reafpn to expe£t that 
*^ other taxes will foon be added to the intolerable load of impofts 
" and impofitions, with which we are already oyerwhelmed, 
** for the purpofe of defraying the cxpences which have been in- 
" curred in a fruitlefs crufade, to re-eftablifli the odious def- 
** potifm of France. 

" When we contemplate the principles of this war, we con- 
** fefs ourfelves to be unable to approve of it as a meafure either 
*' of juftice or difcretion ; and, if we are to form our calculation 
** of the refult, from what has already paffed, we can only look 
" forward to defeat, and the eternal difgrace of the Briti{h 
** name. 

** While we are thus engaged in an expend ve and ruinous 
** foreign war, our ftate at liome is not kfs deplorable. 

** We are every daty told by thofe perfons, who are interefted 
•* in fupporting the corruption lift, and an innuraeraKle hoft of 
/' finecure placemen, that the conflitufion of Englatid is the 
*' perfeftion of human wiMom ; that our laws (we fhould ra- 
♦* ther fay their laws) are the perfe6tion of juftiee; and that 
** their admitiiftration of thofe laws is fo impsfrtial and fo ready, 
** as to afibrd an equal remedy both to the rich and to the 
*' poor, by means of which we are faid to be placed in a ftate 
** of abfolute freedom." — The paper then goes on and reafoiis 
upon the ftate of the law in this country, unddr an expofition of 
Magna Charto, which gives as nearly the true meaning of It as 
a man would give, who had nev^r fe^n it. 

*< If we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged privilege 
<* of the people to meet for the fupport and protection of their 
<' rights and liberties, is attempted by terror to be taken away» 
** by a late infamous A& of Parliament. — That was an A6k to 
prevent Convention by dcfejptes with dangerous obje<as, — 
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** Whilfl: titles of honour— no — but of diftionour are lavifked, 
"and new fources of corruption opened to gratify the greedy 
" proftitution of thofe who ai:e the inftruments of this op- 
** preffion, 

" In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been impudently 
" exerted without even the wretched formality of an Aft of 
"Parliament." — A piece of parchment juftice they call an a£k 
in the Convention of Scotland. — " Magiftrates have forcibly irt- 
" traded into the peaceful and lawful meetings of freemen, and 
" by force (not only without law, but againft^ law) have, 
" under colour of magifterial office, interrupted their delibera- 
" tions, and prevented their affociation. 

** The wifdom and good conduft of the Britifli Convention im 
** Edinburgh has been fuch, as to defy their bittereft enemies 
** to name the law which they have broken, notwithftanding 
" which, their papers have been feized and made ufe of as evi- 
" dence againft them, and many virtuous and meritorious indi- 
" viduals have been, as cruelly as injuflly, for their virtuous 
" aflions, difgraced and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fen- 
" tences of tranfportation , and thefe unjuft and wicked judg- 
" ments have been executed with i rancour and malignity never 
*' before known in this land; our refpedlable and beloved fellow- 
" citizens have been cafl fettered into dungeons, amongft felon$ 
** in the hulks, to which they were not fentenced. 

** Citizens, We all approve the fentiments, and are daily 
** repeating the words for which thefe our refpedkable and valu- 
" able brethren are thus, unjuftly and inhumanly, fuffering ; 
" we do aflbciate'' — mark the exprefGon — " in order to obtain 
*'a fair, free, and full reprefentation of the people in ahoufe 
" 6f real . national reprefentatives." — Now, did the Convention 
at Edinburgh then aflbciate for the purpofe to obtain a fair, free, 
and full reprefentation of the people in a houfe of real national 
reprefentatives? If they did, they alTociated to form that houfc 
of real reprefentatives upon this principle, that they were, as 
Mr. Ski1"ving calls them, the people in Scotland, that they were 
to afliliatfe, and to affociate themfelvcs with fccieties in England ; 
6 and 
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and that, in that (late of affiliation and aflbciation, holding a 
Convention, as they call it, of the People, from delegates of 
thefe focieties, and not from the people — ^to do what ? — why to 
meet as an Affembly, which Aflcmbly was to control the opera- 
tions of Parliament ; of that Parliament, which mud be the 
repreientatives of the Commons of the Nation ; an expreffidn, 
which by the way, they never ufed, adopting generally terms of 
a different import, ** Real National Reprefentatives.** 

** Are we alfo willing to be treated as felons for claiming 
•* this our inherent right ? which we are determined never to 
** forego but with our lives, and which none but thieved and 
«* traitors" — that is perfons adling in the regular execution of 
the funftions of magiflracy — " can wifli to withhold from us : 
*^ confider it is one and the fame corrupt and corrupting in- 
" fluence, which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland, 
** and England: can you believe that thofe, who fend virtuous 
** Iriflimen and Scotchmen, fettered with felons to Botany Bay, jdo 
*' not meditate, and will not attempt to feize the firftmoment, 
•* to fend us after them ? or, if we had not juft caufe to apprc* 
** hend the fame inhuman treatment, if, infiead of the moil im* 
** minent danger, we were in^ perfeft fafety from it, fhould wc 
•' not difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever in which 
•* our honeft Irifli and Scotch brethren did not, equally and as 
** fully, participate with us? Their caufe then, and ours, is 
•* the fame, and it is both our duty and our intereft to ftand or 
«' fall to gether/' 

Gentlemen, recoiled the cxpreffions that I read to you from 
Skirving^s letter : ** will you wait till barracks are erected in 
«> every village, and till fubfidized Heflians apd Hanoverians are 
** upon usf" You will now fee from the proceedings I am ftat- 
ing to you, that the time was cwne^ that they were not only vlr* 
tuous but courageous enough to do an zSt^ which in 1792 and 
1793, ^l^o^g^ ^^^y were virtuous enough to do, they were not 
courageous enough to do. 

*' You may afk perhaps, by what means (hall we feek re- 
<* dre& ? Wc anfwer, that men in a Hate of civilized fociety, 
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** are bound to feek redfifs of the grievances from the laws, as 
** long as any redi^efs can' be obtained by the laws ; but our com- 
*^ mon mafter, whom we fervc, (whofe law is a law of liberty, 
" and whofe fervice is perfedt freedom,) has taught tis riot to ex- 
*' pe<5l to gather* grajpes from thorns, or figs from thiftles : Wi^ 
" muji have redrefs from our own laws.^^ — Were they to be a " 
Convention of the People then without making laws ? They ap- 
prove the whole conduft of the Britifh Cortveation, that 'would 
Hot let others make lawd, and yet were they not to make laws? 

** We mUjlhctue redrefs froth our mijnlaws^^^ arid ridt frdm* 
other laws; — the laws -of Great Britain are thus defcribed;— • 
** the laws of our'plundtrersy enemies^ and opprejfors ;'* indeed, 
if the Legiflaturd of thfeir Country were their plunderers, ene- 
mies, and opprfefliirs, in their notions, it Would be very difficult 
to fiippofe, that they were to have redrefs from the laws of that 
legiflature ; but then it follows, of courfe, that they meant to 
have redrefs from laws made by fome other body, thit had au- 
thority to make laws ; and what that other body is, but the 
Convention which they determine upon, muft,be left for thofe 
to fay, who can find it out. They go on then to fay^ 

** There is no redrefs for a riation circumftanced as ,We are, 
*' but in a fair, free, and full reprefentation of the people." — « 
Now, here again I afk, what is that fair, full, and free repre- 
fentation of the people, not mentioned to be in Parliament ? but 
if it was, it would be precifely the fame phrafe as occurred at 
the time of the Commonwealth. But they take upon them to 
approve of the Britifh Convention, and to unite the two nations 
of England and Scotland, to be a Britifh Convention formed by 
delegates from the different fodieties in this country, and pro- 
fefllng to aft as a Convention of the People ; I fay, that it is that 
fpecles of Convention^ which, in their opinion, was a fair^ free^ 
and full reprefentation of the people^ in which, and which alone, 
they hoped for that redrefs, which they could not hope for from 
the Parliament of Great Britain j thofe, who Were their plunderers, 
their enemies, and opprefTors ? Could it be pofTible for them to 
fuppofe, that they could make Parliament the willing or un- 
valling organ of bringing about this reprefentation of the people 
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to Aibfift by annual fuflfrage and univcrfal rcprefcntation ? GouU* 
it have entered into their imagination that thofe, whom they 
call their plunderei-s, enemies, and oppreflbrs, would ever become 
the voluntary or involuntary inftrument of doing that, which 
was the objed of all thefe Societies, from March. 1791, till t|icy 
were checked in the execution of their purpofes ? 

Then follows a refolutioli that will require likewife your very 
particular attention. " Refolved, That during the enfuing fcf- 
*' fion of Parliament the General Committee of this Society da 
**,ineet daily, for the purpofe of watching the proceedings of the 
** Parliament and of the adminiftration of Xhe government of this 
. •* country-" This was to be publiflied : they do not therefore ven^ 
ture to infert totldem verbis' xhdX refolution, which I have ftated to 
you, was fo folemnly made, and fofacredly fwom to in the Scotch 
Convention, but they refolve — " that upon the firft introiu6liohof 
** any bill or motion inimical to the liberties of the people, fuch as 
<' for landing foreign troops in Great Britain or Ireland, for fuf- 
** pending the habeas corpus afl^ for proclaiming martial law, of 
** for preventing the people from meeting in focieties for Confti- 
** tutional information." — What the meaning of the term confti^ 
tutional is we can judge by this time — that upon any exprefs 
nlbtiori of this nature, " or any other innovation ofajimitar ndture^ 
** that on any rf" thefe emergencies the General Committee fliall 
** iffue fummonfes to the delegates of each divifion, andf alfo to 
•* tHe fecretaries of the different Societies affiliated and correfpond- 
*• ing with this Society, forthwith to call a General Conven- 
** tion of the People^ to be held at fuch place, and in fuch a 
•^ manner, as fhall be fpeclfied in the fummohs, for the purpofe 
" of taking fuch meafures into their confideration.'^ They omit 
the cafe of invafion in this publication. But what is this, fuppofmg 
nothing had pafled in Scotland of what 1 have ftated to you ? What ! 
Is the legiflature, is the rule and government in this great country 
reduced to thisftate, that it fliall find no proteftion in the adminif- 
tration of the law of the country againft perfons, aflbciating and 
affiliating themfelves for the purpofes, which they declare here ? 
Is no motion to be made in Parliament for any purpofe, which thcfc 
Societies choofe to comprehend under the terms ** any other inno* 

" vation/' 
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•* vation/' without explaining what it means? but what? but that, 
bodies of men are to come together, claiming to themfelves the 
civil and, political authority, which exifts in the natural and phy* 
iical qualities of the people, and then to contend that they have 
got a Convention of the People ? 

Now, do they Convene the People ? In faS, it will be (aid, no- 
thing like it. But they call themfelves a Corwent'ion of the People in 
the very terms that they ufe : the fumraonfes are to go to the dele- 
gates of each Meeting, and alfo the Secretaries of the difiercnt So- 
cieties correfponding with this Society, and no where elfe. For 
what purpofe ? To call a General Convention of the People I Then, 
what is tl^e meaning of all that, taking it with its Context? It is 
this : from your laws — the laws of you, our plunderers, enemies, 
and oppreflbrs — we can expe£k no relief : we do not mean to 
come to you for any : but we will watch you, and, if you dare 
to propofe an innovation of any fort, we fhall call a fair^ frecy 
and full reprefentation of the people. Compofed, pray' how? by 
delegates from our Societies, to feek, as a General Convention of 
the People, redrefs from our own laws. It appears to me that 
the reafoning upon this paper is fo whole, ind entire, that it is 
out of the power of human ingenuity to touch it. 

Then they refolve, ** That a hundred thou (and copies of the 
"addrefs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland fliall be 
** printed,'* Then they follow this up with the publication of a 
great many toafts ; and really, when one mentions fuch a thing 
as toads in the trial of a great national caufe, fuch as this un* 
douhtedly is, one is afraid of its finking into infignificance, and 
yet this is a great feature in this caufe. You will find that, pre- 
vioufly to one of the mod feditious meetings, which was ever 
held in this country, that it was thought of importance enough 
that they fliould meet once, twice, or thrice, in committees, in . 
otder to frame toafts, which were beft calculated to inflame their 
minds, and to urge thofe forward, who were already engaged in 
thefe projeds— ** The Rights of Man;"—" The Britifti Con- 
" Vention ;" — " Succcfs to the arms of Freedom, againft whom- 
*^ foever direfted " This is during the war — againft whom 
were the arms of Freedom direded, in the opinion of thcfc per- 
fons? You remember they faid that " the Elector of Hanover 

N a •* may 



i lio ) 

" may join his troops to traitors and robbers ; but the King cf 
*^ Great Britain will do well to remember that this cotintry is not 
** Hanover: ftionH he forget the diftinftion, we will not:" They 
correfponded with the French in Oftober ; and in November 
1792, they ftate to you that the principles of their rcfolutionf 
arethofe, tipon. which they meant to a£k, — th^t GreM Britain 
vras^ now engaged in a war — which they condenmed— in which 
the arms of freedom, as they faid, had never been engaged on the 
part of Great Britain; Then the meaning of the toaft i& obvious* 
Another toaft was-—** The virtuous and fpiritcd Citizens now in 
** Confinement for matters of opinion/' Now, thefe matters of 
opinion are aSs all done in the long tiflue and detail of a confpi- 
racy to fubvctt the monardiical government of this country, 
tinder its prefent legal proriiions and limitations. 

The name of Mr. Froft being mentioned, I mean hira no dlf- 
rcfpeft in faying this — but it is to the purpofe cf this bufinefi to" 
take notice of it—that Gentleman was profecuted in this country 
for this doftrine — *' no King, none iit England, I am for liberty 
** and equality every where.*' What was the confecjuence of 
that? The judgment of the law of England upon him was, that 
he was guilty of an ofFence : he was puniflied : he has fiiffered 
that punifhment, and made an atonement to the law : but thefe 
Gentlemen, who fent Mr. Froft with Mr. Barlow, to ftate fuch ' 
doSrine to France, and bring fuch doftrine hack from France, 
you find that they have a formal refolution that they will fuftain 
this Mr. Froft in all his perfecutions and profecutions. Docs 
that mean nothing ? If Mr. Froft is perfecuted for holding doc- 
trines in the country, which were to put the King out of the 
fyftem, is it no evidence of intention with refpe£t to thofe, who 
engaged in fuch projects, as I have mentioned, that they io come 
ta a refolution, in which they declare that the law, queftioning 
tljc propriety of declarations of that kind, amounts to a perfecu- 
tign, and that he ought to be fuftained againft it ? 

Gentlemen, you will hear from witneflfes^ who were prefent,- 
what the proceedings on the aoth of January, and the getieralf 
c(jmplexk)n and nature of thera were. Mr. Martin being in the 
cliair, and Mr. Hardy being prefent, who was a member of both 
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there focieties, an attetKKng member in bodi ofthem, I wHi gire 
you Martin's accountof the proceeding on the 25id of Januai^, 
1794, in a letter in his own hand writing, fent to Maurice Mafr- 
garot, at Edinburgh, who had advifed, you will rocoHec^, the 
London Correfponding Society to come to fome ftrong rcfolu- 
tions — who had urged that noiv is the time, that two months in 
Scotland would do the bujinffsy provided they did their duty in 

Endand. 

^ • 

^' My dear Sir, I dare fay you^ think I have forgot you frq^i 
^ my not having written to you, but you know my fentiments 
" fo well that it was unneceffary for me, and would probably 
" have been improper to fay much on the fubje£l of your mif- 
" fion*' — then he ftates fomething about private bufinefs. 

" We had a meeting on Monday, I was in the chair— the 
** news-paper gives our numbers at 500, but we were nearer 
^' 1500 : every thing was well conduSedj.that is to fay regukrly, 
^ and the proceedings were tolerably bold. , Mr. Hardy, I dare 
•** fay, has fent you a copy of the addrefs and ref©lution# 

•* Your conduft receives univerfal approbation, and though I 
« at one time dreaded the want of money, yet that is now over: 
" thofe, who oppofed the fubfcription at firft, are now putting 
** their hands to the very bottom of their pockets, and fwear by 
** God you (hall be fupported with the laft *guinea-**^we muft have 
** another general meeting in a chapel, or foroe large place, 
<' and declare the purpofe of a fubfcription, and I think we.fliall 
* get plenty of the needful for that and other purpofes. HaVc 

" you read my letter to Lord ■■ : do you incline to try the 

" writ of error ? what do t^e Scotch lawyers think of it, and 
^ what do you think of tlie legal knowledge of my countrymen ? 
** I firmly believe that the law is the only fcience, of which they 
^ know nothing. 

" The King went yefterday to meet his parliameht' W.fo now 
we have got no parliament of ours, the people of this •country'-^ 
*' they fat till fix o'clock this morning : the papers are not our, 
** but I am told only twelve members were for p^ace : I am glad 
*' the minifter has fo great a majority within doors for the war, 
^and th?tt the people have a greater majority without door^ 
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*^ againft the war : the fwinift rogues had the inipudcnefc to 
" write/* no war" on all the doors and corners of the houfes of 
•* Lords and Commons, and they had even the audacity to gro2\n 
** and hifs, while his moft facred Majefty was paffing to and 
*f from the Ifoufe~nay I aip told a woman, moved and fcduccd by 
^ the inftigs^tion of the devil, and traiteroufly iotending, &c. did 
** in St. James's Park take off her patten, and thr^w it with all 
*• her force at his Majefty, whereby the glafs of the ftate coach 
** y^s broken, and his Majdly put in fear: God fave the King, 
•f for if, &c.— as Gerald fays'' — there be leaves it. 

*f The focicty is increafjog rapidly, bpth in fpirit and in nun^- 
^ hers, and the rich now begin .to come among us, and to i|t 
" down with plpafure among the honcft qaep with the leathern 
^f aprons. 

*f I CQuJd wrife to you ftrange things, but I know not bqt 
f* this may be read by fomebody before it comes to your l^ands." 

Gentlemen, after this had paiTed, you will find that that let- 
ter was writtca by the Correfponding Society to the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, which I firft mentioned to you upon 
the 27th of March, 1794, and-novv with your leave I will rea(j a 
part of it to you again. 

'* I am dirc£bed by the London Correfponding Society to tranf- 
** mit the following refolutions to the Society for Conftitutional 
f ' Information." I fliould tell you firft, in the order of time, 
that the Society for Conftitutional Information diftin£tly adopt 
that paper of the London Correfponding Society qf the 20th of 
January, 17949 a$ their own, and order it to be entered upon 
their books; they approve of the n^inly fentiments of it, and they 
fully take it to themfelves, to all intents and purpofes, as if it 
bad been a conjunct meeting of them both. TheO| the London 
Correfponding Society having held this language reipecling tke 
Conventiqni and qpon the 24th of January the Conftitutional 
Society having adopted the proje^ of a Convention ftated in the 
addrefs of the London Correfponding Society pf the 20th> and 
the Nature of that Convention being a Convention frohi the affi- 
liated focieties, to take upon themfelves the charadler of J Cof^ 
^fntion of the Pitfh^ it would be furprifing indeed if the Cop- 
* . ' ' ' vention^ 
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ytntion, whieh they fpcsik of on the 27 th of March, fhould be 
a Convention of a diiFerent nature from that, which they had 
both agreed to on the 20th and 24th of January—- and with that 
obfervation I come again to this letter of the 27th of March. 

** I am dire^ed by the London Corrcfponding Society to 
^ tranfmit the following refolutions to the Society'for Conftitu- 
•♦ Clonal Information, and to requeft the fentiments of that fo? 
** ciety refpeaing the important meafures which the prefent 
" junSure of affairs feems to require. The Lohdon Corref- 
** ponding Society conceives that the moment is arrived**-^ 
^oughout the years 1 791, 1792, and 1:793, they thought it was 
not arrived—" when a full and explicit declaration is neceflary 
*'.from all the friends of freedom — whether the late illegal and 
^< unheard of profeeutions and fentences fliall determine us to 
^< abandon our caufe, or fliall excite us to purfue a radical re- 
<^ form, with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the 
'f objed:, and with a zeal as diftinguiflied on our parts, as the 
f< treachery of others in the fame glorious caufe is' notorious* 
" The Society for Conftitutional Information is therefore re- 
f* quired to determine whether or no they will be ready, when 
f* called upon, to z& in conjundion with this and other focie- 
?* tics, to obtain a fair reprefentation of the people, whether r 
•* concur with us in feeing the neceffity of a fpcedy duvrcux.^' 
^ for the purpofe of obtaining, in a conftitutional and [z^ \l -^ 
*'.thod, a redrefe of thofe grievancc5| under which we ?t . . -1, / 
f« labour/' 

Now, in the firft place, with refpefl: to the wcJrds ^' C . ^^ 
•* tutiopal and legal method," thefe perfons have ni>c [t. 
claim upon the fcore of the efFe<Sl and force of the words ^- 1 %: 
^JiitutionalznA legal method^^ which appear, through a: \.{i\.-.^ 
tranfaSions of the years 1792 and 1793, and more parti.-. 
through the tranfaftions of 1793, as they apply to the ^^liii 
Convention, in Scotland, to be thought confiftent with .''v. ;f> 
Iftence of a Convention of fuch a chara6ler as that had ; ^'jd, 
it was their purpofe to have a Convention of the people, by f^ir 
monfes to affiliated focieties, that Convention to take U|. \i > 
the pow^r of the peopje, it is in vain that they talk of Ir li 
Conftitutional methods : it is in vain, if the thing they rr- 
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do, and the tnamier of doing ir^ is not legal or c^riftiiutioffal*'*-* 
Upon this letter, I apprehend, niter what has paflcd, tjiere can 
be no doubt what is meant by a Convjention : but it is not kit 
thcfe : for in the third refolution .they ftate, that >'' there ought 
" to be immediately J Comj^iion af the People by delegates"— 
mark the words — " deputed for that purpofe from the diiFcffnt 
** focieties of the Friends of Freedom aflemWed in the varieus 
*' parts of this nation." 

Then here* is a Convention of the fame charafter, of the feme 
name, and the fame conftitution, as that mentioned in the refo- 
lution of the aoth of January, 1794. Now, to whom is this 
propofed ? It is propofed to that Conftitutional Society, which 
bad adopted the addrefs of the 20th of January, 1794, and whfch 
bad alfo faid, by approving that addre6, that they were of opi- : 
Bion that redrefs was not to be obtained by the laws of England, 
but d>at they were to have redrefs againft their oppreffors, plun- 
derers, find enemies, by their own laws-r-by that fort of reprefen" 
tation 9/ the people, which is formed by a Convention of the Pcon 
pie, fummoned from thofe aflbciated focieties. Then what fol- 
lows upon it ?— though the thing is couched in phrafes, that are a 
little ambiguous, yet no human being, judging honeftly, can 
doubt the meaning of it; it. is, that there (hall be this Canvdn? 
tion, to aA as a Convention of the people, with the power of 
the people, having all civil and political authority. The prifoner 
is fufficiently involved already, if fuch a Convention never had 
been thought of; but then the two Societies form a Cpqimittea 
of Correfpondence and Co-operation for the purpofe of bringing 
together that Convention, which they had faid was the ooljf 
mcian, by which Britons could enjoy their liberties, or prote<^ 
themfelves againft the legitimate government of the country, in-i 
eluding in it their plunderers, enemies, and oppreflbrs. 

Gentlemen, when I lay this evidence before you, if I ilopp^d 
here, I (hould be glad to learn why this is not aftep taken for thp. 
execution of iuch a purpofe gs I have before ft^ted-^a ftep taken 
for conftijuting a body, or a ftep taken towards devifing the 
means of cqnftitufing a body which was, like the Convention 
fK^efttiori^.ia th^fpeqchpf Biirrere, to fupcrfcde |hc legiflaturei 



( »95 ) 

tode|x>re the King, to (lifFer bim to have no eKiAejace, but what 
their good will and pleafure would allow hicn, againft the wtUf 
^^he laoguage of the indictment ftates it, and in defiance of the 
^Htthority of the Parliament — to depofe the King — htj if thefe 
people have the fovereign power, and they muft have the fove^ 
reign power, upon their own principles-^-the King of England 
cannot have it in the manner in which it is vefted in him now. 
He was bound to refill fuch a projed as this : he owed it to every 
good fubjeft in his country to refift it-^he was fworn to do it by 
the foknan obligation of his coronation oath-rf-you cannot there-r 
fore contemplate a cafe of his afting othcrwife — the King, being 
bound to reiiilance for the fecuricy of the fubjed):, and for the fake 
of obferving his oath, for the fake of continuing to reign accord* 
liogto the terms of that oach, according to the ftatutes agreed upoi^ 
in Parlianient af&mbled, and the laws and cuftoms of the fame. 
But, gentlemen, I do not ftop here: you will* find alfo that 
there was a meeting at Chalk Farm, the particulars of which I 
will not ftate further than to fay that, when they are read, yoi| 
will fee that that meeting at Chalk Farm was a ftep taken in the 
further profecution of the functions of that committee of co- 
operation — that It was a meafure taken for the exprefs purpofe of 
trying the temper of the people, of feeing what they could dq 
by numbers. That meeting was held in April 1794, and it 19 
very remarkable that it appears that there were meetings in odieir 
parts of this kingdom, more particularly it appears from a letter, 
found in the pofleffion of this prifoner, that, as there was a meet- 
ing in the open air at Chalk Farm, fo there were meetings elfc- 
where-!— it required vigilance — it required the interpofition of 
fome ftrong hand, by Parliament or otherwife, to preferve you in 
the fituation in which you now are : if it be the will of thefe per- 
fons that you fliall not remain in it, it is at leaft the duty of thofe, 
who are to watch over the country as long as it can exift, that ft 
Jhall not be deftroyed by any fault of their's : but you will find 
there were Meetings in the open air at Leeds, Wakefield, Hud* 
dersfield, Bradford, Birftal, and at various other places. This 
projeft of a Convention had been communicated to many parts of 
|)i.e country, and too n^any of them had aflented to it j not only 
• I ^fl?nt(j4 
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ftifented to tt, but it will be proved, that the prlfoner fent a cir«* 
cular letter to theremoteft parts of this kingdom, (which I wiR 
now read) for the purpoTe of afiembling this Convention, for the 
purpofe of carrying into effeft the projeS of this Brit»(h Conveft* 
tion, the body of which had been diflipated, but which was ftiU 
carrying on its purpofc^s by meafures precifely the fame as thofe 
which had exifted in this part of the ifland. 

You will find that the prlfoner writes this circular letter to aB 
thofe focieties, and the addrefling this circular letter to all the fo- 
cieties, (hews that the Convention that was to be called was not 
to be a Convention of the people at large, but a Convention of 
delegates fummoned from thofe focieties, to ufurp the charaftcr 
of " II Convention of the People,'* " The critical moment i$ 
•' arrived" — ^mark the difference of language ; in 1 793 the time 
is not yet come, men are not virtuous nor courageous enough ; in 
1792 they expe^ed nothing from Parliament', in 1793 they expe^" 
ed every thing from the focieties in due time^ and npw they ajert 
that the due time iscomey that the fulr^efs of time, is comfi^-r^^^ thecrj* 
^^ tical moment is. arrived, and Bri(;ons muft either aiTert with 
" zeal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, or yield without re- 
^ fiftance to the chains that minifterial ufurpation is forging for 
*' them. Will you co-operate with us in the only peaceable mcar 
** furc" — a very peaceable meafure a Convention of this fprtl—i- 
•* that now prefents itfelf with any profpe£l of fuccefs ? .We need 
*^ not intimate to you that, notwithftanding the unparalleled auda? 
** city of a corrupt and over-bearing faction" — Now this corr 
rupt and over-bearing fadlion is the King, Lords and Commons 
of Great Britain—*' which at prefent tramples on the rights and 
*' liberties of the people; our meetings cannot in England b« 
" interrupted without the previous adoption of a Convention 
** bill." A Convention bill .'—this (hews the reafon for theif 
refolutions in Scotland about permanent fittings, and the meeting 
of another Britifti Convention, and for theif language, which 
they held upon the* 2Cth of January 1794; " a meafure it is 
*' our duty to anticipate"— mark thefe words—" our duty 
" to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
" drawn, and the fentiments and views of the different focieties- 
** throughout the nation be compared* '-^ What was theif objeA 

in 
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ifi' this circular letter? If, when, the BritiA Convention in 

Edinburgh fat, there had been a motion for a Convention bill in 

the parliament of Great Britain, why their ob)e£l was then we 

perceive that of being ready 9t an hour's warning ; communi* 

eating in all parts of the kingdom to their delegates that folenm 

refolution, which had been made in the Britifh Convention upon 

the 6th of November, they were inftantly, befbre the proje& of 

fuch a bill could in parliament ripen out of notice of a motion 

into a bill once read, to be afiembled in Edinburgh to prevent 

any fuch bill paffing ; they folemnly vowed to each other, band 

in hand, and ftanding up, to give the greater folemnity to the 

declaration, " that the moment fuch a bill as that was introduced 

** into Parliament, they would refift it at the hazard of their 

•* lives," Then what did they mean in this circular letter ? they 

meant that, while as yet the bare expectation of a Convention bill 

might ex'iRy while, as yet, no notice of fuch a motion was given 

or heard of in Parliament*— that it was their duty to anticipate 

what Parliament might poffibly think of. How to anticipate it? 

r-to anticipate it by means of a Convention afluming the cha- 

ra(Si:er of a Britifli Convention of the People, but delegated from 

thefe focieties, to fit not at Edinburgh, but to fit at a place, as 

you will find, which they durfi not name, and for the purpofe of 

coriduflling this projefl with more fecurity, as you find by this 

letter, tof;t at a place, that v/2ls to be kept fecret, in order that the 

purpofe might not be difappointec). 'f A meafure,*' they proceed 

fpeaking of a Convention bill, ^* it is oi^r duty to anticipate, that 

*f the ties of union may be more firnily drawn, and the fentiments 

^* and vjews of the difFerent focieties throughout the nation be 

" compared, wbile.it is yet in our ppwer, fo as to guide and di- 

" re£t the future operations of the friends of freedom. Roufe 

*' then to one exertion more, and )et us (hew our confcioufnefs of 

f' this important truth ; if we are to be beaten down with threats* 

*' profccutions, and illegal fentences, we are unworthy ; we are 

*^ incapable of liberty; tue mujtj however ^ be expeditious \ Hef- 

♦* fians and Auftrians" — ^here is the idea that came from Scotland 

again — " are already among us, and if we tamely fubmit, a 

** cloud of thef« armed barbarians jhay ihortly be poured in 

ffixpon us/* 

The 
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The introdu6lion of fick men into this country for the hn- 
'mane purpofe of giving them that air, which they could not 
obtain while on board a fhip, is made the pretext of this letter for 
ftating that " Heffians and Auftrians are already among us, and, 
•* if we tamely fubmit, a cloud of thefe armed barbarians may be 
** pouted in upon us. Let us form then another Br'tt'tjh Conven- 
•* tionJ** What was that Convention? they ejtprefsly ftate it to 
be a Convention of the people^ and a Convention, which is to af- 
fume controlling powers over the legiilature. ** We have a 
** central fituation in our view, which we believe would be moft 
♦'convenient for the whole ifland, but which we forbear to 
** mention (entreating your confidence in this particular) till we 
" have the anfwcr of" — ^whom? — " of the Societies, with which 
*' we are in correfpondence. " What, is that a Convention of 
the People ? or of the Societies affuming the character of a Con- 
vention of the People ? " Let us have your anfwer then/* Now, 
give me leave to obferve how nearly this projeft was to being 
carried into efFcft — " Let us have your anfwer then by the 
♦* aoth at fartheft, earlier, if poffible, whether you approve of 
** the meafure, and how many delegates you can fend, with the 
^' number alfo, if poffible, of your Societies." 

Gentlemen,^ this will be proved to you to have travelled as far 
as Strathaven, to have been received there, and delegates to have 
been appointed in confequence of the felicitation, and then, as 
in the Britifh Convention, in the month of November 1793, 
this great projeft of calling together a body, which was to put an 
end finally to the exiftence of Parliament, was to be conduced 
by a Secret Committee; becaufc its operations, its affembling, 
and the means which were to be taken for it, could not be com- 
mitted to numben, a Secret Committee was then appointed. 
This letter ends — " for the management of this bufmefs we have 
** appointed a Secret Committee : you will judge how far it is 
f* neceffary for you to do the fame," 

Gentlemen, the next proceedings were at Chalk Farm. In 
thefe proceedings, it appears, they had ftated to the Society called 
f^ Jhe Friends of the People" this meafure of a Convention; 

that 
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that meaftife the Friend of thc.Pec4>le refufed to agree in. You. 
will find that, refufing to agree in that meafure, at the meeting 
at Chalk Farm, when it was ftated that the Society of the 
Friends of the People would not agree in it — indeed, agree in it 
they could not— you will find what was the reception, which 
the communication of that information met with — an unlverfal 
groan from a lai^ge body of men, amounting, I believe, to a 
couple of thoufand there afiembled. 

Gentlemen, this Committee of Correfpondcnce and Co-oper- 
ation, you will find, met ; you will find that there is in the hand-, 
writing of the prifoner, in a very (hort note, an account of what, 
was done v^rhen they met ; that one of the firfl: fleps towards the , 
accomplifhment of their purpofes, was a communication of the. 
correfpondences of the Country Societies to thofe, who were to, 
be the delegates of the Conflitutional Society ; but. the meeting^ 
was broke up by the apprehenfion of the prifoner and others,^ 
which has led, as I before flated, to this profecution. 

Gentlemen, I have before told you that I conceived it was conn- 
petent for me, as indeed I apprehend without queftion it is, after 
proving the confpiracy, to fhew the condudl of the perfons, who 
were parties in that confpiracy, in furtherance of tjie confpiracy, 
when it is proved. You will find that one of the perfons, wlia 
attended t^ meeting of the 20th of January 1 794, and wha was. 
a very adlive member of the London Correfponding Society, .and, 
likewife one of the Committee of Correfpondence and Co-opera-» 
tion, which I have alluded to as the final aOl of this bu&nefe. , 
He gives himfelf this account of the tranfaSions of the 20th of, 
January 1794, and of other circumflances : this is Mr. Thelwall. 

** It is with infinite. fatisfaftion that at laft I received a letter, 
** Yrom you; it wa& brought this morning by. Citizen Lee, and 
"has be^n delayed, I underftand, this fortnight at Rotherhitbe. 
** by fomc accident. 

** I am too well acquainted with mankind to be furpri&d>. too - 
^^ much of a philofopher to be angry at the abufe ^nd mifrepr^-* ' 
** fentation of i;nifbken men ; bat I iball endeavour, as I wifli * 

" to 
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** td prcfervc the good opinion of a man whom I reiwctriber Witti 
*< efteem, to fend you fuch printed documents as will prove to 
*^ you, that, inftead of having deferted the caufe of liberty, I 
** have redouhled my zeal, and that there is not at this time ia 
*• Enghnd a man that goes bolder lengths, and expofes himfelf 
*• to more danger, in the caufe of liberty, than myfelf, I have 
•* been for four or five months paft almoft the fole labourer upon 
** whom the fatigue, the danger, and the exertions of the Lon- 
** don Correfponding Societies, the only avowed Sans Culottes ' 
•* in the metropolis, have refted, and have been otherwife fo 
** adlive in the caufe as fcarcely to have paflid a week without 
*' threats and confpiracies from the government and its purblind 
** adherents. Ever lince the famous or infamous, call it which 
** you will, proclamation of November 1792, I have been fre* 
•* quenting all public meetings where any thing could be done 
*• or expedted, have been urging and ftimulating high and low, 
•* and endeavouring to rally and encourage the friends of free- 
** dom. I have been conftantly facrificing intereft and fecurity, 
" offending every perfonally advantageous connexion, till Mi- 
** nifterialifts, Oppofitionifts, and Moclerees, hate me with equal 
** cordiality, and, if I may judge by their condu£l, fear me as^ 
** much as they hate. 

** For thefe four months, I have been giving political le£lure& 
^* and printing, and appropriating the whole receipts, till the laft 
*♦ fortnight, to the fupport of our delegates, to the Britifli Con- 
*' vention ; for the hiftory of which I muft refer you to Citizen 
•* Talbot, whom I have not fecn, but whom I hope to fee be- 
*« fore he leaves England." 

He then gives an account of the meetings I have been ftating 
to you, and of his ledhires : then he fays 

" Adieu. I will collcft togetlier what political papers I can, 
<* to fend to you when I can find leifure. Do write to me ; let 
<* me know fomething about the ftate of politics and fociety ini 
** America. I fear you are fomewhit Ihort of the true Sans Cn- 
•* lotte liberty ; that you have too much veneration for property, 
** too much religion, and too much law.'* 

3 ** I ^^^ 
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** I fear you are fomewhat fliort of the true Sans Ciilotte 11- 
** bcrty." Now, that is, that you have too much veneration 
for property, too much religion, and too much law« 

Gentlemen, having now gone. through the written evidence* 
I am to ftate to you fome other circumftanCes. I have not 
indeed dated all the written evidence, becaufe you will have 
v^ritten evidence laid before you of flimulations, under fingular 
pretexts, to thefe Societies, to arm themfelves. You 'will find, 
for inftaoce, that if a debate happened in that Parliament, where 
they meant hereafter to fufFer no debate, about the HefTians and 
Hanoverians, they circulated among them papers, add it will be 
brought home to thofe. With refpedl to whom it is ftated to this 
eSsSt — **' The Ills tell us we are in danger of invation from 
*^ the French ; the Outs tell lis that we are in danger from the 
•* Heffians and Hanoverians : in either cafe, we fhould arm our- 
*• (elves. Get arms, and learn how to ufe them." 

You will likewife find, upon this part of the cafe, that, after 
the difperfion of the Britifh Convention in Edinburgh, after it 
vras feen that the law of this country was ftrong enough to beat 
down a confpiracy of that kind, a£ting by their mere naked 
numbers, that it became then, in their opinion, neceflary to tlue 
accomplifhment of tlieir purpofe, to a6t with arms. 

Now, Gentlemen, where a general confpiracy of this fort, 
among affiliated Societies, exifted in Scotland, Sheffield, Nor- 
wich, Mancheftcr, andvarious parts of the kingdom, all aiming 
at the fame end, all adling upon the fame principle, all involved 
in the fame project of having a Convention from the different 
parts of the united kingdoms, it is natural that they ihould think 
of arras : but, if the confpiracy did not exift, it would feem a 
very odd thing that it fhould happen in facSl that, in thefe different 
parts of the kingdom, in Scotland, in Sheffield, and in London, 
we fhould find perfons preparing arms of a foit, and of a denof 
mination. Which of late years we have not heard of in this coun- 
try, except as exifting in France, and except as ftated in a letter 
from France, which 1 have read to you. 

But, 
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. Bat, 'Gentlemen, you will .fewlv frow^ the evidcfrce t have to 
oflScr^ and indeed it is not furprifing that you ftiould fo find—* 
after I Ihall tell you, that in- the pocket of one of the parties 
in this con fpi racy, and diftributed alfo in divifioas ia thp Lon- 
don Correfppnding Society, were papers, importing that upon- 
the iftof April, 1794., was to be performed, " the Guillotine, 
•* or George's head in abafkct;'* papers in which the facred 
perfon of the King is fo fpoken of, and in which all orders of* 
men, under ludicrous reprcfentations of them to their country, . 
were doomed to lamp irons, and to fufpcnfion ; after I fhall tell 
you, that I am inftrucSled that Mr. Thelwall could, when re* 
tiring from Chalk Farm, take a pot of porter in his hand, 
with a knife take off the head, and fay, *' thus I would ferve 
** all Kings ;" if you fhould find fuch language ufcd, I am pef-* 
fuaded you will not be furprifed to find pikes in the hands of* 
thefe men, and their affociates-^to find mufkets in the hands of 
thefe men and their aflTociates, Do not, Gentlemen, let us be 
miiled by the great doSrine of the Bill of Rights, that every 
man has a right to arms for his own proteftion — ^he has with- 
out queftion a right to convenient arms for his own defence ; 
but the point before a Jury will be, for what purpofe had he 
the arms ? If he attempts to fay, that he had them for his own 
defence — if he had them in fa£t for a worfe purpofe, the attempt 
to colour the *fa£t makes the fa& more criminaL 

Gentlemen of the Jury, you will find that Mr. Yotke, in the 
month of November, 1793, will be proved to have been atone 
of the divifions of the London Correfponding Society, ftating, that 
he was going among the fons of liberty into Belgium, to bring 
into this country the true friends of liberty. You will find that 
he was a member of the London Correfponding Society, and 
conftituted a delegate of the Conftitutional Society to. Scotland j 
that he has been propagating at Sheffield the fame do<9;rine, as 
his brother aflbciates were propagating in London ; that he was 
there direfting the form, in which pikes fhould be made, to 
perfons, who were to make fuch inftruments ; that the pcrfons at 
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Sheffield enter into a comefpondence with the prilbner at thq 
bar ; that they inform him that thefe pikes are made ; that he 
delivers the direction to perfons of the Correfponding Society, 
in order that they may fiirnifh themfelves with thefe inftru- 
ments ; and that they were to be fumUhed from Sheffield to a 
place here, I think, the Parrot, in Green Arbour-alley, or 
ibme other place in this town ; and that, if the apprehenfion of 
thefe perfons here, and at Sheffield, had not put an end to the 
further execution of the prpjed, there would have been a large 
importation of thefe pikes into this part of the kingdom. 

Gentlemen, you will find that this idea of arms was carried 
further; you will find that, for the ufe of this fociety, a plate 
with figures, (hewing the manner of learning the military excr* 
cife, was engraved by a Mr. Worfliip, a member of this fociety. 
You will find that there was a Military Society in Lambeth, 
and another in Turnftile, Holborn ; they were fmall in their 
beginnings, I admit ; but thefe things mufi: be fo in their be- 
ginnings ; and you will find, that the prifoner at the bar gave to 
a witnefs of the name of Edwards, a direftion of whom to ob- 
tain pikes at Sheffield. Mr. Williams, another witnefs, who 
will be called to you, who is a gun engraver in the tower, mad^ 
mufquets for the life of thefe focieties in Lambeth, and in 
Turnftile, with an exprefe proteft that he ihould not become em- 
ployed, unlefs he himfelf became a member of the Societies. Yon 
vrill find accordingly that he did become a member of them. 
You will find that they drilled at particular places. Gentlemen, 
I give you this outline of this part of the evidence, becaufe I 
do not wifli to enter more into the particulars, than to give you 
a general impreffion of the nature of the cafe, which I have to 
lay before you. 

You will likewife fee, what is natural enough to happen, 
inrhen you find in the book of the Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation, that Mr. Home Tooke could think of giving notice, 
that he would move ** that two books ihould be opened, one of 
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^* them (bouhd in black) in which fliould be entered all the 
** enormities of thofe, who deferve the cenfurc ; and in the 
** other, the merits of thofe, who deferve the gratitude of thfe 
«* fociety." You will not be furprifed, if you fliould find 
perfons in thefe affiliated focieties, of lower dbfctiptions, holding 
converfations about feizing the moil auguft perfons in the natiod ; 
if you fliould bear bf their holding converfations about the fitua* 
tion of perfons in the ttoufe of Commons, arid the means> by 
wKch they coviTd know their jlerfons. 

Upon the whole, Gentlemen of the Jury, I fliall now lay the 
teftimony before you, fubmitting this written evidence to you^ 
calling witnefles, above all exception, to a great pirt of the cafe ; 
tailing fome witnefles, whom I now avow to you, you will find*, 
were perfons employed by Government to watch over tht pro- 
ceedings of thefe Societies, and who therefore became informed, 
in confequence of fuch employment, of fome of their tranfac- 
tions ; atid Government would have been wanting to itfc!^ an4 
would have be^ wanting to a degree of criminality, wbkh li^ 
man can defcribe, if this country had at this moment been in 
the ftate, in which it Wotild have been, if thefe pikes haA 
heen brought into aftual exertion. 

At Shefiield, indeed, I am tbid they had got to the lef^th 6T 
forming iron inftruments, which were to difable horfe, which 
they called Night-cats, and which would immediately infert 
themfelves into the hoofs of horfes feet. I fay^ if^ with diefe 
projedis going on in the country, a Secretary of State, or any 
' other perfon in the Executive Government, had hefitated a mc5- 
jnent to procure information, thefe parties might have beea 
able to put into execution the projeSs they were meditating, an| 
he would have been anfwerable for it. 

Gentlemen, it is the great province of a Brififti Jnty, and 
God forbid thefe prifoners fliould not have the benefit of the 
rcfledliony that Britifli Juries are able to protedl us all — are ^i&s 
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to fift the chataScrs of witneffes — ^to determine what cr^ft h 
due to them — ^liftening to men of good charafter without anV 
impreflion againft their evidence — liftcmng to ftiell, fuch a& I 
have ftatedy with a ftrong imprefSon againft th^il* ^yifeftce^; 
tiiat impreffion, however, to be beat down by the concurrent 
unfufpicious tcftimony arifing out of the reft of the cafe, if, 
upon the whole, you ftiould find the cafe to be made out as I 
have ftated it to you. 

Gentlemen, I forgot to mention to you, that you will likewifc 
find, about the time that this Convention was talked of, that there 
was a new conftitution framed for the Correfponding Sbciety, in 
which they fpeak of a Royalift as an enemy to the liberties of his 
country*— of a Democrate, as a friend to the liberties of his coun- 
try ; and you will find, that, in a conftitution again revifed, the 
whole was thrown into a fcheme, and into a fyftem, which was 
to add phyfical ftrength to the purpofes of that Convention, 
which was, I fubmit to you, to affume all civil and political au- 
thority. 

If you find all thefe things, and, if under the dire<ftion of that 
wifdom that prefides here, with refpedl to which. Gentlemen, 
let me fay again, that the fituation of this country is indeed re- 
duced to a moft miferable one, if the refpeft, which is due to 
the adminiftration of the law, is fufFered to be weakened in any 
manner, if the refpcft, which js due to the adminiftration of the 
law, that adminiftration, which perhaps is the beft feature of 
the conftitution, under which we live, is deftroyed, miferable 
indeed muft be the fituation of your country 1. If you find under 
that diredtion that the cafe, being proved in fadt, is alfo made 
out in law, you will do that on behalf of the public which is 
due to Yourfelves, to the Public, to your Pofterity, and theirs. 

But on the other hand, if, after hearing this cafe fully ftated, and 
attempted to be fully proved, you fliould be of opinion that it is 
itf)t proved, or you fhould be finally of opinion that the oietKe ic 
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not made out, according to the hallowed interpretation of the 
ilajtute of Edward III. ; I fay then, ia the concluiion, I join, 
from my heart, in the prayer which the law makes on hehalf 
of the priibner^ God fend the prifoner a lafe deliverance ! 
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EVlDEKCE FOR THE CROWN. 



Mr. Thomas Machan^ (Sworn,) 
Examined by Mr^ Bower » 

^ WHAT are you ? 

^. Oneof hisMajefty's Meflengcfs. 

^ Did yon at any time ^ to the hoiife qf * Mn Daniel 
AAkmz ? • • 

J. I did. 

^ When did you go to Mr. Adaasis'i houie ? 

A. On the i2th of May laft. 

^. Did you (tmt any bedks of papers there \ 

^. Both boTiks and papers. 

^ What did you dd with tbem? 

J. I kept them in my owH pofl^dffidn titt I had toifked 
them all. 

^. Look at this letter, figticd T. Hardy, and fell riie whe- 
ther it is one of the papers you feized in Mr. Adult's 'hifufe ) 

j1. It is« 

Akxandn Grant, {Sworn.) 

Examined by Mr. Boiler. 

^ 13o you know the prifoner at the bar, Thomas l^rJy ? 
J. Ves. 

^. Have you cver*fccn hhn write ? 
A. I have feen him write. 
^ Do you know his hand-writing f 
A. Yes. 

^. Look at that letter, and tell mc whethef you belleVc it to 
be the prifoner's hand-writing ? 

A. I never (aw this letter, h I cannot %* 

^ Do you or not beliieve it to be his hand-wtiting ? 

A. 1 cannot take m^ oath to it. 

p ^ I 
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^ I am not aflcing you to fay certainly, but according to 
the bcft of your belief is that his hand-writing ? 

j1> I cannot tafcc upon me to fwcar that it is his hand-writing. 
^ You are not afked to fvvear that it is his hand -writing, but 
whether you believe it to be his hand-writing ? 

A. I believe it to be Jiis hand, but I cannot fwcar it. 

[The letter read,] 
" To the Secretary of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 

« March 27,, 1794. 
" Citizen, 

** t ani dircftcd by the London Correfponding Society to 
** tranfmit the following refolutions t<f the Society for Conftitu- 
" tional Information, and to requeft the fentiments of that So- 
** ciety refpeSing the important meafares which the prefent 
" junSure of affairs feems to require. The London CorreC- 
** ponding Society conceives that the moment is arrived when a 
** full and explicit declaration is neceflary from all the friends of 
** freedom, whether the late illegal and unheard of profecutions 
. ♦^ and fentences (hall determine us to abandon our caufe, or 
•* fhall excite us to purfue a radical reform with an ardour pro- 
** portioned to the magnitude of the objeft, and with a zeal as 
*' diftinguiflied on our parts as the treachery of othei's in the fame 
*' glorious caufe is notorious ; the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
" mation is therefore required to determine whether or no they 
** will be ready, when called upon, to a6t in conjunflion with 
** this and other Societies, to obtain a fair repr^fenfation of the 
" people ; whetherthey concur with us in feeing the neceflity of a 
*' fpeedy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a con- 
•* ftitutional and legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances 
** under which we at prefent labour, and which can only be 
** effe^ually removed by a full and fair reprefentation of'the 
** people of Great Britain. The London Correfponding Society 
•* Cannot but remind their friends, that the prefent crifis de- 
•* mands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever was 
" or can be exerted by men and Britons; nor do they doubt 
" but that manly firmnefs and confiftency will finally, andi they 
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'' believe, fliortly terminate in the full accomplifliment of all 
•* tlieir wifbes. , 

*' I am, fellow Citizen, fin my humble meafure) 
" A Friend to the Rights of Man, 

** T. Hardy, Secretary.'* 

** Refolved unatiimoufly, i. That, dear as juftice and 
** liberty are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively 
** fmall without a dependence on their permanency, and there 
** can be no fecurity for the continuance of any right but. in 
** equal laws. 

'* 2. That equal laws can never be expefted but by a full 
** and fair reprefentation of the people ; to obtain which, in the 
** way pointed out by the Conftitution, has been and is the folc 
** object of this Society ; for this we are ready to hazard every 
** thing, and never but with our lives will we relinquifh an ob- 
•* je£l which involves the happinels, or even the political exift- 
** ence, of ourfelves and pofterity. 

*^ 3. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, ih^t 
••to fecure ourfelves from future illegal and fcandalous profecu- 
** tions ; to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, 
** and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been 
** wrefted from us, and of which fcarcely a veftige remains* 
•* there ought to be immediately a Convention of the People, 
** by Delegates deputed for that purpofe from the different So- 
** cieties of the Friends of Freedom, affembled in the various 
«* parts of this nation, and we pledge ourfelves to the public to 
** purfue every legal method fpeedily to accompliih fo defirable 
** a purpofe. 

" Poftfcript. I have to inform you, that a General Meet- 
•* ing of the Society will be holden on Monday the 14th of 
** April, the place to be announced by public advertifement.** 

Afr. John Gurnell. [Swern,) 
Examined by Mr. Bower, 

j^ You arcj I believe, one of his Majefty's meffengers? 
4. Yes. 

Pi "^^. Did 
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^ Da yoitr at any tlnir, and whcti, go to the houfe of Mr. 
Hardy? 

J- I w«nt whh a warrant from the Seoctary of State on the 
latHof May in ths momkig. 

^ Did you fciw any papers or books there ? 

/f. We (eized fome papcis in a back room behind his (hop. 

^ Did you mark the papers you had feizcd ? 

A Yes. 

J^. Is this one of the papers you feized? 

J. Yes. 

^ To Alexander Grant — Is this the prifoner's hand-writing ? 

A, This paper is various from the laft ; there is a difierence in 
them. 

^. Do you believe it is his hand-writing ? 

As I am of opinion it is his hand- writing ; but I cannot fwear 
that it is. 

[ The paper read. ] 

^^ Friday^ April 4^ 1 794. 
• " A coriference with the Sodiety for Conftitutional Informa- 
" tion— prefent, Daniel Adams, Secretary, Mr. Kyd, Mr. Hol- 
<* croft, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Wardle, and Mr. Sharp, From the 
** Correfpondtng^ Society — Mr. Moore in the chair, Mr. Baxter^ 
^ Mt. Lovett, Mr. Hodgfon, Mr. Thelwall, and Mr. Hardy, 
** Secretary.-^'A motion for communicating to the Committee 
** the Letters of comfnunication from the Societies in the country 
^ to the Loftdoft Correfponding Society ; refohcd, that the dele- 
«• gates be refuelled to communicate all the information they can 
^* at the ne 5c t meeting, relative to the ftate of tlie different So- 
** cieties affociated for obtaining a fair reprefentation of the 
*« people. Adjourned to Monday ef esiing. No* ?.y Beaufbrt- 
•• bujldingsv Jft the Strand." 

^ Is there any thing ftruck out. 

Mr, Shelton, Jlobinfem's coffec-houfe is ftruck out, and No. 2^ 
Beaufort-buildings, is inferted in a different hand. 

Mr, Maclean. I found this letter at Mr. Adams*s. 

Alexander Gfom &A he believed it to be tht pnuibner's hand* 
writing. 

6 • «* To 
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^ ToCitcnen Adams, Secretary to the fiockiy .fot* Cooftitfi* 
'* tional Iniocmation. 

«* Jprilthe lothf 1794. 
** I am ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the London 
** Correfponding Society to inform the Society forCotiftitntional 
** Information, that they a[»prove of the refold tionsofthcCom- 
** mittee of Conference. 

" Therefore tTie London Correfponding Society have chofen 
*' (five perfons) to put in praftice immediately the fecond and 
** third refolutions of the Committee. 

Afr. Bower. My Lord, we read thefe two papers for the 
fake of bringing thefe parties together ; now I fhall produce the 
papers found in the prifoncr's cuftody. 

Mr. John 'GurruIL I found this paper in thfc prifoner's hoi/fe. 

Alexander Grant /aid he' believed it to be.tbc.prifoner's.h^nd- 
ivriting. 

[The paper read.'] 

*' A parliamentary reform is that whicli of all other things, in 
** our opinion, dcferves the attention of the public. We are 
** more.and more convinced, by every day's. experience, that the 
*^ reftoring the right of yotiog univerfally to ev^ry mao> not \n^ 
•• capacitated by nature, for want of reafon, or 'by layv for the 
*♦ commiflion of crimes (together with annual cle.6tions) is thcf 
*' only reform that can be effeftual and pern>anent, As Provi- 
** dence has kindly furnifhed men in every ftSition with faculties 
** neceffary foritfdging c^f whaKroncernsthemfelves, H ifsibme- 
«' what ftnange that the muhittide ftouU fuffer a few, with no 
** better intelkffcs than their own, to usurp the iipportant power 
** of governing them without <x>ntroul, 

•^ir ha^ been a long and very juft complaint, th*t a very great 
'* majority of the people of ^ this country irre noi feja^fcnted \h 
** 'Parliament; that ifhe majority of the fcprefentatives of 'the 
•* whole nation are chofert by a nuimberof voters not exceeding 
^*' twehe thmfiind. Many large and populous towns have not a 
" fingle vote for a reprefentative, foch as Biroiingham, contaftn- 
** ing abour 4t>,obo iftfeahittnts, Manchefter above 30,000, 
♦* Leeds:ibo[te 20,000, befidesSbeffield, Bradford, WoJVerhiimp- 
'* ton, Hallifa^, &c, $ci, 

J> 3 • ** Let 
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.*^ Let us look at the metropolb, and fee wbat a great majority 
•• of the inhabitants have not a fingle vote. Thofe fafts are folid 
** evidences, therefore need no comment. The views and inteor 
" tions of this Society are to colleA the opinion and know the 
** determination (as far as poffible) of the unreprefented of thq 
*' people. • They certainly are the perfons moil aggrieved, and 
** have the greateft right to come forward like men, and fay— 
*' Give us our Rights ; and, if they are united and firm, 
** where or who are they that dare oppofe them in their detcr- 
** minations? 

" From thefc confiderations we have come to the following 
*' RESOLUTIONS : 

* " I. That a Society be inftituted under the title of the Cor- 
** refponding Society, for reftoring the right of the unreprefented 
** people of Great Britain. 

" 2. That each member fhall pay at leaft one penny per week 
•* towards the expence of the Society. 

** 3, That as foon as twenty members (hall be aflbciated, 
** a general meeting {hall be called, at which the laws and re^u- 
** lations neceffary for the good government of the Society fhall 
•* be eftablifhed, and fuch ofEcers appointed as may be thoqght 
♦* neceffary. — [TX/V Refolutlon wasjlruck out.'] 

** 4. That a committee be appointed to corrcfpond with 2\ny 
•* and every Society that may be formed in Great Britain, with a 

V view of promotiag the objeds of this Society. 

f * 5. That no perfon (hall be propofed to be a member of this 
♦* Spcipty (after the firft general meeting) unlcfs he be recom- 

V mended by one member, and ^he propofal feconded by ano- 
** ther. — {This Refolution wasjlruck out,] 

** 6, That each member's name and place of abode be entered 
f * regularly in a bqo^ kept for that purpofe. 

** 7. That all proceedings of the Society an^ its committee be 
•• fairly tranfcribed into proper hooks for that purpofe, by the 
f * Secretary, from fhe rough minutes, agai^^l the ncx^ meeting of 
•* the Society and Committee. 

** 8. That no one be admitted a member under the age of 
^\ twenty-one years, nor any who has not rcfided in Great Bri- 
** tain for one year,*' . . 

Mu 
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Mr. Shekm. This follows' in another haiid. 

** The Society divided into dozens, not to exceed twenty. 
*• New members to be admitted in each divifion of the Society by 
•••a majority. When feven members are prefent, the delegate 
** and chairman of the divifion to be neceflarily one of the elec- 
«* tors." 

Mr, Edward Lauzwt. (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr, Garrow, 

^ You are a King's mcflenger ? 

ji. One of his Majefty's extraordinary meflengers. '^ 

^ Did you go to the houfe of the prifoaer ? 

jf. Yes. 

^ When? 

j1. On the 1 2th* of May. 

^ Did you feize any papers ? 

ji. Yes ; a vaft quantity of papers. I marked every one of 
the papers. 

^ Look at that letter ; did you find that in the houfe of the 
prifoner ? 

ji. I did. 

Alexander Grant faid he bplieved it to be the prifoner's hand* 
writing. 

Copy of a Letter to Mr. Buchanan, at Edinburgh. 

" Sir, 
<* I am direfted by the London Correfponding Society to fend 
** a few copies of their addrefs and refolutions to the Society fo^: 
** aReform of Parliamentai^ReprcfentatiDn at Edinburgh; likq- 
•* wife I have to inform you of their wifli to enter intp corrc- 
•* fpondence, and be in clofe connexion with your Society : as our 
" caufe is one, our fentiments ought to be known to each other, 
'* and aft with one heart in a matter of fuch vaft importance. 
" We began this Society laft January ; and, fince we publiflied 
" our declaration and refolutions, vve have increafed fo rapidly iii 
**^ number and refpedtability, that we were under the neceffity 
** of dividing into different companies to meet at feparate houfcs, 
*•* and each divifion fends a delegate to meet as a Committee, to 
f* tranfa<5l the bufinefs of the whole Society. Tlicindorfed papers 

P 4 'y will 
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^ will inform yoq tifi^ fv^ of t^ pti^ctpUa \ire fet pirt tj^pofi; Bd 
'* iagood as to d^^v|^ them to the Pr^ddcat or Secretary qifjova 
^^ Society. As I kiiQW you l;o he a iricfid of frtfdpm^ yoq will 
^^ eqd^vour to jj^rooielt a qnton between tl^ two Spci^tifs; fof, 
/* hy wiUng together, w^ Q^ Iwwtte Axongpr, mA a th^c^ 
^' fold cord is not eaiily broken. 

" I aiQ» ?ir, with great refpcft, 

^ Yoor moft humble Servant, 

** Thomas Hardy, SKtetary^ 
^* 4i*guJithL%otb, ijgt/- 

uWr. Lauzun, This is one of the papers I fcized at the pri-» 
toner's. 

yfU^ander Grant faid he believed it to be the prilbnef's hand^ 
writing. 

" Mr. Samuel Jackfon, Secretary, to the Manchefter QofkOir 
*< tutipnftli Sorciety. 
« Sir, 

♦* The London Correfpondlng Society has this day diref^ed me 
*' to acknowlc<%e the receipt of your favour of the 14th of May, 
" and to return their thanks to the Mancbefter Conftrtutional 
♦< Society > for the readiueft they exp^efs to cn.ter btas^ corre- 
** fpondence with us, as alfo for the book of rules, &c. that ac- 
** companied your* letter. We (hould not fo long have delayed 
♦* profiting by their condefcenfion, had any thing- worthy 
** <;ocnnjunication occurred ; the firft flender oppommrty that 
** ofFers we eagerly fefee, and beg your acceptance of the en- 
^* clofeddo^n copies of an addrefs to the pubRc, wl)ich ^ye hope 
f < vvill mpet yppr approbation. 

^* J have the pleafure -of informjng you that our Society iQr 
f * creafes daily, and that i;h<e people in general l?egin to d^vpft 
f « thewxfelvfBs of thci;: deep-rooted pr^ji^djcea, tlv?.fubl.k;.roiM a|- 
f * tcpd& mott calmly and attentively novy t^ao, formerly to. pror 
^< polals for a parliaax,ei?taty fcffiroi.; ^jpft mei>. fe^ tjbc nflceiftf 
i^ oi \%, M^ unfortvuiately, many a^e yet ov^-qawtioufi m. CO*' 
'^ gaf ng^ tljeir ^^Wf^ \9ff^ it ; hpjyw^ I W^*^^ I ^^ 
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'^vonfiuio h> iflbiFt that pirtuil jataieft will faaa pvs way to 
<< public gem}. 

^ I jua;i9 with great refpe^, 

** Ygvr very humble Scrvunt, 

** Tjhoi*a$ Harov^ gecretaBjr. 
^^ September 4^ l^<)2>^^ 

Indorfed ^' copy of a letter to Manchefter, Sept. 4» 1792." 

Afr. Lauzun, This is one of the papers I found in the houfe 
of the prifoner. 

jfUxander Gr(fnt faid he believed it to be the prifoner*s hand^ 
writing. 

[Theletterread.il 

Indorfed ^* Copy of a Letter to Mr. Favell, Chairman of tho- 
<* Borough Society, Auguft 23, 1792." 

** Mr. FaveU» Ckumiuui to the Borough Socieqr of the FVkod^ 
<• of the ftople, 
" Sir, 

*< The London .Corrcfpondlng Society herewith tranfmits to 
^ the Society of th^ Friends of the Pbople, 50 cofi^s of an ad* 
^' Avd& to the mhal»tant» of Gteat Britain ea t^ ftifeje£b of 4 
** parliamentary reform, 

" We. were in hopes that, ds both our Societies profefs to have 
^* the fame olyedl in view, the delegates of the Friends of the 
" People wouM, by vifiting our Comnuttee, a^agreedrUpon in 
^* our lad vifit to them, have kept up an advantageous ioter^ 
** courfp of the two Societies, and ftreng'thened the common 
^* caufeby a clofer union, and freer communication of our mutual 
'* endeavours. We are, however, inclined to hope their abfence 
*• has not proceeded from any relaxation of aeal towards the pub- 
•* lie good, nor of dimimati^rt of fnendlhip towards a Soc i et y in 
'f whofe name we have the pteafurd of fubfcribing ourfelves, • 
^« Jieds Sif) y^w fMc^M IH^nA and wMloinfbeity * 
•«M«. MAriioAmoT, Chtirman. 
•« T. Hardy, Secrewy, 
^ 1*H. 9;, fte^fdMvi 

Alexander 
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' JleMonder Gnau fiiewn another paper, fald he believed it to be 
the hand-writing of the prifoncr, 23d Auguft, 179a* 

Copy of a Letter to Major Cartwright, Chairman of the Lon- 
don Conftitutional Society j"^ Auguft 23, 1792. 
** Major Cartwright,' Chairman of the London Conftitutional 
'* Society. 

** Sir, - • ' 
.• •* In hopes that ojur zeal for the advancement of the caufe of 
** freedom will, with the public, in fome meafurc counter^ 
•* balance the want of merit in the inclofed produiStion, the Lon- 
•* don CorrefpOnding Society takes the liberty of tranfmitting to- 
** the Society for Conftitutional Information a few cc^ies of an 
** addrefs to the inhabitants of Great Britain, on the fubjeft of a 
** pariiamentary reform. 

** If it is found to contain nothing repugnant to found reafbn or 
'Vjuftice, if it may any ways tend to accelerate a radical reform, 
** and if it is fo fortunate as tq meet the approbation of the Lon- 
** don Conftitutional Society, our honeft, though feeble> endea- 
?* yours, we fliall deem amply rewarded. 

*• With great rcfpc£t and efteem, we have the honour to be, 
f^ for the Committee of the London Correfpon^Ung Society, 

"Sir, 
_ . ** Your very humble Servants, 

" M". Margarot, Chairman. 
«« Tho. Hardy, Secretary. 
«< No. 9, Piccadilly, 
" Tliurfday, 23d Aug. 1792." 

iQdorfed ** copy of a letter to Major Cartwright, Chairman of 
** the London Conftitutional Society." 

Mr. Bower. We will now read the addrefi. 
Lauzun, 1 found this paper in t])e prifoner's ho^ufe. 
[It is read.] 
«♦ The London Correfpopdiag Society's Addi:efe and Rcfolutions 
*. ** of th^ 24th of May, 1792; reprinted and diftributed 
**gi:atis. ' * 

^* Afluved that man, individual man, may juftly claint libetty 
•♦ as his birthright, we naturally condude tfeti a$ a m^ber of 

♦• fociety, 
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•* fociety, it becomes his indifpenfable duty to.prcfenrc inviolate 
** that liberty for the benefit pf his fellow-citizens, and of iiii 

** and their pofterity* . • 

*• For, as in ailbciating, he gave up certain of his rights, in 
•* order tofecurc the poffelEon of the remainder, and veluntarilj 
** yielded up only as much as was neccflary for the general 
** good — fo he may not barter away the liberties of his pofterity, 
*• nor defert the common caufe by tamely and fuptnely fujflFering 
•* to be purloined from the people of whom he makes a part, 
** their natural and unalienable rights of resfstance to op- 
♦* PREssioN, and of sharing in the government of their 
** COUNTRY; without the full and uninterrupted exercife of 
** which RIGHTS, no man can with truth call hiinfelf or his 
** country free. 

** Yet of late, the very men who have dared to opprefs the 
•* nation, have alfo dared to advance, that all rejijiance to their 
** opprcjpon is illegal \ while, en the other hand, fraud or force, 
** fan£lioned by cuftom and blind fubmiilion, has withdrawn, 
** and now withholds, from a very great majority of the tax- 
** paying, induftrious and ufeful inhabitants of Great Britain, 
** the RIGHT of fharing in the government of thiir own com- 
•* monwealth, and in the management of their own interefts. 

•* Th^few who are now permitted to^ cleft reprefentatives, 
** and thofe who are chofcn by this fmall number of ele^orsy dif- 
** grace the country at large, by buying and felling votes, by cor- 
** ruptikg and being corrupted — the former by their behaviour at 
** eleflions, and the latter by their condu6l in the fenate — ^morc 
** than fufficient to prove, that the nation is unrepre- 

*' SENTED, and that THE PRESENT SYSTEM IS TOTALLY UNCON- 

** STITUTIONAL — if by the word conftitution, anything is meant. 
" Roufed at laft from their torpor, and eager to remedy tha 
'* evil, — various, numerous, and refpeftable focieties have been 
** formed by the people, in different parts of the kingdom, 
** feveral have alfo arifen in the metropolis « an J among them the 
«* London Correfponding Society ^ with modefty, but with firm- 
'* ncfs, claim the attention of their country to the following 
♦* rcfolutions: 

♦* Rcfolvcd, 
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" I. That «v«ry individod has a right to (hare io the govern- 
** ment of that Ibcicty of which he is a ni<ynbcr-*unlefe inca- 

** II. That nothing but non-^gc, priv^on of reafon, or an 
** offence againft the general laws of focicty, can incapacitate 
♦*him. 

" III. That it is no lefs the right than the duty of every 
•* citizen to keep a watchful eye on the government of his couht 
** try, that the laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into 
*' opprejjion ; and that thofe who are entrufted with the govcrn- 
** ment, do not fubflitute^riz/^?/^ intereji for pidjlic advantage. 

** IV. That the people of Great Britain are. not effefimify 
** .reprefeoted in parliament. 

^' V. That, in confequence of a partial, unequal, and there* 
'* ibre inadequate reprefentation^ together with the corrupt method 
" in whicli reprefcntatives are elected y approve iaxcs^ ynjufl 
** Aiw5, refitl&iom of liberty^ and waJUng ofthefublic money ^ have 
** cnfued. 

•* VI. That the only remedy to thofe evils, is a fair, equal, 
*• and impaitial rcprefctrtation of the people rn parliament. 

*" Vn. That a fair, equal, and impartial reprefentation cam 
** never take place until all partial privileges are abolifiied. 

** "Vin. That this Society do exprefs their abhorrencc.of tu- 
** niuh and violence— aiming at reform, not anarchy— reafon, 
♦• firmncfe, and unanimity, are the only arms they themfdvcs 
** will employ, or perfuade their fcllow-citizcus, to exert, 
*^ agalnft abuse of power. 

*♦ Signed by order of the Committee, 

T. Habldy, Secnatanr* 

• ** The Lowkm CorrtHTpondlng Society to the Nation at large. 

•< Whereas it is notorious, that very numerous burthenfixne 
•• and unneceflary taxes are laid on the perfons and fawJics of vs 
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•* anJ others, the in^uftrious inhabitants of Great Britam, an 
•* exceedingly great fnajority of whom are, notwtthftanding, ex- 
^* doded from all reprefentation in parlianoent. 

•* And as upon inquiry into the caufe of this gricYarKre, which 
^* is at once an obflru^kion to our induftry, and diminution of 

our property, we find that the conftitution of our country 
•* (which was punchafed for us at the expence of the lite^of our 
•* anceftors) has, by the violence and intrigue of criminal and (te- 
** figaing men, being injuted and undermined in its moft eSbn* 
** tial and important parts : but particularly in the houfe of 
** commons, where the whole of the fuppofed reprefentation of 
*• the people is neither more nor lefs than ah ufurped power, 
** arifing either from abufes in the mode of eledlion and duration 
** of parliaments, or from a corrupt property in certain decayed 
** corporations^ by means of whicli the liberties of this nation 
** are bafely bartered away for the private profit of members of 
** parliament. 

^* And as It further appears to us» that until this (burce of 
** corruption (hall be cleanfed by the information, pcrfeveraoce, 
•* firranefs, and union of the people at large, we are robbed ^f 
** the inheritance fo acquired for us by our forefathers: and that 
** our taxis, inftead of being leffened, will ^o on increafing^: 
** inafmuch as they will furnifh more bribes, places, and pcu;- 
*' ficns to our minifterand members of parliament. 

•* It being refolved by us, the members of this fociety^ X» 
•' unite ourfelves into one firm and permanent body, for the 
** purpofe of informing ourfelves and others of the exa<Sl ftatc 
** of the prefent parliamentary reprefentation — for obtaining ^ 
** peaceful but adequate remedy to this intolerable grievance-— 
** and for correfponding and co-operating with other focleties 
**^ united for the fame objeAs, The following regulations for 
** the internal order and government of our fociety, have been 
** unanimoufly adopted: 

** Firft, That every pcr£an, before he is admitted, fh^U he 
'* propofed bj two men>bers, and fliall anfvyer in the arffir'matiw 
^* to the three following queftions, viz. 

** Qucftion 
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•* Queftion I. Are you convinced that the partiamentury repre* 
^^ fentatkn of this country is at prefent inadequate and imperfeSi ? 

" Q:, IL jtre you thoroughly perfuaded that the welfare of thefe 
** kingdoms requires that every per/on of adult yearsy in pojfej/ion of 
•* his reafon^ and not incapacitated by crimes^ fhould have a vote for 
*• a member of parliament ^ 

** Q^ IIL PVtll you endeavour^ by all jujiijiable meanSy to pro^ 
** motefuch reformation inpexrliament? 

•* Secondly. That the whole body fhall go under one com- 
** mon name of the London Correfponding Society ^ united for the 
♦*^ reform of parliamentary reprefentation, 

** Thirdly. That for the more eafy and orderly proceeding of 
'* the Society, it be fcparated into as many divifions as there fhall 
•* be thirty members to make up the number requifite for fuch 
*^ divifion. And tliat no divifion (hall divide again» till it 
** amount to double fuch number of members ; at which time 
•* notice Ihall be given to the committee of delegates hereafter 
** mentioned, by the then delegates df fuch divifion. 

"Fourthly. That each divifion fhall meet weekly, on any 
^ evening (Thurfday excepted) at fome houfe to be chofen by 
** themfelves, and appoint a chairman for the good order thcteof, 
" and alfo fhall name a delegate as hereafter mentioned. 

'^ Fifthly, That each member fhall pay to the fecretary of 
" his divifion one penny per week, or one fhilling and a penny 
*• per quarter ; which fhall be credited to the account of fuch 
** member in a book to be kept for that purpofe. That all 
•* money fo paid fhall be tranfmitted monthly, by the delegate of 
" fuch divifion, to the treafurer, who is to account with the 
** body of delegates for the fame, on the/our ufual quarter-days. 

" Sixthly. That the fums fo paid to the fdid treafurer fhall 
" form one common (lock, to be applied by the faid delegates 
" in the poflage of letters, in ftationary, and in printing fuch 
<* matters as may be good for the information of the fociety. 
** But that before any expence whatever (hall be incurred, the 
*V faid delegates fhall enquire of the treafurer what balance he has 
" in hand, 

8 «• Seventhly. 
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^< Seventhly. That the delegates fo appointed fliall meet on 
^ Thurfday In every week, and fhall continue in ofEce for three 
**^ months J fubjca, however, to be recalled or fuperfcded by 
" their feveral divifions before the expiration of that time, if 
^^ thought neceilary. That being afiembled, they fhall name « 
*^ chaii:man and fecretary, who Qiall both fign all the public a£Is 
** of the fociety, 

^ Eighthly. That fuch delegates fo aflembled, fliall in the 
<< firft place communicate the wiflies of their fcveral divifion*, 
** relative to any objefts of the fbciety. That they (hall be tu^ 
^ thorifed to anfwer any correfpondence, which may require im- 
^^ mediate attention i and afterwards, that each delegate (haH 
'^ report the fame to his re^edive divifion. Alfo, that they 
*^ ihall confider of the general ftate of the fociety ; but fhall on 
^< no account publifli any new principre, or fet of principles, 
^' until the fame fhall be approved by a majority of the individual 
** members of the fociety at large. 

'^ Ninthly. That it fhall be necefTary for two thirds of ihe 
^* faid delegates to form a committee for the difpatch of bufinefs* 
**And, 

'* Tenthly. That thcfe refolutions and regulations be printed 
•* for the members of the fociety, and that a copy be given to 
*^ each member on his admiffion.r 

*« Maurice Margarot, Chairman. 
« Thomas Hardy, Secretary." 

^ Forafmuch as it is poffible that the grounds of our complaint 
^ may be denied, and that our views and principles may be mif* 
*' reprefented, we defire that every one will ferioufly confider 
'^" and treafure in his memory the flate of fcandalous faSs wbicb 
*\foIlow, — Let him then a(k bimfelf, whether it be the p^rt of a 
<( ^ood citizen to fit quiet under fuch abufes, which have noH 
<^ o^ly increafed, but are at this moment increafing ; and which 
** ou^ht therefore to be remedied without delay. . 

** Till the reign of Henry VI. it was not necefTary for the 
" inblibitant of a county to have* a freehold eftate of 40s. a year, 

"in 
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" in order to vote for the reprefentative 6( hi§ county, tiut'tbtf 
** ftatute of that king, paflcd in the year 14I9, under pretence 
"of preventing difputes ^ elcftions, moft unjuffly deprived a 
^ great part of the commons of this nation of the right of con- 
*'fcnting to thofe taxes which, iiotwitbftAndirtgi they were 
«« compelled to pay* juft as if (iich right had not httri tikeri from 
" them, 

" Till the reign of Queen Anne, it was ndt neceflary fcf'the 
^ inhabitant of a county to have 600I. a year, fn*tfh<54d dr copy'- 
^« hold eftate, in order to his being elefted the /epfefentative of 
" his county. But the ftatute of that queen, pafled ifi the year 
^* 1710, under pr^ence of the freedom of pitfliatficm, t^tliiiA 
** all perfons not poffefled 6f fuch a property frorii Our repreftn- 
^* tation^ whatever be thrir principles, their abilities, of their 
** integrity. 

•*^ Till the reign of William III. parliaments were of right to 
** be called once a year^ or oftener if need be. But the ftatute 
*^ of that king, paflftd in the yeaf 1694, undef pretence of call- 
^ ing thtfiti mofrc fr6q«entily, enafled, th« th^y ffwuld be holdeii 
•* once in three years at the leaft, 

** Ti8 the re4gn df George I. parliaments were therefore of 
<• three ywr^dtfftitiott. But the ftaftrte of thatt king, paflTed in 
** the year 17 15, under pretence of a * ^eftlefe faSion' then ex- 
** ifting ^ the oM^o, ufufffed a powdr of 'enading, that * par- 
" liamenr flifQ»ld rtfpetfKvdiy have continifance for feven years.' 

<* A^ for the fo^poM r^pcefihitclttOn of the peoptcs^ ^^^^ '' 
.^ caU^d ^ < Conifiiert» of England in P^liament a&enibfed}' 

<* The county of CorflwHiU contain? in itfdf atene the priVi- 
'^^ lege of fending fitty-fottr m«ttlbers to pariiamehf, which is 
«« jufl: one left rrt number than thofe of the whole Kngdom of 
-^ Scdtland, e6ntainhtg upx^af ds 6f three rtiillions* of people. 

** Of thcfc forty*f$ur fuppofed rcprcfentatives, two are cleSed 
** by the freeholders of the coua^ ; the reft fit for twenty-one 
cc corporation towns ; of which -^ 

«« Launccftotf 
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Hcftors, • 
l^uncefton has onlj lo mid U the froferty 0/ Lord Elliot 

Lefkeard ••— 9 Ditto 

T •A»Uk;«i • f D. of Northumbcr- 

Truro 13 ........ ^ « Lord Falmouth 

Bodinyn •- — 18 — • • •.-•Sir Fraaeh BafTet 

Helftoti .r.........~... 3 ..............^ ,«....*....D. of Leed», &c. 

Saltaik •- — •• 16 Sir Fiancis Baflet 

Eaft Loc 20 ^ 

WeftLoc 20 } J^'^S' ^""" 

Gnunpottiid*^>.**M...'.« 30 •—•••• • •tLord Somers, 5^c. 

Camelfiird •••*•• 6 Lord CamftUbrd 

Pcnrhyn 50 -^ Sir Francui Bailet 

Tregony 50 Lord Hertford . 

Boffiny % ....».,*..... . 20 .....;..M........ Lord Bute 

{St. Ives 60 Mr. Praed . . 

Fowcy •• 26 - •••••• Prince of Wales, &c# 

St. Germains ......".. 6 •*..•••...•. Lord Elliot 

Cf TLf ;oiio*i ^A C D. of Northmnbcr- 

Kewport •.*.•..•«..»•..• 30 • « Lord Lovaine 

St*Ma«M *.«.#..•..*•» 15 ••....M« ••^••••M* of Bttckingbam 

Cailiiigton .••»••••»••• 30 •*.-*••*.•••...•• M.....«..*XA>r4 Fal^wmii 

EledlOrs 4S}i Members 42. 

<< To thefe we might add, of die £une defcription, ^28 con- 
^ porations, confifting of 354 eledlors, which iend 56 members 
^ to that houfe of commons, vdiick is fo frequently and fd 
* bXkXy calM the democracy of die nation ; whiie the tovrniit 
« ^ Sheffield, Manchefter, Birmingham, Leeds, Wolvei^ 
^ hamptoo, &e* containing above three hundred thou£uid people 
•< hare no cle^ra or rcprefentativea whatever* ' 

^ Upon the nvhcle it appears, that %yj fuppofed repff&ntativ^ 
^ of die people, making a majority of the houfe of commt^ns, 
^ are returned by a number of voterS| not exceeding the thoU^ 
(< fanddi part of the nation. 

^. But aa Proyidenoe has kindly furniibed men, increry ftation, 
^ with faculties neceffary for judging of what concenis Acmfelrcffj 
^ Audi we, the multitude, fiiffisr a few, with no becttr right than 
P Mrfidfe$,«DUfiupthep<iweroff(nre|tiiiigutwi(iK^ 

Q, .. ? Sorely 



(''«4 ): 

** Surely not ! — Let us rather unite in one common cadle, p$ 
" caft away our bondage; being affured, that in fo doing, we 
** grc protefted by a jury of our countrymen, while we are dif- 
•* charging a duty to ourfelves, to our country^ and to man^ 
« kind, 

« Ordered, That the Secretary of the fociety, do tranfinit 
^ copies of the above to all the focieties it\ the nation,- engaged 
^ in. the (ame caufe. 

^ London, May 24, 1 792," 

** Jddrefs from the London Correfponding Soasty, to the Inhd^m 
" bitants of Great-Britain, on the fubjeH of a Parliamentary 
^Reform. 

" Fellow-Citizens, 

*' Of every rank and of every fituation in life, rich, poor, 
^ Jiigh or low \ we addrefs you all as our brethren, on a fubjeft 
^ of the higheft importance^ and moft intii?iately conne(5led with 
'* J:he welfare of every individual who deems Liberty a bleffing, 
" who partakes in the profperity of his country, and who wifhes 
^ to tranfmit as much of either a& he poffibly cmi) to pofterity. 

^ Uninfluenced by party pique or felfifh motived— «o way* 
« affrighted at the frowns of power— not in the leaft awed by 
" the evidently hoftile preparations of a much alarmed Arifto- 
^' cracy, we, the London Correfponding' Society y united with a 
^ view of obtaining a Thorough Parliamentary Reform, 
f* anxioufly demand your ferious and moft colledted attention to 
f' the prefent vitiated ftate of the Britifh Government) we 
^ entreat you to examine coolly and impartially the numerous 
^ abufes that prevail therein, their deftri|<ftive confequences on 
" the poor, and their evil tendency on all 5 ^s alfo the rapidity with 
♦* which thefe abufes encreafe both in niimber and m^^nitude. 
, ^ We next fubmit to your cxaminjition a^i effeftqal mode of 
4<. putting a ftop to them, and of thereby rcftoriiig to our no lefc 
*^ boafted than impaired Conftitution, its priftine Tig6ur and 
^ purity; and wc thereunto warmly folicit.the junftioa of y««l* 
^ efforts with ours, 

^ This great end however we believe attainable, foldy^ by 
l« the who}e natioQ deeply inipreficd vjth a fcufc of its wrong% 

; ' i . *^ wutin|| 



• tihiting, ahd is* it were with one voice dimanding of thofc'tb 
^ whom for awhile it has entrufted its Sovereignty, a reftoradon 

•* of, ANNUALLY ELECTED PARLIAMENTS, UNBIASSED AND 

f UNBouoHT Elections, and an equal Representation 
•* OF THE Whole Body of the People. • •' 

^ Leaving to the enemies of Freedom, all violent, tumulttious^ 
** and unconftitutional proceedings, we invite you to peaceful^ 
** well-regulated, and neighbourly meetings, wherein induftrious 
^ worthy Citizens may as honeft men, as good patriots, in a 
^ reafonable and fenfible manner, laying afide prejudice, ferioufly 
** and earneftly take into confideration their rights, and the wel- 
^ fare of the prefent and fucceeding generations. ' 

** As men can never barter away the rights of their pofterity— 
5* as encroachments on Liberty or Property ceafe not to be 
•* grievances from their being cuftomary and of long-ftanding— * 
^ and as a grievance is not the lefs felt for being denied by thofe 
** who caufe it~feeling grievances enormous,-— feeing our 
** liiberties encroached upon and endeavoured to be entirely pur* 
^ loined from us — as alfo that our plaints are derided by Go* 
** vernment, and ourfelves unlawfully menaced by thofe in power, 
^ we call upon you all, Britons, to remember your privileges as 
« fuch, and to aflert your rights as men — to pay all proper regard 
" to your native freedom 5 and to confider that, being the pro* 
« perty of no man, nor of any fet of men, it is highly difgraceful 
^ for you to fuffer yourfelves any longer to be thus enflaved and 
<< difpofed of as cattle in a fair, as irrational beafts in a market^ 
« to the higheft bidden 

^ Laying afide all pretenfions to originality, we daim no other 
^ merit than that of reconfidering and verifying what has already 
** been urged in our common caufe by the Duke of Richmond, 
" Mr. Pitt, and their then Honeft Party, years back, now differing 
** from them, we fupport with candour and zeal (thereby proving 
^ ourfelves no courtiers) the banner of truth already difplayed 
^ s^ainft the oppreiTors of mankind, and we take a pride in ac- 
** knowledging ourfelves a part of that ufeful clafs of citizens 
" which placemen (penfioned with the extorted produce of our 
** daily labour) and proud nobility wallowing in riches, (acquired 
^ fomehow).aife<^ tg U^at with a contempt tQQ degrading for 
\ . ' .♦Q.^ _" human 



«r )Mm$n npstiit ts tjcar, unle& reconciled to it by ds rcAefiioii^ 
# diat) though, their inferiort in nnk imd fortune^ we equal dient 
^ m teieHtS) and excd dscm in honeftf • 

^ Still, frieadi and fellow citixens, pofieifed of fouls fer fu** 
^ perior to the evil fptrit influenciog tkefe oppredbrs, diefe de^ 
^ haien at inankitid ; ii^ftead of hating, wc oontcmn them> and 
^ our motive if not vengeance, but redrefi* * 

^ A Conftitution we are (aid to pofiefs, we are willing to be^^ 
^ lieve it^-'if good, it allows redreft to a coaij^ning people«*-if 
^ excellent, as many ailert, it muft naturally point out the meantt 
•^. thereof. JL^t it therefore be publicly add carefiiUy examined — i 
<( if it Is really what it ought to be, it cannot be too well known t 
^ if faulty, it caiuiot be too foon amended ; nx can that be done 
<* by a more competent judge than die thus collected fenfe of tbi6 
^ whole nation. ' 

<< It is die right of every individual to be well acquainted with 
^ die taws that bind him ! But how is.the peafitnt, die mechanic, 
^ the manufe^hirer, to cktain that necefiary knowledge } his dm^ 
^ fully employed in Iabouri;ig hard to provide a fcanty meal for 
^his family, and in earnir^ whercrwidi to (ktisfy die frequent 
^ and peremptory demaada of furly tax-gadierers, he has nO 
^ leifure for fuch intricate polidcal refearches ; and even wm he, 
^ by dealing that leiliire fron:> his labour or his fle^, to acquire 
^ the defired infight — fttll with fpirtts depreiled by Us fuiFeiing', 
*^ with fears encreated by die clamorous threats of the peniioned 
<^ aIl«^evouring locufts in office, the fore opprefled fubjed leeli 
<^ the remedy to be far out of his reach, and dreads the confequencd 
^^ of being even fiippofed to know how gready he is wronged.--^ 
<^ Such being the forlorn fituation at diree fourdis of the nation, 
fi how are Britons to obtain information and redrefs i Will the 
^ court, will miniftry, afford etdier i Will parliament grant 
^ them ? . Will the nobks or the clergy cafe die peopk's fu£^r^ 
^ ing f No. Experience hAU us, and prodsunations confirm it^ 
^ dot die intereft and the intendon of power are con^Niied t6 
^ keep, the nadon in torpid ignorance t 

-^^ The only refource then, friends and feflow fidcens, wiU be 
^ found in thofe ibciedes which, inftitul^ with a view to the' 
^ public good, prgm<M6 » g^ieral iiiftm^a vf vur rights at 



( •2X1 ) 
f^mSAi estpofc the aboies of thofe in power^ wad point out"^ 
^ only confticuciofial, the only efFe£hiaI means of forwarding 
^ a publtc inveftigation, and obtaining a complete redreis for 
^ a people ia whole credulous good nature originated their pre^ 
•^lejitdi£Sculde& 

- ^ We will not huzt your feelings by a minate detail of our 
^ common grievances ; you cannot be ignorant, friends and fd- 
^ low fuSererSf how generally power, place, penfion, and title, 
^ are the rewards of men whofe fervices to the court have been of 
^ the greateft prejudice to the country. You painfully feel tlw 
*^ confequences j encreafed taxes, a great part of which are itio& 
^ rildy fquandered \ a heavy national debt, begun with a defiga 
^ of forming a powerful and monied court-party ; continued wii& 
^ nearly die fame view, unto its prefent enormous bulk, and front 
^ its commencement militating againft our liberties \ Too vifihle 
^ are die numerous encroachments on our rights, too conamoii 
*^ the ifl£alence of office, the venality of magiftracy, the perverflon 
^ erf* the laws, die ietdng loofe the military on every occadon, and 
^ thofe occafions eagerly Ibught* The fubje£ls* complaints de- 
^ rided-*»thc one part of the nation turned into fpies and in-> 
^ formers againft the other— the— but wherefore more i Is ha^ 
^ not enough to prove beyond a doubt, that while w^ boaft tbe 
^ beft coaftitudon, the mildeft laws, the freeft government, we 
^arein£i^ fiavesi 

' ^ Yet, fellow cidsens 1 numerous as are our grierances, anl 
^.do& rivetted as weighty to the fhackles on our freedom ; re^ 
^ form one akuie, and the others will all dlfappear. If we once 
^ regain an annually eleded parliament, and that padiament to 
^ be fiurly cholen by aQ, the people wiU again (hare in d)$ 
^ government of dieir country, and their then unbought, unbia&ed 
^ fiiffirages mull undoubtedly (bled a majority of honeO: mem-; 
^ ben^ while die very few unfound ones, that may aodddftadly 
5< obtain &ats, will, from die confideration of their annual de^^ 
^ pendanceon the people, think it highly advifahie to continued^ 
^ dtiguife that procured them Ihetr ele&ton, and at leaft wear 
^^le maik of hon$%«*^ maft neither at all dmes o^cefiary, nor 
fi;ac t^^dioes lyonij in a f^teanial ^^ 



• Let n6 mail imagine himfelf unconcerned in the propoied re-l 

* fonn — ^Let no one think fo meanly of his fituation or abiUtie^, 
** as to fuppofe his coming forward will be of no fervice to the 
•* caufe of liberty \ Numbers, union and perfeverance muft irt 
•* riie end be crowned with fuccefs, while compared with the 
•* finall efforts of each individual afibciating and thereby counte- 
" nandng the demand of the nation to be reftorcd to its conftitu-^ 
•^ tional rights ! How great will appear the advantages refuking 
^ therefrom !— * 

^ An HONEST PARLIAMENT f 

^ An ANNUAL PARLIAMENT 1 

« A PARLIAMENT wherein EACH INDIVIDUAL 
••WILL HAVE HIS REPRESENT ATIVE^ 

^ Soon then fhould we fee our liberties reftored, the prefs free^ 
•^ the laws fimplified, judges unbiaiTed, juries independent, needkfe 

• places and penfions retrenched, immoderate iabries reduced^ the 
•* public better ferved, taxes diminifhed, and the neceflaries of life 

* mare within the reach of the poor, youth better educated, prifon$ 
•* lefs crowded, old age better provided for, and fumptuous feafts at 
** dieexpence of the ftarving poor, lefs frequent. Look not upoa 
^ this, dear countrymen, as an enthufiaftic vifion ; but rather let us 
^ together take a calm and reafonable review of fuch an honeft par-*- 
^ liamentaflembled — ^let us in idea curtail their feilion unto even 
•* diefliort duration of three months in one year, or fixty-four meet-« 

• ings for doing the annual bufinefs of the nation* Still five htm- 
^ dred honeft men, meeting fixty-four times, with both intention 

*and capacity to ferve their country, muft iojometbing muft 

^ employ their time fomehow. Contefted elections,, none or very 
« few, and foon determined; party debates, noney the intereft of 
•• the people being one; long fpeeches much diminiihed> honeft 
•* men feeking reafon not oratory ; no placemen in the fenate, cor-* 
^ rupt influence dies away, and with it all tedious, obftinate, mi-^ 
•^ nifterial oppofition to n^eafures calculated for the public, good : 
•* defiefting chicanery,, oppreflion and injufticeof every kind, this 
^ honeft parliament, finding diat the laws wanted fimplification 
^ and arrangement^ would fet about it, however deftru£bve their 
^ labgurs might prove to Ae fordid^intercft of an ambitioiis judgef 
r > , •^aprofti'f 
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^ a proftitttted council, a packed jiiiy, or a rile herd of pettyfbg-^ 
** gers, trading juftices, bailifFs, or runners. 

• ** Finding that a moft extraordinary wafte of public money had 
*< taken place under the different pretences of places, penfions, 
'*^contra(as, armaments, fubfidies, fecret fervice money, &c our 
*' honeft and annual parliament would, ^fter narroi^y fcrutinizing 
•^ the fame, retrench every fum, needlefsly or wickedly laid oiit. 

• ** Recalling to their mind that wife and wholefome provilion of 
** the 1 2th of William III. chap. 2. enafting, that Jll rcfoluthns 
^ taken in the privy council Jhall be figned by fuch pf $he privf^ 
*f ^un^il as Jhall advife and confent to thefame^ They would call 
** for an immediate renewal of that long-fufpended law, and by 
** fo doing, all deftruftive fecret influence will be rooted up, and 
*« the people' could then, at all times, difcover who were thor 
^ friends, and who their foes. 

** The people's parliament finding, that under various- pre-* 
«* tences grants of common land had been obtained by fundry per-. 
^ fons, no ways^to the benefit of the community, but very much 
<* to the diftrefs of the poor, the fame would be foon reftored to 
^ the public, and the robbed peafant again enabled annually to 
♦* fupply his diftrefled family with an increafed quantity of bread 
^ out of the profit arifing from the liberty regained of grazing ai 
^ cow, two or three flieep, or a brood of geefe thereon, 

** With deteftation would that parliament view any mar? enjoy- 

•* ing the emoluments of fix or feven pla<;es, either needlefs and 

^ overpaid, as requiring altogether but one ofncer, or elfe their 

*' feveral duties neglefted, and the public thereby deprived of that 

*' fervice for which they pay their money. 

. ^* Numerous other reforms would undoubtedly take place, 

" even in the firft feffion of parliament fo elected, dependent only 

^ on their e)e(Sl:ors the people. Untorn therefore by faSion, un- 

" divided by party, uncorrupted by miniftry, and uninfluenced 

*^ but by the public good, every tranla£tion would tend to re- 

** form, and a ftrift oeconomy, its natural confequence, might 

t* foon enabl? us to reduce our taxes j and by the integrity of par- 

** liament, that redu6tion would light upon fuch obje<fts as befl; 

^ might relieve the poor. This to the people would prove an 

^ advantageous and 2^ noy^l k&on^ au4 to an honeft parliament 

f Agt ^ tirefome one, 

^ Therefore 



. ^ ThereffHt Briton^ friends^ and kVLovr dtisenSy with IwiiA' 

* and heart onite^ claim what is your rights peiievere and h^> 
<* free; for who ihall dare to witbftand our juft demands ! — Op* 
^prei&on already tremblii^ at the voice of individus^s, wili> 
^ ihrink away and di&ppear for ever, when the nation united ihall 
^ afiert its fxrivilegeS) and demand their reftoration. 

« Signed by order, 

« M. MAR GAR O % Chairm«u 
« J. HARDYy Secretary. 

* Ordered, diat fte fecreCary of this ibciety, do tranlmit copies of 
^ the above to all the ibcieties in the nation, engaged in dio 
<* £une caufe. 

** London, Augoft 6, 1792." 

Mr. Erjkine. Be fo good as to read the quotation from Thom^ 
fcn's poem on liberty. 

It W0S read^ 

•* Unbleft by virtue, government a league 

^ Becomes, a circling junto of the great^ 

** To rob by law > religion mild, a yoke 

♦* To tame the ftooping foul, a trick of ftate 

* To malk their rapine, and to fture the prey* 

*' Without it, what are fenates, but a fece 

*' Of confultation deep, and reafon free, 

•* While the determined voice and heart are fold ? 

" What boafted freedom, but a founding name ? 

«* And what eleftion, but a market vile, 

««Offlavesielf.barterM? '' 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. H ardy'i 
houfe. 

Mr. Bowery to Alexander Grant. Is that the prifoner's hand- 
Twriting ? 

A. I cannot fay that it is, 

^ Do you believe^ it to be his hand-writing f 

A. It is different from the other hand-writing* I do not beSevtf 
it to be his hand-writing, 

Mrn Erjkine. I admit it. 

[Itx^asread:^ ' y^ 
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*« Mr. N. Hibbert, Prefident of the Society of the Friends of 
«' Univerfal Peace, and of the Rights of Man, at Stockport. 

« Sir, 
*' I am direfted by the London Correfponding Society^ united 
^ with a view of obtaining a parliamentary reform^ to inform you, 
*' that they read with great fatisfaAion, in the papers of laft 
•* week, your interefting account of the inftitation and proceed- 
** ings of the Society of the Friends of Univerfal Peace and of the 
*' Rights of Man, and feize with joy the firft opportunity oif 
** commencing an acquaintance and correfpondence with men 
** who aiS; on a (Imilar plan to themfelves ; they therefore have 
" ordered me to tranfmit to you, fir, as prefident, a few 
** copies of their adJrefles to the nation on that fiibjeft, and to 
*^ invite you to (tmilar communications on your part, always 
^* remembering that union^ good order^ and numbers, are abfo- 
*' lutely neceflary to our fuccefs* We began to aflbciate laft 
^ January, and fince the late proclamation we have increafed 

*' rapidly* 

" I am. Sir, 
«* Your very humble fcrvant* 
** London, i itb September, lygi-" 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's 
houfe. 

[// was read,] 

« Dear Sir, 
" In obedience to the wiflies of the fociety here, I have the 
*' pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter and the 
*' packet which the kindnefs of our brothers of the London Cor<- 
*' refponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with; 

*' It is doubly deferving our thanks, as it (hews your kindnefs, 
" and as it will be ufeful in the formation of our infant fociety. 
" We ftand much in need of your experience in this particular, 
** and we doubt not of your beft af&flance. We are furrounded 
*' by a majority, a formidable one indeed, in power, abilities, and 
*^ numbers i but we are not difmayed. 

CL2 «We 
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** We have carefully perufed the addrcffes, and I am to obferve 
" on their contents in general, that the fcntiments hardly rife to 
** that height which we expeft from men fenfible of their full 
" claims to abfolute and uncontrolable liberty, i. e. unaccounta- 
^ ble to any power which they have not immediately conilituted 
^' and appointed. 

*' Thefc are our fentiments whatever may be yours, though in 
^^ the prefent flate of political knowledge it may be prudent not 
" to avow them openly. We defirc your fentiments on the 
^^ means of accomplifhing that object which we prefume you 
" have in view in common with us. We think it expedient that 
<* we (hould perfectly underftand each other in the beginning, left 
*' the appearance of difunion might furnifli matter of triumph to 
" our enemies* We obferve one cxprelfion, which fays, * Nu- 
<^ mcrous other Reforms would undoubtedly take place, &c. &c.' 
^' But we aflc how is that Parliament to be chofen ? Can we expefi 
^' it from the prefent order of things ? Would not all the evil be 
<* done away at once by the people aflembled in Convention ? Does 
^^ it appear probable that the odious laws which we complain of 
^< will be abolifhed any other way i Can the grievances ariiing 
*' from ariftocracy be redreiTed while the — retains its pre- 
" fent authority in the legiflature ? Is the univerfal right of 
<^ confclence ever to be attained while the B ■ ' maintain 
.*^ their feat on the « . 

«* Your thoughts on thefe important points we moft earneftly 
^' defire may be tranfmitted to us as Toon as pof&ble ; not dired- 
" ed as the laft, we fear it will excite fufpicion. Direct: to Mr. 
** Jofeph Heamer, Petty Carr, Stockport, who is Chairman oc- 
*• cafionally in the abfence of N. Hibbert, who refides too far 
^^ from hence to be at hand on emergencies. 

*• Your's, &c. 

« P. W. Frost.'' 
AddrefTed, Mr. Thomas Hardy, Bpot and 

Shoemaker, near Piccadilly. 
Indorfed, Rec. 27th of Sept. 1792. 
Anf. I ith of OSt^ and fent a copy of the Addrefs. 



( ai7 > 
Mr. Edward LauzUH.^^l found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
[// was nadJ] 
^ The Friends Of Univerfal Peace and of the Rights of Man 

Society, 

** Mr. Joseph Heamer. 

** Sir, LondoJiy nth O^. 1792- 

•* With infinite fat!sfa<Slion the London Correfponding Society's 

•* Committee perufed your letter ; they are happy to learn your 

** fteady determination, fpite of all obflacles, to purfue that 

*^ fole means of political felicity a perfect S^eprcfentatioa of the 

« People. 

** With regard to our publications, our fentiments are exprefled 
** in as ftrong terms as prudence w;ll permit ; yet plain enough 
^ we imagine to convince the public, that while we expe£l every 
^ thing from an honeft and an annual Parliament, nothing fhort 
^ of fuch a Senate chofen by the whole nation, will fatisfy us^ 

** True generofity, the chara£teriftic of this nation, afid of 
** all unperverted men throughout the globe, calliog upon us to 
^^countenance, at this jundure, the arduoi^s firuggle of the 
V French natiop againft defpotifoi ^nd ariftocracy, tbefe foes to 
^ the human race, we have refolved upon addrefSng the French 
** National Convention^ 

** Without entering into the probable effects of fuch a meafure^ 
**cffc£ls which yoiir Society will not fail to difcover, we invite 
" you to joi^ M^) and to that end herewith you have a copy of our 
^ intended addrefs ; if you approve the idea, and >yill concur ia 
'^ fending it, be pleafed to return us, without delay, a copy figned 
** by your prefident and fecretary, or by the delegates, ftating 
^ each for how maoy perfons he figns, we will then aflociate your 
** body with ours, and with fome others who have already af- 
•* fented to the meafure. If, on the contrary, you difapprove that 
** mark of zeal towards the only nation that has hitherto underr 
^ taken to reftore |o mankind its juft rights, pkafe to communi- 

^* catc to us your objeftions. 

« I am. Sir, 
^* for the Committee of Delegates, 

*' Your's, &c. 

** M. M, Ch." 
0^3 Mr. 



>Mr. Bower^^l will prove p9f t of this letter to be in Mr. Hcffa 
Tookc's hand-writing. 

Mr. miUam Waodfatt. {Sw&rn,) 
Examined by Mr. Bower, 

^ Are you acquainted with Mr. Hornc Tooke's hand- 
writing? 

J. Yes. 

^ Look at that letter, and fee whether there is any part of it> 
Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

J, 1 do not think that part of if is Mr. Tooke's hand-writings 
but there is an interlineation which X believe to be his haod^ 
writing. 

^ Have youfeenhim write? 

jf. I have, and believe that to be his hand-writing, 
' ^ Which are the parts ? 

A. The word *Hhings" over the firft line of all other things put 
with a caret, the word ** incapacitated" is mended apparently, the 
word *• for," and the word ** views,*' refeniblc his charaSer. 

^. Do you believe it to be his ? 

J. I believe it to be his characSer, it is the conclufion of the 
writing* 

Mr, Er/kine-^rr-ThQ Jury fliould know this is a paper that has 
been already read. 

Js It is apparently his, but it was written at a tavern, or in that 
ioofe manner which people are apt to write in when not ^t home 
at their deflcs ; but I think rt is his character. 

Mr. Maclean called again^ 

4^r. Law — Where did yoU find that paper I 

J. I found it at Mr> Adams's, 

^. To Aiexaniir Grant-^U that fignaturc Mn Hardy's' 
hand- writing ? 

J. That is not the ufual way h^. figns his-n^me ^ I believe it isj- 
his writing, 

. [It' was read,]i 

?* D.Adams 
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f< D. Adams, Efq^ Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional 
Information. 
« Sir, 
" Your favour of the 3d inftant, informing us that our pro- 
*^ pofal for addreffing the French National Convention had met 
*' witii the approbation of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
*' tion, we have ioclofed you a copy of the addrefs we have drawn 
*^ up, and mean to fend, the Society at large having approved 
« of It. 

" Not in the leaft prcfuming to propofe it for the adoption of 
" your Society, burfelves will joyfully throw it afide, and 
^* as readily fubfcribe to any production of your's better cbIcuJh 
*♦ lated to anfwer the purpofe, and lefs unworthy being prefented 
** to fo auguft an affembly. 

** Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but ho- 
** neft addrefs will be adopted by fome other focieties in concur- 
« rence with our own ; and, refpeSing the manner of figning, of 
** conveying, and of prefenting it, your better experienced advidi 
*• will greatly oblige, 

<* Gentlemen, 

" Your very humble Servant, for 

♦* The Committee of the 

<' London Gorrrefyonding Society, 
** MauricbIVIargarot, Chairmaril 
" Thomas Hardy, Sec^." 
*« Thurjaay lUh OSf. 1792. 
•* D, Adams, Efq. Took*s Court, 
Chancery-lane." 

Mr. Edward Lautun depofed that he found the following 
letters in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

[They were read, J 

« Sir, 

*^ Your favour of the i.ith inflant, and the addrefs of the Lon- 

" don Correfponding Society, were read at a meeting of the So- 

" ciety for Conftitutional Information heldlaft Friday, and I am 

" deCred to cxprefs their thanks to the London Correfponding So- 

0,4 "ciety 
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'^ ciety for thefaid addrefs, and tqaflure them, that they dohigh^ 
*^ \y approve of the fpirit of the fame. 
'^ I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 
*« Your moft obedient Servant, 

*' D. Adams, Seer, to the Sxxriety for Confti- 
^^ tutional Information.*' 
« Took's Court, 
« Monday J i$th OSt. 1792. 
<< Maurice Margarot, Efq. Chairman tp 
*' the London Correfponding Society.** 

f* Mr. Thomas Walker, Prelidcnt of the Mancheftcr 
Conftitutional Society. 
« Sir, 

<* Multiplicity of bufincfs prevented pur Secretary from ?in- 
** fwcring your kind favour of the :^6th ult. We content our- 
^^ felves this day with (ranfipitting to you for the confideration of 
<' the Manchefter Correfponding Society our intended ^ddrefs to 
•* the French National Convention ; if your Society approves of it, 
'* and will join us, the manner in which you will do fo remains with 
^' you ; but we imagine, that the fending us back a copy of the 
<^ addrefs, iigped by the Prefident 9nd the Secretary, dating the 
** nun^ber pf perfons for whom they fign, will be fufficient to^ 
*' authorize us to join the nan>e of your refpeftable Society with 
** others concurring in the fame meafure. We likewife requeft 
?* your fpeedy anfwer dire£led as before to T. H. &c. 

« M. M. Chairman of the C. of D. &c» 

?* We mean to concert with the London Conftitutional So- 
<' ciety about the beft method pf conveying and prefenting the 
♦'Addrefs. 

«« 0£f. 10, 1792.?? 

« Sir, 

," The London Correfponding Spciety has received your Ic^- 

«« ter of. the 6th inftant, diredled to their Secretary. We arc 

" happy to learn your determination in favour of freedom. Our- 

« felves, to give it all the countenance we can afford, have deter- 

" mined 



( ^21 T 

** ipined on a friendly addrefs to the French National Conven- 
" tion. We hope the concurrence of many focieties. Annexed 
** you have a copy of it, and if the different affiliated Societies 
" in your neighbourhood will join us in tranfmitting that mark 
** of our approbation to the French, it will only be necefTary for 
" you with all fpecd to return us a copy of the addrefs figned by 
" the Prefident and Secretary, or by the delegates, dating i\\^ 
" number of perfons for whom they fign. 
*'Iam, Sir, 

** For the Committee of the 

" London Correfponding Society, 

" Your very humble fervant, 
« LonJotty I ith Oa. 1792. « M^ M. Ch/' 

^ To the Revolution Society at Norwich." 

^ Derby Society for Political Information. 
"Mr. S. Eyre., 

"Sir, London f jgth O^r. 179a. 

** With pleafurc we acknowledge your favour of the i6th in- 
" ftant, and return you our thanks for the papers fent us ; as alfo 
*' for thofe from the New Society at Nottingham, to whom we 
" widi you would communicate this and the inclofcd addrefs, 
** which our Society, joined by fome others, intend to prefent to 
*' the French National AfTembly ; we cordially invite your So- 
^ ciety, and that at Nottingham, to concur with us alfo in the 
** fame ; which, if you do, we defire you will fend us back a 
" copy, figned by the Prefident and Secretary of each Society^ 
" and, at the fame time, ftate the number of members you re- 
>' fpeSively fign for, as the greater the number^ the greater will the 
^^efe^be. 

*^ Our hopes are as fanguine as yours, and, perhaps, our num- 
" hers increafe as faft : rcafon and good order muft make us in- 
" vincible. I am^ Sir, for the London Correfponding Society, 

• *' Yours^ &c. 

•^M. M. Ch. 

" Pleafe to let us have your decifion as foon as pofSble.** 

" Sir, 
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" Sir, London^ OSf. 18, 1792. 

«* The London Correfponding Society learn with pleafure, 
*' that the Society for Conftitutional Information approve of the 
" fpirit of our addrefs : but, to come back to the point, we ima- 
** gine that as you previoufly had approved the meafure, and that 
** now you approve the fpirit of the addrefs itfelf, we may with 
" propriety afkyou, whether you will concur with us in fending 
<* that addrefs, or whether you will draw up another, better fuited 
** to the prefent circumftances, and permit us to join you in 

<^ tranfmitting it to the French National Convention. 

« 

« D. Adams, Sec. to the Conftitutional Society.'* 

•* Mr. Secretary, 

" Sir, Norwicbj Nov. i tth^ 1793. 

<* We, the Society for Political Informatton, ztt defirous of 
" holding, and ftrenuoufly fupporting the noble fentiments which 
*' you fojatelyand friendly difpcrfed among us; and, as we fo 
*' much admire your well adapted plan for a reforniation in the 
** llate, permit us, with the utmoft deference to your worthy 
" Society, to participate with you in all your great national cor- 
** refpondence, which your very name promifes to maintain ; and, 
" in confequence thereof, it is humbly defired by the Society 
" which I have the happinefs to reprefcnt, to incorporate three 
** members with your worthy fraternity j in doing which, I ftall 
•^here inform you of their names and rcfidence, which are as fol* 
" lows : Mr. Ifaac Saint, at the Weaver's Arms, St. Auguftins^ 
** Norwich ; Mr. Anthony Caddwould, cordwainer, near the 
« Globe,. ditto; George Knapp, near ditto. Our principal de- 
" fign. Sir, in doing this, is, that we may have an opportunity of 
" knowing more exatSly what may be thought the moft eligible 
•' fteps to be taken in carrying on this great bufinefs of our aflb- 
" ciated brethren, ^nd to have an opportunity to afk fuch fort of 
*' queftions as may be thought very rcrfonable among the bre- 
•* thren, eipocially when we think that publications are covered 
" with a fortof obfcurity in its language, as the SheiEeld people's 
" declaration, which feemed. determined to fuppprt the Duke of 

*« Richmood's 
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** Richmond's plan only ; but fince we find, in a printed letter 

** received from them in a book, that they mean to abide by feme 

^y moderate reform, as may hereafter be brought forward by the 

•' Friends of the People, which method is uncertainto U8. Again 

*^ we find that the Friends of the People and the Society for 

*5 Conftitutional Information do not exactly agree. We could 

•^ be glad to. know the reafon i it fecms to me as though the dif- 

♦* ference was this— the Friends of the People mean only a par-.. 

" tial reform ; becaufe they leave out the words exprcffing the 

^^ Duke pf Richmond's plan, and talk only of a reform ; while the 

•♦ Manchefler people feem to intimate, by addrefling Mr. Paine, 

** as though they were intent upon republican principles only : 

^ now, to come clofep to the main queftion, it is only defired to 

** know whether the generality of the Societies mean to reft fa- 

<^ tisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only ; or, 

•* whether it is their private defign to rip up Monarchy by the 

** roots, and place Democracy in its ftead. I fhall now, Sir, 

** give you an cxaft account of what plan we could wifll 

** to obtain, which I have falready moved for at our general 

« meeting, viz, a full and equal reprefentation of the whole 

**"body of the people, a general fuflfrage of votes, and an- 

*^ nual parliaments, I remember the Sbciety for Conftitutional* 

^^ Information intimated to us that Mr« Ba(ham ufed to write to 

•* them in the name of the Revolution Society; if you approve 

<^ of that appellation, pray be fo kind as to give us a full and (k-p 

*' tisfa£faory anfwer, I fhall fay no more 'at prefent, but remain 

*^ a ^iend to peace, not to anarchy ; a well-wifher to the rights 

^' of man when obtained by confept ; and your moft* obedient and' 

^f humbb fervant^ 

♦* Oborgb Knapp, Chairmaiu 

«* lisAAC Saint, Secretary. 
^ Anth'^. Caddewould, Member, 
** P. 8, I (hould efteem it a favour to be informed of the town 
*♦ rcfidfence of the Lords Kenyon and Loughbojough, for a mat- 
^* ter of private concern. • 

« Addtefled to Mr. Thomas Hardy, to., be left ?t the Bell,, 
«<Ex^terTftreer> Strand, Londo/i.^ 

I <^ Fellow 
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** Fellow Citizens, 
** Vour letter of the nth inftant was, by the Secretary, laid 
•* before the Committee of Delegates of the London Correfpond^ 
" ing Society. 

** Having never before heard of your Society, they wifli to 
•* have focne further information concerning it, as to its origin, its 
** principles, and the number of its members ; fuch an account in 
** your next letter will give them great fatisfadion. They do 
** not thoroughly comprehend how it would be poffible to incor* 
" porate with our Society three of your members refiding in 
** Norwich, inafmuch as it would be impoffible to communicate 
^* to them at that diftance all our correfpondence, and they could 
^ not attend our Committees, where the bufmefs is tranfaded. 
** If it is information you want, they very readily will anfwer any 
^' queflion you may put to them ; and, to that end, invite you to 
•* a regular correfpondence. As to the objedl they have in view, 
^ they refer you to their addrefTes : you will therein fee they 
*^ mean to dlfleminate political knowledge, and thereby engage 
^* the judicious part of the nation to demand a reftoration of tbeir 
*^ rights in annual parliaments, the members of thofe parliaments 
" owing their ele£lion to the unbought and even unbiafTed fuf- 
^< frage of every Citizen in pofleffion of his reafon, and not inca- 
^ pacitated by crimes. They confider the obtaining fuch par- 
*' liaments to be (he ground-*work of every necefiary reform } to 
*< this therefore they fteadily adhere, and turn themfelves neither 
<< to the right nor tp the left, to follow any othe:r plan whatever; 
^< the rules and order of their Society being fo plain and eafy^ 
•* that, if they can get a majority of the nation to ad as they do, 
« the propofed reform will efFeft itfelf. They look upon the 
** trifling difference that may have arifen between the feveral So- 
«« cieties to be of very little confequence, and think they will fub- 
** fide without any ways injuri|]g the caufe. 

*' They think it a matter of fmall importance whatever name 
" you choofe to adopt. They advife you to follov^ their plan, 
" and divide yourfelves into fmall Societies, ea^h of which to, 
" choofe a deleg4te j the delegates, when met, to form the Com- 
•* mittee, and tranfacSt the bufinefs of the Society; afterward^ 
•* let each delegate report to his divifion the bufmefs fo done; 

«kt 
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'^ let him admit frefli members, communicate ftcfh intelligence, 
^^ encourage political difcuffion, or read to you fuch books as may 
<^ convey the inftru<Slion your weaker members ftand in need 
** of; but, above all, be careful to pfeferve peace and good order 
** among you ; let no difpute be carried to excefs ; leave mo- 
" narchy, democracy, and even religion, entirely afidc ; never 
'^ difpute on thefe topics, let your endeavours go to increafc the 
" numbers of thofe who wifh for a full and equal reprefenta^ioii 
" of the people, and leave to a parliament, fo chofen, to form 
" plans for remedying the exifting abufes ; ihould they then not 
" anfwer your expectation at the year's end, you may chufe others 
** in their ftead- The Committee offer you every afEftance in 
" their power, but requeft that your queftions may relate chiefly 
^ to' the methods of obtaining a reform in Parliament. Like 
" yourfelves, they are friends to peace, not anarchy, and well- 
*^ wifliers to the rights of man ; yet not fo fanguine in their ex« 
" pe£tations as to imagine thofe rights will be reftored by the 
*' fpontaneous confcnt of thofe who have fo long deprived man- 
*' kind of them. Underdanding that you are many Societies in 
'^ Norwich,- the Committee recommend to you to unite upon 
*' the plan before mentioned ; the correfpondcnce, then carried 
*' on by one Committee, will ferve you all : they likewifc re- 
^ commend the appointment of one of the leaft confpicuous 
** of your members to receive fuch letters as may be fent to 
^ the Society, left, if he be well known about your town 
^^ to be a member^ fome interruption might take place in the 
" delivery. 

" I am, for the London Correfponding Society, moft fin- 

^ cerely> 

" Fellow Citizens, 

" Your fellow-labourer in the caufe of freedom, 

«' M. M. Chairman.'* 

** The Committee of the Friends of the People. 

" Gentlemen, London^ the \Ji February^ I793- 

« We are inftrufted by the Committee of Delegates of the 
*' London Correfponding Society to exprefs the fatisfaftion they 

*^ experience 
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•* experience in finding, by your anfwer to our letter, that your 
^ Society are willing to conamunicate freely with thofe whofe 
^' friends they profefis themfelves to be : Not the lefs determined 
^^ to obtain the defired reform, had you refufed to a<St in concert 
'* with us, we yet freely acknowledge that your concurrence 
*^ will add great weight to our fo juft demand. Leaving the 
<< diflin£lion$ of rank, talents, and fortune, entirely out of 
^^ the queftion, on a fubjefi in which every man is equally 
'^ interefted, all mud be convinced^ that when Members of 
'^ Parliament demand a reform, abufes certainly exift ; and 
*^ that when men, diftinguiibed for their knowledge of the 
-^ laws, join in the purfuit, its conftitutionality is fufficiently 
'^ warranted. 

*^ With you we think, that * the common happinefs of air 
(* is the only conftitutional authority laws can claim— that laws 
^^ (b founded, muft meet the aiFedions of the whole nation ; and 
^^ that thofe who feek the moft effeSual means of obtaining 
** (uch, * equally promote the prefent peace and the future 
" profperity of their couutry/ 

** Venerating with you our excellent conftitution, we are 
** firmly perfuaded the reflormg it to its primitive purity will be 
•* found a fuflicient remedy againft every abufe we complain of. 
** Did we, however, deem lefs highly of its principles, we 
** could not be brought to think ourfelves fo greatly degene- 
*' rated as to be unequal to the renewal of a tafk which our 
** forefathers undertook, without fearing it would prove beyond 
** their ftrength, not to difgrace them by fupinely fubmitting to 
*' a total overthrow of the glorious fabric, reared by their valour 
" and cemented with their blood, from premature apprehenfions 
" of * the tempeft that might enfue' in a conflift of oppreffion 
** againft general good — pecuniary intereft, and' life itfelf, are 
*f never to be brought into competition with liberty. 

" We thank your Society for your kind advice concerning 
" peace, order, a^d obedience to the laws : We made them 
*' the foundation of our union, as our addrelTes fufKciently 
** evince—- we have never departed from legal obedience, and 

« have 
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V have ^reby Fruftrated the evil defigns of all thoTe who mill-* 
<^ tate agaioft reform. 

«* You acknowledge, that * to wifh fuccefs to the caufe of 
** freedom is congenial to the heart of a Briton/ inftead there- 
" fore of admitting your argument againft our having publifhed 
^ fuch fentiments by a friendly addrefs to the National Conven- 
« tion of France, that you, that all other Societies, that the 
" ^vhole nation did not catch the generous flame, and follow 
*^ our example — as to the handle likely to be made of it by our 
*' corrupt oppoTers, (and well we have noted them) let them 
" ufe it like moft of their other machinations, it will only ac- 
*' celerate that which they dread. 

« .We muft obferve, that at a time when the enemies of man- 
" kiad are exerting every power to crufti the inftnt effort of 
« French liberty, it became our duty, as friends to human hap- 
" pinefs, to exprefs the juft abhorrence we entertained of a 
*' manifefto which we conceived aimed, not fo much at the 
" liberty of France, as a.t the liberty of the world. But to make 
** any particular, comments upon that manifefto is now unne* 
*^ ceflary, as it might be uniafe^-we only wifli every Briton to 
*^ perufe it. 

** Regardlefs of any evil intention, which the malice of our 
<^ enemies may attribute to our condu<5i, we remain confcious 
*' of our reftitude ; and that we therein afied up to the free^ 
^^ open, manly, generous national cbarader of Britons --a 
<^ charader which oppre/Hon, affifted by enervating luxury, has 
^^ not yet been able to entirely extinguiih. 

** Unnoticed, however, you have paffed over our ftatement of 
** abiifes, our addreffes to the nation, our demand of proteftion, 
** addreflfed to thofe whofc duty it is to afford it, and our an- 
" fwer to the calumnies of Mr. Reeve's Aflbciation, we requeft 
« your notice of them. PrcflTed likewife by our numerous 
*' country correfpondcnts to give them authentic information of 
** what mcafures you mean to purfue, when you mean to begin, 
•' and how far you intend carrying your propofed reform ; we 
** beg your explicit anfwer on thefs heads, and that you will 

" enable 
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^ enable us fpeedily to rightly inform the country thcrcon-^no 
*' ways doubting, but that from your anfwcr^ We (hall bd 
«* enabled to aflure them that you are really what your. title im- 
** ports^ the Friends of the People^ for many thoufands of whom, 
•* in the name of the London Corrcfponding Society, united in 
" one common intereft and purfuit, with many other Societies 
« in different parts of the Wand, altogether forming no defpi-% 
" cable number of ufcful members of fociety. We have th© 
*' honour of fubfcribing ourfelves, 

'* Your fellow labourers, and bumble fcnrants.** 

" I am direfled by the Society of the Friends of the People 
** to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated February i, 
** 1 793 > having pledged ourfelves by our public afts and docu- 
*' ments, to ufe every effort in our power for the purpofe of ob- 
^' taining a complete, fubilantial, and radical reform of the 
" reprefentation of the people in Parliament, we never can be 
** fuppofed to have furrendered to any other body of men the 
** excrcife of our own difcrelion, with refpedl both to the plan 
" which we deem moft effeftual for the purpofe, and the time 
" which we may think moft favourable for offering it to the 
*^ public ; at prefent we think, that to make public our views 
*' on thefe fubjefts, would be to furnifh arms to ouf enemies^ 
*< and to injure the caufe in which we arc engaged^ The 
<* period, however, is probably not very far diftant when thefe 
<< particulars will be made known to the public $ it is fuiHcient 
<* now toexprefs our confidence, that that moment will prove 
** by evidence more fubftantial than profeffions j that we will 
** propofe no plan of reform which is fliort of an effeflual dc- 
*^ ftrufiion of abufes in the reprefentation of the people, and 
*^ that we have honeflly exerted every faculty we poffefs in 
** chufing the time moft favourable to the fuccefs of our plan, 

" We have learned, with affiflion and indignation, the ar- 
•* bitrary and unconftltutional interruption of meetings of 
" citizens, peaceably and lawfully affembled for the dicuffion 
" and maintenance of their rights, Wc have ever viewed with 

«* utter 
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^ titter diTapprobation, both of their principles anS proceedings,^ 
** the aflbciations who have been the authors or inftruments of 
^ this perTecu'tioii. Their principles, we think, are repugnant 
** to'the free fpifit of the Engliflxlawj and their conduft, we 
*^ thint, has been as injurious and oppreflive, as the prihciple. 
^ of their inftitution is unconllitutional and abfurd. But deeply. 
" penetra'ted as we are with thefe fentiments, we neither pof- 
"Tefled power nor legal competence to interpofe for the protec- 
***ti6nof an in8ividual, fuffering even under the moft unjufl 
" profecutioh, we cannot therefore feel ourfelves blameable for 
** inadlion in cafes of which the particulars were never laid be- 
*' fore us, and in wliich it might have been perhaps impoiSble, 
** and p'erhap's improper, for us to have interfered. 

<^ We do not think it neceilary to make any particukr re-^ 
^' marks on thofe publications which you have put forth s we 
^' are not called upan to pronounce any judgment .on the pub* 
*^ Ucatiqns of individuals or focieties i and however we may. la-* 
*' ment the grievances of which fome of your publications. com- 
*' plain, our efforts mufl neccffarily be limited to the objeS: of 
^ our inftitution— the creation of an organ to fpeak the public 
** voice in legiflation, 

*' We cahnot help expre&ng fome furprife at the infof ma- 
** tion, that Societies in different parts of the kingdom, who 
** Mrere foKcitous abdut the nature artd exterit of our plans o^ 
•* Refoi^fti, inflead of expreffing fuch fdlrcitude to oui-fdlvfes^ 
** fllould have chofen the indireft and circaitods channel of any 
** other Society. Hfid they applied to the Friends of the People 
**direft1y^ they w6uWaffa redly have I'eccived every irtforma- 
" tion ccnipat?ble wi'th prodcrice, and with a due regard to the 
" fuccefs of dur comtnon catife. 

** On the fubjeft of your correfpdndehce w?th the I^atibhal 
* Convention of France, we freely communicated to you our 
«* opinfoh in our laft leher ; we fee no re^fon to change the 
** fentinfients vvhich we then exprefled on the prudence and tcn^^^ 
^ dehcy oT that meafure, for though we riot only * acknowledge,' 
^ but avow with pride, * that to wilh Tuccefs to the caufe of 
** frcfifd'6'ni is congenial to the heart of a Briton j' yet we can- 

R " not 
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^< not. think that men engaged in fo momentous a caufe, as ttutf, 
** of parliamentary reform, are entitled to make public declara* 
** tions, even of their moft virtuous fentimierits, in any manner 
** v^htch may injure that caufe, ferve the purpofes^and ftrengthen, 
** thd pretexts of Its eneoiies* Far be it from us to treat witfa, 
" feverity arid rigour even thofe errors and indifcretions inta 
^ which men may be betrayed by a generous zeal for the caufe 
"of freedom, but (urely It cannot be denied, that the cone-' 
** fpondence of Societies In this country with public bodies in. 
** France, has furniflied the moft fpeclous pretences to intereff ed 
" men, for confounding a virtuous fenfibility to the interefts of 
** liberty in other countries, with a criminal intention to intro^ 
^ duce diforder and civil commotion into our own ; it is chieiljr 
" by the help of this pretext, that defigning men have fo fuc- 
^ ceftfully pra£tifed on the alarms of the public, and chat timid 
*^ honefty has been rendered the dope and the inftrument of* 
^ corruption. But on this fubjefl all further remark is novir 
<^ become unnecefiary, as evei'y good citizen muft norw feel 
** htmfelf precluded from all politico) intercourfe with France,* 
•* (for a period which we earneftly pray may be very fliortjf 
••by a war, the principle of which we utterly difapprove^ the 
•^ inevitable evils of which we deeply deplore, and at the poffible 
^ confequences of which we tremble. Among the moft wife 
•* and boneft friends of liberty there muft arife frequent differ-' 
•• ences of opinion and of condu£k; and thefe differences, the 
^^ natural effect of an independent judgment and an independent 
•* fpirit, are perfedly compatible with mutual confidence and eo« 
^ operation } when indeed defigning perfons avail themfelves of 
'< fuch differences, to fow diftruft and to infinuate fufpicions 
•• againft the charaders and intentions of men, it is. then only^ 
•• that they become pernicious and injurious^* Againft pradices^ 
•* which might produce fuch a fpirit of difunion and diftruft, it 
••^isvfufcly almoft wapeceflary to warn the friends of liberty, at a 
^ moment when our enemies are fo formidable and fo united., 
*• They have facrificed all inferior interefts and all former dif- . 
•• ferences to their common Intereft, in perpetuating abufes and 
*• corruptions. Let it not be faid, that more generous motives 
•^ have a lefs powerful influence en the hwtoan mind, and that 
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•^ the love of liberty is not able to produce that union among 
^ her fi'iends, which in her enemies has arifen from the mofl: 
** abjeft and fordid paffions. 

** It feems fcarce ncceffary to reprefent to the London Cor- 
* refpondihg Society the peculiar neceffity of circunifpe<Slion 
*^ and moderation, at a moment when the rood venial indifcre- 
^ tion of the friends of reform is remarked with fuch malignant 
^* watchfulnefs, and converted into an argument againft the 
^ caule of reforhi itfelf. 

** He. muft furely either be a fecret enemy, or an unfafe and 
^ pernicious friend of that caufe^ who could prompt you to any 
^ thing that could be conftrued into indifcretion, or who would 
^ labour to few diftruft among the^ fmall number of thofe who 
^ now appear in behalf of freedom in England, at a period 
^ when a perfecution is carried on againft the friends of reform 
^^ at home, and a war is commenced, which in its progrefs may 
^ combine the arms of England with thofe of powers engaged 
^ in a crufade. againft the general liberties of Europe* 

" In name, and by order of the Committee, 
" Edward Jer. Curteis, 
" Ifo. 52, Frith-Street^ " Chairman of the Committee. 

^February 15, 1793. 

*'ToMr* Thomas Hardy, Secretary to the London Corref- 
" ponding Society.'* 

Mr. Edward Lauzun depofed, that he found the following 
paper in Mr, Hardy's houfe. 
" Sir, 

*'The Committee of the London Corrcfponding Society 
^ have at prefent to aclcnowledge the receipt of your letter of 
" the 15th of February. 

** With pleafure we perceive your Society not unwilling ta 
^ keep up a correfpondence with us, yet at the fame time we 
" are forry that you fhould appear to be hurt by the plain quef- 
^ tions we put to you in our laft ; to a(k of you what meafures 
^ 70a mean to purfue in a matter which concerns us all, is 
? certainly no ways calling upon you to furrender up to our 

R a *' Society, 



{ Z3% y 

*5 Society, .or eveo to tbc public at large^ ypur diftretk>a;. nor, 
^^ can we conceive, that a bodj&f men having pledged th^mfelvea 
^^ to the public, can be a fufficient fecurity to that public ta 
** repofe implicit confidence in them, without being made furtljer 
" acquainted with the nature and extent of the plan you meaip^ 
*^ to puWue, in order that- we the people may, if wp approve 
" it, co-operate with you ; the extent of your propofed reforn), 
« we apprehend is already determined upon, and we can difco- 
** ver no advantage likely to refult from its fecrecy ; an the con- 
" trary, if we arc to afk for ourfelves the fame thing which our 
** friends mein to a(k for us, the latter muft receive their in- 
** ftruSions from us, or we muft be dire£led by them ; in cither 
« cafe thert muft be no fecretsj we fitrther conceive, that the 
'♦ permaftency of a reform^ muft b« founded on the acquiefcence 
*♦ of the public, who after maturely deliberating on every thitig 
*• propofed, (hail have found your plan the raoff ulcfiil and Ac 
** beft that could pofliWy be laid -down. The bufinrfs we are 
M engaged in is of too important a nature to admit of refervc or 
** difguife; we will therefore, by the franknefiof our behaviour, 
« (hew ourfelves worthy the fr iendflitp of a fociety of honeft 
** men endeavouring to ferVe their country, and plainly tell you 
**'our country correfpondents did not defire us to inquire of you 
*' what you meant to do, but fairly afked us whether we thought 
<«-jou hpneft ? whether we thought you meant to ferve a partVf 
*' or the nation ? whether we imagined you intended a partial 
" or a complete reform ? Addrefled in this manner to us, and 
*« blunt as thefe queftions may appear,, they have nothing in 
" them which can poiSbly ofFend you, the people having always* 
** an undoubted right to fcrutinize the character and principles 
^^ of thofe who call themfelves their friends, and as fuch, avow 
M an intention of bringing forward meafiires in which we are all 
** fo deeply interefted. As to the furrrifliing our enemies with 
^i arms by adifclofure of our intention^ we cannot conceive that 
*? demaivls, founded on conftitutional rights,, can lofe any of their 
*$ force by being made public. Reafon {vires atfuirit eundij 
*? to triumph requires, only to be known ; and as none of the* 
*? people's demands are founded qd fellacy j to take, the enemy 
^< by furpcift. would b^ unwprthy.of the. public champions, and 
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^^ttBotemtTy petfedHy needlefs when truth knd reafon mu(( un- 
<* srotdaUy beac down all before them without the affiftaince of 
^ guile. 

' « U'n<fcr the idea that, whtrre you fay * you neither pofTefTcd 
**^^ power, nor legal competence to interfere for the proteflion 
** of an ifldividuaJ, fuflering under the moft unjuft profecution,' 
^ you allude to the cafe of our hiH fticker, t^re muft beg to (ei 
•* you right, and to* iiiform you We never, as » fociety, fought 
" the interference of any body of men ; on the contrary, w^ 
^^ Me fifsnly {iferfiiaded^ bo>lreva: hard fuch cafes may l^ar upon 
^^ iAdividuals, they will eventually prove of fervice to the public^ 
^< nothing having a greater tendency towards rou'ling the country 
*^ from its too prevalent apathy, with regard to ftretch of pre^ 
** rogative and abufe of power, 

" As to our Addrefs to the French National Convention, w^ 
" imagine it beft to fay no more about it at prefent, only that if it 
*' has fumiffiedprete«s to defigning men, it has only feved them 
*« the trouble of feeking excufes elfewhere : but fuch men, even 
*' without our aid, would have been at no lofs ; at the fame time, 
••^wc arc to bdieve the plarr for war, if conceived before then, 
*' was by no means accelerated thereby 5— intfended a» preventa*' 
** tives, addrefle& might have been ciSEaShia], if they had not 
" beea more generally ad<^ed; the only feuh therein, thar.by 
" a miftaken idea, the addreflers gave cr^ir to the naf?ion fi>r a 
" greater degree of energy than it rcaily poffefifed; We agree 
*' with you, that unity of fentimeut is no way incompatible 
** with divcriky of.opinion^ and Aat die? latter is natural to 
*' independent minds ; with the fame obje<ft in vrewj their mod"e 
*"^ of purfuing it will undoubtedly differ ; with caution, therefore, 
*' wc will watch over tHofe who wifli to fow the feeds of unne- 
** ceSEsay- diftruft among us^ and will 2tt the fame time take good 
" care that the dodlrine of implicit confidence may not gain 
" ground among us; full as much as yourfelves, v/e plead the 
*' neceffity of union among the friends of liberty, but lament 
** that it is prevented, or at leaft retarded in many inftanc^ by 
^ the very fame thing* that promotes it among the enemies of 
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*^ reform, namely, intereft $ with them, all their intereft is for 
'^ the continuation of abufes, while to fome of us a reform muift 
^^ be attended with pecuniary lofs, and many others would lofe 
•* their employ, their daily bread, were it known they took an 
<^ a&ive part; thus, the fame motive, aiTuming on one fide the 
^' appearance of a virtue, gives eo^ulation to bad men, and on 
*' the ofiier, in its vileft but moft natural form, (lays the progreft 
<<of thofe who, with the beft intentions, labour tot faye their 
** country. 

*< We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining 
** us moderation and difcretion at this critical moment, when 
« every imprudence in the advocate is liable to be rendered pre- 
"judicial to the caufe itfelf/* 

Mr. Garrow. It appears by its contents to be an anfwcr to 
Mr. Curteis's letter. 

Jlle^ander Grant. r^Examimd by Mr* Garrow. 

^ \ believe you are by bufinefs a printer I 

jt. Yes, I am. 

^ Did you at any time, and when, become a member of 
the London Correfponding Society ? 

J, Yes 5 I believe in the beginning of the year 1792. 

^ To which of the divifionsof the Society did you belong? 

4* I think it was No. a, 

^. Where were the meetings of that divifion held ? 

A At the houfe of a Mr. Byde, at the Bell in Eicetcr-ftreet^ 

^ Name foqfic of the perfons who frequented thofe mcet^ 
jngs of the divifions. 

J, There was Mr. Margaret ufed to be one. 

^ What charafter was Margarot in the Society ? 

J, He wj^s conceived by me to be prefident of the divificn- 

^ Didheaaasfuchf 

J, Yes. 

^ Whoelfe? 

J. Mr. Richter, Mr. Moore, and feveral others that I do 
pot recollect, I knew very few of tbem, I think Mr. Bydej 
the maftg: of t{ie houfe, was a member. 
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J^ Was you applied to at any of thofe meetings to print any 
papers for the divifions, or for the Society at large? 

jf. I was not at that time. 

^ When was you, if ever applied to, to print any ? 

jf, I was applied to fome time in the middle or the latter end 
of the year 1792. 

^ Who was that application made to you by ? 

J, I believe by Mr. Gow. 

^. Was that application made by him at the Society, or at 
one of the diviilon meetmgs ? 

. ^. I do not know pofitively, but I know I refufed to print 
fomething that was (hewn me. 

^ I do not aflc you the contents of that paper ; but did you 
^ftervv^rds print any thing elfe for the Society, which you was 
paid for by any of thofip perfons that you have naiped ? 

j/. Yes : I printed a pofting bill. 

^ Upon whofe application did you print that pofting bill ? 

jf. Mr. Richter. I read it over with Mr. Ricftter j and I 
agreed to print it^ and did print it. 

^ Do you mean the fame Mr. Hicl^t^r that you have naiped 
^s a n^embpr of the Society i 

A. Yes. 

§1* Did you ever fee Mr. Richter at any of thofe meetings 
of the divifions at which the prifoner attended ? 

A. Yes. 

^ You &y you undertool^ to print that whiah Ricbter ap- 
plied to you to print. 

A, Yes ; five hundred copies. 

^. Who paid you for them ? 

A* Mr. Hardy the prifoner. 

J^. Were there any dire£lions given you as to the time by 
vhich they would be required to be printed \ was there any cx« , 
traordinary expedition required ? 

A. They were ordered to be done as faft as poffible, and I 
recoIle<a when they were done I ordered them to be fent to 
Mr. Hardy's \ and I imagine my order was complied vrith. 

^. How foon after you had ordered them to bf fcnt t« 
Mri ffjiidy's did you fee Hardy { 
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A, I dare fay it was two or three days ^fter , 
^. Did he pay you for thofe which you had ordered to be 
fent? • • • ♦ 

A. Yes ; but they were fent back to my houfe. 
^. Did he pay before the order came for fending them back 
to your houfe, or afterwards ? 
A. No. I was paid afterwards* 
^. And then the papers were returned to your houfe ? 
A. They were returned the very fame day they were fent. 
^ What 'became of them after they were fent back to yeur 
houfe ; did the circumftance which you was about to ftate 
comje to your knowledge from Hardy, or did you ever converfo 
with him upon that fubje£t ? 
A. No; titv^r, 

^ Do you known of your own knowledge what became of 
the papers after they were returned to your houfe ? 

A, They were given by my warehoufeman to one Garter to 
ftick up in the ftreets. 

Mr. Erjklne* Did you fee them given ? 
A. No. 

Mr. Garrow* Do you know in faft that any of thofe bills 
that you printed, and which Hardy paid you for, were ftuck up 
in the ftreets of this town ? 

A. No ; I could not fwear that, for I did not fee any to the 
bei]b of my recoUe&ion. 

^ Had you any converfation with Mr. Hardy refpeAing 
•tbpfe P^Prs w'hich. Carter was fuppoiied to have had fometh^g to 
do with ? 
A. Yes. 

^ What paflcd between M^. H^rdy and yqu upon that 
fubjea? 
. • A^ Mr* y^^r^y wtformed me tl^s|t C^t^r b^ boea taken up. 

^ You Ijad given orders that *qfe bills fl^HiW bfi delivered 
to Carter j were they in faft delivered; owit of your pofleffioa 
ag;er thj^y wer^. returned from Hardy's? 

A^ They were not delivered by tpy ord^r to, Carter* 
, ^ Were they delivered w% pf your p^ffeflton i 
4^ They werc^ 
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^ Afcqr that H^rdy told you Carter h^Abcen taken. i4p ? 
I jf. Yes, for gutting up thpfe bills which I told him I had 

been inforn^ed of before. 

^ For p^tting up the bilk, where? 
i j/. Up ill the ftreets in this town. 

^ Did any thing more pafs upon that occaCon ? 

J. No. 

^ Do you know that Carter was in fail in prifon for poftinjj 
up thofe bills ? 

J. I heard it from Mr. Hardy. 'I never faw him in prifon. 

^ Look at thisjt and tell t^s wh/sther thjs is o^e of tbe bills 
that you printed ? 

jf. Yes, I belieiTQ that is the very identical bill s I have no 
doubt al^oyX it. 

^j Had you any converfation with Mr. Hardy with refpeft 
to any other papers which you hjs^d been applied to print, and 
which you had rcfufed to print — djd Mr. Hardy fay any thing tq 
you about your having declined to print for the Society ? 

J, He did about an additional order that I had. 

^ The firft order you complied with was for five hundred ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Who gave you the additional order ? 

j4. There was an order brought, I cannot tdl by w^om, to 
ftie, for five hundred large bills, and a thoufand fmall ones. 

^ Had you at)y converfation with Mr. Hardy about that ad- 
ditional order ? 

J. Yes ; he faid he had heard that I refufed to print them. 

^ Had you refufed to priijt tjhem ? ^ 

J. I had adually refufed. 

^ How loi?g did you continue a member o( the Society after 
you had refufed fo to print for them ? 

J. In fa<a, I had not frequented the Society for fonie time 
before that : I believe that was in the end of November, or the 
begiriniog of December. 

^ How much was the fum. he paid you f 

Jt Two; guineas. 
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^ You named Mr, Margaret as one of the perfons prefen( 
zt thofe meetings ; in what charadler did he sl& ? 

J. He afted in the capacity of Prefidcnt of the Delegates. 

J^; In what character did the prifoner, Hardy, a<St ? 

jt. As Secretary of the divifion, and likewifc as Secretary of 
the Society itfelf, I believe. 

Lord Chief Jujlice JS^yrf. Was there any Secretary to the 
divifion ? 

J. I do not know exprefsly j for I only was twice or three 
times at the furtheft among the delegates. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. And it was there that Hardy aflcd, 
was it ? 

A, He afted as Secretary to the Society at large* 

Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre. Wh?rc was it that he afjed ? 

J. At Mr. Byde's. 

Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre. Do you mean that that was a meet* 
Jng of th^ divifion or of the delegates ? 

J. Of the divifiop. 

Mr. Garrow* Was you ever ^t the Unicorn ? 

ji. Yes ; I was there once. 

^ Try to recollcft any of the members you ft w there ? 

J^ There. were a great many there ; I )cnew very few. 

Lord Qhief Jujlice Eyre. Was that a divifion meeting, or 
\yhat ? 

J. I believe it was the fame Society moved from the Bell t<^ 

the Unicorn^ the fame Society or the fame divifion that was 

there. 

[The addrefs r^ad,'} 

" Addrefs of the London Correfponding Society to the other 
** Societies of Great Britain, united for the obtaining a Rq- 
«* form \r\ Pafliament. 

f ^ Friends and Fellow CBuntrymen^ 
" Unlcfs we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching 
«' when the objeft for which we ftrugglc is likely to come within 
** our reach. That a nation like Britain (hould be free, it isr^- 
^' ^uifife only that Britons (hould will it, to become fo. That 
^^ fuch fiiould be their will, the abufes of our original conftitu- 
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^ tion, and the alarm of oujr ariftocratic enemies, fufficientljr wit* 
** nefe.' Confident in the purity of our motives, and in the jiif- 
^« ticc of our caufe, let us meet falfehood with proofs and hypo- 
** crify with plainnefs, let us perfevcre in declaring our princi- 
** pies, and mifreprefentation will meet its due reward — contempt, 
^ In this view, the artifices of a late ariftocratic afTociation, 
" formed on the 20th inftant, call for a few remarks, on account of 
♦^ the declaration they have publifhed relative to other Clubs and 
*^ Societies formed in this nation* It is true that this meeting of 
** Gentlemen (for fo they ftylc themfclves) have mentioned no 
*^ names, inftanced no fa6ls, quoted no authorities i but they tak;^ 
** upon themfelves to a({ert, that bodies of their countrymen hav^ 
^' been aflbciated, profeffing opinions favourable to the rights of 
•^ man, to liberty, and equality j and, moreover, that thofe opi- 
*• nions are conveyed in the terms. No King, No Parliament.-— 
^ So much for their alTertions, 

<* If this be intended to include the Societies to which we re^ 
** fpedively belong, we here, in the moft folemn manner, deny 
*' the latter part of the charge ; while, in admitting the former, 
** wc claim the privilege and glory in the charader of Britons, 
** whoever (hall attribute to us, who wilh only the reftoration of 
** the loft liberties of our country, the cxprefHons of No King, 
•*' No Parliament, or any defign of invading the property of other 
^* men, is guilty of a wilful, an impudent, and a malicious falfe- 
»*hood. 

*' Wc know, and are fenfible, that the wages of every man arc 
^* his right ; that difference of ftrength, of talents, and of induftry, 
^* do, and ought, to afford proportional diftinftions of property, 
** which, when acquired and confirmed by the laws, is facred and 
^' inviolable j we defy the moft flavifli and malevolent man in thp 
** meeting of the ioth inftant, to bring the renioteft proof to the 
** contrary. If there be no proof, we call upon them to juftify- 
** an infidious calumny, which feems invented only to terrify in-r 
" dependent Britons from reclaiming the rightful conftitution of 
** their country. We admit, and we declare, that we are friend^ 
** to civil liberty, and therefore to natural equality, both of which 
** we confider as the rights of mankind. Could we believe them 
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" to be * ia dire£l oppofition to the laws of this -land,' yff^ 
** fliould bliifti to find ourfelves among the numbcF of its inh^htr 
*' tarits J but we are perfuadcd that the abufas of the conftijutioft 
" will never pafs current for its true principles j fjncc we aEf 
" told in its firft charter, that all are equal in the fight of the kvn, 
** which * (hall neither be fold^ nor refuled, nor delayed, to any 
*^ free man whatfoever :' fhotild it ever happen that ' right antj 
** jufticc' are oppofed by expcnce, by refufal, or by delay, theq 
*' is this principle of equality violated, and we are no longer fiQ^ 
" m.en. 

*• Such are our notions of thofe rlghfis which It is boldly avdiy 
** tained ' are inconliftent with the well-being of fcciety.* , Bui 
*' let us not fuffer, men, who avow no principles of iibi'f ty,^ whoft 
*' favourite cry is inequality of property, toefirange others of oi^y 
*' countrymen from aidijig us in ferving the community, ^n4 
" from recovering to the nation that fliare of its fovereigntj 
** which has unhappily been facrificed to corrupt courtiers and 
** intriguing boroughmongers. 

(( If our lajH» atul conilitutioQ be jafl and wifa io. thok or.if in 
^^ and theic principle) eve^y deviatipnr from, tjbfitn: asr firft «ft»» 
«< bli(hed, mud be injjjKriou^ tothe people,, whok pc^fi>n^.;»nd pfio>* 
" perty were then fecured; if at the revolution, this ooiMitry wat 
«^ adequately reprefented, it is^ npw {9 no longer,, aad- thei;efoc« 
" calls, aloud for reform, » 

" If it be true that the people of Britain are fuperior t/ik oAtf 
" nations, is it that our tji?fe& arfr lafs burdenfome ? or th^ pur 
*< provifions^ are lefs expenfive? is^ it fro n> the various grqdyct 
*' tions of our foil that we are rich ? is it owing^to the majoritjf 
« of our numbers that w^ are ftrong ? Certainly not. Fra^icc ha^ 
*^ the advantage in all thefe refpe^Sts, and, up to this period, fll§ 
*' has never been our fuperior in wealth, in power, in talents, or 
" in virtues. But let us not deceive ourfejves, ths,difF^ence be- 
*' tween us and that nation was formerly, that opr monanciiy was 
*' limited,^ while theirs was abfolute ; that the number of our 
" ariftocracy did not equal the thoufand'th part of theirs ; that w.^ 
•' had trial byjury, v. hile they had none ; that our perfpns were 
" protefted by the laws, while their lives, were at the mercy of 
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^every tuleil kldtvkitial : w^ tbereforc had (h^t f fight tbr, 
•* which to them was unknown ; fince we were men, while they 
" were Haves. 

'" The fcene indeed has changed ; like our brave anceftors of 
"the laft century, they, have driven out the family that would 
^ have deftroyed them ; they have fcattered the mercenaries whQ 
*^ invadtd their freedom, and have ' broken their chains on the 
" heads of their opprefTors/ If, during this conflift with mili- 
** tary aflaffins and domeftic traitors, cruelty and revenge have 
** arifen among a fevv inhabitants of rtie capital, let us lament thefe 
^ etfbtSts of a bloody and tyrannous man'ifefto, but let us leave 
•* to the hypocrite pretenders to humanity, the taflc of blackening 
■* the misfortune, and attributhig to a whole nation the aft of an 
•* enraged populace. 

" As we have never yet been caft fo low at the foot of defpo- 
^ tifin, fo it 13 not requifite that we fhould appeal to the fame 
*^ awful tribunal with our brethren on the Continent. May our 
*' enmities be written in fand, but may our rights be. engraven on 
** marble! We defire to overthrow no property but what has 
*^ been raifed on the ruins of our liberty : we look with reverence 
" on the landed and commepcial.interefts of our country, but we 
♦* view with abhorrence that monopoly of burgage tenures, 
** unwarranted by law or reafon in this or any other nation in 
** Europe. 

. " Let us then continue with pleafure and firmnefs in (he path 
^^ whioh.is begun;, let us then wait and watch the enfuing feilions- 
" of Parliament,, from whom we have much to hope, and little to 
" fear. The Houfe of Commons, may have been the fource of 
^ our caUo^ity, it may. prove that of our deUveraoce. Should it. 
** not, we truft we (hall not prove unworthy of our forefathers^v 
** whofe. exertions in the caufe.of mankind fo well deferve our 
" imitation. 

(Signed) •' Maurice Margarot, Chairman. 

** Thomas Hardy, Secretary, 
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Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found this papei" in Mr. HarJf ^' 
koufe« 

[/f was nad,} 
. 4/AJI/tfrrA, 1793. 

*' Silt, 

" The London Correfponding Society have at prcfcnt to 
*< acknowledge your laft, and to anfwer itoore fully your precede 
« ing letter. 

" With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous 
" in the opinion that fuch a petition will not produce a reform }. 
. " yet, from many confiderations, we are now perfuadcd that, if 
" every Society in the ifland will fend forward a petition, we» 
** {hall ultimately gain ground j for as much as it will force the 
'* prefent members of the Senate to repeatedly difcufs the fubjed, 
•'and. their deliberations, printed in the different riewfpapcrs, 
*' wilt mod naturally awaken the public mind towards the obje£k, 
*^ of our purfuit. The nation, once informed that a reform in 
" Parliament is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to 
^^ debates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
*^ every rank to be wanting, will begin to exercife their own 
** reafon on this fubjeft i arrived at that period, we prefume our 
*• bufineft will be nearly accompliflied. * 

" Let us then clofely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; let 
*' every Society petition feparately ; let every week furnifh a fre/h 
** petition, and afford a frefli debate. We feek to open the eyes 
*• of the public : petitions oil our part, and rejeftions on the part 
"of the Miniflry^ will efFeftually do it: we therefore highly 
** approve of your idea, and will ourfelves follow it up, and re- 
" commend it to all the other Societies we correfpond with; 
" and, withal, we recommend to you that no time be lofl in fo 
•* doing. 

" With you, we lament the evils of an imprudent and inconfi- 
•• derate war— a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement of 
** private ends, than carefully deprecated from confiderations of 
** public good ; a conteft unfavourable to this country, whether 
•* cither France or defpotifm gain the upper hand. We join wiA 
^ you in gratitude to thofe worthy member6 of either houfe who 
^ ^ «« have 



r 

*f h^ve etideavoured tp avert this national calamity, to whom i^e 
^^ have likewife returned our public thanks ; and we reaaain, with* 
** fiocerity and afFe<Slion, 

■ •* Your friends and fellow-labourers, 



1^0 fignature^ 
Addreffed << Mr. William Carnage, Sheffield/' 

Mr, Edward Lauzun. I found this paper In Mr. tiardy^s 
houfe. 

Mr. Garrow. This is a draught of a letter to Skirving ; the 
•riginal letter was found in Skirving's pofleffion- 

[It was read,'] 

" Sir, " London^ May ij, 1793. 

** The London Correfponding Society eagerly fcizes the op- 
** portunity of Mr. Urquhart returning 10 Edinburgh to requeft 
*^ of your Society a renewal of correfpondence^ and a more inti- 
** mate co-operation in that which both Societies alike feek, vix,, 
*' a reform of parliamentary reprefentation. We are very fenfible. 
^* that no Society can of itfelf bring about that defirable end. Let, 
^^ us, therefore, unite as much as poffible, not only with each, 
•* other^ but with every Society throughout the nation. Our. 
** petitions, you will have learned, have all of them been un- 
** fuccefsful : our attention muft now, therefore, be turned 
** to fome more efFeftual means. From your Society we would, 
*^ willingly learn them ; and you, on your part, may depend 
*^ upon ©ur adopting the firmed means, provided they are. 
^' conflitutional : and we hope the country will not be behind 
** hand with us, 

" This war has already opened the eye* of many, and, (hould 
^^ it continue much longer, there is no anfwering for its effects on 
^* the miilds of the people. 

** Our Society has met with much perfecution ; neverthe- 

*• left, we go on increafing in numbers and political knowledge, 

7 *' Wiftiing 



^ WIAirtg ybvL and otrr cMk all fuccefs, wc remaJxi mWt coir* 
*• diaj»y, 

« Sir, 
*' For the London Correfponding Society, 

" Your friends and fellow-labourers, 
(Signed) " M. Margarot, Chairman, 

♦* Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 
" No. 9, PiccadtHy. 

«* To the Secretary of the Society of the Friends of the People, 
*' Edinburgh." Jddrejfed on the hack thus : 
" Mr. William Skirving, Secretary to the Convention of the 
** Friends of the People, Edinburgh.*' 

The Anfwer of William Skirving read. 

Indorfed, "Received the lOth of Jane 1793; anfwered the 
«2pthof July." 

" Mr. Hardy, Edinburgh^ 25 th of Ma^ 1793* 

« Sir, 

" Mr. Urquhart did me the pleafure to call on Thurfday after- 
"noon, and delivered your letter of the 17th current. I am 
** much pleaTed with the contents of it, and (hall lay it before the 
" firft meeting of our Societies here, which ho^^evcr does not 
" takd place till Monday feven-night. I would have acknow- 
** ledg'ed t!he receipt of your favour by yefterday's poft, but was 
" too much employed in removing our houfehold to anotlfer 
** lodging to attend to any thing elfe. 

« If either you in England, or we In Scotland, fliould attempt 
"feparatfely the reforiti which we, I truft, feek to obtain, 
" we jfhould, by fo doing, only expofe otir weaknefs, and mini- 
« feft our ignorance of the corruption which oppofes our import- 
« ant ondcrtaking. If we fought only the extirpation of one fet 
" of interefted men from the management of national affMi^, that' 
" place might be giv'en to another fet, without rfffei^ing die vitals 
« adverfc toth« fyftefm of refdrm* Thcfe might be eafily tfccodi-^ 
" plilhed ; but to cut up deep and wide rooted prejudices, to givfr* 
*' efFedual energy to the df(ftates of truth, in favour of public vir- 
*^ tue and national profperity, in oppofition to felf and all its in« 
<< tereftcd habits, and to withftand and overawe the ^nal elForts 
^ of the powers of darknefs, is the work of Ihe whole, and not of a 

** part. 
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^ part ; a work to which mankind, till this awful period, were 
** never adequate, becaufe never till now difpofed to fraternize; 
*' not merely, or only, I truft, from the fenfe of the common 
" danger to which we are expofed, but from the ennobling prin- 
" ciple of univerfal benevolence. 

" I know no greater fervice that I can do my country, than to 
** promote the union you fo wifely defire ; and I am happy to 
" aflure you that I have hitherto difcovered no fentiment in our 
*' aflbciation adverfe to the moft intimate and brotherly union 
*^ with the aiTociations in England. 

" I think the minds of all muft, in the nature of things, be 
** now turned to more efFeflual means of reform. Not one per- 
** fon was convinced of the neceflity of it by the moft convincing 
•^ arguments of reafon, together with the moft unequivocal ex- 
" preffions of univerfal defire ; what then is to be^hoped for from 
" repetition ? I am only afraid that the bow in England againft 
•^ reform was fo contraflied that, in returning, it may break. 
" You would willingly learn, you fay, from us : I own that we 
** ought to be forward in this : we have at once, in great wifdom, 
** perfefted our plan of organization ; and, if we were in the fame 
*' independent ftate of mind as the people of England, we would 
*' be able to take the lead. The aflbciations with you are no 
^ more, I fear, (excufe my freedom) than an ariftocracy for the 
" good of the people : they are indeed moderate, firm, and vir- 
*' tuous ; and better cannot be : but we are the people themfelves, 
** and we are the firft to (hew that the people can both judge and re- 
** folve, if undireilcd by faction, with both wifdom and moderation. 

" I have not a higher wifli, in the prefent exertions for reform, 
"than to fee the people univerfally and regularly aflbciated, be- 
" caufe I am perfuaded that the prefent difaftrous engagements 
** will ifTue in ruin, and thp people then muft provide for them- 
" fclves ; and it would be unnappy, when we fhould be ready to 
*' ad with unanimity, to be occupied about organization, with- 
*f out which, however, anarchy muft enfue. We will not need 
** but to be prepared for the event, to * ftand and fee the falva- 
" tion of the Lord.* Let us therefore take the hint given us by 
" our oppofers ; let us begin in earneft to make up our minds 
*f relative to the extent of reform which we ought to feck ; be 

S '^prepared 
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<< prepared to juftify it, and to controvert obje£tions ; let us flW- 
•* del the whole in the public mind j let us provide every ftake 
•* and ftay of the tabernaclfe which we would ered, (o that when the 
•* tabernacles of oppreffion in the palaces of ambition are broken 
" down, under the madnefs and folly of their fupporters, we may 
*^ then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay, eredl at once our 
** tabernacle of righteoufnefs, and may the Lord himfelf be in it ! 

*' How hurtful to the feelings of a receding mind to look back 
V to the wretched ftate in which the Roman monarchy, enfeebled 
^* and broken by its own corruptions, left the nations yrhich it had 
•* fubje£ted ! like • flieep without a fhcpherd' they foon became 
*^ a prey to every invader, becaufe there was none to gather and 
•* unite them : had they, forefeeing the evil, aflbciated for mutual 
*^ defence, no robber would have been able to enflave them s they 
^ would have given laws to all parties, as weH as to themfelves ; all 
** feparate colonies and nations would have fought their alliance : 
*< but not having virtue to afTociate and heal the divifions, and root 
" out the felfi& fpirit, which ambition foftering governments pro-* 
•' cure to their fubjecSls, they fell under opprefEons, from undcE 
" whofc iron fccptre they have never yet been able to deliver them- 
« felves. 

" Wc may fuppofe an event which wc deprecate ; nay, fliould 
" wc not be prepared for every poffible iflue of the prefent unpre- 
" cedented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be apprehen- 
•' five of the abilities of our own managers, who are fo afraid to 
•* depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they may be 
•* inadequate to the tafk of preferving the veflel from fliipwreck, 
•* now grappling with danger, not only great, but new and un- 
** common. If the prefent Miniftry fail, who after ihem (hall 
' *« be trufted ? It requires KttJe penetration to fee the anarchy and 
*« difcord which will follow : it will be fuch that nothing fliort of 
« a general union among the people themfelves wiH be able to heal: 
** hafte, therefore, toaffociate, atleafttobereadytoaffociate. If 
** then, fuch a broken ftate of things fbould take place, the civil 
*' broils that would ncceffarily cnfue would foon fubfide bcfbre the 
«* united Irrefiftible voice of the wholt. Do not, I entreat you, 
•* hefitate thinking fuch a work premature as yet : but a month, 
<* and then it may be too late, A malignant party may be already 
<^ formed, and only waiting for the hairing of the prefent ma- 
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^ nagers ^ k will then be too late to feek to (nhjcSt to deliberatiofi^ 
<< after a party has dared the ad of rebellion. If you go no fur^^ 
^^ ther than feparate meetings in different towns^ we will not be 
" able to confide in your confraternity, becaufe^ while in fuch 
" a ftate, you may be but the tools of a faftion. We could 
*^ have all confidence, and unite with all aiFedlion in one aflcm«* 
" bly of commiflioners from all countries of the world, if we 
** knew they were chofen by the unhiafled voice of the people, 
•' becaufe they would come up with, the fame difintereftcd views 
*^ and defires as ourfelves, having all agreed to a common centre 
" of union and intereftj but we could not confide in fellow* 
** citizens who kept aloof from fuch union, and would not pre- 
*^ vioufly affiliate in one great and indivifible family* 

** In troubling you with fo long an epiftle, I have at lead 
^^ (hewn my inclination to correfpond. I have alfo hinted at, 
** things which appear to me the prefent fubjedls ©f confidera- 
** .tion, becaufe I am defirous of your opinion upon them ; I 
*' have poffibly wrote with too much freedom, but you will 
** place it to account of zeal in the caufe, anid on this fcorc 
^ diicharge my defign, which is difinterefted and philanthropic. 
^' With fincere efteem and afibdtion, 
•*.I am, Sir, 

" Your well-wiflier, 

«W. Skirving, Secretary/* 

Mr. LaUzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's pofleffion. 
[// was read.] 
" Sir, *« loth June^ 1793. 

" It is with fingular fatisfaclion the Committee of the Londpn 
" Corrcfponding Society received your letter ; they are very glad 
•* to fee the fpirit of freedom fpringing up in Birmingham; and 
" they make no doubt but that the zeal of your Society, and the 
*'increafe of yottr numbers, will foon do away the ftigniia 
** thrown on your town by the unjuftifiablc behaviour of a 
** Church and King mob. We are entirely of your opinioit 
•' with regard to the neceflity of a general union 5 and we be- 
*Mieve, as you do, that when once rhc country (hall have (6 
" united, the Neros of the day will be forced to yield to .^^ 
"jtift demand of. a long and fotc oppreffed people 
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** With pleafure wc accept your proffered correfpondence, 
*' and earncrtly beg of you to let us hear from your Society by 
" every opportunity. We wifli likewife you would point out to 
*' us fome fafe mode of conveyance for fuch informations and 
^' publications as we may think neceflary to be tranfmitted to you. 
** The poft we no ways rely on, as many of our letters have 
** already been intercepted, 

•* If any of the members of your Society fliould have occafion to 
" vifit this metropolis, we hope you will not let Ijiim come with- 
" out a letter from you, and that while they ftay here they will 
*' frequently aflift at the meetings oF our feveral divifions, and 
" by thus affociating, commence an union which we hope foon 
*^to fee fpread itfelf all over Britain. 

" We will not enter into a detail of our grievances ; we are 

<« equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly con- 

«' vinced, that nothing fliort of annual parliaments and univerial 

** fuffrage can reftore to us that degree of civil liberty we are 

*• juftly entitled to, -kc. &c. 

ccM. M. ^C. 

icT. H. ^S/' 

« To Mr. T. Kilmifter, Secretary to the Birming- 
** ham Society for Conftitutional Information.'* 

Mr Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
[It was read.y 

** The Political Societies of Norwich to the Secretary of the 
** London Correfponding Society. 

Indorfed, *' Received the 25th of June, 1793; anfwcred the 
« 2Sth of July, 1793. 
« Sir, 

** I lately received your letter from Mr. ^ dated 

** April 22, which, through multiplicity of bufinefs, we have 
** omitted to anfwer— hope you will excufe the delay. We alfo 
«* received your friendly letter, prior to. that, wherein you ftated 
" three propofitions : Firft, a petition to his Majcfty, or to 
<< Parliament, or a National Convention, and ordered one of 
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** our Committee to anfwer it. Should be glad if you will in- 
•* form me whether it was attended to ; I gave my opinion on 
*' the fubjcfl to the Conftitutional Society of London, and 
*' found their ideas congenial to my own, viz. An addrefs to 
** the King — futile ; a petition to Parliament (as a conquered 
•• people) — tolerable ; a National Convention (if circumftances 
"admitted) — beft of all. To what an alarming crifis are we 
*' arrived ! — the junto is formed and eftabliflied— the people be- 
** come a prey, and (to adopt the phrafc of an Hibernian apof- 
•* tate) are treated as a Swinilh Multitude, except the privilege 
** of fattening. Wars muft commence at the caprice of indi- 
** viduals ; people torn from their houfes to be butchered ; wind- 
" mill's muft be attacked, at the rifle of being carried over and 
** dafhed to atoms ; the nation drained of its fuftenance to fup- 
** port a league, &c. &c. &c. Many epithets may with great 
** propriety be applied, excepting fuch as Fox, Sheridan, Grey, 
*^ Erflcine, Lanfdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, Prieftley, 
•* Tooke, Wharton, Macleod, Barlow, Mackintofli, Cooper, 
** befides many who have fufFered under the iron hand of, &c. 
** and when the people have complained, and humbly requefted 
•* a removal of abufes, they have been treated with infult. 
** Alas I where is the Majefty of the People? An indifferent 
*^ obferver would fuppofe it to center in ftars and garters, rib- 
*^ bons, and coftly apparel, palaces, coaches and horfes, with all 
•* the trumpery of puerile amufements ; and were it not for 
*' their accurfed confequences, we could bear with it; but when 
« we confider how many fweat, and toil, and ftarve, to fup- 
•* port it, how can we be perfuaded but that there is a contrivance 
*' between the land owners and the merchant to hold the pco- 
*' pie in vaffalage ? for they eat up the people as they eat bread ; 
** the influence of the ariftocracy and hierarchy is become, very 
•* alarming, for they have abforbed and fwallowed up the people 5 
^* but a rumour is fpread from the South, and it is terrible to 
** tyrants ; it ftings their mind— it galls their flefh-^and like 
^^ Pafhur^ are a terror to themfelves, left the people Ihould 

** affert their rights. 

" Yours, &c. 

*« H. Buckle/* 
«< Plcafc to direa to H. Buckle.** 

S3' J/r. 
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Mr. Garrow. We now propofe to read an anf«rer to the laft 
kttvr, found in the pofieffion of the prifoner. 

Mr. Lau%un* I found this paper in Mr. Hardy^s houfe. 

[// was nad^l 

*< London z^tb ofjuly^ '793- 
** Fellow Citizen, 
^* The London Correfpondijig Society have received, and 
*^read with pleadire, your letter of the 25th of June; but the 
^.anfwer which you mention to have been made to our three 
^^ queflions has not yet come to hand. We (hall be glad to be 
^' informed in your nexti whether it was ever put in the Poft* 
«oflke, 

*♦ With regard to the qucftions themfelves, however indivi- 
^ duals may have made up their minds on them, the public 
•* formed moft to approve die mode of petitioning Parliaments 
<* We accordingly acquiefced, and fent in a petition figned by 
^ near 6,000 perfons. With this letter you will receive a copy 
•^ of it ; and with its fate you are doubtlcfs not unacquainted, 

<< While we 9gree with you, that the people are treated like 
*^ fwine, we are fc|rced to acknowledge, that fome among them, 
^^ from tJieir floth and ignoiram^, fcarcely deferve better ufage ; 
f* howevei-, unoeafingly labouring to mdionate their condition 
^ as well as our own, and convinced that a thorough Parlia<* 
(^ mentary Reform is the only means of effectuating it, wo 
^^ firmly purfue our purpofe, and in the nK>ft confpicuous man- 
^ ner ; under the eye of the court, in the middle of the metro^ 
•* polls, and in the very neft of place and penfion hornets, the 
V Tavern where Reeves, the tool of the junto, holds his inqui- 
♦' fitorial tribunal, have lately held a general meeting of the 
♦^Society, fent forth an addrefs to the nation, and entered into 
♦* fome fpirited refolutions ; a few copies of which we defire you 
^ to accept, and promulgate as far and as wide as you can ; at 
•* the fame time reft aflured, that the firmncfs difplayed therein 
•* ]» not confined to words, but that on every occafton our So- 
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** ciety will be found forcmoft in aflcrting and recovering the 
" liberties of their country, 

" Exhorting you, therefore, to throw afide all unavailing 
*' complaint, we wifli you to occupy yourfelves in inftrufting 
** the people, in introducing and maintaining order and regu- 
*' larity in your own Society, and in forming a junction with 
'* all others afTociated for the fame purpofe throughout the 
" nation, by keeping up a conftant correfpondence with them ; 
•* but, above all, orderly and courageoufly preparing yourfelf 
^< for the event ; for as it is natural to fuppofe that thofe who 
<< now prey on the public will not willingly yield up their enjoy- 
*^ meats, nor repoflefs us of our rights without a ftruggle, 
^^ which by their behaviour in Ireland we have fome reafon to 
^' think they are meditating, and perhaps may intend to efFed 
^< by means of thofe very foreign mercenaries who are now paid 
^^ by the fweat of our brow» and whom, under fome plaufiUe 
>< pretence, it would be no difficult matter to land on our 
^< fliore. It may be more advantageous to humanity to Oxcyr 
<< them at firft, that their opponents are neijtfacr 91.0b nor rabblf > 
«* but an indignant oppreffed people, in Hrhom is not yet entirely 
'< cxtin£l the valour of their forefathers* 

** Union and increafe being then our only resources, let as 
** diligently exert ourfelves therein with zeal and patience, re- 
** moving ignorance and prejudice with firmnefs, and a confiftenc 
<* behaviour ; encouraging thofe who join us; and above all,avoid* 
<< ing little bickerings among ourfelves, ever diicountejiaiicing 
*( felfifli jealoufies and private animofities, aiid cordially joining 
«< with heart and hand in the common ca^fe* 

« Your neighbourhood muft feverely feel the dc^adful confe-* 
<« quences of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war; but 
«* you arc not the only fufferers. From various parts of the 
f « country we learn, that the war abroad has already 4>read de- 
" folation at home ; yet fuch is the blindnefs of fome folks, that 
<* they talk of its being cootuiued for years. Peace we wifh to 
«* all men ; but to fuch friends deftrudlion. Let us hear from 
« you fpon, and let our future correljiondeace be more regular. 
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« We are, with finccrity, fellow citizen, for the London Cor- 
** refponding Society, as 

** Your Friends and Fellow Labourers, 
" For the good of our country, 

*' T. H." 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, I fliould wifli to put a queftion — ^the 
anfwer to which, indeed, I already forefee — whether my friends 
acrofs the table think there will be any probability of their 
being able to finifli their evidence within a time that human 
nature is equal to pay attention to it ; becaufe if not, to be fure 
your Lordfhips will be under the neceflity of taking fome ftep 
to hear this extraordinary caufe in a manner confiftently with 
that juftice which is due both to the Crown and to the prifoner. 
I confefs, that for one, I do not feel myfelf at all fatigued, and 
am extremely ready to go on, and to remain here any length of 
time which my duty to the prifoner can poffibly require ; but 
if the evidence on the part of the Crown fliould go on to fuch 
an extent as that it would be impoffible cither for your Lord- 
fliips or the Jury to give any further attention, (and your Lord- 
fhips and the Jury are but men) then the prifoner's defence 
could not poi&bly be heard j therefore, I fliould humbly fuggeft, 
if your LordCbips find it is in your power to put this into any 
train, — I would a(k my learned friends, whether they can finifh 
their evidence to-night ? 

Mr. Bower. It is impoffible. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. What is your own judgment as to 
the courfe we ought to purfue ? Mr. Attorney General, have 
you nearly concluded your evidence ? 

Mr. Attorney General. Not half. 

Mr. Erjkine. It is very material for us that the Jury Ihould 
hear— 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. As to what is now hinted at, it is 
matter of very great importance to the public juftice of the coun- 
try in every view of it. It is undoubtedly a general rule, that 
there is to be no adjournment and nofeparation of the Jury after 
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the evidence is entered upon, until the Jury have given their 
verdia. That is a rule which I fhall never willingly depart from, 
nor ever confent to depart from but in a cafe of extreme neccffity, 
and where therefore the neceffity of the cafe will juftify a devia- 
tion from the ftrid rule of law. 

I think the neceffity does exift in every cafe in which it ihall 
appear that the caufe will go into fuch a length that the attention 
of a Jury cannot be kept alive to it throughout, without the 
affiftance of fome refrefhment; and where, from that length, 
they cannot have that affiftance from the Court, which by law 
they are entitled to have ; provided that neceffity, therefore, is 
apparent in this cafe, I fhouid certainly readily incline to enter 
into a confideration of the queftion, whether we can, and, if we 
can, whether we ought to adjourn; and in what way it may be 
done, 

I know that, in point of fact, there was an adjournment in one 
criminal cafe; but that was a mifdemeanor: there was a doubt 
ftarted whether in thatcafe, though the Court adjourned, the Jury 
ihould not be kept together. I have not been able to learn with any 
certainty what the fad); was ; but there is one circumftance from 
whence I do conclude that, in truth, the Jury could not have 
been kept together during the whole of that time, becaufe the ad- 
journment there was over an entire day at two different times in 
the courfe of the hearing of that caufe ; and I have no imagina- 
tion that the Jury were kept together during all that time, unlefs 
the adjournment over the day was only for a few hours ; but it is 
. fo long ago, that few people remember how it was ; I conceive 
that, under that adjournment, the Jury mufl: have been allowed 
to feparate, 

I am not fatisfied that, in fknSk law, there is a clear diftincSlion 
between the cafe of allowing a Jury to feparate in a mifdemeanor 
and in a capital cafe. I believe the rule of law is the fame ; and I 
am inclined to think that the ftrift rule was, that, even in a civil 
cafe, the Jury could not feparate after the cafe was once gohe into% 

In the 14 Harry VII. there was a queftion debated in the 
Exchequer Chamber (it is in the year book) upon the effc&. of 
the Jury having, in confequencc of a violent ftorm to which they 
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'were expof^d, feparated for a time; they afterwards returned 
'again, and delivered their verdict. But the principal doubt that 
•arofe in that cafe, was the circumftance of a Juryman having taken 
fome refrefhment from the hand of a friend of one of the parties ; 
however, that queftion never was decided ; and I do not know 
that there is any otbsr cafe in which the queftioa hft$ been much 
conftdered: thcrefore» if the Counfel for the prifoner make the 
application to the Covrt upon the gro(ind of a neceflity intereft- 
ing to the prifoneri and if the Cqunfel for the profecution confent 
to that apphcation upon fuch grounds as are proper to influence 
thie judgment of the pro&cutor, it feems to me th^t, in fome way 
or other, it would be right that an adjournment (hould take place. 
I {hould have no difficulty with regard to the Court ; the diffi- 
culty that occurs to my mind is with regard to the feparation of 
the Jury. Regularly, and propeily, and agreeably to the ancient 
courfe, the Jury ought to be kept together. 

There are a great number of civil cafes in the old books where 
the Jury could not agree, or fomcthing happened in the courfe of 
the caufe that made it necefiary for the Court ^o be confulted be- 
fore the caufe could proceed. The pradlice was where the Jury 
was fent for from the country to Weftminfter Hall, there a hoftel 

• was provided for them, and they were always fent back to their 

• hoftel 5 there they were attended by an officer, and kept from all 
communication : but modern times have totally changed the 
habits of bufmefs, and there are hardly any traces of diat now 
left, and that fort of thing is impracticable. 

I made fome inquiry what might be done (the fubjeft, you fee, 
was not totally out of my thoughts) if it (hould fo happen that the 
neceffities of public juftice (hould extort from us a departure 

• from the general rule ; and the Sheriffs, who have been always 
difpofed to do what is right for tliem to do, and to give us all the 
affiAance that is poffible, did promife that they wouldf endea« 
vour to accommodate the Jury in this houfe : whether that can . 

. be done, or whether we can depart even from that ftri<5lnefs, and 

• fuffcr the Jury to go to their own houfes, upon the application of 
the prifoner and the confent of the profccutor, taking their word 
of honour that they would have no communication with any 
body upon the fubject of this caufe i that is a queftion upon which 

7 I (hould 
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1 (hould much wifli to hear what my brothers have to fay, after 
aiking the queftion again of the Sheriff, what can be done here? 

Mr. Sherif Earner. My colleague and I have made the beft 
provifion the place will admit j we have prepared a room and 
beds. 

Lord Chief J ujiice Eyre. It is a diftrefling thing to put the 
Jury into thefe circumftances, which I (hould be forry for, but it 
is better than fitting up for three days and two nights, which, for 
any thing I can fee, muft be the cafe, I am very ready to take 
my fliare of the fatigue, but my apprehenfion is, that the caufe 
cannot be fo efFeftually tried as it would be if the Court and 
Jury had the refrefliment of food and reft. 

Mr. Erjh'tne. It is impoflible to figure to one's felf a more 
delicate fituation than that which we hold who ftand as Counfel 
for a perfon who is upon trial for his life : at the fame time, my 
Lord, I can have no difficulty in faying that I (hould thint the 
prifoner at the bar perfeflly fccure in taking the folemn word of 
honour of each Gentleman upon the Jury that he would not be 
approached (as no Gentleman upon the Jury would be approached) 
by any man living upon the fubjeft of the caufe : and I am very 
fure that, if I could not depend upon the word of honour of each 
Gentleman of that Jury, in fulfilment of that pledge, I fliould ad- 
drefs them to very little purpofe, even upon their oath. I (hall 
recommend, as to the prifoner at the bar, to give that indulgence 
to the Gentlemen, under the very peculiar circumftances of the 
cafe. 

Lord Chief Jujlici Eyre. I think it is not fimply that he may 
give that indulgence, I think he muft afk it as necefiary to his 
defence. 

Mr. Erfkine. I certainly advife him to afk it. I afk it upon 
Jhe difference of beipg in this houie or going to their homes. 
The Gentlemen feem to have .paid very great attention to this 
caufe hitherto 5 it is my earneft wifh they may do fo throughout, 
to the evidejice on the part of the Crown as well as to the evi- 
dence on the part of the defendant 5 and I am willing that they 
fliall be as free as air, with the fingle reftri<Sion,that they will not 
fuffer themfelvcs to be approached in the way of influence j and 

the 
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the Gentlemen will not think it much that that (hould be re- 
quired, confidering the very peculiar nature of this cafe. 

L^rd Chief Bar^n Macdonald. The reafon why the Jury (houl3 
never feparate was, that they fliould not give in their vcrdift 
under any improper impreffion ; but if that fliould fupcrinduce an 
utter impoffibility that jufticc could be done either by the Jury or 
the Bench ; nay, by the witnefles poffibly, whofe recolleftion, if 
they fit up for many hours, muft be extremely impcrfe£k: and if 
the Gentlemen at the bar cannot do juftice to their clients on either 
fide, — if that is the cafe, and juflice cannot be done, you muft 
look to the prifoner, his cafe requires equal regard. The profecu- 
tor's evidence had the opportunity of being heard when the Jury 
wer« frefli ; now, if they are incapacitated to attend to his cafe 
ift the way that his cafe requires, juftice will not "be done to him. 

If we are under the abfolute neceffity of departing in fome degree 
from the ftric): rule, I think we fliould depart as little as poilible; 
and, therefore, I confefs the only hefitation in my mind is be- 
tween the Jury's being accommodated here and their going home 
to their own houfes : I have a great deal of dilEculty, I own, 
about that. 

Mr. Erjklne. I wifli to be underftood that it was a matter of 
great indifference to me, and it only arofe from a defire I had in 
my mind that the Jury fliould not be deprived of going home to 
their own families for want of a confcnt from me, and I am per- 
fuadcd I hazard nothing by that confent. 

Mr. Garrow. We have the fame anxious defire, provided it 
can be done confiftent with the rules of law, that the Jury may 
be accommodated. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. If the Jury live at a great diftance, 
they might rather choofe to fleep here. 

One of the Jury. I live at Marybone, and am rather an inva* 
lid, but I would rather go home. 

Several of the Juryfaid they wtjhed to go home, 
Mr. Baron Hotham. Mr. Erftine ftated himfelf to be in a 
very delicate fituation, which he certainly is ; and it is impoilible 
for him not to fee that the Court alfo arc in a very delicate fitua- 
tion \ 
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tlon ; becaufe, as to ourfelves, if the adjournment is to take 
place, every body knows that there is no reafon why we fliould 
be kept in this houfe; we may go to our refpe<£live homes; at 
the fame time, there never has been an inftancc of a Jury fepa- 
ratiug, and going away in the manner that is now propofed, I 
confefs I think that there may be very ferious confequences fronx 
it. As to the necellity, I think nobody can refift it ; it is evi- 
dent that the trial muft go to fuch a length, that it cannot be 
proceeded upon fafely without fome fort of an adjournment of 
that kind: but I do forefee very ferious difficulties hereafter, as- 
well as perhaps in this very cafe, in Gentlemen going home, 
and feparating themfelves. Ic is a very delicate and unpleafant 
fituation to be obliged to fay to Gentlemen that they muft be 
kept here all night ; but really, if I am forced to fpeak, I think 
that they ought not to feparate. 

Mr, Jujijce Buller. Here is an Alderman who remembers the 
trial of Bet Canning; he informs me that, to his knowledge, 
the Jury went home during that trial. 

Mr, Alderman Newman. I remember it perfeflly well ; I fpent 
the evening with one of the Jury. 

Ltn'd Chicfjuflice Eyre. Do you think you are able to go on 
all night ? if you do go on all night we fliall make but a certain 
progrefs, and I am afraid we {hall be in no condition to purfue 
our bufinefs to-morrow. 

Mr. Jujlice Buller. I underftand the SheriiFs have beds pre- 
pared here for all the Jury. 

Mr, Sheriff Earner, There are beds and mattraffes prepared. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre, The rule of law is clear beyond all 
doubt; at the fame time, the neceflity of public juftice arifes 
diftinftly and vifibly, and is felt by all mankind : in my appre- 
henfion, that will juftify a departure from the ftrift rule, but it 
will only juftify that departure as far as the neceffity goes, and 
there the difficulty is : but, to be fure, if the Jury can be accom- 
modated, and can have that refrefliment which is neceffary to go 
on, without feparating, then the neceffity I have been fpeaking 
of does not carry them through the whole cafe of being allowed 
to fepapate. As there is no doubt in any body's mind about it, 

we 
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vrc ffiirft defircthe ShcrifFs to give the Jury a]) the accdmmoJa- 
tion they can furnifh them with, and we muft defire of them to 
fubmit to a difficulty which I am very forry h impofed upon 
them, but which I do not fee any means of avoiding. Bailiffs 
muft be fworn to attend the Jury. The Counfel for the pri- 
foncr will obferve, that the record muft be made up as of the 
firft day of the trial. 

Mr, Erjkine, Be it fo, in the moft emphatical way, for the 
purpofes of law and juftice. 

Four Bailiffs were Jivom to attend the Jury. 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, all this immenfe body of papers ha$ 
been feized, and been a long time in the hands of the officers 
of the Crown-;- We applied to fee them, but were refufed-— 
we applied to the Privy Council, and were refufed — we were 
referred to your Lordfliip, becaufe they knew your Lordfliip 
could not grant fuch a requeft— we are therefore here with all 
thefe papers tumbled upon our heads without the leaft oppor- 
tunity of examining them, and yet from this mafs of papers, 
which the Attorney General took nine hours to read, the aft 
of compaffing the King's death is to be coUeded. From a view 
of the whole, I truft your Lordfliips will be difpofed to indulge ' 
me— indeed I ihall expe£^, in juftice to the prifoner, that I 
may have an opportunity, before I addrefs the Jury upon this 
mais of evidence, to know what is in it, becaufe your Lord* 
Ihips muft very well know that, though taking all the pains I 
can to look at it as it is read, yet it is quite impoffible for the 
human mind to take it in, or form any idea of it, without an 
hour or two at leaft (for I (hould not require more) to take it 
into confideration. When I look acrofs the table, and fee I atn 
addreffing myfelf to honourable gentlemen of the profeffioiv 
who know the fituation I am in, I cannot doubt their confent*-?* 
and the reafon I mention it now is, that there may not be anjr 
inconvenience to your Lordfliip in praying this upon the 
fudden* 

I declare, upon my honour, as for as relates to myfelf and 
my Friend who is afflgned as Counfd for the Prifoner, we have 

no 
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fio deftgn whatever to trefpafs upon thfe time and patience of the 
Court, and your Lordfliips have feen to-day how little of your 
time we have coiifumtd — we have no defire upon earth, I ap- 
peal to God in it, but to do our beft, to do juftice to ihe 
perfon your Lordftiip has afligned us Counfel for. 

Lord Chief JtiJIice Eyre. We (hall certainly be difpofed to 
give the Counfel for the Prifoner all reafonable opportunity CO 
make the beft defence the nature of the cafe is ciipable of. I ob- 
ferve the greater number of papers that have been read^ and the 
mod important as yet, are papers that are printed, and before 
us, therefore, there can be no difficulty as to therti^ for I havifc 
no doubt that the printed papers litive been very well confidered 
—To-morrow we fliall fee what the papers will be ; if there 
are any which appear to us, or (hall appear to you, to be papers 
that require a careful cafting your eye over before you prepare 
for your defence, I (hall certainly propofe to the Court that you 
Ihould have a reafonable opportunity for fo doing. 

Mr. Erjkine. Thofk that are printed are throwh together^ 
your Lordihip muft obfekrve, in a lirange way. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. With refpeil to the complaint 
of the Privy Council, there is no inftance, I believe, of their 
ever fuiFering fuch a communication. 

Mr. Erjkine. I am not complaining of the Privy Council— 
we were referred by the Privy Council to the Crown, and by 
the Crown to your Lord(hip. 

Lord Chteffujlice Eyre. I do not think it poffible for the 
Court to have interfered upon any ground. It is one thing to 
permit the prifoner to fee the evidence that is to be made ufe of 
againft him, and it is another thing, if it (hould fo happen, 
that in the feizing of his papers there are papers not fit to be 
made ufe of againft him, but that are necefiary for his defence, 
that fuch papers (hould have been feen ; in that cafe, I appre- 
hend that upon an application to the Privy Council or the Se- 
cretary of State, that they would do what public juftice requires— 
order accefs to fuch papers. The papers which are to be produced 
by the profecutor, a prifoner never has by law, nor ought to 

have, 
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have^ an opportunity of examining till they are produced in 
evidence. Papers that arc not neceffary for the profecution, but 
neceflary for his defence, come under a very different predica- 
ment, and I think the rule held upon them vi^ould be very dif- 
ferent. 

Mu Law. The papers in the cafe of Mr. Sayre had been 
feizcd, and the Chief Juftice faid, give notice of the papers you 
want, and move for them. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. If you alked to look at thofe papers 
which were intended to be produced againfl; you, I do not 
think that was right. 

Mr. Gibbs. We afked to look at that book, that we might 
fee what papers were neceffary for our defence. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I believe we had better not difcufs 
the thing now* 



Jdjoumed (it now being a quarter paft 12 o^ clock on Tuifday 
morning) to eight o^hck. 



SESSION- 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

IVednefday^ Oifaber 29th. 
PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE ; 

And others his Majcfty's Jufticcs, &c. 

Thomas Hardy fit to the bar, 

Mr. John Gurnett. I found this letter among the prifoner's 
papers. 

[// was nad.] 

" Dear Sir, London^ the %th 0£fr. 1793, 

** With pleafure I perufe your favour of the 2d inft. but as 
** yet have feen nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr. 
** Muir's trial, which you mention as being fent to the Society 
*' and myfelf ; be kind enough, notwithftanding, to return that 
'' gentleman tbat^s for his polite attention, and aflTure him, that 
*' we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom as well as Mr. - 
** Palmer, and that our warmeft hopes are, that the oppreflbrs 
^ of mankind will either be afl»med or afraid of carrytiig their 
*' revengeful malice into execution. » 

^ The general Convention which you mention, appears to Mr^ 
^ MargaroC (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) 
" and myfelf to be a very excellent meafure j and as fuch, 1 
^* could wifli you without delay to communicate it officially to our 
** Society, without any ways mentioning that you had written 
** to me privately. If, in your official letter, you fliould require 
^ of us to fend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt 
^ but our Society would with pleafure accept the invitation ; and 

T « I am 
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** I am 'perfaaded it would do much good. Our freedom, as 
" you juftly obfcrve, depends entirely upon ourfelves, and upon 
*' our availing ourfelves of this opportunity, which, once loft, 
** may riot be (o foon recovered. I am glad to difcover by your 
" teftimony, that I was not miftaken in the high opinion I al- 
" ways had of Lord Daer's patriotifm ; a title may be a bar to 
*^ diflnterefted patriotifm, but it feems, he has evinced it not to 
*' be an infuperable one. 

^' You are right, it is true, that we have had another general 
'< meeting, at which a haftily composed, and fuddenly produced 
*^ Addrefs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be 
** prefented, but on a cool fevifal, the faid addrefs being found 
*^ to be more ill-natured than fpirited, more dangerous in its 
<^ language than advantageous in its ob|e6l, befides being too 
*« long, the Committee, with the approbation of the Society, 
'* have adopted another much fafer, more appolitc, and relating 
*SfoleIy to the war — ^inclofed you have a copy of it. But you 
•* was mifmforified, when you was told we pafled any refolution 
«* at that meeting, for we only came to one, and that rather of 
•' a private natyrc, . namely, that the conduft of Sir James 
** Sauftderfon in preventing the meeting of the London Cor- 
*' refponding Society at the Globe Tavern, Fleet-ftreet, was 
^* of fuch a nature as to place him below our cenfurc. — Dear 
•* Sir, pleafe to write to the Society as foon as poffible, oflicially. 
•* I am, moft fincerely, 

*• Your fellow-labourer, 

•* And well*wilher, 

•* Thomas Hardy.. 

** P. S. Mr. Margaf ot defires to be remembered to you in 
^^ the moft affectionate manner. Do not in future, on the ad- 
^^ dre(s of your letters to me, mention any thing of the London 
^iCorrefponding Society, for it was a thoufand to one that I 
« received that letter by poft/^ 

« Mr. Wm. Skirving, Head of the 
** Horfe WjMide, Edinburgh.'* 

Mr. Thomas MucUan. I found this letter at Mr. Adams's* 
Mr. WMitQ Alexander Grant. Look at the indorfement on 

this 
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this letter, fio yoii believ« that to be the prifbner's hand- 
ijrriting ? 

A. The indorfement is.—" To be returned to the Committee 
« on Thurfday ncxti*'— 'I believe that is Mr. Hardy's hand- 
Writing. 

[// was read.] 

^< Brother Hardt, Edinburgh, Off. 5A, 1793* 

** The letter and this paper will explain themfelvcs. I was at 
« a meeting on the day this rhentidnS, and the determination of 
" the affociation ar^ univerfal fufFrages and annual parliaments, 
^* and it was the unanimous dcfire and wifh of that meeting, 
" that two perfons, if poffible, (hould be fent from our Society 
** in England, as delegates, to pieet our dear northern fiiends 
•* in the enfuing convention. I muft earneftly defire the faid 
** Wifli of oiir friends here may be complied with, as it will add 
*^ to the dignity of our aflbciation in particular, and to the con- 
" vention in general, and will further the common caufe much, 
** irt a way the judgment of our aflbciation muft hit upon, with- 
** out kny explanation of mine. If any peffon could be ele£led 
^^ of found principles, a clear underftanding fpeaker, with a long 
** head arid a good warm heart in the caufe of freedom, having 
^* it in viefw, iitid not his own aggrandizement, fuch a delegate 
" Would be of great ferVice. If fuch ^ one is fchofen, he muft 
** be here by the twenty-ninth day of this month, as the conven- 
** tlon meets oh that day ; and if rtiy poor feeble efForts will be 
" of any fervicc to the convention as the other delegate, the 
** London Cdrtefponding Society may command me for th« 
** fupport of their interefts as far as I am capable j but thofe of 
" you who know me, know I am iio fpeaker, much lefs an 
" orator, but this I will (ay, my heart lifes in the right place, 
^and hates and abhors' all defpots. Pleafe to communicate this 
"to our friends, and let me know the Society's determination, 
" if they will honour me with their confidence. I am often 
^ with our friend Muir ; he bears his confinement with a forti* 
"tude of foul, infpired with the genius of liberty; he is well. 
«* I have much to fay, but I muft leave ofF. This letter will be 
f' delivered by my fervant, which muft have, a Ipeedy anfwer, 

T2 *'becaufe 
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'< becaule of the approaching meeting here. Every thing of 
'^ moment I will communicate to you from time to time ; and 
'< wifhing deftru(Stion to all human butchers, and fucceft to all 
" friends of liberty, 

*' I remain, brother Hardy, 

" Yours to command, 

" A. Calender/' 
<* My ferrant will (hew you my direfkion." 

Mr. William Scott. (Sworn.) 
Examned by Mr. Wood. 

V ^ Where did you find this paper ? 

ji. It was found among the papers of William Skirving, Se- 
cretary to the convention at Edinburgh. 

Alexander Grant faid be believed it to be tha prifoner*s hand' 
ivritingm 

[It was read.'} 

"Dear Sir, London^ 25th OUr. 1793. 

^' According to promife, I have this day to acquaint you» 
" that we had yefterday a general meeting of the London Cor* 
" refponding Society^ for the purpofe of taking into conTidervr 
<^ tion your kind invitation to fend two delegates to the convener 
" tion which is to be held in Edinburgh. The Society have for 
" that purpofe made choice of Maurice Margarot and Jofepb ^ 
<^ Gerrald^ who will both be with you ibortly, and will deliver 
" into your convention their vouchers of delegation*. For the 
^< recital of the curious incidents attendant 00 ouf general 
<^ meeting) I refer you to the delegates them&lves* 
<< I am, mod fincerely, 

" Your refpedlful friend and weU-wUher, 
"Thomas HardYi.** 
*« No. 9, Piccadilly. 
« Mr. Wm. Skirving, head of Ac 
« Horfe Wyndc, Edinburgh/' 

Mr. Wood to Mr. Williflm Scott. Whese was this pape» 
found f 

A. It 
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A* It was found among Skirving*s papers. 

Mr. Gibhs. You found this yourfelf, I fuppofe. 

A. I did not. 

^. Then you (hould not have anfwered in that manner. 

A* The queftion was put in fuch a way that I thought I was 
bound to give a dire<9: anfwer. I will explain the circumftance. 
On the 4th of December, the proceedings of the Convention 
had attraAed the notice of thofe in Edinburgh who had the 
charge of the police — 

Mr. Gibbs. We do not want all this ; we only want to 
know whether you faw this found, or law it in his poflei&on ? 
A. I did not fee it. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. What do you know about the paper ? 

A. A warrant was iiTued at my inftance ; the papers found in 
his poiTeffion were put into two bags and fealed up \ the bags 
were brought fealed from Skirving's lodgings to the office where 
he was examined. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Where was you at that time ? 

A. I was prefent in the office when he was examined. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, Then the firft time you faw any 
thii^ of this paper was when it was produced at the office by a 
perfon who brought it in a fealed bag : is it fo ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Wood* And opened in the prefence of Skirving I 

A. Yes. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. He has proved, that upon a war- 
rant having iflued to apprehend Skirving there was a fealed bag 
brought to the office j Skirving was prefent, and that fealed bag 
was opened, and the letter was produced. 

^ (to Alexander Grant) Look at the fignature to this 
paper; do you believe that to be the prifoner's hand- writing? 

A. Yes, I believe it is. 

^ Do you know any of the other fignatures ? 

' A. Ido not. 

[It was read.} 

^ Articles of inftru£tion given to Citizen Jofcph Gerrald, dele- 

" gate from the London Correfponding Society to the enfuing 

T 3 *' Convention 
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" Convention in p4inburgh, for tbp p.urppfe of pbtainipg a 

" thorough parliamentary reform. 

** I ft. He (hall on no account depart from the origin^ obje£l 
** and principles of this Sociefy, namely, tlje obtaining annual 
•* parliaments and univerfal fuiFrage by rational and lawful means. 

" 2d^ He isdiredled tp fupport the opinion, that reprefenta- 
^ tives in parliament oyght to be paid by thetr conftituents. 

« 3d. That the eleftion of IheriiFs ought to be reftorcd to 
** the people. 

'* 4th* That juries ought to be chofen by lot^ 

" 5th. That a£live means ought to be ufed to make every 
^^ man acquainted with the rights and duties of a juryman. 

♦* 6th. That the liberty of the prefs muft at all events be fup- 
f' ported, and that the publication of political t|ruth$ can never 
" be criminal. 

** 7th. That it is the duty of the people to refift any zSt of 
** parliament repugnant to the original principles of the confti- 
^^ tution, as would be every attempt to prohibit aiTociations for 
*^ the purpofe of reform. 

^^ 8th. That this Society, confidering all party names and 
*' diftindions as hoftile to the general welfare, do abfolutely rc- 
*' ftria their delegate from afluming or accepting any thing of 
f* that nature, 

" 9th. That this Society further require, that the delegate 
<^ {hall be pundual and frequent in his correfpondence with this 
f^ Society. 

Rd. Hodgson, Chairman. 
^* General Meeting, Thos. Hardy, Secretary.*^ 

<« 24th oar. 1793." 
^ Inftrudions to Citizen Gerrald, . 
** London Corrcfponding Society, No, 3.*' 

Mr. Wood to Mr^ WilUam Scoft. Were thefe papers feun4 
til the fame manner i 
4. Y^s, both theft were found at the fame time. 

Jkxandet 



^exander Grant faii hi believed this ip be the frifon$r's ftgna^ 
ture. 

[They were read,] 

«* At a general meeting of the London Corrcfponding Society, 
** held at Citizen Briellat's, Hackney-road, 24th OS. 1793. 

" This is to certify, that Maurice Margarot was this day 
" duly elefied a delegate to reprefent this Society at the enfuing 
^ Convention to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of ob- 
•* taining a thorough reform in the parliamenUry rcprefcntatioa 
** of Great Britain^ 

"Richard Hodgson, Chairman. 
" Thomas Hardy, Secretary/* 

<* Certificate to Citizen Margarot, honAon Correfponding 
Society. 
« Mr, Wm. Skirving. 
^< Certificate of Citizen Margarot*? 

*" At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
" held at Citizen Breillat's;, Hackney-road, 24th Oft. J793, 

^ This is to certify, that Jofeph Gerrald was this day duly 
^ elected a delegate to reprefent this Society at the enfuing Con- 
^^ vention to be held in Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining 
^* a thorough reform in the parliamentary repnefentation of 
** Great Britain. 

^< Richard Hodgson, Chairman. 
** Thomas Hardy, Secretary/' 
<* Citizen Gerrald's Commiffion, London Correfponding; Sot 
ciety. Signed Thomas Hardy. 
** Mr. Wm.' Skirving. 
** Certificate of Citizen Gerrald.'* 

Mr. ff^lliam Scott. Thefc papers were found in the fame 
wsiy, and at the fame time. 

Jlexander Grant faid be believed the Jignatures to be the prlJinerU 
J^and'Writing* 

T4 [Tbe^ 
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[They, were read.] 

" Fellow Citizens, Londorty Nov. 8, 1 793. 

*' I duly received your favour of the 4th iirftant, and laid it be- 

** fore* the Committer of Delegates lalt night, who were aiixioufly 

^f waiting for intelligence from Edinburgh, and were well fatisfied 

" with the agreeable account of the great number and zeal of the 

** friends of freedom in Scotland, That part of your letter which 

•* mentions your vifiting different towns in Scotland, for the pur- 

" pofc of promoting the caufe, they were pleafed with the idea, 

'^ but they thought that it could not be put in praftice on ac- 

*' count of the neceffary fupplies, which come in but very flowly. 

** It is to be mentioned in the different divifions. Wc have 

** eleded J. Baxter (by ballot) as Chairman of the Committee 

*' for the remainder of the qttarter. We have alfo appointed a 

** Committee of Conftitution, feparate from the Committee of 

<^ Delegates; one member is choferi from each divifion, to meet 

^^ on this night for the firft time, and to be totally unconne^bed 

«' with the Committee of Delegates. We ftill increafe in num- 

*^ ber, and the addrefs to the King to put an end to the war is or«- 

<< dered to be advertifed to receive flgnatures in the Courier^ 

« Chronicle, Ayres*s Sunday Gazette ; afterwards by hand-bills, 

-f < &c. We have dgcnti a correfpondence with a new Society at 

^ BiriftoK I have to infiorm you of the wMh of the Society that 

•(( you would favour them with the number of Delegates in the Con- 

>^ ventioii, and the number from England alfo, and how the ctvil 

" and military power reliihes your meeting; and that you would 

<< fend fuch a report from the Convention as might appear in the 

<^ newipapers in London. Send me an Edinburgh Gazetteer 

>^ when there is any thing in it of importance. I would haw femt 

•< you a Courier, but they informed me that they fent fcvcral to 

** the coffee-houfes and taverns in Edinburgh ; for that reafon, I 

<< thought it unneceiTary. I hope to have more time to writ« to 

«« you more fully next time. As, Sir Jofeph Murray fays, the 

** poft is j uft going off, no more at prefent from 

" Thomas Haei^y, Secretary/* 

AddfeffiijM ibibiuh : 
^ Mr. Margarot and Mr. Gerald^ Delegates from London.'' 

*« Fellow 
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« Fellow Citizens, ** London^ Nov* 15, 1793. 

** I received your official letters of the 7th and iidi, and 

*' Maurice Margaret's private letter of the I ith, all in due courfe* 

f' At the Committee of Delegates laft night, after hearing the 

" report of the different delegates— the rapid influx of new mem- 

*' bers — there was feveral places mentioned in different fituations 

^' in town, both in public and private houfes, for new divifions of 

'^ the London Correfponding Society to meet at— fome have aU 

" ready taken place, others will next week. — Afterwards, th« 

^ correfpondence was taken into confideration. Your official 

*« letter was read, and much approved of, and copies of it taken 

" for the ufe of the different divifions. It feems to be the gene- 

** ral wifh of the different divifions of the Society for you to con- 

^^ tinue as long as* you can be of real ufe to the caufe; but it 

** wholly depends upon the thing necofTary, money. We have hit 

f^ upon an expedient, which we meari to put in pradice in two or 

*' three days, that promifes fair to bring in a confiderable revenue. 

" I (hall inform you of it in my next. Thofe whom you gave 

•* direfttons to call upon has fallen far (bort of that liberality 

** which you expend. The Committee lafl night gave me or- 

** ders to tranfmit to you twelve guineas ; I inclofe you a draft 

" on Sir William Forbes and Co. for that fum. Next week I 

** hope to be able to fend you more. There was another report 

" of Mr. Froft being to be pilloried on laft Tuefday and Wed- 

** nefday ; but it happened that, on Wednefday, a Charles Leflie 

" flood in the pillory at Cbaring-crofs for a crime (hocking to 

*' mention. Mr* Froft is not very well at prefent. TheConfti- 

^ tutional Society have adjourned for a month from laft Tuefday. 

** The reafon why Mr. Yorke did not go from that Society was, 

'^ that be wrote a letter to them. Informing them that he would not 

^ go unlefs they would pay him the whole of the money down* I 

^bave only given you a fummary acceunt of our proceedings; 

*^ but you know faow I am fkuated both in the day and in the 

*^ evenings, that I cannot command a quarter of an hour to my* 

** felf J tberrfore I hope you will excufe me for being fo laconic. 

^ I have made the fituation of Mr, Muir a» public as I could : it 

" throws 
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«* throws a damp qpon the fpirits of every friend to humanity who 
** hears of his cruel treatment. I remain your fellow^Iabourer in 
•* the good caufe. 

(Signed) " Thomas Hardy, Secretary* 

•* Citizen Walker deiires me to requeft of Citizen Gcrrald 
^' to favour him with a letter* 

" P. S. Friend Margarot, I have not yet been able to do your 
'* bufinef?, which you left for me to execute before you IcftLon- 
.•* don. I have not been able to fee that Gentleman which yoii 
** mentioned in your laft, nor do I expefl that I will thefc three 
« weeks." 

JdJreffid on the bad : 

^< Citizen Margarot and Citizen Gerrald, Delegates." 

*< FfitLow Citizens, « Loniony Nov. 22, 179J* 

** I duly received your letters of the 12th and 28th inftant, 
^ which I laid before the Committee laft night. After reading 
^^ and deliberating upon them maturely, they refolved that you 
**• fhould continue at your poft till you hear from me officially 
*' after the next meeting of the General Commictee of Delegates ; 
^^ by that time we may form fome idea what fuccefs we are likely 
•• to meet with from the advcrtifemcnt and circular letter. We 
^^ entertain high hopes of being liberally ailtfted by the Friends of 
** Freedom. A circular letter was ordered to be drawn up, to 
•* be fent to the different Societies in England with whom we 
" correfpond, inviting them to fend Delegates to the Convention 
^^ in Scotland, to promote a reform in Parliament. A ftanding 
f^ Committee of five is appointed to anfwer the correfpondence 
^' during your miiSon in Scotland. Your objedion to forming 
^^ a new conftitution in your abfence was not by them reckoned 
" valid : it is very poffible that it will not be accepted before ymir 
<^ return ; for it will be maturely inveftigated by all the divifions 
** of the Society before it is fully agreed to : beiides, it cannot 
<^ zffcSt you in your prefent miifion, for you well know that we 
^* are not very fond of ex fofifaSto law. You will herewith re- 
♦* ceive a draught for ^ 12 12 on Sir William Forbes and 

«' Co, 
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^< Co« The Engliflims^n's Rights I will fend you ^ few, with a 
^* few other trails. We have not near enough for the orders wc 
^^ have from the country, and our own addrefles are nearly out of 
" print, I fhall direS them to the perfon to whom I addrefs your 
*' letters. There is no news jn town of importance froa> the 
*' Continent. 

•* I Jim, for the Society, 
(Signed) «* TifoMAs Hardy, Secretary. 

« Mr. Froft is very ill." 

Addnjfed on the hack ; 
«^ Maurice Margarot, Jofeph Gerald, Delegates." 

«< Citizens, ^* London^ Nov. 2g, 1793, 

** I am defired ,by the General Committee to make you ac* 
^'^uaioted with their determination relative to your ftay in Scot- 
* < land, which is, that you are both to remain at your poft until 
>^ the Convention adjourns for the prefent feafon ; then both to 
^< return to England with all poffible expedition. 

« The ^^12 12 o which I tranfmitted on the 22d inftant by 
•* the order of the Committee to you, am afraid has mifcarried, 
•* otherways doubt not you would have acknowledged the receipt; 
** and not having received any letters fince the date of the 20th 
** inftant, are alfo concerned for fear they fliould have been inter- 
** cepted. We are l)ighly pleafed with the propofed union with 
** our northern brethren, and beg you will ufe every exertion in 
•* your power to eftablifh that defirable union upon a firm and 
** permanent bafis. It gives us great pleafure and encourage- 
** ment to hear that the fpirit of liberty is fo flourifhing in the 
** North, and are happy to inform you that the fame noble fpirit 
f* is making a rapid progrefs in the South. We are forry to hear 
«* of the indifpofition of Citizen Gerrald, and hope it is not of 
*^that violent nature as to preclude him from attending the di)« 
f * ties of his miffion. 

*' Yours in behalf of the Society, 
(Signed) ^* Thomas flARDY, Secretary, 

*f P. S. 
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^ P. S. Wc have not had any account of the arrival of Mr. 
" Muir, although we have been making every inquiry in our 
« power." 

Addreffed on the hack : 
** Maurice Margarot, and Jofeph Gerrald, Delegates.'* 

Mr. John Gurnel. I found this letter in Mr. Hardy's deik. 

[// was read.l 
« Citizen Hardy, Edinburgh^ Tuefday^ Dec. 2, 1793. 

** We received laft night a letter figned by you, but written 
•* by another perfon, acquainting us with the determination of the 
** Committee, ' that, at the adjournment of the Convention, 
** we (hould return immediately to London.' This determina- 
** tion we will undoubtedly conform unto, unlets it be (as we 
*« hope and truft it will) contradiSed in your next; for, if the 
«* Committee abides by it, we who, by being on the fpot and 
** thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of the country, can judge 
^^ with certainty thereon-— do aflure you that our immediate re- 
<< turn to London will be attended with very bad confequences ; 
** for at prefent all the country Societies look up to us to come 
•' among them, to enliven, to encourage them, to convince theni 
** by our prefence that we exift, that we have been fent from 
** England for the purpofes of union and reform, and that the 
*^ time is near at hand when fuch reform muft take place, No- 
^' thing, dear friends, muft fores us from Scotland at prefent but 
*( the abfolute impoflibility of bearing the expences attending our 
*' miffion, and thofe expences may be fomewhat leflened by rc- 
** calling one of us and leaving the other; our Norwich friends 
*' may likewife bear a part of them ; fo that, unlefs the funds of 
** the Society are very low indeed, no excufe for recal can be 
*^ valid, unlefs founded on fear, and that, we muft remind you, is 
«< our concern and not yours. While, therefore, the idea of uniting 
** our Society with the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a 
** pleafing profpeft, let us do every thing in our power to cement 
^' that union ; and this can only be done by a longer refidence in 
** the country, and by vifiting the feveral Societies which have 
<^ fent delegates to Edinburgh^ and would think themfelves ill ufed 
5 "if 
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« if we did not take their town in our way. Confidcr of It theif, 
•^ we befeech you, and let us have your anfwcr immediately. 

** The Convention proceed with great fpirit ; wfe fit daily : 
** and laft week we came to a refolution, which we fiancy will 
*' give pleafure to every friend to reform : as the minutes are t6 
*' be printed, we will, at prcfent, only give you the heads of it, 
*' viz. 

** That (hould any attempt be made by government for the 
** fufpenfion of the habeas corpus bill, the introdaftion of a con- 
" vention bill, or the landing of foreign troops in Great Britain 
^ or Ireland, the delegates are immediately to affemble in Con- 
** vention at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with 
^ a fecret Committee. That, when feven delegates fhall be thus 
^ aflembled, they fhall declare themfelves permanent ; and, wheii 
•* their number amounts to twenty-one, they ihall proceed to 
** bufinefs : thus you fee we are providing againft what may 
** happen. 

*' Citizen Gerrald's health is fo far recovered as to not pre- 
•* vent him from fully attending his duty. We cannot fay as 
*' much of Citizen Sinclair, from the Society foi: Conftitutional 
** Information ; he has been confined to his bed ever fince Sa« 
** turday by a violent fever and fore throat : he is, however, 
** fomewhat better this morning. He is a valuable young man j 
** and fhould he die, his lofs would be feverely felt ; not indeed 
*' by his conftituents, who have bafely abandoned him, but by all 
•* the friends of freedom. He is a member of our Society, and 
** we recommend him to your notice. 

" You will before this have received our laft, of the 26th No-* 
** vember, acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the z^d^ 
" together with a remittance of ^^ 12 12 o. Our time is {q 
" conftantly employed that we find it abfolotely impoflible as yet 
** to write to you more than once a week, and even that on no 
•* fixed day ; eighteen hours out of the four-and-twenty are de- 
*' voted to public bufinefs, and you may reft aflured they are not 
" mif-fpent. We are happy to hear that you go on as well in the; 
*' South as we do in the North, Letters convey but very im-^ 
** perfeftly, and with no great degree of fafety, what we might 

« wifh. 



( 474 ) 
•• wifli to inform ^ch 6ther of. You have done us a inateriil 
** injury by neglecting to fend us a parcel of our publications^ 
♦* and a number of copies of the Juryman's Rights ; pray do not 
'^ delay them any longer^ and among them fome of the Letters to 
^' Oundas. Wcfentyouan Edinburgh Gazetteer laft week: 
** we will fend you another to-morrow ; you will therein fee part 
•* of what has pafled in the Convention, 
" We remain^ 

*' Moft fincerely^ 
« Your fellow- labourers in the caufe of refoti% 
" Joseph Gerrald, Delegate* 
** M««. Margarot^ Delegate. 

^ M. M. would be glad to receive a line from T. H# about 
" private bufinefs of his own." 

' Addrefled— « Mf. Thomas Hafdy/' 

^. to Mr. Tf^tlUam Scott. Were thelc papers found in the 
£ime manner as the other papers ? 

J. They were. 

Mr. Bowir. Thefe are the proceedings of the Convention. 

Mr. Erjkine. I confefs I am not very anxious tofhut out any 
evidence. I very probably do not underftand it j but I do nofc 
fee how it bears upon the cafe. As the Cafe (lands at prefent^ 
the evidence is this. This Society was formed, the objed of its 
formation has been read in evidence, fubjecSl: to fuch conftrudtion 
as the Gentlemen of the Jury upon their oaths (hall bedifpofed to 
put upon it, in connexion with all the reft of the evidence* 
They appoint two delegates to attend this Edinburgh Conven- 
tion, and your Lord&ips will have the goodnefs alfb to recolle<3;^ 
that the holding of that Convention is not an a£l which is charged 
at all upon this record ; but the confpiracy, as it is called, was to 
aflemble another Convention at a very diftant period after this 
firft Convention had been difperfed. 

We had it in evidence recently, we have all heard within thefe 
five minutes that thofe two Gentlemen who were appointed as 
delegates to reprefent the Correfponding Society, of which the 
Gentleman at the bar was Secretary, had inftrudions given them, 

which 
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which inrtrufiiotis direaed thcfe delegates to puifue clofely thofe 
niles and inftitutions of the Society which have been read in evi- 
dence. Therefore, my Lord, if they have — I do not know that 
they have, nor do I care whether they have or no— if it (hould 
turn out in the proceedings that are now propofed to be read, that 
this Convention at Edinburgh did, in the moments of heat 
and irritation, which I take for granted always mud belong to 
l^erfons in the fituation in which they were placed — if they had 
written or faid, or done any thing ; nay, I will go further, if 
Mr. Margarot has done any thing, or faid any thing, not within 
the fcope of the inflrudions given to him, which in{lru<9ion5 
have been read in evidence, and which inftru<2ions refer alfo to 
the inftitution of the Society, which has been alfo read in evi- 
dence, I humbly contend that cannot afFe<£l the prifoner in any 
way : and give me leave for a moment to call this to the ferious 
confideration of the Court. 

The defendant is charged with no afl: of the Edinburgh Con« 
vention ; no, he is charged with that which, if I could believe him 
one moment in my mind to be guilty of, although I muft (land here 
to do my duty towards him, yet I fhould do it in another fafhion 
thai I mean to perform it — he is charged with compaffing and 
imagining the death of our Sovereign Lord the King, whofe life is 
dear, my Lord, to all the kingdom ; in order to prove that he had 
from the beginning that wicked intention, for that wicked inten- 
tion is the foundation of the whole proceeding, and no act can 
be given in evidence before your Lordfhips, nor will I fit here 
filent to hear any aft given in evidence that does not go to fhew 
the prifoner at the bar had that wicked compaffing. I admit that, 
if they can (hew that any inftru6lions were given to thefe two 
men, which inftruflions carry upon the face of them (and whether 
they carry it upon the face of them or no is fubjecft to the con- 
fideration that they are to receive from the Jury) evidence of that 
wicked intention, or that that intention can be proved by any 
thing that is like inference or conftruftion (for this is not an 
cxtenfion of the ftatute at all) this is matter of evidence, 
. My friend Mr. Gibbs and myfelf have fat filent ; your Lord-, 
fljips, I am fure, muft agree that we have given no fort of trouble 
I to 
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to the Court, nor do I mean in the progreTs of the caufe to give 
trouble to the Court ; when, therefore^ they read any thing that 
comes from Mr. Hardy, or any thing that does not come from 
him, though he is the mere inftrument, as the Secretary of a 
body of men, yet if he mixes in it, we have never objeded to it 
as evidence ; but when they propofe to read, I do not know what 
it is— probably I am wafting my own breath and your Lordfhip's 
time in oppoilng that which will be of no confequence, perhaps, 
when it comes to be resid ; but when I ftand here defending this 
man, who holds his life under the law, and I am not defending his 
life only, but my own life, and the life of every man in the coun- 
try, I muft take care that the rules of evidence are obferved — ^I 
wifii to know the nature and the quality of the paper. If it be 
fomediing Mr. Hardy is cognizant of, if they can fhew that the 
proceedings of the Convention were known to and approved of 
by Mr. Hardy, my objeSion falls to the ground, and I have no- 
thing to fay about them. 

Lord Chief fuftice Eyre. I take it for granted they mean Xo 
do that, becaufe, otherwife, the proceedings of the Convention at 
Edinburgh can be nothing in this caufe. 

Mr. Bower. There are tibfequent approbations of them 
without end \ we (hall read evidence enough of that by and by. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. There is enough, in my opinion, to 
let in the evidence ; the application of it is quite another confi- 
deration : this is the ^St of a body, to which this prifoner fent 
perfons to z8t in his name ; he may afterwards to be fure obje£l 
that they exceeded their commiilion, and therefore they are per- 
ibnally refponfible ; but I think that will be obfervation upon the 
evidence, it is no objedion to the evidence. 

Mr^ Erfkine. I am perfefily fatisfied ; I only wanted to lci\pw 
what we were about. 

Mn Solicitor General. Mr. Skirving muft be confidered as 
agent to the Society, and it is extremely important, as it feem^ 
to me— — 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It is agreed to be read, fubjeS to tho 
obforvations that may arife upon it. 

[The paper read.'] 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL CONVENTION, 
f** Edinburgh, a9th October, 1793. 
« Mr. John M*Intyre being called to thfe chair, the foUowinf 
commii&ons were given in, read, and found valid, viz. ' 

«< From 
" The Potterrow Society. 
•' In favour of 
** Meflrs» Adam Pringle^ John Clark^ James Bell, Thomas 
Noble, James Paterfon, Randolph Slack, Thomas Bell, 
George Turner, James Dun, George Cotton, James 
Purves, Prefes, James Tod, S^cretaryi Thomas Watfon, 
James Bell, John Gilchrift/' 
^ Newtown. 

« John Milne, P. John Laidlaw, S/* 

** CoWGATE. 

<< Alexander Reid, Charles Salter, I(aac Salter, George Caf« 
ium, William M'Cubbin, John M^Intyrc.** 
** Canongate, No. 3. 

« John Laing, David Taylor, William Robertfon.'* 
« Dundee, Friends of the Conftitution. 

" Rev. Mr. James Donaldfon." 
** Dundee, Friends of Liberty. 

" George Mealroaker.*' 
^* Dundee, Friends of the Conftitution. 

« Rev. Mr. Neil Doughs." 
" Newmilns. 

" James Campbell of Newmilns.'* 
** Newtown. 

" David Bertie, John Auchlnlech, John Muir, John Noble, 
• John M'Arthur, Alexander Knox, Archibald Gray, 
John Graham, James Bourdon, William Urquhart, 
John Hodge, Alexander Bremner, Andrew Newton." 
^ Glasgow, Friends of the People. 

*' Robert Peacock, John Stark, John Gartley, James Gart* 
ley, John Hanchilwood, Walter Hart, William Miller, 
James Little." 

U ** Gorballs* 
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" GoRBALLS.. ... - . 

. « George Miller.*' 

*^ Jahies Royd, John Morri^ John Bhilip/* 
** Strathavek. . 

«' John Mitchell/' 
" Paisley. 

« John Taylor, Thomas Bowie, Archibald tlaflie.*' 

*^ PoRTSBURGH. 

«* Peter Hardie, James Richmond, Taj^pf, James 

T w^cdie, Jofeph Smeatl, John Dickfon, J'ohh Richmond, 
Adam. Richmond, William Skirving, Efq. PHer Wood, 
John Thbmfon, George Anderfpn, jaiiies Stiieall, Fre- 
derick Milne, William Moffkt.*' 
" United SociBTiE5,.of. Kirkcaldy and.Linkton. 
" William Tod, James Hatley, Henry Rait.** 

V LiNUTHGOW. 

« Adam Dawfon, William MkrlKall, .William Henfhehvood.'* 
" Canokgate, l^o. I. and a. 

*' Alexander 3ell, John Buchanan,, Alexahder Portnne, 
James Sohiervaill, Alexander Aitchifon, AhcKibaU 
Wright, Alexander Callender, Richard VcKingeT» John 
Wardlaw, William Simpfon^ John Johnfton, Thomas 
Kennedy." 
** Water of Leith,. 

** Arthur M*Ewan, Robert, Orrock*. William Farquh^rfon, 
William Gofport.'* 
« Perth. 

« Robert Sands," 
^^ LiNTOiS Eaft Lothian. 

«' John Hepburn, P. George Milne, Andrew TfayJor, Sec. 
** Operative Society, Edinburgh. 

*' John Thynne, Gordon Murray, Thomas Mjller, J«hn 
Baillie, Alexander Cockburn, William Johnfton/* 
«* Hamilton. 

** John McLaren." 
« Bridg£*Street. 

"Archibald Binncy, Mitchell Young, Alexander Scott, 

Andrevir 



Andrew Simpfon, David Downie, John Ingfis, Alex* 
ander M^Kenzie, James Carmichael, John iCirk, Jame$^ 
Fergufon, James VVilkic, David Lyon, George Cle- 
land, William Fleming, James Foyar, Wniianft Eel- 
beck, William Rofs, Ebenezer Stalker.** 
" Lawriston. 

*' David Wcir, John Du An, John Braid wood, IJaVid 
Go wans." 
•* Lawnmarket, Edinburgh. 

" Thomas Cockburn, James Lawfon, Charles Ritchie, John 
Grindlay, John Wilfon, John Wyld, William ftoma- 
nus, Samuel Paterfon, J* Thomfon, John Gourlay, Mr. 
Burn." 
"Dalkbith. 

•* Peter Leyden, James Mutter, Thomas Tiyhar^ WiUIaMr 
Watfon." 
"Calton. 

«' Robert Chriftie, Wilium Philip, James Smith, William 
Brodie, Peter Hunter, William Boyd.** 
" Kilmarnock. 

^^ John Ronaldfon, Thomas Boyd of Capricl^hill^ Williant 
Muir, James Cunningham/* 

** AUCHTERDBRRAN. 

** John Tod, J^hn Chalmers/' 
" Kirkintilloch. 

« William Hay, David Brown/* 
*• Pennycoick. 

" James Smith, Robert Smith, John Jackfon/* 
** Lbnnoxtown. 

" John Brown." 

•• l^ATH-H^AB. 

•* John HSillcy, Robert Rait.** 

Actional Delegatims* 
*• Shotts. 

•• WillJam Martin of Moorhall/' 

*'WlGT0N. 

^Lor^lDacr.'* 
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" Cwwu AND Anchor, London. . . 

** Charles Sinclair, Henry Yorke.** 
*' London Corresponding Society. 

« Joreph Gerrald, Maurice M-irgarot.** 
" Sheffield Constitutional Society^ 

** Mathew Campbell Brown." 
•* Glasgow, United Scoifmen. 

" Robert Peacock, John Stark/' 

« MiLTOWN OF CaMPSIE. 

« Dugald Murray." 
<^ Mid Calder. 

« Thomas Twcedale." 
" Whitburn. 

" George Waddel." 
" Tradestown. 

*< John Gartley." 
" C among ate, No. i. and t. 

** William Campbell, George Malcolm. 
« Newton. 

« (Apology, figned L M.)" 
« Montrose. 

*< Colin Nowie." 
" Canongatb, No. 3, 

« James M'Kay, Peter Moffat, Alexander Plenderleith.'* 
« Broughton. 

♦« William Bonthron, Jofiah More, John Fairley." 

*' Mr. Purvis paid to the general fund, from the PottcrroW^ 
Society, il. is." 

" The Prefident having conftituted the meeting by prayer, was 
CGiitinued in the chair unanimoufly." 

<* A letter was read from MefTrs. James Bifhop and Alexander 
Dove, Prefident and Secretary of the Society at Johnftone, con • 
taining their fentiments on public reform, with an apology for not 
fending delegates j and concluding with a Very juft compliment to 
Thomas Muir, £fq." 
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** A fimilar letter of apology was read from WooJftow, and 
another from. Mr. Thomas Watt at Dunbar." 

•^ The Secretary alfo read a letter from Mr. John Chalmers, 
Secretary to a Provincial Convention, held the 15th current at 
the New Inn in Fife, containing the refolutions of that meeting 
refpecaing a Committee of Correfpondence, an Addrefs to his 
Majefty to difmifs the prefent Miniftry, and put an end to th^ 
war. Sec." 

^ Mr. Callander moved, that the Houfe ihould be purged ojf 
ftrangers." 

^ Mr. Binny moved, that a particular part of the Houfe be 
allotted for vifitors, who ihould be admitted upon paying one 
ibilling each. At laft it was refolved that all prefent (hould gp as 
near the door as poffible, and each delegate anfwer to his name ia 
the order of the roll. After which it was refolved, that, as the 
Houfe was rather too fmall for the delegates, none elfe ihould be 
admitted.'' 

^ Mcflrs. Alexander Lamond, David Leckie . from MufleU 
burgh, Mr. ■ Williams from Manchefter, Mr. Hunter, 

and Mr. Yetts, were allowed to continue as vifitors ; and it was 
refolved that no vifitors in future (hould be admitted without giv« 
ing in their names to the chair." 

*« A letter was prcfented and read from Mr, Stephen GihTon 
of the Ivinlithgow Society, refpeding the objedb of the aflb* 
ciation.'* 

^ A motion was prefented and read from Mr. William Philip^ 
that *^ this Convention adopt fome meafures for inftrudting the 
people at large in the nature, principles, and glorious properties 
of the Britifli cohftitution.— Ordered to lie on the table. ^ 

"Letter and conimiffion read from Lcnnoxtown, Campfie, 
fignedby Mr. D. M'Nal, Secretary." 

" Mr. Callender moved, " That this Convention refolve to 
claim for themfelves and thdr conftituents the right of univerfal 
fuffrage and annual ParTiaments/* 

" A letter from a Gentleman, who dbes not wifh his name 
to be mentioned) was afterwards read, which, the Secretary ^a^ 
received, accompanying a work in M S, entitled '"^ Review of 

U3 the 



the Conftitutlon and Government cf Gr^t Britain i'' and dqfi- 
cated to this Gene,ral Convention." 

" Mr. Downie moved to change the general title of the a^b^ 
ciations.— Ordered to lie on the table.** 

*< An anonymous letter was afterwards read, which the Secrc- 
tary had received, covering a guinea note of the Thiftlc Bank.** 

" A motion was made by Mr. Archibald Wright, that the 
Convention fliall each night adjourn before lO o'clock.. — Agreed 
toifpoffible." 

** A letter was read from the Four Um'ted Societies of 
Ireland/* 

•* Mr. Bell moved an addrefs and declaration of principles.— 
Ordered to lie over.** 

^ Mr. Laing made a fimilar motion, which was'alfo ordered 
to lie on the table.** 

** Adjourned at | paft 4, till 6 o'clock in the evening.** 

EoDEM D« — Evening Sittimo. ' 
'^Thc Rev. Mr. J. DontldUbn in die Cimir. 

^ The minutes being read, a motion was prefenttd and read 
from Mr. James Mitchell, of Paifley, That a petition' be pre- 
fented to his Majefly to put an end to this ruinous and deftruc-^ 
tive war." 

^ Mr. Skirving moved, that a Comm]t^ee be appointed to 
toniider the apologies made for abfenee, and to report ; and tht 
following Committee were appointed ^Meflrs. Buchanan, Hen-« 
Aelman, with the Prefldent and Secretary, and Mr, Clark. 

**'The following gentlemen were admitted vifitors-^Mr. 
Samuel Brown, from Virginia ; Mr. Reid, Mr. Heron (recom- 
mended by T. Muir, Efq.) David Richie, Mr. Walter David-, 
fon, JohnBennet, Gavin, Malcolm, and George Malcolm, 

^^ Mr. Skirving prefentcd and road a copy of a letter, wTjOtc 
in name of the General ConHnittee, and figned by Mr, Calleo- 
der himfelf, to the Lord Provoft, with his Lord(hip*s anfwer« 
After which be moved, that a Committee be appointed to cpn<y 
fider of the anfwer, 

^ Mei&s, Buchanan and the Rev. Mr^ Douglas thought it 

merited 
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fnerited no repljr, iiot being figned.' After f^me copvefiadpny 
the affair was remitted to the Tame Committee to cbnfider .the 
Lord Provoft*s anfwer, and report to the Convention. 

" Mr. Skirving read the thanks of the General Meeting of 
th? ^fiends of the People, at Free Mafon's Tavern, dated 
London, i$th of May, 1793) as returned by them to the Con- 
vention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their zeal and activity 
in the cauTe of Parliamentary Reform. 

^Ife alio rrad a fiinihur letter from Mr. Thonias Hardy, 
i^ated I^ndpHi 5th O(ftober, 1.793 » ^^^ another, dated London^ 
QfSlobef 23, 1793) Te(pcSkmg the apppintmept of l^efTrs. M^« 
^arot ai^d Qefajd. 

. *^ Mr. Skirving nqct r^d a letter from Mr. pt Stuart, Secre- 
tary to the Afibciatlon at London, dated Frith- flnee^, No. 7^ 
O^obMT 16, I79g« Mf. . Binny f ead a letter ffom the Con- 
ftitu^i^l^ So^y at Sbsffiel^, dated Z7^h of May, 1793, an4 
ifgtieA William Qamagc, Secretly, upon the ohjtSt% of reforn^ 
in genial, c^it^ipipg ibpie humourous remarks oq the argu* 
foents advanced by t)^ enemies of reform, which were received 
with great approbation. Mr. Skirving aext read the printefl, 
p9perx:ontaiAed in the (aid letter, addrejTed to the unemployed 
artman^ &c. of M^nchefter, at>d poncaiqing a number of exqsU 
Ipnt remarks upon the calamities of wy, figned ^^ Sidney." 

'^ Mr« Clsjrk moved, that a deputation be fent tbi^ night to 
Urait 00 Mr. Muir. — MeiTrs* Douglas, Wright, and Clark 
were appointed accordingly'; and Mr. Douglas moved, that $ 
coogretubitory letter be fent to Mr. Muir in name of the Cgn- 
vention, which was agreed to ; and Meflrs. Pouglas and the 
Prefident were appointed a Coinmittee accordingly. 

*< Mr, Wright moved, that two Members be apipointed to 
tftne wilb Mr. Muir every 4^y while the Convention fits, at the 
ekpence of the Convention, which was unanimoufly agreed to^ 
*^ The Depiute Secretary read a letter from Henry Ship* 
Iff, Eiq. Sepretary to the Nottingham Delegates, with ^ eopy 
of the printed relb^utlons of their feventh ddepted meeting, 
figned by ■ ^ ■ ■, Prefident, and H. Shipley, Secrptjiry j and 
Mr* Sl^irving read a copy of his anfwer. 
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« The Rcr. Mr. Douglas moved, that the Nottingham 
refolutions (hould be reprinted, with fuch remarks as might be 
judged proper, at the cxpence of the Convention, and circu- 
lated. Mr. Newton moved fome amendment; Mr. John 
M^Intyre alfo objedled to the republication ; MeiTrs. Philips, 
Aitchifon, Wright, Boyd, and feveral other fpeakers fupported 
the motion; whereupon the motion was agreed to, and the 
following Committee was appointed : 

^ Meflrs. SIcirving, Buchanan, Callender, Binney, Clark, 
from Edinburgh ; Miller, from Garbals ; Douglas and 
Donaldfon, from Dundee ; Sands, from Perth ; Hart, from 
Glafgow; Chalmers, from Fife; Boyd, from Dunfermline j 
Boyd, from Kilmarnock; Mitchell, from Paifley; and Hep* 
burn, from E. Linton. 

^ Mr. Skirving moved, that a coUedion be immediately 
imade for defraying charges, and repeated at every meeting of 
the Convention, which was unanimoufly agreed to, and Meiirs* 
Buchanan and fiinny being appointed collefbors, there was col* 
Ie£led 2!. 6s. 6d^. which was delivered to Mr. Skirving, in 
abfence of the Treafurer. 

« Mr. Skirving next read a letter from the Delegate Meet- 
ing of the Conftitutional Society at Leeds, dated 24th of May, 
1793, and figned by Mr. Charles Handley ; together with a 
printed copy of their addrefs, declaration, and refolutions, 
figned by Meflrs. Jofeph Firth and Jofeph Nutter, Prefident and 
Secretary. 

" Mr. Rofs moved, that the Lord Provoft and Magiftrates 
fliould be invited to attend our deliberations to-morrow. 

" Mr. John Chalmers moved, to prefent a petition to his 
Majefty, to fall upon fome expedient for obtaining a geiieral 
convention of the whole nation, to confider the grievances of 
the people. 

** Mr. Alexander Bremner moved, that this Conventfon 
draw up a few leading features of our grievances, fuch as Cor- 
poration Laws, Teft A<fts, Patronage, &c. which are all iniBfli- 
cal to the natural rights and liberties of man, &c, 

^ 9f Mr- Johp Sinclair moved, that a fubfcription be fet on foot 
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for the benefit of Mn Muir, — All thefc motions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

** The Secretary read a letter from Colonel M*Leod, dated 
the nth of May, with a copy of his anfwcr— -whereupon 

^^ Mr. Callender moved, that a deputation be appointed to 
wait upon Col. M^Leod, to fee if he flood to his principles. 
Mr, Callender, the Rev. Mr. Douglas, Mr. Newton, and Mr. 
Clark, were accordingly appointed to wait on the Colonel. 

^* Mr. Alexander Scott moved, that every other gentleman in 
the fame predicament ought to be waited upon, and their reafons 
for.abfenting themfelves inquired into — and particularly Lord 
Paer. Mr. Skirving vindicated Lord Daer ; but; Mr. George 
S.0& ieconded Mr. Scott's motion, and infifted that it ihould 
alfo be extended to Mr. Hugh Bell. 

** Upon further arguing, it was agreed to poftpone thcfe 
motions till to-morrow. 

*' All the Committees were appointed to meet to-morrow at 
ten o'clock, and the General Meeting was appointed to- meet 
to-morrow at eleven— Mr. Callender's motion to be firft dif* 
cufTed. 

•* Mr. Skirvlng read a paper, prefented by Mr. Thomas 
Noble, fetting forth in his own name, and that of the Potter^ 
row Society, the neceflity of applying for univerfal fuffrage and 
annual eled^ions to the King and not to the Parh'amenc. 
. " Mr. Clark gave in a verbal report from the Committee 
appointed to wait on Mr. Muir— that they were very cordially 
received, and that it was his wiih, that if the Convention wiihed 
it, fix could dine with him j but that it would be necefTary t» 
apply to the Magifirates, which, after fome reafoning, was 
agreed to be done to-morrow. 

*f The Rev. Mr. Donaldfon, the Chairman, afterwards cloted 
the Meeting by a prayer, very well fuited to the occafion, as 
.well as to the times and circumftances ; after which the Con- 
vention was adjourned till to-morrow at eleven. 

** The Convention appointed the Committee of InftruStion 
to arrange the various motions, and report to-morrow morn- 
ing.*' 
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SSCOVO DaV'« SlTTlKft. 

« Edinburgh, 30th October, 1793. 
« The Rev. Mr. Neil Douglas in the Chair. 

^ The roH 1)ehig e^d, and a IbHeffing implored In iKfdie ^ 
tke A&iiib]]r, by tbe P^eTklent, Mr. Secftt Mfk»rted, that the 
Inner Jailor fatd, he had «n exprefs or^ from the Lord Proveft 
«md Magiftrates not to admttt Refelved, that Mr. Qudmers 
and Mr. Mealmafeer dtne with Mr. Mair this itkj, 

^ ift. Mr. Ro&'« motion was negatived. 
«* Minutes read. 

** Mr. Gourhy moved, that ia addition to tbe cofleftion 
xnade ea<^h evehing, a fiAfctiption paper fball be pfefented to the 
company, for the ptirpofe of raifing a firm to defray die ex- 
pences of publications approved of by the Society. — Agreed Co. " 

^ A motion was made by Mr. Milter, one of the Delegates 
of Glafgow, to draw up an Addrefs to the people — whicH 
motion was ordered to foe clalTed With Mefltrs. fteQ and 
Bremner's. 

^ Mr. Sands from Perth, moved, that we Ihoufd agree ttpbn 
the future proceedings of the Friends of Reform, and explrcid^ 
declare our pTinci[des. 

*« Mr, W. Hart moved, that it iliould be recommended to 
the Editors of political pamphlets to print part of thetn ori 
coarfe paper, for cheapnefs. 

<' Mr. M< Arthur moved, that a piiblic prsiyer ftonid be made 
by die Societies, for the Lord^s affiftance in ihe caufe of Re- 
form. 

♦* Mr. Oartley, from Glafgow, movcd^ that the CoWvtMitibh 
Ihould take into its confideration the refolutions entej-ed Ipto by 
the .Convention laft year, for Supporting poembers Qppreffed by 
the airm of power. 

*^ Mr. Archibald Wright moved, that by the revolution fct- 
tlenient:. Delegates have liberty to meet and confult upon their 
^riavaiKCS. ... 

" Mr. Newtoq ipoved, that the Convention, when fpeaking 

of the conftitution, (hould drop the word glorious, and f^y the 

purity of.ihe conftitution. 
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« Moved» by the Rev. Mr. Neil Dougfes, to puklifli a dtf- 
approbation of the flave trade. 

^ All thefe motions were erdered to lie on th$ table. 

<' Difcuffion of Mr. Calknder's motion for imiverial fufirage 
and annual parliaments was called for. 

^ Mr. Callender having fpoke upon it for fome time, and 
read feveral printed papers to (hew th^ neceffity of its paJSng, 
he was reminded, that it was proper to poO^pone what he had 
further to fiiy, in ccider to wait on Col. M^Leod, and there* 
liqic the £srtber difcuffion yn» delajred till the Evening Sitting. 

^ Rev, Mr. Donaldfon in the Chair. 

** Meflrs. Philips, Chalmers, and Gibfon*s motions remitted 
to the authors, to be cendenfed againft next fitting, in con- 
jundion with Mr« Heochalwood. 

^^ Mr. Downie's motion being read, Meflrs. George Ro&y 
Downie, Sands,' and feveral others, fpoke for the motion-ir 
Meflrs. Wright, Aitchrfon, Paterfon, and feveral others, fpoke 
againft it. Mr. Skirving moved for a delay of any change of 
the title till the primary Societies (hould be confulted.— Re* 
fblved, that the Convention (hall make no alteration in the title 
of the General AflTociation, but leave it to the particular Societies 
to aflume what name they pleafe. 

^ MeiTrs. Bell and Bremner's motions being read, with the 
coodenfed ftate of both, and a fimilar motion by Mr. G. Miller^ 
from Glafgow ; after fome argument, and a motion of its being 
remitted to a Committee, Mr. Donaldfon propofed to keej^ 
tilofe to the main point, and not to interfere with other griev- 
ances. Meifiis. Douglas, Skirving, Cockburn, Philips, and 
feveral others fpoke in favour of the meafure— Meflrs. Downie 
and Aitchifon objeAed to the word Corporation Laws ; after 
which it was refiJved to remit the drawing ap of a proper ad^ 
dreft, and declaration of principles, &c. to a Committee to be 
appointed to-morrow* 

**^ Meflb. Callender, Douglas, and Newton, having returned 
from Col. M^Leod, reported, viva vociy the poJite reception 
'0ey had received from him, and the afiurances he had gtveh 
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them of his fteidy adherent to the caufC| whSe the people pro« 
ceeded in a conflitutional way/' 

« The Rev. Mr. Douglai in die Chair. 

f < It was propofed that Mr. Callender's motion fhould now bo 
refumed ; but, after fome converfation, being now near four, it 
was agreed to adjourn till fix.*' 

^ A prefent of a confiderable number of copies of a pamphlet^ 
entitled, '^ Proceedings of the Friends of the Liberty of the 
Prefs," was prefented by Mr. Alexander Scott, and diftributed 
gratis/* 

EoDEM Die — Evening Sitting. 

« The Rev. Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

** The confidcration of Mr, Callender's motion being refumed, 
Mr. Skirving read an extrafl: from a pamphlet, entitled, " An 
Eflay on Parliamentary Reprefentation and Magiftracies of Bo^ 
roughs Royal;'* after which Mr. Callender delivered a very 
animated fpeech upon the motion, fliewing a variety of feafons 
for adopting it. A delegate from Dalkeith having ftarted a 
qacftion, whether we have a rightj by the conftitution of 1688, 
to claim univerfal fuffrage and annual parliaments, or whether 
we oughtf to go further back for authority. Meflrs. Gourley, 
Philips, Buchanan, Clark, Wright, Sands, Newton, Aitchifon, 
and feveral delegates froni the country, delivered their fentinaents 
on the qucftion." " The chairman having left the chair, 

** A. Callender, Efq. was called to it. 

. <* Mr. JDouglas then delivered a mofl judicious and fenfibleYpeech 
upon the abfurdity of reprefenting property inftead of men, and 
thus degrading the dignity of our nature. MeiTrs. Philips, John 
Smith, A. Bell, Donaldfon, and feveral other delegates from 
Perth, Dalkeith, &c. fpoke on the fame fide. One gentleman 
obferved, that the eftablifhing of univerfal fufFrage would be only 
doing juftice to the rabbie of Scotland, i\ic /wine of England, and 
the wretches of Ireland." 
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" Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

" Ib the further difcuffion of this fubjeft a queftion was llart- 
ed, whether foldiers or failors ihould be allowed to vote, when 
Mr. Callender gare it as his decided opinion, that both clafTe^ 
ihould have a voice in the ele£lion of their reprefentatives ; a^d 
particularly the latter, who fufFer fo much from imprefs war- 
rants, which would have no exigence were univerfal fufFrage 
cftabUflied.*' 

" Mr. Skirving moved, that a colleilion be made for the ex- 
pence of publifliing trafls upon the fubje£i: of reform, when 
31. 6s. o|d. was collected, which, with 5s. received this after- 
noon, makes 3I. lis. ofd.'* 

" The fubjeft of Mr. Callender*s motion being refumed, the 
Rev. Mr. Donaldfon argued at confiderable length in favour of 
it ; and with many hiftorical and fcriptural arguments, as well 
as feveral humourous remarks, fupported the motion. Meflr^. 
Mealmaker and Douglas fpoke on the fame fide, and faid, it 
would be agreeable to a great majority of their conftituents.'' 

^ Mr. Donaldfon propofed to pafs the refolution of this meet-> 
ing, on Mr. Callender's motion in the words of the Duke of 
Richmond, of which he prefented a copy, which was read by 
Mr. Skiryifg,'* 

" Mr. Alexander Scott propofed to read a few extrafb-froni 
the plan of parliamentary reform framed and adopted by the 
Weftminfter Aflbciation, and introduced into parliament by his 
Grace *, which being agreed to, he read them accordingly." 

'* Mr. Skirving then moved, that the vote fliould be pur, which 
was agreed to; previous to which, however, one of thp delegates 
from Dalkeith, faid his colleagues who were abfent, as well as the 
whole of his conftituents, were unanimoufly for univerfal fufFrage 
:uid annual eledKoos." 

** After fomc argument refpefting the ftate of the vote, it was 
ftated, approve or not, Mr. Callender having previoufly agreed 
to Mr. Donaldfon's amendment, when, upon calling the roll and 
khc votes being marked, it was carried nem. con. approve.— 
Whereupon all prefcnt congratulated ^ach other by a hearty fliakc 
of the hands." 
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^ Mr. Skirving tben reid a letter fr^m Mr« Muir, coyering a 
copy of a letter to the Lord Provoft, fetting forth the infolent 
abofe and outrage committed by the inner jailor, William Binny, 
«pon two gentlemen who had gone up to vjfit him, and de- 
manding redrefi from the magiftrates. Upon this Mr. Archibaht 
JNnny moved^ that a fubfcription be immediateiy fet on foot t& 
profecute the fatd William Biony. This was feconded by feveraT 
nenibers ; but, after fome argument) It was thought proper to^ 
delay all proceedings in this affair till to-morrow." 
• ^ Mr. Douglas then clofed the bufinefs with a pr»yer fttited to 
die occafioo, and adjourned the meeting tilt ta-mocTow ac tcn/^ 



^ EDINBVItGH, 31 OCTOBBR 93. 

^ Alexander Callender, Efquire, in the Chair* 

^ The Rev. Mr. Douglas having invoked the blefllng of tli(f 
Almighty upon our proceedings, tfte minutes were read and cor^ 
reded. Meffrs. Vickers, Tod, Blair, and Nf*Leay and Adam 
Wilfon from Paifley, were admitted as vffitors. Mt; Buchanan 
moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Skirvmg far his very great and 
important exertions in the caufe of I'efbrm, which was unani- 
moufly agreed to. 

*^ The buiinefs of the addrefs to the public being moved by 
Mr. Mealmaker, and a wiQi expreiled by him and fcveral other 
country delegates, that a fcroll of it (faould be drawn up before 
they go out of town, it was refblved, after arguing atfome length 
upon a motion by Mr. Paterfon, feconded and amendedby Meilrs. 
Wright and Aitchifon, that a month from this date (hould be 
allowed to the (bcieties in the country to communicate their ideas 
upon this fubjedi^ to the fecretary, to be laid before the Edinburgji 
monthly Committee at their meeting, on the firft Thuriday io 
December— ta whom the final r«viial of the addrefs to be drawn 
up by the Committee is entrufted.** 

*< Mr. Skirving read from Dr. Samuel Johnfba's Hiilary of 
Magna Charta, a chapter concernifig the firft founder of tba 
yearly folkmote, 

<^ Mr. Skirving made the following motions, viz. lll^ Th;^ 
the Convention ihall follow up the unanimous r^folution for 
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univcMfa) fuffrage and annual parliaments, hf reconiQaetidiiig to 
their focieties to declare publicly and feverally theif approbation, 
with their reafons. And, idly. That each fociety be called upoa 
to draw up a new declaration, containing the two original refo- 
hition^ of the aflbctation as now explained, and according to die 
explanation given by the Duke of Richmond, and to require each 
member already admitted, or to be admitted, to fubfcribe the 
fame. Thefe motions, after a (hort converfation, were unani- 
moufly agreed to." 

^^ The different motions to addref^ the King being read, Mr. 
IVtealpaaker's was withdrawn; and Mr. Skirving moved, that 
all thefe motions be comprefTed into the fimple queftion — whe- 
ther we {hall addrefslhe King or die HToufe of Commons. Upon 
this queftion various opinions, were delivered.; fome contending^ 
that to petition the King was illegal, as defiring one branch of 
the legifliitiirc to encroach on the privilege of the other. Others, 
that it was ftridly legal to petition the King to recommend i^ 
or at leaft to lay it before the parliament, to take luch a meafore 
under confideration." 

** MeiTrs. Wardfcrw, Scoft, Donaldfon, Aitchifon, Douglas, 
Wright, Geo. Rofs, Buchanan, Callender, Johnfton, and Goor- 
ley, fpoke againft addrefSng the Kingj and Meflrs. Skirving, 
Chalmers, Jbhn Laing, ahd ont or two country delegaXes pieail 
for the meafurc." 

** The debate being refumed, Mr. Wright moved, that ^ 
d^fi^erent focieties (hould be left to adopt what meafurea they 
pleafed, ahd to petition either King or parliament. Mn George 
Rofs pi^pofed to petition the Houfe of Commons, aad at the 
fame time to addrefs the King to dWTolve the parliament. Mr« 
Buchanan objed^ed to any addrefs of this kind to the King, as 
tending to increafe the royal influence. Mr. Paterfon, Mr, 
Scott, and Mr. $ands, propofed. that this Convention Aonld re- 
commend to the focieties at large to petition the Houfe of Com^- 
mons, as their only reprefentatives either really or virtually, 
Mr. Chalmers infiftcd to petition the King, and fatd, that his 
xonffituents were determined that they would not again petition 
die Houk of Common*. Mr. Skirving (aidj that upon -our 
prefcht plan we would perhaps not get a fii^glc member to pre- 
kotiU'\ 
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**Thc Rev. Mr. Donaldfon delivered a conciliatory. fpeech 
replete with humour j but recommending it to leave the focic- 
tics to do as they may judge proper." 

"Mr. William Urquhart objeSed to petitioning the King,a« 
a deviation from our original principles and declarations s and 
propofed putting the queftion to a vote." 

." Mr. Scott took notice, that the Fife delegates were not 
unanimous for addrefling the King." 

" A delegate from Fife expreffed his difapprobation of peti- 
tioning the King, and faid, his conftituents would as foon peti- 
tion the pope." 

*' A Glafgow delegate expreffed a fimilar fentiment in his 
own name. Mr*. John Laing withdrew his motion." 

*• Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

<< Mr. Callender having left the chair, recommended unanimity 
in a very animated fpeech." 

" Mr. — from Fife, withdrew his oppofition." 

" Mr. Chalmers alfo withdrew his oppoiition, and begged that 
the minute of his conftituents (hould be returned with a. proper 
oiScial recommendation. The Convention then refolved to petition 
the Houfe of Commons as the only competent branch of the 
legiflature to be applied to in cafes of reform in the reprefen- 
tation." 

" Mr.. John M'Intyre congratulated the meeting on the una- 
nimous decifion of this debate on this very important queftion." 

*^ Mr. Donaldfon and Mr. Mitchell, from Paifley, were ap- 
pointed to dine with Mr. Muir. Adjourned at a quarter paft four 
tiU fix." 

EoDEM Die— Evening Sitting. 

<* Alexander Callender, Efquire, in the Chair.. 

*« The minutes being read and correSed, the thanks of the 
Convention were given to Mr. Skirving from the chaii-, for his 
integrity and fervices." 

** Mr. M* Arthur's motion refpefling prayers was unanimoufly 
agreed to." 

« Mr. Scott^s motion as to Lord Daer, and Mr. Rofs's as to 
H. Bell, withdrawn." 

««The 
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• ** The Rev. Mri Douglas's motion to exprefs our approba- 
tion of the flave trade, was unanimoufly agreed to ; and it was re- 
folved, that this dreadful and infernal traffic fliould be taken par- 
ticular notibe of in the addrefs to the public, and the unanimous 
Wifh of tlie Convention for its immediate and total abolition, ex- 
prefled in ftrong terms." 

. " Mr. M'Cubbin's motion to recommend to the Committeei 
appointed to draw up a petition to parliament to obviate the ob- 
jeSiqns made, againft receiving the petitions for reform, was 
unanimoufly agreed to, after being amended as above." 

*\Mr. Rofs's motion, that in order to bring to light, and to 
punifli the perpetrators of oppreffive and arbitrary adls, a perfoa 
in every town (hould be appointed a gtiardian to difcover, pub- 
Jilh, and profecute all fuch proceedings j being read, it was 
agreed, that wh<ere the h^s are well fubftantiated, focieties 
ihould minute an account of them in a boolc.'^ 

" Mr. Binny's motion to print the names of the members with.- 
dfawn, but refolved, that thofe who have withdrawn from the 
afibciation fhall be waited on, and their proportion of expenses 
demanded.*' 

• " Mr. Skirving moved, that every member in the affociation, 
if a fervant, and in employment, (ball be required to pay fix- 
pence towards defraying the public debt 5 if not a fervanf, one 
fhilling at leaft. That every new member to be admitted, fliall 
pay one of thefe fums ; and that this contribution be levied two 
times in the year previous to every Convention, and fent up 
with the fcveral delegates, and paid into the Committee of general 
finance. Carried unanimoufly, after fome debate, with this pro- 
vifo, that the firft colleftion (hall be remitted within thp courfdJ^ 
of the* month." 

" MefTris..* Gourley and G. Rofs being appointed collectors 
for this night, the fum of 3I. 13 s. gd. was coUefted, which, 
with as. 6d. of overplus at dinner this afternoon, majces in all 
3!. 16s. 3d." 

" The following gentlemen were appointed to dine with Mr. 
Muir, to-morrow, vi^. 

«.. Mr. Henchelwood, ^« Mr. Mitchel, Strathaven, 

. « Mr. Hepburn, " Mr. Philip, DunfcVraline, 

•• . « .Mr. Campbell,. - *' Mr. CaUcndcr." 

X «* The 
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•« The Rev. Mr, Donaldfon read the fcroll of a cong/atulatofy 
letter drawn up by him and Mr. Dougfas to be prefcnred to 
Mr. Muir, which being read paragraph by paragraph, after a very 
few amendments, met the approbation of all prefent/^ 

•' Rcfolvcd alfo to fend a fimilar letter of congratulation to 
Mr. Palmer. Mr. SIcirving moved, that the thaiiks of this Con- 
vention be given to the country delegates in general, and par-* 
ticularly to the Rev. MefiVs. Ponaldfon and Douglas for their 
attendance on this occafion, which was done accordingly, and 
fuitable returns made. The chairman concluded the bufinefs of 
the evening with a prayer fulted to the importance of the great 
tod glorious caufe we arc engaged in." 

r 

" El>lWBURGH, ift.NoVEMBER I793. 

MoRKiNO Sitting* 
** Mr, John Milne, from Newton, near Mclrofe, in the Chair. 

^5 The fiecretar? read the miaates of laft fitting* Mr« Dow^ 
i>Ie prefented a firing of refolutions for difcuffion, when it waa 
agreed that the time of the Convention was too far gone for thefe 
t^olutions to have proper effe^ but agreed that they fkouM bo 
read over a/ter op^ii^ of the ev^xiing fittings and Ke on. the 
table of the Convention." 

^^ Mr^ Hepburn movedi thtt the thanks of the Convention 
fliould be given to Mr< David Clark^ the vi£%inf of the day, for 
his manly exertions in the caufe of reform^ Agreed to/' 

^ It was then agreed to come to a difcuffion of the motion 
prefented by Mr« James Mitchell, for petitioning the King ag^nft 
the war!" ' 

*^ After feveral animated ipeechesy l^reathiiig the trtie fpiiril'-of 
bcnevolqnce an4cbriftianity, it was unanimoufly-agrfledtocal} 
upon ^peoj^le of Scotland to unite as one man to pttjiion tl^ 
King againft the war." • 

*( Rev. Mr. Gonaldfen moved, . that it fliould be the. iecr e- 
tary's bufinefs to recommend to the Various focteties to fend «p 
thpfe ^ntlemen as delegates ^ho are moft abip for that ftation. 
Agreed.'* 

^'Mr. Skirvli^ moved, that the next Convention (hoitldtnee 
. - on 
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mtim hA Tiitfilay of April. Refolv^d, Md tijoutAti till the 
«Ttniiig«" 

« Motion by Mr. Wright rcfpcaing the right <tf th* ^Irt* 1^ 
cbMe liekgatM. Agreed io hUn. tm,^* 

£v£NiNd.SitTiira'>-*Eo»CM pit« 

** Mr. Walter fitart, from Glafgow, Jo the Chair, 

' ^ The arinuteft being r^ad, Mr. Oourlejr's motlofi for recam* 
mending provincial aflemblies to be beld^ m^ difcufiM^ Whan k 
was refdved to recommend it to focietiet in tRe tdunirj t6 Hold 
fte^enC int^rcourfe with each other, and to nteejt at ftatdd pe- 
riods for thatpurpofe; and a}fo to eftabliih fotieties iir tkoit 
thcB% where tbefe art known td be fi^tends of fcioftn i add like* 
i^fe in die inteim to fehd frequent deptotations tt> each other/* 

^^ Mr. Skthfisg Uai a printed copjp of bis eirdular lectir, and 
propofed to publifli fomnhing regularly onee a month oh the re-» 
form budneis. Refolved unanimoufly to recommend this plan 
to the entour^6fneot of Ihe fofct^ties in die country, that they 
tnay write Mr. Skirving within the month bow many copies tbey 
intend to take." 

^^ Mr. Mealmaker's flKXioft of thAnks to Mr. Scott unant« 
moufly agreed to, and a proper return made by Mr. Scott. " Mr* 
Richard Younger moved to fupport the Gazetteer. Refolved 
to recommend to the friefids of the people, that they ought to do 
all in their pi'wer to fupport that paper in fuch manner as Mr, 
Scott may require." 

" A colle£lion being ftiade, 2I. as. 4d. was colleaed, which, 
with 2s. lod. balance of reckoning, is if. 5s, 2d." 

"Mr. Callefider informed the meeting of the rcceptloix he 
had ttet with ffOnl the Lord ^rovoft." 

" Mr. Sinclair's motion for a fubfcriptlon for Mefir?. Muir 
Md Patoer. Mf . Skifving moved an ^imendment, which was^ 
unanimoufly agfeed to.*^ ' 

** Mr. Callender nioved the thinks of the Convention to Mr^ 
Wharton s(nd his adherent^, for the glorious appearance they 
made ofl the fubj^ of the conftitution on the ift of June, 
Seconded by the depute fefcretary, and unanimoufly agreed to." 

Xz ' "Mr. 
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r ' <« Mr^ SkifVing moved the tbsink^ of the Ccmv^mbn taCo^ 
lonel M^Leod, which was alfo feconded by A. A. and unani^ 
.IBoOfly agreed to." 

<< Mr. Skirving moved, that this Convention cxpreft its.ardent 
defire to cultivate a more clofe union with the fociedes in Eng* 
land, which was unanimoufly agreed to/' 

« Mr. M*Intire moved the thanks of the Conventiofi to Mr. 
Callender. Agrefcd to nem. con.'* 

^ '^^ Mr. Btnhy moved a vote of cenfare on the condod of the 
LcMrdProvoft. Withdrawn/' 

« Rcfclvcd to fupport Mr. Clark.'* 

'^ Refolvedy that Mr. Skirving fliould dine with Mr. Mmir 
to*morrow, and take any friend with him." 

^ Mr. Callender moved the thanks of the Convention to the 
fecretary and the depute fecretar}', which were unanimoufly 
Agreed to ; and the iame compenfation, as formerly, was voted 
him for bis trouble, with fomething more when the funds can 
afford it." 

• ** The MS. pamphlet, entitled, A Review of the Britifli Con- 
vention^, was remitted, for want of time, to the confidefation of 
the Edinburgh Monthly Committee, and the fecretary was im- 
powered to write the Author.' *Clofed by* prayer by Mr. M*In- 
tyre." « ' • • 

« Additional Delegate?. 

*' From In favour rf 

« Stirling . . - - . Robert Forrefter. 

" Darwell - - - ,- John Cleland, 

*' Dundee, ----- George Rofs, 

" Linlithgow • - - Stephen Gibfon. 

^^ Caiton - - I - - peter Hunter, William Boyd. 

." Strathaven - - - - James Wilfon. 

< * Hamilton - - - - Will . Haddo w, James Hamilton, 

'*^ Eadlejlon - - - - Thomas Noble. 

. " Dundee^ Newburgh - . Apologies. 

^^Pathhead . - . - Robert Raet, John Haliey. 

" Mufileburgh - - - John Niven, Duncan Charles. 

'. ^\Dundee ----- George Meal maker. . .• 



*^ Fimfdclt zni Kibnaurs - Robert Miiir. 

^Fsffar Patrick Milne. 

^SMiri William Johnftom 

« DunfirmUm - - - Peter Reed. 

** Unlkbgffw - - . - George Brocklcy." 

First Day's Sitting. 

<* Edinburgh, 19th November 1793* 

** General Convention of Delegates. 

^^ Mr. Walttr Hait from Glafgow, was called to the Chair. 

^ The roll being called, new commiffions read, and additional 
delegates .added to the lift, 

. ** Mu Margarot moved, that a Committee be appointed to 
draw up rules for the internal government of the Convention,, 
^ich was feconded and agreed to« It was alfo refoived, after 
fame argument upon the fubjed, that the tickets of admiffion 
IJiall be delivered to the delegates to-morrow, with their names 
infcribed on them by the fccretary/' . . 

^^ Mr. Skirving moved, that a Comn>ittee be appointed to 
iriw up the addrefe to the public, formerly refoived on by the 
Convention." 

<^ The following Committee was appointed to draw up the 
r^les for internal regulation, viz. 

" Mr. Margarot^ « Mr. Brown, ^ 

« Lord Daer, " Mr. J. Clark, 

« Mr. Sands, *« A. Callender, Efq. • 

^ Mr. Gartley, *' Mr. William Muir.'* 
« Mr. William Skirving, 

** Mr. Sindisur moved, that Lord Daer's refolutions, prefented 
to the firft general Convention, be remitted to that Committee,' 
which was agreed to. Mr. Gourlay moved, that Lord Daer "be 
called to the chair, which was feconded by the depute fecretary, 
but oppofed by Citizen Daer himfelf, as well as Citizens Ger- 
raid and Sinclair, as favouring too much of a fpirit of ariftocracy. 
* Whereupon it was unanimoufly refoived to call Mr. Callender 
to the chair.'* 

X3 "The 
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<< The meeting baing cmftiiuted by {my«#, ftiK!'ili# wkole of 
the laft minutes read, th« Secretary repeated his motion, thkt a 
Committee be appoi(ite«l to draw up the addrefs to the public.^^ 

'' Lord Daer expreffecl his difepprobation of trufting too much 
of the bufinefs ef the Convention to Committees. Mr. Brown, 
from Sheffield, urged many arguments upon the neceffity of ap* 
pointing Committees on particultr budneis.'' 

<^ Mr. Mvgarot moved, ^atprfvioiis a^ puiMfhing an ad- 
drefs to the public, a Committee b^ forthwith uppointed, to 
confider the means and draw up the outlines of a plan of g;eneral 
union and co-operation between the two nations, in their confii^ 
tttti^Hal purftiit ef a thorough parliamentary reform, which was 
unanimoufly agreed to^ 

*^ Mr. Margarot alfo moved, that l#ie Convention fit but once 
a daj, and that the evenings be allotted to Committees. A mem* 
ber from Glafgow propofed an amendment, that the Convention 
ftiould fit in the evening and the Committees in the forenoon/* 

" Lord Daer oWerved that it would be proper to avoid an 
ariftocratical depetidance on Committees, and to delay appoint- 
ing* Committees tiH the mode of appoipting them was agreed 
upon.*' 

*' Refolved, That Committees fhall meet in the forenoon, 
and the Convention at five in the afternoon." 

** Mr. Wright moved that the Committee appointed to meet 
to-morrow flxould he an open Comniitteo,*^ 

^ Mr, 6(Own^ from Sheffield, objected t6 it as tending to 
obftruft the bufinefs of tlie Committee." 

^^ Lord Pi»or propofed that in this parttcuktr cafe, the pad 
pradlice Should be adhered to," 

♦^ Mr. BrQWfi replied, ftnd fevefaj Qthor fpetiken, v4ienit Was 
unanimoufly refolved, ^batit fliould be a (hut C(mniittbe* 

<' Refolvedji That dH tk^ delegates from England be meiftkrs 
of this Coiiiautte^." 

^^ The I>6pMte Sec letary moved, xft^ That it be ena^ed as^ 
a ftaiKling law ^f this and all future Conventions, that no meai^ 
ber of any Cpnvei|tlpn QmII be Q^lod to the cbair irixive once ' 
during the different fittings of any General Convention^ audi 

«adly. 
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^ adly, That no delegate called upon fey pul^c acclaniatiott, 
or (hew of hands, (hall upon any pretence ref;ife to take the 
ehalr.— The meeting being clpfed by prayer, was adjourned 
till to-morrow afternoon at five/' 

Secowd Day's Sitting. 
^< Alexander Callender in the Chai^* 
" Five o'clock in the evening. 
. ^^ This fitting commenced with deHvering tickets to the mem^^ 
bers of the Convention.— •^ The foUowing vifitors were admitted^ 
Capt. John Fiflier from Glafgow, William Smeall frora Peony* 
cuick, John Wilfon from New Town Society, D. Hutchiibn 
from Kinrofs, D. Grieve from Inverkcthing, Dr. Forreft and 
Mieflrs. Tfaonfon and Patterfon from Stirling, R. Ogle^ Mr, 
Drummond and Mr. Ram&y from Dumfries, James M^ain 
from the Operative Society, James M'Larenj William Brown, 
Adam Mduofc/' 

** Mr. William Watfon, from the Dalkeith Society, paid one 
gMiiea to the general fund ; and the Convention being confti* 
tuted by prayer, and the minutes read, and general obfervations 
made, the Secretary read two letters, one from Richard David-* 
fcn. Secretary to the Conftitutional Society at Leeds, apologizing 
for not fending delegates to the Convention ; and another fr*di 
Newton, figned John Milne, offering a fimilar apdiogy." 

« Mr, Jackfon, from Pennycujek, fa the Chair. ' • 

<^Lord Daer gav<? in the report of the Committee wbolat 
this forenoon, on the bufinefs referred t(> them/' 

Mr. William Johnfton, from Selkirk, paid B^r. Skirving one 
gnvnea towards the general expence, in name of that Society." 

" Mr. Scott moved, that the rule in the report, refpeSing. the 
appointment of three miniite taker«, fliould bo firft difcuffed.'* 

« Lord Daer, aft^r explaining What was meant by the tectn 
ttiinute takers, propofed to take up the queftion refpe£Hng the 
. divisions firft.'* 

^ Mr. Binny objcSled to. the prlan of divifions, aS tending to 
loft time infiead of favitig it." 

X4 "Rtfolvcd 
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,. *^ Refolved, by a fliew of hands, to conGder this qo^ftion fuft.'^ 
** Lord Daer explained the neceflity and utility of fuch divir/ 
fions, repelled the objections that might be made againft theplan» 
and (hewed that it entirely fet afide the diiHculty that had beea 
ftarted againft the Committees fitting in the forenoon, as tend- 
ing to thrbw the majority of the Convention idle. He alfo 
flic wed, that this plan would tend both to reprefs the forward 
and to encourage the difSdent, and would contribute much" to 
the improvement and inftruiSion of all the members of the 
Convention, by making the members acquainted with each 
other, and thus giving to many, good ideas which might be 
ftarted in thefe fmall divifions, that through modefty. wouW 
never be brought forward at large meetings/* * 

" Mr. Brown reminded Lord Daer, that one reafon why the 
Committee approved of the divifion plan, was, thstt it pointed 
out the beft means of appointing Committees." 

" Mr. M*Intyre objefted to the plan of divifions, and recom- 
mended rather to adopt the general affembly's method of overr 
tures, as preferable," 

** Citizen Gerrald vindicated the plan of divifions, as tending 
to enable the Convention to make up their mind^ upon the bufit 
nefs to come before them." 

*'* Mr. Buchanan propofed only three divifions, confifting. </ 
larger numbers/' 

" Mr. Margarot vindicated the plan, as .tending t® fliorteii thp 
bufmefs of the Convention, and infifted, that the familiar inter* 
courfe that would take place in thefe divifioi^s, would be the 
.chief ufe of them." 

*' Mr. George Rofs objedled to the divifions^ as tending to 
, give influence to leaders." ; . 

" A member from Paifley faid this could not h^ppeni as. tip 
divifions were to be chofen by lot." 

" Mr. Wright agreed with Mr. Buchanan in appointing roocp 

numerous divifions, sind faid that 25 ought: to be the. nuoiber." 

, ' " Mr. Sincjair (hewed the nece^ty and importance of theplaft 

of organization, and infifted that the divifions were neceflar/9 

* ^nd that the lofs of a day or two ought to be of no rdnixdsni^^ni 

compared with the magnitude of the pbjeft/' 
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•. ^ Mr* Nfargarot promifed, in name of hhnfel^ and his ool« 
leagues from England, that they would grudge no time to exe*^ 
cute with propriety the important bufinefs they were come 
upon.'* 

^ Lord Daer vindicated the divifion plan, as tending to pre-* 
vent that otherwife unavoidable aflumption of power which 
'took place ftt the firft convention, and which unavoidably takes 
place at all public meetings/' 

<^ Mr. Brown from Sheffield rofe to ^remove any remainif|g . 
objedions that might be made againft the plan, and urged that 
the grand point in raifing a godd fuperftru&ure was to lay a good 
foundation, to do which, no time (hould lie grudged; and 
fliewed the great utility of the plan in the nomination of Com-* 
mittees/' . k 

^^ Mr* John Clerk exprefTed his approbation of the plan, but 
fiarted a diifeculty about the mode of executing it.*' 

^* Mr. Skirving faid, that the eafieft and readieft mode was, 
for every delegate to give in two tickets, and when mixed in a 
hat, or the like, to take them out as they lay^^' 

*' Mr. Callender moved the queftion, divide or not, when it 
was carried unanimoufly in the affirmative." 

'< Lord Daer called the attention of the meeting, to the <juef- 
^ tion as to the number in each divifion, whether 15 or 20*'' 
" Depute Secretary propofed 25 as the number/' 
*^ Mr. Scott pled for this meafure— rMr. Brown pled tUat 15 
was a fufficient number.'* 

^^ Refolved by a great majority, that the number of each di« 
vifion (hall be about' 15, and th^ 1 1 o'clock (hall be the hourof 
meeting;" 

^^ Lord Daer propoied as the beft mode of divifiop, that it be 
done by lot. Agreed to unanimoufly." 
* ^*Lord Daer propofed, as the period of renewal, once a 
week. Agre^ to mem, cm," 

^ He then propofed, that the beft mode of dividing bj^ lot, 
would be, to collei^ the tickets immediately, and then mingle 
and draw them promifcuoufly, and fet down the name^ accoKling . 
as the^ (ball be drawn.*— Agr^ to unammoufly." . 

"And 
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" And MeflfS. Callendcr having coUcaed the tickcte, tHey 
were drawn as follows* 



FIRST 0IVISIOK. 



James Dun 
Jamics Garcley 
William Farqubarfon 
•John Stark 
Alexander Aitcbifcm 
Jphn Braid wood 
John Mair 
Thomas Cockburn 



Robert Forrefter 
lO James Mutter 
Robert Chriftie 
John Biichaoan 
George Malcolm 
Robert Muir 
15 James Smith 



SECOND DIVISION. 



John Taylor 
Henry Rait 
James Cunningham 
James Twecdie 
David Gowans 
James Boyd 
George Cotton 
George Milne 



Di Taylor 

10 William Philip 
John Thomfon 
A. Knox 
Walter Hart 
John Cleland 

15 David Bertie 
John Gilchrift, 



THIRD BIVISION, 



Mitchell Yoong 
^omas NoWe 
James Lawfon 
John Gartley 
5 John Wilfon 
James Wilfon 
John Englb 
T, Cockburn 



D. Weir 
so James Fojrar 

James Smith 

Samuel Paterfon 

JohnWiM 

William Bonthron 
15 DkfU Dowot0 

David Lyofi 



FOURTH DIVISION. 



Peter MofFat 
Jofeph More 
William Robertfon 
Thomas Twceddalc 
Lord Daer 



John Jackfon 
J. Graham 
James Bourdon 
Alexander Bremner 
16 Archibald Gray 

Alexander 
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Alexander Callender 


Peter Hqqter 


R. Peacock 


15 John Grindlay 


John Johnfton 


Robert Sands. 


FIFTH 


DIVISION. 


Archibald xM^ftif 


Adam Richmond 


John Baillie 


10 Jobin Soaeall 


Archibald Wright 


James Smcall 


George AndeffQn 


Alexander Plenderleidi 


5 Adam Pf tog^e 


William Fkming 


' Peter Wood 


JohnWardlaw 


David Go wans 


15 WiUiam MCubbia 


George Rofs 


WUHamTod. 


3IXTH 


DIVISION. 


John M<Intyre 


F. Watfon 


Duncan Citovlos 


10 Charles Sinclair 


Charles Dantekia 


John Hcpbum 


WiUiam Haddow 


• Alexander Fortune 


5 James Bell 


James Richmond 


Colin Norrie 


M* C. Brown 


John M*Arthur 


15 John Noble. 


Stephen Gibfon 




SEVENTH DIVISION. 


Alexander BeH 


Jof. Smeall 


Peter Mill 


10 John Henchelwood 


John Gourhy 


William Simpfon 


John Richmond 


Alexander M'Kenfi© 


^ Peter Hardie 


James Purves 


John Laing 


Archibald Binny 


William Rofs 


15 David Browa 


J<^«I>i€l|fe5 




EIGHTH MnsiON, 


George Cleland 


William Urquhart 


William Rmioqus 


George Mesdmaker 


I>9vidBurn 


Maurice Marrgaf ot 


Andrew Nqwtoa 


John Chrk 


SJotUftWiUoii 


iQ Wiil«i»Johafton 



Dav>4 



David Wcjr 
Jofeph Gcrrald 
John Hodge 

NINTH 

James Paterfon 
W. Brodie 
Alexander Cockburn 
George Waddle 
Eben» Sulker 
William Martin 
George Turner 
Raivlolpb Slack '* 
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William Boyd 
15 James Little. 

DIVISIOK. 

Thomas Bell 
10 R. Oitock 
W. Cafper 
John Thynnc 
John Fairley 

Taylor 

15 Peter Leyden 



Arthur M^Ewan 
J. Auchenleek 
J. Thompfon 
Richard Younger 
Archibald Gibfon 
James Thompfon 
James Tod 
James Caldpr 

James Fergufon 
John Kirk 
Andrew Simpfon 
James Wilkie 
; William Eelbeck 
David Lyon 
Thomas Noble 
William MofFat 



TENTH DIVI6I0W. 

William Watfon 
10 William Muir 
David M'Bain 
C. Ritchie 
Charles Gray 
J. Lawfon 
15 Dugald Murray 

ELEVENTH DIVISION. 



William Skirving 
10 James Carmichael 
George Galium 
James M^Kay 
Charles Salter 
John Dun 
1 5 John Niven 
Alexander Reid. 



" While thefe lifts were making out, the Convention argued 
the queftion refpefting the mode of appointing Committees; 
when, after a number of different fpeakers had delivered their fenti' 
ments on the fubjedi, and propofed difFerent plans, 

« ift. Refolved, That the divifions (hall name a leet for the 
Committees of the number, whatever it may be. 

^^ 2d. Tiixt the priority up^n a leet (hall depend upon die num- 
i l ' • ber 



ber of indlvidusd votes, which fliall be marked upon the teet of 

each diviiion. 

. *' ReColved. The ift divifion to meet in the Canongate Lodge* 

«* The 2d divifion to meet in Mr, Philip's fchool. 

•* The 3d in Citizen Rofa's, Liberty •court* • 
. «* The 4th at ^ Gazetteer Office, 

" The 5th at the Gazetteer ftairs. 
. "The 6th at ditto." 

*^ The 7th at Mr. Robertfon's fchool, SymonVfquare* , 

" The Sth.atMr. Mullo's, Liberty-ftair. 

" The 9tb to meet in the Steward's room. 
/* The 10th to meet in this lodge. 

« The I ith at Mr. Campbell's, Warriftoa's-clofe." 

^* Lord Daer propofed, that any new delegates who may at- 
tend the* Convention after this arrangement, fhall be added to the 
difFerent divifions in their order. 

" Mr. Scott announced as a new delegate Citizen Walker, 
deputed, but without a formal commiflion of delegation, from Ci- 
tizens Muir, Palmer, &c. at prefent on board the Royal George. 
^ ** Mr. Margarot moved, that a Committee be. appointed to 
confider of, and draw up a proper plan of union between the two 
nations, according to the refolutions pafled yefterday. 

**Lord Daer moved, that it confift of 13, — Both motions 
were unanimoufly agreed to. ; 

** Citizen Callender and the Prefident were deputed to wait 
upon the Society of Shoemakers, and requeft the ufe of the lodge 
to-morrow night. The tickets being delivered to the dele- 
gates, and the places of meeting for the divifions. i^ad ov£r^ 
a motion was made for a colle£Uon, but as many had now £oae 
away, the collection was poitponed till to-morrow evening, wbeq[ 
it is hoped it will be the more liberal. 

''The Chairman having clofed the bufiiiefs by prayer, thjs, 
Convention adjourned till to-morrow> at five." 



"Edinburgh, 21 November, 1793. . ^-: 

" Mr. Jackfon in the Chair. 

** A motion was prefented and read, figned by Meffrs. Robert*; 

fon and Campbell, that eich'ftranger admitted fliall.pay one fhiU 

* lingi 
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ling) and all members of theiflbciatimi^ who ttt tio(dri«^atf% 

Ihall pay fiypcncc*'* 

' ** Mr. Skirving iofomied die meeting, tint the Rctr. Otiten 
DouglaS) of Dandcc) had Ibnt a pared of bdoke, ^ntitted, 
** Thoughts on ^Modern PriiticB/* which h« authorised him' to 
fell, and devote the one half of the money to the Convention 
funds; whereupon the depute fecfetary moved, that the thanks 
of the Convention be returned to Mr. Douglas for this inftance 
of gencrofity.** 

" The following vifitors were admitted : Mr. Reid, Mr,^ Pe^- 
fon, Potterrow ; M¥^I)avid M'ltnight, Charles M'Laran, and 
George Brown, Potterrow 5 John Thomfon, Andrew Cock- 
burn, Mr. Smith, from Pennycuik j Mr. Thomfon^ from Stir- 
ring ; Mr. Petfie, Mr. Lowrie, Newtown Society.** 

« The minutes' being read, and prayers faid, Mr. Margaro| 
was unanimoufly called to the chair.'* 

" The reports of the divifions being given in, while the fecre- 
tary was marking the votes, the depute fecretary informed the 
Convention, that he had laft night received fifteen ibiUings ftpm 
fix of the vifitors who had been prefent, and which was paid to 
Mr. Skirving, with three fhiliings received from vifitors." 

, <^ He alio moved, that a general talle£lion (bould be made, 
which being agreed to, and Meffrs. Callender and Scott appointed 
colleftdrs, there was drawn inftantly - "* jC' + 5 ^ 

Of which there were two bad (hillings « - o 2 

Balansfe - j£'4 3 ^ 
^* Mr. Binny wasr appointed to read the reports of th« dif- 
ftflpcflt^fvifions, as flated in the fecretary's crofs lifts 5 and a Idct 
Jbeing taken from tHcfe who had the majority of numbers, tbey 
were unanimoufly elefted by the Convention, except Mr* Bu- 
dhtmarr, who declined the election, as a Committee for the purr 
pofe of forming a utfion, Vi£. Me/Trs. Margarot, Gerrald, Brown, 
Sinclair, Daer, Callender, John Clark, Sands, Mealpiaker, John 
Gartley, A. StfOtt, Aart,.and ffaftie.*^ 

** Mr. Callcndef fuggefled, that it Would be proper to enter 
into a (fifcuffion of the rature of the propofed union.*^ 

«Mr. 
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^^ Mr* Browa* moved, the Contremion do refolve icMf Into t 
Committee to afFord greater freedom of fpeech.** 

^' Mr. Buchanan objected to this propofal, on the fljppofition 
that it tended to take perfons by furprifc.'* . » 

** Mr, Gcrrald ftated, that to honeft men nothing is fo valuable 
^ truths and that nothing can poflibly tend To much to'the diA* 
clofure of truth, as difcuilion and deliberation ; that it was alfo 
Very important that the Committee Ihojld knoiv as -much as 
poffible of the public mind, in order that they might std in unifon 
With it." • • 

" The Convention then refolyed itfelf into a Committee upon 
Ac motion of Mr. Brown ; and many valuable hints were thrown 
out by Citizens Brown, Haftie, Mealmaker, Scott, Callender, 
Urquhart, Buchanan, Campbell, and Gourlay. Gerrald obferved^. 
Aat whatever difference of opinion might exift in thefe walls, 
we can never forget that our friends and our enemies are \n 
Common, and that our obje£l is equally the fame< He took i 
review of the means we are to ufe in order to fecur& oar objeft; 
He entered fully into the fubjeft of univerfal fuffrage and annual 
parliaments. He fully proved the rights of the people to thefe 
benefits by their ancient conftitution. He minutely invefiigated 
•the principles of government. He afferted, that the end of aft 
governments is the good of the governed ; that if money be 
taken out of his pocket againft his confent, it is of little confe- 
quence whether it be taken by the robber on the heath, or the 
monarch on the throne. He niade many remarks on the revo- 
lution fettlement, and the benefits gaiued by the lafl: revolution, 
and demonftrated clearly, that they are now totally taken away. 
He warned the Convention againft the choice of any 'other 
than known and plain men like theiiifelves — men uncontaminated 
by the peftilential air of courts." 

** Mr. Jackfon from Pennycuik paid Mr, Skirving a guinea 
towards Ae common fund, in name of th^ Society.** 

** Mr. Skirying moved, that the Convention be i'efuffled, arid 
that feme bufuiefs be chalked out for the Committee. Seconckd 
by Mr. Brown.'* 

^^ Mr. Sinclair^ ir> abfencc of Lord Daer, gave in the conti- 
nuation of the Committees report rerpe£lin'g the election of Pre- 
7 ' fidents 
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iidcnts— of thcee affiftants, one to go out daily ; and rclpcflirig the 

council of the table." 

*< The colle<SHon at the door amounted to - jf o i^ 3 
*^More .-'--•.----oib 

103 

which was delivered to the Treafurer by Mr. Reid." 

•' Mr., Sinclair propofed that the whole reports of the Com- 
inittee (hould be delayed till the report was tomplcted," 
• ^ Mr. Clark and Mr. Sands propofed an immediate dif- 
cuflion.", 

" Mr. Brown obviated Mr. Sands' fear of delay /^ 

*' Mr. Sinclair urged as a reafon far delay, that Lord Daer wasi 
einployed in completing the report of the Committee." 

'* Mr. Brown propofed that the firft rule be immediately 
adopted, which was at laft agreed to ; and the refolutions being 
Severally put, it was refolved unanimouily that all the three refo^ 
lutions be agreed to." 

^^ Mr. Callender moved to fix the hour and place for the 
Committees to meet." 

" Refolved, the Committee on the regulations meet here at 
tl to-morrow." 

. " The general meeting at 3 o'clock, and the other Committee 
at 8, at the Black Bull." 

*' The names of tbe members of the difFerent divifions or 
clafles were then read over, with their places of meeting ; after 
which the Prefident concluded the bufmefs with a fuitable prayer, 
knd the meeting adjourned till to-morrow at three o'clock." 

Edinburgh, Nov. 22, 1793. 

Fourth Day's Sitting. 
^* Mr. Margarot in the Chair. 
*• The reports being called for, and read, Citizens John Clark 
and Archibald Haftie, of Paifley, were found to have the two 
bighcft numbers, Mr. Clark having 26 votes, and Mr. Haftie 241 
but Mr. Clark being abfent, it was unanimoufly agrcedthat Mr, 
Haftie (hould be called to the chair." 

« The minutes being read, and Mr. Margarot having laid 
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* « Mr. tfaflie tdok die chair.*' 

** The leets for affiftants to the Secretary were dien read from 
the (USerent reports, and the following gentlemen were found 
to have the majority of votes, viz* Charles Sinclair, William 
Rofs, and George Rofs." 

"Mr. William Rofs having pled an apology, which was 
fuftained, Mr. John Wilfon was found to have the next highcft 
number, whereupon Meflrs. Sinclair, Wilfon, and Geo. Rofs, 
being propofed as affiftants, were unanimoufly elefted by die 
Convention, and took their feats at the table accorcUngly,** 

" Citizen Sinclair then delivered the report of the committed, 
contsuning the following refolutions, which being read from the 
chair, feparately, and the queftion put upon each of them. Were 
unanimoufly agreed to, viz. , * 

" ift. That no perfon be elefted to the chair twice in one week." 

" 2dly, That ftrangers, who wifh to be admitted as vifitors, fliall 
feiid in their names to the council at the table, previous to their 
admiffion." 

• ** 3dly, That they fliall all fit upon one feat ; and, 

" 4thly, That they fliall not mingle with the members of die 
Convention, under the pain of exclufion.*' 

** Mr. Sinclair, in name of thfi committee, a(ked leave for tlTc 
committee to fit again, which was granted, and to-morrow, at ten, 
^5ipfk)inted/' 

^ Cidzen Gordon Murray, the door-keeper, received orders 
to put the laws refpecSing vifitors in execution*" ; 

" Mr. Andrew Newton's motion, given in laft night, was then 
rcLvl by the depute fecretary, ftating a variety of reafons, urging 
•the propriety of the Convention appointing a day of general 
faftihg and humiliation for our fins, and. for praying to the 
Almighty for fuccefs to our caufe. This motion was feconded, 
and ftrongly fup'ported by Mr. Mealmaker, as well' as by Meflrs. 
Callender, John Clark, and others, but was obje<Sted to by 
Meflrs. Taylor, Sands, Margarot, Paterfon, and Aitchifon, as 
tending to bfend religion with politics, to divide the frienrfs of 
reform, a|id to render the Convention ridiculous, by enac?ting 
'^'^hat they neither had right to enaft, nor power to enforce." --' 
' - " Y "Citizen 
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^ Citizen Gerrald dien propofed to rdtoftutiend t^ pfopriety 
rmnd neceffity of applying for divine aid, but not to enjoin any 
thing on the rubjed.--^Mr. Skirving moved aii amendment to 
,diat purpoTe, which was feconded by Mr- John Wilfon- — Citizen 
Gerrald then moved the amendment in the following termSi 
which being read from the chaur) ind the queftion put, was 
imanimoufly agreed to by a very great majority, viz. 

^ That this Convention do earneftly recommend, both to 

,'*. the Members «f this Convention, and to the Friends of 

*^ Freedom and Reform through Great Britain and Ireland, to 

,*^ invoke the bleffing of Almighty God, who is the common 

^ Father of all men, on the caufe in which we are engaged." 

♦* The original motion of courfe>was laid afide." 

<^ Citizen Skirving then moved, that the addrefs to the public 
IhouM be drawn up by the committee upon the union, which was 
unanimoufly ^reed to.— A motion to fupport the Gazetteer, 
iigned by fix members, was read, and ordered to lye over till to- 
morrow." 

" A moticMi was prefented by the Secretary and Depute Secre- 
tary, that a Committee of Finance fliould be appointed." 

** Citizen Scott moved, that before any delegate from the 
country {hall leave his poft, he (hall write to his conftituents to 
fend another up in his room.— Agreed to, nem, con." 

^ The Secretary moved, that delegates from the country, who 
may run fliort of money, by the prolongation of the bufinefs 6f 
the Convention, ihall be fupplied by the Treafurer. — ^The 
Council of the Tabk were appointed on this bufinefs : — ^Meffrs. 
Cullender and Fortune being appointed coUeSors, il. los. was 
drawn. The Chairman having clofed the meeting by prayer, Ac 
Convention was adjourned till to-morrow at twelve, nooa." 



'^CONVENTION-HALL, NOV. 23, I793. 

w Fifth Day's Sitting. 
"Citizen Haftie in the Chair." 
^Reports fhim every Se<9:ion, except No. ii." 
^ Committee of Finance appointed, John Buchanan, James 
Gartley, Alex. Fortune, Alex. Scott,— Ckland, from Newmills/* 

« Citizen 
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. ** Citizen Gcrrald appointed Chairman for diis day^s fitting.— 
Citizen Binny, affiftant; of courfe Citizen Wilfon goes. out ^ 
tvhen Citizen G. Rofs read the minutes of laft fitting. — The 
Prefident ftated, that this morning he had received a letter from 
;a friend in Norwich, who defired him to inform the Convention, 
that they remained fteady in the caufe, and had nominated Citizen 
Margarot their delegate, and that they would contribute their 
fliare of the expences attending the Convention. — ^Mr. Margarot 
accordingly accepted of the office, who congratulated the Con- 
vention upon the acceffion of fuch a great number of friends.-?- 
Upon it being ftated, that Citizen Gerrald had bufinefs, public 
and private, to trania£k immediately, and requefted that he (bould 
leave the chair.— Agreed to." 

" And Citizen Urquhart was elected to the chair, — A motion 
was then read, that a vote of Convention j(hould prove the unity 
of the delegates from the Sooth and North." . 

" Citizens Muir, from Kilmarnock, Margarot, from Norwich, 
and feveral others, fupported the motion, which was unanimoufly 
agreed to. — Citizen Scott propofed, that all the members ftiould 
rife up, and join hands, as a proof of the union betwixt Jp^nglatid 
and Scotland, wliich are now joined as Britain. — Agreed." 

'^ It was moved, that thenceforth the Convention fhould be 
filled, « The Britifli Convention of the Delegates of the People, 
^ affociated to obtain Univerfal Suffrage and Aimual Parliar 
/' ments." — Agreed to unanimoufly." 

« A motion vi^as made for the Convention allowing the Mem^ 
bers of the United Society of Iriflimen to fpeak and vote here. — 
Referred to the feftions." 

^' A committee was appointed to confider the motion refpeft. 
ing the Gazetteer*" 

« Citizen Margarot, Brown, Binny, Skirving, James Gartley, 
John Hepburn, — — Mealmaker, appointed to meet in Citizen 
Rofs's Liberty Court at eight o'clock this evening." 

« Citizens Muir, Haftie, Taylor, and Cuningham, requefted 
leave of abfence, whidh was granted, upon condition diat they 
wot^d do dieir utmoft to fend delegates in their places." 

Y a ^ Letter 
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' " Letter read from Mr. Colin Norrie Montrole, announcing 
his departure, and requefting minutes of the Convention to be 
fent to him.— ^Anf^^ered, that he would receive them ih the 
Gazetteer.*' 

*' Motion by Mr. James Gartley, refpefting dividing the 
Country into departments, and appointing provincial Conventions, 
whereby they may become more acquainted with each othens 
fentiments.— Referred to the Committee of Union." 

" Mr. Skirving moved Mr. Birmy, in place of Mr. Miiir, 
on the Committee of Regulations. — Agreed." 

" Mr. Urquhart on ditto, in place of Mr. Sands, and Mr. 
Wright, in place of Mr. Ifaftie, on the Committee of Union." 

" Refolved, That all committees fhall have it in their power to 
invite the affiftance of fuch members of the Convention as 
they think may be beneficial to the bufinefs entrufted to their 
charge." 
' " Converfation on the feftlons." 

** Refolved to continue till Monday as at prefent." 

** Motion by Citizen Gordon Murray, containing thanks to 
the movers of the divifion into clafles, mentioning the advantages 

already obtained from it, and requefting a frefh fliuffle. ^ 

Referred to the Committee of Regulations." 

*' Agreed, that the Members of Societies, in Edinburgh, join 
Ae Seaions." 

^ Citizen Murray gave in a report refpefting the ufe of the 
Xodge.*' 

« The Prefidcnt warned the Seftions to meet as fully as 
poffible on Monday." 
- "-Aidjourned till five on Monday." 



* EDINBURGH^ 25th NOVEMBER, I793- 

*' Sixth Day's Sitting. 
■ '" Mr. Urquhart in the Chair." 

^' The tickets were ordered to be gathered from all prcfentj 
and die door-keeper to collcift them from thofe who conjpin 
afterwards." 

.. ^ . ^ The' 
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••f^ The following hew Commiffions were read, VIZ. v 
"From " In favour of 

« Dunfermline, « Mr. Peter Reed. 

« LinlitKgow," " * « Mr. George Brokley." 

** The reports of the re<9:ions being called for, were given in,^ 
and read, vdien Citizen M. C, Brown was found to have a 
decided majority for beifig eledled Prefident.'* 
; ** Mr. Urquhart having conftituted the meeting by prayer,'* 
- " Citizen M. C. Brown was unanimoufly eleSed Prefidentj 
and took the chair accordingly." 

" The reports of the fe6tions being again read refpeding the 
choice of an ailiftant, Citizen Your>g was found to have the 
greateft number of votes, but, being abfent, Citizen Samuel^ 
Paterfon was found next higheft, and was eled^ed accordingly." 

." Citizen A. Callender moved, that in cafe the Minifter bring 
into the Commons Houfe a motion for a Convention Bill,, it 
iKall be noticed immediately to the delegates." 

*^A motion was given in for printing all papers refpefting the 
pbjefts of the Convention, in the Gazetteer office." 

*'' A motion by James Gartley. and William Rofs, for not re- 
ceiving any motidn that may tend to a religious difcuffion, wa» 
Brought under confideration ; which, after fome difcuiEon, was 
-ivith other motions of the iame nature, laid afide, and the Con* 
vention paiTed to die order of the day." 

*' Citizen Sinclair's motion relative to admitting the members 
of the United Sdciety of Iriflimeri to fpeak and vote in this 
Convention, came forward for difcuffion, when Citizen Sinclair, 
Callender, Gerrald, John Gartley, Buchanan, and others, fpoke 
upon it, and agreed to, and guaranteed by a folemn joining or 
hands. — ^It being followed^by a motion for tranfmitting the above 
refolution to Citizen Archibald Hamilton Rowan, which pafled 
accordingly." 

" Secretary Skirying ftated, that he had juft now recei^fed, 
from an unknown hand, five (hillings, for the ufe of the Con-- 
vention," ^ , 

.' ^^^Hdpourable mention in the niinutes was ordered to be^ madp 
ip| thfe patriotic donatipn.'' . ; ,.., ^ . , ,, .. ^ 

^ . ., Y 3 ' "A motion 
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^ A motion prefented and read, figned by Citizens MO^ubbm 
and Bremner, refpefUng a periodical publication to be printed by 
the Editor of the Gazetteer." 

* "Amotion made by Mr. Sinclair refpefting the appointment 
of an interim Committee at the end of every Convention, to 

call together the Delegates on extraordinary emergencies. 

Thefe motions were ordered to lie over." 

" The Depute Secretary having moved a colle&ion, Mcff 
Sinclair and Bell were appointed Colledors, when 2l. 3s. lofd. 
was drawn, and given to Mr. Reid." 

^ The Se£bons were, 

«No. I." 
•* Archibald Binny, Robert Peacock, John Thynne, Alexander 
Bell, Robert Taylor, Ch. Ritchie, M. C. Brown, Archibald 
Wright, George Milne, William Philip, William M'Cub- 
bin, Eben. Stalker, William Eelbeck, William Bonthron, 
John Johnfton, John Gourlay, Arthur M'Ewan." 

" To meet in Canongatc Lodge, Flefhmarket Clofe.*' 

^ No. 1.'' 
^ Alexander Plenderleith, John Inglis, John Dun, Jofeph Ger- 
rald, J<An Gilchrift, James Foyar, James Gartley, David 
Weir, Andrew Newton, William Rofe, Alexander Aitchi^ 
fon, George Rofs, David Gowans, David Bertie, James 
M^Kay, Robert Rait." 

<* To meet in Liberty Stairs." 

« 3d Divifion." 
** William Haddow, George Mealmaker, John Wardlaw, James 
Wilfon, Gordon Murray, James Bell, Alexander Bremner, 
John Laing, George Bfocklcy, M*aurice Margarot, Robert 
Chriftie, James Lawfon, Alexander Fortune, James Somer- 
vailJ, David Downie, Jo. Litfter." 

« Mullo's, Liberty Stairs." 

«*4thDivifion." 
^Richard Younger, John Wild, John Grindlay, John Auchin- 
*eck, Mitchell Young, David Taylor, Walter Hart, James 

Smith, 
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. Smith) James Thomfon, Alexander M*Kenxie, George CpU 
ton, Charles Siiiclair, Thomas MiHer, Peter Wood, Alcxr 
ander Calkndcr, William Robertfon, Samuel Paterfon." 
« In Citizen RofsV 

« 5th Divifion." 
"Alexander Reid, Peter Moffat, John Henflielwood, William 
Broddie, John Cleland, John Stark, John. Claris, Willian^ 
Romanus, Peter Reid, James Tweedie, James Smith, John 
Hodge, Robert Muir, David Burn, William Campbell, WiU 
Jiam Fleming." 

" Mullo's, Liberty Stairs." 

«6thDivifion." 
^ John Gartley, James Little, Thomas Cockburn, John Bucha- 
nan, David Brown, John Wilfon, John Wilfon Wright^ 
James Carmicfaael, David Lyon, Thomas Noble, Alexander 
Scott, Alexander Knox, James Calder, William Urquhart, 
William Moffat, John Hepburn/' 

* The Convqntion being divided into Seftions, Mr. Gartley 
moved that the motions ihould be laid before the Se£iions,^ and 
defired the Council of the Table to condefcend on thofe that 
were to be firft difcuffed." 

^ After arguing for fomc time upon this fubjeil, it was refolved 
limply to read the motions in the order in which they are to be 
diicuiled. This being done, thebulinefs was clofed by prayer j 
^fter which the Convention adjourned till to-morrow at five." 



^ EDINBURGH, 26th NOVEAIBER,. I793. 

" Seventh Day's Sitting. 

*' Citizen Matthew Campbell Brown in the Chair," 
" Reports from Secftions No. I, 2, 3, Sy and 6, were re- 
ceived and read, whereby it appeared that a majority of fuffrages 
in the Sections were in favour of Mr. Sinclair. Citizen Sinclair, 
however, pled, that the Seftion to which he belonged had 

Y 4 giveA 
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given their voices for Mr. Clark, but that the Secretary vr» 
abfent. It was refolved, however, that no verbal Report could 
be received from any Sedion ; whereupon Citizen Browne hav- 
ing conftftitted Ae Meeting by prayer, Citizen Sinclair took 
the Chair." 

" The reports of the Se6^ions being igain confulted. Citizen 
Wardlaw was found duly recommended as afliftant, and was ac- 
cordingly elefted." 

^ The minutes being read, Mr. Binny gave in the report of 
die Committee refpefting the fupporting of tKe Gazetteer." 

" Mr. Scot not being prefent, the Convention ordered the 
Committee to furnifh Mr. Scot with queftions propofed to be put 
to him by the Committee, and to anfwcr the fame, and to re- 
port." 

* ** The following Gentlemen were admitted vifitors: Citizen^ 
John Bernard, Andrew Ridgelay, William Mitchell, Robert 
Brockley, William Angus, Andrew Tweeddale, James Mi^r- 
head, Alexander Lamond, Adam Melrofe, James Taylor, John 
Hay, John Jonnet, Thomas Wyld, Robert Still, Walter Ait- 
ken, George King, John Thorburn, James Cuningham, C. 
Scott, Mr. Mitchell, Citizen Hamilton Dun, John Wilfbn, 
Robert Ogle, George Callum, Citizen Jardine, George Frier^ 
James Thorburn, William Thomfon, James Forbes, Charles 
Mather, Mr. Steel, James Wai, George M^Intolh, John Ro* 
binfon, John Kay, John Denholm, John Eelbeck, Alexander 
Simpfon, and David Clark." 

' " After a long difcuffion upon Mr. Callender's motion, Aey 
referred the fame fer further confideration till to-morrow." 

" The coUediion for to-night amounted to il, 9s." 

" Meff. BTemner and ■ ' ^s motion to employ the Editor 
of the Gazetteer for all papers relative to the Convention was 
tlien difcuffed at confiderable length, when a conciliatory motioa 
was made; but at laft the origin^ motion was referred to the 
Committee pf Finance," 

** Motion re^4> figned by Meff. Campbell and James Smidi, 
that it be ordered that the Convention (hall caufe a regular fet of 
il09k3 to be kept for the infertign of Minutes, Motions, and 

oAer 
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<itJier Proceedings, a book of Finance, &c. to be at all times 
fiibje<ft to the infpedion of an intermediate Committee." 

« Moved by Jo, Stark, and feconded by James Carmichael, that 
Ae Bill of Rights be ordered to be printed immediately.'^ 
■ <* Another motion was made by Citizen Alexander M*Kenzie, 
feconded by Cititzen Walter Hartj that it be recommended to the 
different Societies throughout the country to copy the Bill of 
Rights into their minute books, as a bafis for their proceedino-s, 
and as a memento to every good Citizen, that they are doing 
what the Conftitution avows and admits, in order to prevent im- 
proper conftrudions from being put on their conduft as friends 
to Reform." x . 

*' All thefe motions were ordered to lie over to be confidered 
by the Seflions." 

* • ^* The Depute Secretary moved, that in future bufmefs fhouid 
begin, and the Prefident take the Chair, precife]y at five tninutes 
paft five, in order to fave time; which was unanimoufly 
agreed to."' 

" " Mr. Gourlay was unariimoufly elefted Tra'nfcriber of 
Motions." 

* • " The Chairman having faid prayers, the Convention ^- 
journed." ^hbmimm^ 

^*edinburgh, november 27, i793, 
" Eighth Day's Sitting. 
' « Mr. Sinclair in the Chair." 

. *^ The reports being given in from all the Seftions, Citizen 
John Clark was found to have the majority, but he being ab- 
fent, and C. John Gartley being alfo abfent. Citizen Mealmaker 
ivas recommended, and the qufeftion being put, was unanimoufly 
elected. The following vifitors were admitted, Meflrs. Lyon, 
^r. Thomfon, James Thomfoh, George Walker, John Davies, 
from London." 

" The Chairman having conftituted the meeting by prayer," 
" Mr. Mealmaker took the chair. The reports of the Se6tions, 
as to the nomination of an afliftant being read, Mr. Young was 
found to haVe the majority, but being abfent, ^Mr. James Wilfon 
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, ^ The minutes being rea4» a motion was preiented by Mr^ 
Walter Hart. Seconded by Citizea Calder, diat no notef be 
allowed to be taken -, bu t - 

^ The Secretary moved^ tbtt it flioiild be immediately taken into 
confideration. After arguing the matter, upon a£bew of bands 
the votes were found equal, fixteen being for immediate difcuC- 
fion, and fixteen for a delay. Whereupon the Preftdeut gave the 
cafting voice for delaying the motion, for the confideration of the 
Scifl^ons. Mr. Ellis, from Dundee, vras allowed to ^j^eak on the; 
bufmefs,'* 

*^ Mr. Callender's motion being then taken un4er conilderatipo, 
amendments were propofed by Citizens Downie, Sincl;iur,and 
John Gartley." . 

" Mr. Margarot pled for adopting the fpirit of Mr. CaHen- 
der's motion, but thought it would be more advantageous to 
poftpone adopting it till die conclufion of the Convention's 
bufinefs." 

^ Moved by Mr. Margarot, that a Committee, confifting of Ae 
Mover, Seconder, and thofe who have moved for amendments of 
Mr. Callender's motion, be appointed to draw up a motion 
from the whote, that may probably meet the ideas of the whole 
Convention.'* 

*' After fome conver(ation it was agreed upcMi the motion of Mr. 
Calder, that the vote of the houfe be put firft on the fpirit of Mr, 
Callender's motion; Secondly, on the words of the motion ; 
and thirdly, on Mr. Margarot's motion. Agreed." 

*' The fenfe of the Houfe being taken of the firft, it carried 
unanimoufly to adopt the motion as to its fpirit. On the fecond, 
it carried by a very great majority not to adopt the motion as fo 
worded. And thirdly, it was refolved, that faid mojtion and all 
iiinendments be referred as above." 

'' The report of the Committee for fuppordng die Gazetteer 
was then made, bearing that having received an unfatisfaftor^ 
anfwer from Mr. Scot to the queftions put to him by the Con- 
vention, laft night, fuggeft the propriety of the Houfe refolving 
itfelf into a Committee for the purpofe of inveftigating the affair, 
and fo^ coming to a final determinaUon thereon." 

't^TTie 
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^^ The Convention after fome confideration^ found that all the 
afSftance which was competent to them was, to recommend from 
the Chair to each Delegate prefent, to endeavour to prevail with 
their feveral Societies to colle<a what money they can for the 
pecuniary affiftance required^ and the iame was done accord- 
ingly." 

** The collection for defraying expences was next called foi^^ 
and the fum of il. 8s, of. coUefied." 

" Citizen Jo, Gartley informed the Convention, that he was 
under the neceifity to leave the •Convention and return home. 
XfCave was granted upon the nfual recommendation, and upon a 
motion Dr, Taylor was nominated to fill his place in the Com- 
mittee of , and unanimoufly elected." 

^' I'he following amotions were prefented and read, and ordered 
to lie over.*' 

** Firfl, From Mr. Margarot, and feconded by Mr. Gerrald, 
riiat a Committee of live be appointed for the purpofe of drawing 
up weekly an abftra(^ of the minutes of the Convention, in or-r 
der that the fame may be printed, and a copy fci^ to every 
country Society/' 

^ Second, From Mr. Archibald Wright, feconded by Mr, 
John Johnflon. That as ignorance is the great fupport of op- 
preifion, and knowledge its deflru(3ion, moved that this Con- 
vention take fbmc method of enlightening the Highlands of 
Scotland." 

" Citizen Taylor was unanimoufly eledied a Member of the. 
Committee of Finance, inftead of Citizen Cleland, who is gone 
toNewmills." ,„— , 

« convention hall, nov. 28, i793. 

" Ninth Day's Sitting. 

« Citizen Mealmaker in the Chair.'* 

^ After the report of the Seftions, it was found that Citizen 
John Clark had ten voices. Citizen Romanus nin^ voices, and 
Citizens James Gartley and Taylor had each eight voices for the 
Chair. Clark and Romanus being abfent, it was thought pro- 
ber to proceed with the de(^io|i of the afliftant, after which 

Citizen 
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Cfcxcn Tayiar was called to die Chair, anrf Citizen John Start: 
from Gkfgow, was eFe6ied Affiftant, and the following vifi- 
tors were admitted : Mungo Barrowman, James Jackfon, Tho- 
mas Smith, Andrew Bain, Thomas Johnfton, Alexander Laid- 
lawy John Morton, Hemy Vickars, Robert Gilchrift, Andrew 
Cockburn, John Bartlet, John Barnet, James Muirhead, ■' 
Wyld, John Sanderfon,- John Lamb, John Findlay, John Eel- 
becky John Bogie, Thomas Johnfton, JcAn Wright, James?- 
Fifher, John MKjregor, John Ingram, Alexander Galloway, 
r— — Korburn, Muther, ^ Lowric, — SteeL" 

** A. Scott gave in the report of Ten refpefting the Secretary'^ 
accounts. The fame were ordered to be ingroffed. The Cctoi- 
mittee of Finance begged they might be allowed to fit again, 
which was agreed to. They were ordered to meet on Saturday 
at ten o'clock, and the Edinburgh Committee of Fi«ance ap-' 
pointed to attend them/' 

"- A motion prefented b^ G. Rofs for the Committee of Union, 
to give in their report, was read, and it was anfwered, that they 
would do fo when the bufinefe was fimfhed/* 

"A letter from the Societies in Paifley was read, where they 
exprefled their approbation of the aA$ of the Convention, and 
begged that Citizen Skirving fhould aft for them as their Dele-i 
gate, which was granted accordingly." 

" Citizen Sinclair read the amendment upon Citizen Callen- 
der's motion, as agreed upon by the Committee, and it was 

agreed upon the motion of Citizen , that the Hotife 

fhould refolve itfelf into a Committee for its mature confidera- 
tion. In the courfe of the converdition. Citizen Brown gave 
a hiftory of the Habeas Corpus aft. After an excellent difcuffion 
of the queftion, pertinent remarks and amendments, the Con- 
vention was refumed, and the whole as amen4ed being read over, 
the members flood Upon their feet and folenuily and unanimoufly 
paffed the refolutions as follows/' ' 

[Here a page is left blank in the original minutes J] 
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( 3^1 ) 

* • Citizen Gerrald in ah' energetic and animatedl addrefe exprefled 
bis happinefs at the motion paffed, and expofed the aS of the 
Iriih Pailiament, called a Convention Bill, ^nd Citizen Browji 
followed him in a manly fpeech, and proved the influence of die 
Executive Goveniment over the Parliament.'* 

** Citizen Margarot read and propofed the following motion, 
viz. That a Secret Committee of three, and the Secretary, be 
appointed to determine the place where filch Convention of 
Eijiergency (hall meet. That fUch place (hall remain afecrdt 
with them and with the Secretary of this Convention, and tliat 
each delegate (hall at the breaking up of the prefent feffion be 
entrufted with a fealcd letter containing the name of the place of 
meeting. This letter (hall be delivered, unopened, to his Con- 
ftituents, the receipt of which feall be aclcnowledged by a letter 
to the fecretary, preferved in the fame ftate until the period (hafl 
arrive at which it fliall be 'deemed necefiarj' for the delegate ta 
fet off. This motion was feconded by Citizen Moffat'* 
» " And the fame was paffed unanimoufly." 

^ The following Citizens were nominated a S^ret CDmrnittce 
an this bufmefs, viz, Margarot, Jo. Clark, with the Secretary 
and Brown, and they were requefted db devife the befl: poffiblc 
means of conveying this intimation to thofe Societies wKofe 
views are the fame with ours, but may not have delegates at this 
Convention.'* 

** A coUedtion was made, and one pound feven fhillings drawiv** 
** Mn Btnny complained that he had received a letter figneJ by 
Robert Gilchrift, William Tod, James M*Leay, and Henry 
Vickars. After reading the letter, and arguing upon the (ub'jcck^ 
' it was refolved, that the letter ftiould be burnt, and the door- 
keeper ordered not to admit thefe vifitors to any future meeting/* 
^ The following motions were read, and ordered to lie over 
for the confideration of the Convention by Citizen Ellis, fe- 
conded by Citizen James Wilfon, that a fund be raifed by fub- 
fcription for defraying the expence of fmall patriotic publications 
to be diftributed in the Highlands." 

^ Every publication fliall bear the figure of a Highlandman in 
fall drefs, with target and broad fword, to attrad the attention of 
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fitghlandmen. Ko publication to coil; more * than. h^iU a 
penny." 

^^ Second, By Citizen Calder and Gourlay, that a committee 
be appointed to draw up a declaration of the natural, un^ienable^ 
and unprefcriptable Rights of Man, and that the iame be pre- 
fixed to the addrefs to the people of Britain." 

" Third, By Citizens Gourlay and Calder, that this Con-r 
venjtion do order the bill called the Convention A£t> paiTed in 
Ireland lafl: feffion, to be publilhed." 

" Fourth, Citizens Hepburn and Binny, that when any com- 
mittee is nominated, the Convention fhalX fijc the day when they 
ought to give in their report.'* 

^' Fifth, By Citizen Jo. Clark and M. C. Brown^ that a 
committee of obfervation be appointed in London to give the 
earlieft intimation of any motion of the kind mentioned in the 
foregoing refolutions to the different focieties." 



« CONVENTION HALL, firft year of the Britifli Conven- 
tion, 29th of November, Anno Domini, 1793." 

" Tehth Day's Sitting. 

" Citizen Taylor in the chair, the reports of the focieties being 
given in. Citizen James Wilfon was chofen prefident, and 
Citizens Moffat and John Clark were elected CounfeUors at the 
Table/' 

" The following vilitors were admitted, John Colvill, James 
Leighton, Robert Wilfon, Robert Hardie, George Lawfoii, 
Daniel Campbell, James Smith, James Muirhead, John Muir*- 
head, Dnmimond and Wallace, two ftudents, George Frier, 
William Auchinlech, Davies, William M'Gill, Robert Ruthver> 
Robert Campbell, Solomon Wilfon, Robert Stilly Rob^ Bumet, 
David Hay, William Scott, James Archer, David Miller, 
John Merryjies, Thorburn, Mather, Cockfon,^ Jaidine, John 
Lamb, Jamas Laidlaw, James Gray, Steel, Kennedy, Gailetiy, 
Dickfon, Gray, Mitchell, John Keflbn, Jolm Fergufon^ Rob. 
Hay, Robert Martin, John Noble, Palmer, Cafter» Forrefter,. 
David Clerk, Ogle, Dcnoon, Watt, Frafer*" 

5 " The 
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e « The Secretary read a motion prefented by M; Margarol aid 
. Jofeph Gerrald, fo( weekly pablicsition of the minutes, which, 
•after fome difcuflioii widi an amendment^ propoTed by Citizen 
Brown, pafled unanimoufly, and Citizens Moffat, Campbell, 
and Wnu Rofs, appointed the committee for drawing up the 
minutes,'* 

"Citizen Margjtfot gave in the Report of die Committee of 
Regulations, u4iich were ordered to be printed, and copies 
given into the Se6Hons on Monday for their confideration. Left 
it to the Committee of Publication to employ what printer tliey 
judge proper for printing the matters entrufted with them." 

* The Secretary read John Clark's motion for a Committee 
of Obfervation to be s^pointed in London, Citizen Margarot 
ftated that there was no occafion for a Committee of that nature 
in London, as there were feveral thoufand people in that city 
upon the look out. It was accordingly agreed, that the Con- 
tention (hould requeft the London Committee of Corrcfpon- 
dence to give the earlieft intelligence of what paffes in Par- 
liament." 

" Archibald Wright's motion for enlightening the Highlands, 
as well as John Gartly, Bremners, Kings, and Ellis's, and 
:Arphibald Wright proceeded to fupport his motion which he 
cbid by enumerating many of the grievances which our fjUo»r 
Citizens in die Highlands labour under, with feveral other ex- 
cellent remarks of his own. He was feconded by M. C. Brown, 
who ftated one manner of enlifting foldiers in the Highlands 
whidi is too cruel not to be execrated, and too remarkable to 
pak unnoticed, that when a man is what they term refraSory, 
they take off his ftioes and ftockings, and hold his feet before the 
.fire until excruciating torments make him agree to their nefarious 
nieafure." 

* A colledtion was made, and one pound fixteen ihillings and 
ten^pence halfpenny drawn." , 

^ A letter from a friend, &c. which had been tranfmitted to A.' 
Scott of the Gazetteer, was read, containing patriotic fentiments 
and two guineas. A«d Citizen Taylor prefented a guinea from 
smother Citizen, whofe name he was not at liberty to mention. 

It 
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7t \ta9 ftated by the Secretary that a Citizen from Lori Aro W 
prefent who was to give five pound five fhiltings to the Conven- 
tion when a colkiftion fbould be made for enlightening the 
Highlanders. The thanks of the Houfe was unanimoufly given 
to the hefore-mentioned Patriots for their donations.'* 

" Citizen Wright, Callender, Calder, Gerrald, and Sinclair, 
were elefted a Committee to take into their confideralion th6 beft 
method of diffufing by Conftitutional means political knowledge 
111 the Highlands." 

•* Citizen Margarot propofed that a fubfcription fliould be im- 
mediately entered into to carry the above into effed, and prcr 
fented one guinea for Gerrald and himfelf." 

" A fubfcription was immediately entered into for the abovfe 
purpofe by feveral Citizens, and the Treafurer was entrufteJ 
with the paper and the money drawn. The paper is to lye upon 
the Table." * ♦ ^ 

'^ The Convention at ten o*clock adjourned till to-morrow at 
eleven." 

" november 3o, 1793" 
^ Eleventh Day's Sitting.. 

** Citizen Wilfon from Strathaven cohftituted the meeting by 
prayer, after which Citizen Haddow was called to die chaif, 
when the Secretary read a motion that a Committee be appointed 
to revife each day's minutes immediately on the rifing of thfe 
Convention, for the purpofe of fending theni to the preft, to 
make hereafter a daily Bull^tine of the fame," figned' M. C. 
Brown and M. Margarot, the queftion being put, the motion 
pafled unanimoufly. The Committee chofen laflr night were ap- 
pointed for this purpofe to be changed by a vote of theCori^ 
vention." ^ 

" The following vifitors were admitted, viz. Mn Cranftoii> 
William Rodger, Mr. Bourke." 

'^ The Secretary read a letter from James Filher^ wherein he 
infonned the Convention that Englifli vras the beft language fdr 
addreffing the Highlanders, 'that with others were ordered to be 
given to the, Conunittee upon that fubjeft.** - "^^ 

« Citizen 
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•^ Cieiten Callender moved that no pcrfon (hould be allowed the 
honour of the Sitting, unlefs recommended by two members, 
which with amendments as in the motion itfelf paffed unanimoufly.'* 

" A Commiffion from the Lawn-market Society appointing 
Citizen John D^vies as a delegate from that Society to this 
Convention." 

^ The Secretary read a motion of Citizen Hart's, for the bill of 
Hights to be copied into the books of each Society. This 
motion pafled as a recommendation for each Society to have a 
copy of the fame, &c. now publiftiing by Mr, Skirving, &c." 

'^ The Secretary read a motion for publifhing the natural, 
unalienable, and imprefcriptable Rights of Man^ which was 
ordered to be given to the Committee of Union.** 

^ Moved, whenever a Committee is nominated, a day fhould 
be appointed for their giving in their Report. Referred to the 
Committee of Regulations." 

^ A motion for printing die Convention bill pafTed In the Iriih 
Parliament which was pafled over." 

*^ It was moved that Captain Johnfton fhould report fome cir- 
cumftances to &e Convention, for which purpoie the Houfe 
refolved itfelf into a Conunittee, when he read an account of 
the tryal and Sentence of D. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of 
Richmond's, and William Pitt's refolutions for a Parliamentary 
Reform. After which, the Chairman being replaced, the Secre- 
tary moved that Captain Johnfton fhould be allawed the honours 
of th^ Sitting," 

** Citizens Wilfon, from Strathaven, and Haddow, from Ha- 
milton, rcquefted leave of abfence fhould be granted to them, 
and moved that all the Delegates who had left the Convention 
fliould receive letters to return immediately, and remain at 
dieir pofls until the important bufinefs which was daily intro- 
duced into Convention fhould be properly difcufled. A. Scott 
propofed that he would give a circular letter to the Delegates in 
^ Gazetteer gratis." 

*' A motion of William Campbell for a regular fet of books for 
the infer-tion of minutes, motions, and other proceedings, a book 
of finance for the infpedion of an intermediate Committee wliich 

Z pafTed 



psittkd with this amendment, that every peribn who losade »n(f 
feconded a motion, ibould fubfcFibe his, or their names in the 
book for copying in the motions that have paiTed." 

" A motion from Alexander Fortune for refuting charges made 
hy Ariftocratic authors,, was referred to the Committee of 
Union." 

** A motion from Mr. Margarot for every Delegate to fubfcnbc 
the minutes as a mark of his refoktion to abide by thep^ 
which hys over for confideration of tte Convention on Mon* 
day." 

** Citi2en Brown being appointed laft night to draw up an an- 
fwcr to the letter vi^ich the Convention received, containing two 
guineas, read his anfwer, which was approved of and ordered u^ 
be publifhed in the Gazetteer*" 

*^ A motion of David Dawnie to fine thofe members who did 
not attend their fedlions. The order of the day was called for." 

** A motion for draveing out a fcroll of a petition to Parliament 
being read, the order of the day vras moved upon it," 

*' Four and ten-pence of a collcftion was made, and Ae Con- 
vwition adjourned till five o'clock on Monday/* 



" MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, IjgS'^ 

<^ first year of the british convention.'* 
"Twelfth Day's Sitting." 

** Citizen JoHn Clark Malbn in the chair, and citizens Downie 
and Romanus affiftants at the table. Read the minutes of the 
laft fitting." 

*^ Upon it being moved that Citizen Smith's motion for pe- 
titioning Parliament be difcuffed immediately, it was agreed, that 
Citizen Smith Ihould withdraw it and prefent another." 

" The motion presented on Saturday by Citizen Margarot, was 
read by the Secretary, when Citizen Margarot rofe and fup^ 
ported it as well as Citizen Callender, who faw the neceflity of 
people fubfcribing to their principles. Citizen Brown did not 
fee the motion neceflary, as any member of the Convention 
would be liable to Ae penalties incurred by any aft of the Con- 
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ventlon, although forty miles abfent from it at 'the •tline- it 
paflbd." 

*' Citizen Margarot pled that no man was bound for any aft 
of the Convention at which he was not prefent." 

" Citizen Browne defended the oppoAte principle, and iUuftra- 
ted his argument by the cafe of a peer, who was hanged for be- 
ing in the company of fome poachers who killed a game-keeper^ 
though his lordfliip had left them before the deed was perpetrated." 
- '^ Citizen Margarot prefented an amendment of his motion^' 
which was fecorided by Citizen Callender^ and approved of by 
Citizen Brown, who defended the legality of our meetings, and 
rile conftitutional principles upon which we meet, and recom- 
mended unanimity as the bafis of our ftrength and fuccefs." 

" Citizen Skirving infifted that all the members, both of the 
Convention and of the primary Societies, fhould fubfcribe a 
folemn league and covenant." 

" Citizen Callender confidered the whole members to be al- 
ready bound." 

'* Citizen Gerrald pled for liberality of fentiment, and com- 
pared the people and their enemies to the worfliippers of the true 
God, and of Baal. He afterwards read fome paragraphs from the 
Edinburgh Herald, widi fuitable comments, and compared the 
Conftitution of 1688 to a dead horfe. He (hewed the irifipidity 
of the title Gentleman, and the propriety of the term Citizen. 
Remarked the impropriety of the mode of promulgating our 
laws, by reftridting them to be fold by one printer, and publifli- 
ing them in the Saxon charadter, which few can read. After 
many other remarks, humourous and ferious, he concluded by 
obferving, that the fignature affumed by the author A. B. was 
very proper, as his knowledge did not feem to go beyond the 
two firft letters of the alphabet." 

" Citizens Newton, Mealmaker and Aitchifon, expreffed theit; 
doubts of the neceflity of the meafure recommended in the 
amendment, which Mr. Brown removed. Citizen Aitchifon 
faid he was fatisfied. Citizen James Smith thoaght it favoured 
too much of ^3 meafures of Miniftry, inr fifning for loyal ad- 
drefies. Citijten ]\4e?.lraaker Vv^as of the lame mind." 

Z 2 " Citizen 
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** Cidzen Margarot <lefcnded the meafure as a good precedent 
for future Legiflators. Citizen Skirving alfo pled for the 
motion; inflfted that it was proper, on all occafions, to take the. 
opinion of the primary Societies, and confidered the Convention 
jis only a committee of the people." 

« Citizen Callender objeded to the meafure as unneccflary, and 
acknowledged himfelf wrong in having feconded it." 

•* Citizen Margarot (hewed feveral advantages that would Rovf 
firom paffing jdie motion, particularly in flopping the mouths of 
our cnemief ." 

*• Citizen Philip isidj whatever became of the motion he would 
report to hfe conftituents." 

*' Citizen Bfowninfifled, that as Citizen Callender had objedcd 
to the motion he had figned, he begged his name might be in- 
ferted in his (lead/* 

** Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the motion, that the 
approbation given by the many thoufands of their conftituents in 
London, Sheffield, Norwich, Leeds, &c." 

** The motion being put to the queftion, was agreed to with 
one difiencient voice, who afterwards withdrew his oppoft- 
tion." 

•* Citizen Browne read a fpirited advertifement from die Not- 
tingham Society, inferted in a JSheffield newfpaper." 

** Citizens Mcalmaker, and James Smith, being appointed col- 
lectors, nineteen fhillings and three-pence three £irthings . were 
(drawn and delivered to Mr. Reid die Treafurer." 

** A motion was made by Citizen Scott, and feconded by Citi- 
zen Aitchifon, that the Convention fhall pafs fome refolutions 
refpefting the late unprecedented and unwarrantable infringe- 
ments on the Freedom of the Prefs ; particularly the arbitraty 
fentence of Judge Wilfon againfl Mr. Holt, for reprinting the 
Duke of Richmond's and Mr. Pitt's plan of Reform." 

"The tickets being colIeSed the Sections were divided as 
follows." 

« No. I." 
^ John Noble, James Tod, James Wilkie, John Auchinleck, 

Archibald Binny, James Foyar, Mitchell Young, Thomas 
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Kennedy, James Calder, Peter Moffat, John Wilfon, David 
Brown, William Romanus, William Fleming, M. C. Brown» 
William Robertfon, David Lyon, David Mallochi RoI>ert 
Drrock, Inglis." 

«No. 2." 
** William Johnfton, Peter Wood, Alex. Wilfon, Alex. Mac 
Kenzie, George Rofs, James Lawfon, David Downie, 
A. Knox, Thomas Cockburn, J. Grindlay, .William Eel- 
beclc, John Wilfon, Alex. Roid, James Smith, John Ciark^ 
John Muir, John Thymie, D. Taylor, J. Johnfton." 

« No. 3.*' 
^ George Mealmaker, William Mac Cubbin, Robert Chriftie, 
John Davies, William Philip, Peter Hunter, John Thomfon, 
William Campbell, David Bertie, Alex. Fortune, William 
Bonthrone, Alex. Aitchifon, Maur. Margarot, John Wyld, 
James Bell, Andrew Newton, William Moffiit, James Smith, 
Paifley." 

« No. 4.'* 
<* Arch. Wright, Jofeph Germld, Alex. Scott, George Brookley, 
James Thomfon, John Dunn, David Gowaiis, Qeorge 
Callender, Alex. Bell, George Waddle, James Carmich^l» 
William Rofs, Alex. Bremner, John Gourlay, John Ward- 
law, John Buchanan, James Somervaill, Thomas Smithi 
James Twcedie," 

^ Citizens Alex, Scot and A. Callender moved, that the Britiih 
Convention take under confideration a refolution pafled at laft 
meeting of the Scottifh Convention, to petition the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament for a Parliaaientary Reform,** 

^ Citizens James Smith and Peter Wood moved, that diU 
Convention take under confideration, whether (after the conr 
temptible manner in v^idi the late petitions for Parliamentary 
Reform were treated) they jfhall 9gain petition for Reform, or at 
vrhat period diey ihould recommend the iame ta dieir con<> 
ftituents*— The meeting concluded with prayer.*' 

* . ■ ' Z 3 ♦* THXHTEENTH 



." THIRTEENTH X)AY*S SITTING.'* 

** The meeting eledled Citizen John Wilfon, prefident, for this 
day's fitting, and Citizens Fortune,. Young, and Wardlaw, 
affiftants at the table. — The Secretary read a coaimiflion from 
Perth, appointing Citizens Malloch and Smith, delegates for 
the focieties in that town, which appointment the Convention 
approved of unanimoufly." 

" The Secretary having read laft night's minutes, the Con- 
Vehtion proceeded to bufinefs.'* 

" Citizen Brown, cf Sheffield, produced a commiffion from 
the Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing him their Delegate, 
which was received and approven of by the Convention." 

" The Convention, upon a motion by Citizen Campbell, re^ 
commended to the focieties to meet as utial in their refpe^ftive 
focieties for receiving new members." 

** The committees were called upon for their reports. — The 
excufe frpm the committee was received. — The Committee of 
Regulation produced fome additional rules for the confideration 
of the Convention, which were reported by Citizen Margafot, 
one by one, after the Convention had agreed, by a vote, to poft- 
pone the final confideration till the whole fhofuM be printed, and 
laid under the confideration of the fe£tians." 
• ** After hearing Mr. Margarot, the additional regulations were 
erdered to be printed, and laid before the feffions to-morrow," 

" Upon a motion by Mr. Skirving, that the lift of fubfcriptions 
for promoting political knowledge in the Highlands, ftould be 
remitted to the committee on that bufinefs, be promoted in fuch 
inanner as they fhall judge neceffary.-— The Convention accord^ 
ingly remised the fame." 

*^ Mr. Scott's motion and refolutions being read, Citizen 
Aitchifon was called upon, m abfence of Citizen Scott, thp 
mover, to defend them, who faid that his fole motive in feconding 
them was, that they might get a fair hearing*-— Citizen Mar- 
garot 6ppofed the bufinefe^ as foreign to that which we were met 
upon, and thought It unneceflary to attempt to lop off the 
branches, while we were endeavouring to——-*** 



*^ Citizen Callender defended the refolutions as neceflarily con- 
DeAed widi the bufinefs teforc us." 

** Citizen Skirving infifted, that we had no proper data of 
official information to proceed upon." 

' ^^ Citizen Aitcfaiibn argued, that the newfpapers, however fidfe 
in other refpeds, could not err in relating matters of diis kind) 
and propofed that, as Mr. Scott was abfiwit, the further con* 
fideration of the motion and relbiutions fhould eitiber be poft-' 
poned till to-morrow evening, or remitted to a committee." 

^ Citizen Margarot had no obje£):ions to a delay, but urged 
many reafoos why either no notice fhould be taken at all, or onij 
a flight general refolution pafled and mentioned," 

- " Citizen Brown argued, that the perfecution of individuals 
ferved the caufe of reform, and therefore it would be improper 
^o ftop them in their prefent career." 

''The Prefident having put Ae queftton to proceed or delay 
tbe confidenation of the motion, it was unanimoufly agreed to 
dday.it till to-morjow." 

- ^ Cidzeos Wild and Jo. Clark being appointed colledoTs, 
eighteen fbillings and nine-pence were colleifted." 

'. ^ A commiffion of delegation from Paifley^ in £i^our of Citizen 
James Smith, was read, and his name ordered to be enrolled." 
. " The new ddegatesr from Paifley and Perth were added to-thc 
Commiteee of Finance, who appdinted to m^t at Rcfs^ .half 
paft three." 

'. ^ Citizen Aitchifon moved, that Ac office of Depute Secretary 
|>e abdiihed." 

• " Citizens Gordon, Murray, and John WarcBaw moved, that 
the fentenoes of diflFerent ' courts againft our brethren, in the 
caufe of Liberty, fhould be printed and publiflied to the worlds 
that the world may judge of the merits of thefe merciful 
Sentences." 

- * Citizen Margarot moved an ironical amendment of Citizen 
Scott's motion," 
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** EDINBURGH, NOV. J, I793.'* 

(Error in the ortginaL^^Should be ^th December u) 
** Fourteenth Sitting of the British Convention.** 

^ No rtports being received from any of die fedHons, fsrve 
one.—- After prayers by die prefidsnt of the former fitting, 
Mr. Mac Cubbin was uiuuitmoufly called to the chaix-.'-^James 
WiUbn, from Paifley, to the council table.'* 

*^ Bead die minutes of laft fitting ; called for the reports, if any, 
from committees.— <Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a 
motion to the efFe<^ that die moment of the illegal difperfion of 
the prefent Convention be confidered as our fummons to repair 
to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of Emer- 
gency, by the Secret Committee, and that the fame motion btf 
conHdered this evening.** 

" Leave was accordingly granted.'* ' 

** The. Convention then heard the only two motions on their 
table read, which regarding the fame matter, and it bieing db^ 
je^ed, that th? bufinefs of thefe motions was to be tadcen up id* 
morrow evening, after ibme converfation it was carried by a 
vote of the Hoiife^ to delay further converfation till to-4norfow 
evening.** 

<^ Mr. Margarot beii^ prepared to bring forward his motion 
abov^ mentioned, the fame was taken imder confideration, aiicl 
is as follows : ' ' 

**MoYed> **TTiat the moment of any illegal diQierfion of Ac 
^ prefent Convention, fhall be confidered as a fummons to the 
^ delegates to repair to the plaqe of meeting appointed for the 
** Convention of Emergency, by the Secret Committee; an* 
« that the Secret Committee be inftruSed to proceed, widiout 
** delay, to fix the place <tf moeting.'* 

" The Convention having confidered the moticm fully, vxaaA-i 
nioufly refi>lved the fame, and app<)inted die Secret Commit 
to proceed as defired.'* • * 

^ Citizen Scot brought forward his moved refblutions rela- 
tive to the fevcre fentences paffed againfl D^iel Hdt, 4c 
printer, &c,** 

^ ' ^ ' ^ h commifficQ 
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^ A commiffion to Citizen James Boyd, from the Friends of 
the People, in Kilmarnock, to reprefent them in this Convention, 
was read and fuftained." 

" An amendment was propofed by way of fubftitute to Citizen 
Scot's reib)ution9| as was aUb another refolution, by way of fub« 
ftitution to fame, was offered by Citizen Margarot, and read.'* . 

** After <bme converiation the Convention, upon a motion by- 
die Secretary, agreed to refer the motion, with amendments, t» 
the mover, the amenders, together with Citizens Brown, Gerrald, 
and Callender, and appointed them to report againft Saturday 
firft,atthe-furtheft/' 

^< Read the following motion by Citizen Callender: 

« Rfifolved, that the following declaration and refolutions be 
inferted at the end of our minutes : 

**That this Convention, confidcring the calamitous confe-* 
quences of any ad of the Legiflature which may tend to deprive 
the whole, or any part of the people, of their undoubted right to 
n^et, either by themfelves, or by delegation, to difcufs any 
Siatter relative to their common intereft, whether of a public or 
private nature, and holding the fame to be totally inconfiftent 
with the firft principles and fafety of fociety, and alfo fubverdvc 
of our known and acknowledged conftitutional liberties, do 
hereby declare, before God and the world, that we fhall follow 
^ wholefome example of former times, by paying no regardto 
any ad which fhall militate againil the Conftitution of our 
c^ountry, and fhall continue to afl^mble and confider of the belt 
means by vriiich we can aconnplifb a real reprefentation of the 
people, and annua] eledion, until compelled to defifl by fuperior 
|i>r^e-» 

^ And we do refblve» 

*« That the firfl notice given for the introduftion of a Con* 
VfodonBUI^ or any biD of a iimtlar tendency to that pafled in 
Irdandi in the lafl k&on of their parliament, or any bill for the 
fiiQienfion of die Habeas Corpus Ad, or the ^< Ad for pre* 
^ venting wroi^^ous imprifonment, and againft undue delays in 
^^ trials in North Britain j'* or in cafe of an invafion, or the 
udmiffion of any foreign troops wbatfoever into Great Britain or 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, a!l^ or any* one of diefe calamitous circiiniftances, fhall 

1^ a iignal to the feveral delegates to repair to fiich place as the 
Secret Committee of this Convention '{ball appoint ; and die 
$rft feven members (halL have power to declare the fittings 
permanent, and twenty-one* flull conftitnte aConvention, and 
proc^d to buiincfs/' « • 

- ''.The Convention doth therefore rdblve, That eadi delegate, 
immediately, on his return home, do convene his • conftituent;, 
^nd. explain to thcm^ the neceffity of «le£ling a ddegate, or de- 
legates, and of eftablilhing a fundy without delay,* againft- any of 
thefe emergencies, for his or their expence*j and that they do 
inftru£b the £ud delegate, or delegates^ to^ hold 'themfelves ready 
t(> depart at one hour's warning/' 



** EDINBURGH,. NOV; 6, I793." 
•* GENERAL COMMITTEE.'^ 

« Citizen Urquhart in the Chair." 

** It was moved, that ftrangers, who often aUendcd the (bcieties^ 
and who never came forward to fubfcribe thp books, ihould be 
called in queftion, and afked their reafons. — ^It was agreed 
for the Secretary to go round, and collect the names of the 
ftrangers." 

" Citizen Hamilton Rowan, Simon Butler, fiomlrcl^d, Mar-^ 
garot, Sinclair, and Gerrald, from London, were intrpduoed^ 
and received with acclamations.*' 

" The Secretary read the minutes of laft committee/' 

<^ The Secretary ftated, that, in confequence of the delegates 
from London having arrived too late for the Convention, hc> 
with advice, had recalled the delegates &om the- country, and 
appointed the 19th of this month to be the iirft day of 
meeting," 

<^ Citizen Margarot, from London, ftated to the comfnitteei 
that 500 conftable^ attended their meetipg in Loodo^ in order ta 
apprehend them, when fendiiig delegates to this country.— » 
They overcame that obftacle. — ^But a journey of. 400 mil^ w 
not a journey of a moment. — They arrived ti)^ day s^^ — ^Thc 

Convention 
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Convention hofied that the recalling the (^legates would ftflke 
terror in our enemies, and while we behaved according to tiss 
laws of the country^ we did not need t^be afraid*" 

^^ Clti^n Budianan moved, ^at the delegates from Londaa , 
ihould tell the fituatioi^ of their fodety/' 

" Citizen Margaret anfwered, that the focieties in London 
were very nuiiierou^ though fom^tinies fluftuating.— -In feme 
.parts of England whole towns are reformers.-^SheHield) and 
environs, there arc •50,000.— In Norwich there are 30 focietioi 
in one. — If we coidd get a. Convention of England and Scotland 
called, we ipight reprefent fiX or feven hundred thouiand males, 
which is a majority of &11 the adults in the. kingdom^, ani 
Adiniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights." 
. " Citizen Butler faid, he did not know how farhe was at liber^ 
to fay any thing, a$ he was not a delegate, but he would give aa 
account of Ireland : the executive part of the government wem 
almoft omnipotent — the landed intereft is almoft ariftocradc-*- 
the manufacturer idle-rlaft parliament was expe^ed to have 
given Ireland emancipation— however that profpecS was flattering, 
a few weeks ch^ged the fcene— an infemous coalition took 
place between the Oppofttion and Miniftry— the catholics rq* 
tired with' what they had got-— no longer oppofed by them, the 
Government turned their oppreffive meafures againft the friendi 
of reform— the united Irifbmen were profecuted — ^hc himfelf had 
experienced fix months, imprifonment— Belfaft was declared to 
be in a ftate of rebellionr^though Freedom was not cried up 
in the ftreets, yet it dwelt in almoft every heart. — Univerfid 
emancipation was the meafure for which he was an advocate.-— 
All that he knew of this country was, that the firft day his friend 
was in Edinburgh, he was arretted for nothing that he knew^ 
.except it wa^ for being fo wicked as to come here,— In. Scotland 
they yet met in Convention—in Ireland the Parliament had 
enaftal laws againft it.— When a law like that fhwld take place 
Jiere, he was afraid Freedom would vanilh." 

'" Mr. Callender faid, that he hoped thofe that would paft fucb 
an aft of parliament, fhould be forced to eat it, and hoped that 
Scotland and England Ihould not fubmit to iu" 
. ' « Citis&^m 

% 
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^ Citizen Gemld £ud, that he came here arme4 with the power 
of delegation.-^If our neighbour's houfc is on Are, the greater 
ihould be our vigilance to prevent die flames feizing our own.— 
A parchment piece of juftice had been prefented in Ireland i — 
he hoped that, if ever it was paiTed here, we ihould throw it in 
Ac fiice of our oppreflbrs/' 

•* Every thing the people had gained, had been ^ough Con- 
ventions :— the revolution was the confequence of a Conven- 
tion — the revolution eftabliibed, that truft abufed was revocable — 
file revolution excluded all placemen and penfioners. — Do we 
enjoy any benefit from that z& i It made Mihi/lers refponfible. 
How many bad Minifters have we feen go down to the grave in 
peace, and honoured with all the dignities a King can confer? — 
Union would carry our principles into execution. — A citizen 
from Ireland, told you, that as foon as the alarm bell wds rung) 
the Oppofition joined the Minifter, — Party, is ever a bird of 
prey, and the people their banquet." 

*♦ The Secretary read the circular letter he intended to fend to 
At delegates," 

Citizen Scott read a letter, addrefTed to the Secretary, ap- 
proving his condud in calling the new Convention*" 

*^ Mr, Buchanan advifed the Secretary to add to the circular 
letter to the delegates^ that they fliould make up their minds 
upon what addrefs they would give to the public," 

•* The Secretary ftated to the meeting, that an order had come 
down for removing the convifts, but to what place, or in^en, it 
wais not known ; he thought that it was meant to raife a tumult, 
by which our Convention might be ftopped,— He, therefor?, 
read a hand-bill to be diftributed among the people, to keep them 
on their guard." 

** Mr, Wright, Mr. Aitchifon, and Mr, Scott, were againft the 
motion. — Mr. Scott (aid, that Mr. Muir fuffered with a magna* 
nimity that required our admiration ;'-*he begged to call their 
attention to a motion which was made for a fubfcripdon for 
Mr. Muir-— he has fufFered in our caufe—- we owed him a mark 
of our efteem — ^he hoped the greateft of all ties, gratitude, wouH 
ftimulatc our exertions,** 

«TI« 
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*' The following committee is appointed to carry into effetSk a 
fubfcription for Citizens Muir and Palmer : 

" Mr. Skirving, Bihny, Callender, Moffat, Urquhart, and 
Scott." 

** A Citizen Member moved, that we fhould approve of Ac 
delegation from London, and teftify our readinefs to co-operate 
with them in our great undertaking." 

" A collection was drawn for the ufe of the mecting.«— One 
jpound was coUcded." 

** The thanks of die meeting was given to the delegates from 
London and Ireland." 

^ Citizen Sinclair faid, that they did not come here for thanks, 
but to merit them; he (aid, that it was unanimity that could 
enAire our fuccefs ; let us then perfevere." 

"" Mr. Hamilton 'Rowan faid, that ♦ ♦ » « 

* ♦ « « % ♦ »» 

^^ The Chairman returned, in a moft fenfible and animated 
(peech, the thanks of the Convention to the delegates from Eng- 
land, and the friends from Ireland,— He faid. May a fenfe pf 
duty pervade the breaft of every man— not the diftiii£fcion of 
Scotfman or Englifhman, but, as men, exert all our abilities in 
the great caufe." 

^ Citizen Butier faid, that the thanks of the virtuous muft 
always be felt by the Friends of Freedom," 

** Citizen Margarot did not rife, as a delegate from London, 
to exprefs his acknowledgement of thanks, but wiihed to know 
what was the nature of the prefent fociety.— The Secretary gave 
the information^" 

•* It was moved, and agreed to, that the Hon. Simon Butler and 
A. Hamilton Rowan fliould be admitted." 

^ Citizen Butler faid, that he had, in his own fociety, taken a 
teft to be fteady in the caufe of reform. — It was a teft engraved 
on his heart, and which he would carry to his grave." 

" It wasa greed, that the powers of the delegates of oiur Con- 
tention continue until anoAer Convention is called." 
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Mir. yohn GuriulL I found thefe papers in the prifbner's houfe* 

They were reach 

" Edinburgh^ Dec. 8, 1793. 
« Fellow Citizen, 

* ^ We defire tliat a copy of the inclofcd papers be kept by the 

* Society, and that another copy of them be delivered without de- 

* ky to Citizen Martin, in order that he may proceed thereupon 

* immediatdy. 

" You will already have had confufed accounts of what has 

* taken place here for the laft four days, but on Tuefday next tiie 

* Edinburgh Gazetteer Ihall (if defpotifm permit) give you a 

* complete detail of every thing ; the Society will thereby be able to 
•* difeover, that our arrival in Scotland has been productive of 

* great advantage to the caufe, and at the feme time has given 
•••great alarm to our enemies. We are very much furprifed at the 

* remiflhefs of the Society, while wc are expofing our life and 
** liberty, whUe we are devoting our time and oiir exertions to 
" their fervice, while we are incurring numberlefs expenccs, and 
«* affirontii^ dangers which would ftaggcr the moft hardy of them ; 
•* while we arc doing all this, we are moreover obliged ta remind 
^ them of it, and that fupplies are now become more neceflary 
" than ever. Surely, the pecuniary exertions of any individual in' 
•^ the Society can never be compared to our endeavours ; honoured 
*^ with their confidence, we find ourfelves happy in being placed iiv 
•^Ae front of the bstde ; but let them remember that our facri- 
•* iicing ourfelves will be of little ufe, unleis they afford us a pro- 
•* per fupport, and that moft immediately. Not daring any longer 
•* to truft to the poft, we fend you all thefe papers in a parcel ; you 
*! win be fo good as to make us acquainted with dieir fafe arrival. 
** Gerald wiflies to get to London as foonas pofiible : he will com- 
" muhicatethat which cannot be fo fully expreffed by letter ; you 
•* may confider this as a private letter, but you may read fuch parts-- 
" of it, as you think proper, to any member of the Society, efpe- 
^ daily where it may be produ6tive of Good. You will fee by die 
•* inclofed papers, that power has proceeded in a moft arbitrary^ 
" manner ; almoft all the prominent characSlers in the Convention 
** have been, or are to be, apprehended and examined. Lord Daer 

•^ will, 
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" will, we believe, meet with no greater favour than ourfyyes- j 

" we underftand that there is a warrant out againft him* As an 

^^ account ofwhat has happened to us would exceed the bounds .of 

*' a letter, we will only juft give you .a Iketch of it, by way of 

*^ journal, referring you, as . we faid before, to next TuefiJay's 

^ Gazetteer. , 

** Thurfday morning at feven o'clock, a SherifPs Officer, foU 

" lowed by five other men, entered our bed-room, informed us hv 

^ had a warrant (whichjbo wever, he refufed to fhew) for appre^ 

" bending us, and feizing our papers. We remained confined all 

^ day; at night we were examined and admitted to bail,eacfa in 

". the fum of two thouiand Merks* , > 

*' Friday morning at nine o'clock, we were feat for again widw 

" out a warrant, for the purpofe of being prefent at the opening of 

^ a fmall trunk, containing our papers j but M. M. prptefting 

.*' againft the illegality of the whole of the proceedings, and refufing 

" to give up the key, the Sheriff Subftitute, and the Profrurator 

" Fifcal dared to proceed no ferther in the bufinefs. 

** Saturday morning at nine o'clock, two mefiengers came agai« 
^ into our room with Gerrald; they left a fummons to appear dl 
*^ ten o'clock with M. M. ; they left nothing but a requeft to acr 
" company Gerrald to the office, yet when arrived there, he fouiwl 
** that a warrant was iffixed agaiiift him, for the purpofe of detaiijr 
" ing him a prifoner. While the box was opened, and the papery 
^ examined, M. M. ftill perfifting in his refufal,the key was forced 
"f om him, the trunk was opened, the papers examined, and partr 
" ly reftored ) the other part was kept, and a declaration drawn 
" up which he was required to fign,but refufed, protefting againft 
** the whole of the bufinefs. Gerrald, however, figned what was 
^ drawn up in his name, aivl we were once more liberated ; and 
** fince then, now already twenty-four hours, no further perfecu- 
^ tion has been commenced agadnft us ; but while we, as individu- 
** als, were thus harrafl'ed, (Thurfday) the whole of the Convention 
** were equally ill ufed; many of them.were taken into cuftody, . 
^ and when the remainder met.a^ ufual^ the. Provoft, attended by 
** his myrmidons, went, and after pulling Matthew Campbell 
^ Browne, of Sheffield,out of the chair, ordered the Convention to 

« difperftc. 
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* dilpcr(e, and informed dicm that he would allow no fuch liittf- 
«* ings in future. (Friday) the nextday^ the Convention having 
•* agreed to meet at another place, out of the jurifdiftion of the 
•*Provoft; wchadnotTjeen long affembled before the SherilT, 
•* with his myrmidons, appeared among usy and commanded us to 

* depart ; after having afked whether that meeting was the Britifh 
** Convention, and being anfwcredin the affirmative, he next en- 
** quired who was prefident, upon which M. M. having openly 
•* afked, and obtained leave of the Convention, placed hini&lf in 
•* the chair ; informed the Sheriff that he, M. M. was then Prefident 
^ of the Britifh Convention, and that he would not break up the 
** meeting unlefs unconftitutioitally forced thereunto by the She- 
** riffs pulling him out of the chair ; which the latter (after fome 
■* little hefitation) having complied with, the £x-prefident, (Ger- 
^ raid) was alfo put into the Chair, which he would not leave 
•* but by being pulled out ; adjourned the Convention to the place 
** where it was to become permanent in its fitting, and having 
** called upon bis colleague Gerrald, for to clofe the meeting with 
^ prayer, the company departed peaceably, but not without vari- 
** ous refleftions on the proceedings, and thofc refledions not 
« confined merely to the Members of the Convention, but com- 
*• ing alfo from the' crowd without doors, and even from the at- 
** tending conftables. The next day a proclamation was ifTued by 
** the Provoft, forbidding all aflembling within the limits of his 
** jurifdiftion. We know not what will happen, but we venture 
** to predift that all this perfecution will increafe rather than di- 
** minifh the ardour of the people for Reform. TTie country 
^ Societies hearing of this, arc hourly pouring in firefh Delegates* 

* Want of paper forbids my writing any more. 

" Adieu ! yours, 

«M. M." 

*< Edinburgh^ December 19, 1793. 
« Fellow Citizens, 
" It is impoffible for us to find time to write you as we ought; 
« every inftant we are interrupted, or rather the Houfe is notfi-ce 
** firom vifitors from early hour until twelve at night, and we have 
«* befides fuch a variety of bufinefs upon our hands that we can 
^ fcarcely make any progrefs* However, as Sinclair, the Delc- 

«gatc 
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^ gate of the Society for Conftitutional infonnation, will^rive 

f'in.town as foon as tjiis letter, he will be able to give you an 

S^accurate verbal detail of all the. infamous proceedings which 

♦*have taken plncc herfr--of the prc^refs of Reform, and of the 

^ plans for future operations. My colleague Gerrald alfo propofes 

** to leave this place the latter end of this, or the beginning of 

« next week. He will explain himfelf to you. Pray fend him 

^ money for his journey, &c. He is now gone to Perth on very 

** urgent bufinefs. Excufe me from entering into any detail at 

** prefent. We have to acknowledge your two laft letters ; they 

^ came fafe, but flow, being delivered only five days after their 

**date, where the delay originated we cannot tell — ^your firft 

** gave us a draft for twelve guineas ; and your fecond enclofed a 

** ten pound note, both very acceptable ; but we are forry to add, 

** that they do not clear our expences. Expences which are no 

** ways owing to extravagancy but to abfolute neceffity, and are 

^ extremely profitable to the caufe itfelf. We well know how 

** heavy the burthen is on the Society ', and we grieve that our 

** fprmer facrifices fhould have left us little elfe to offer other than 

** our perfohal exertions. We feel as we ought the approbation 

•^ you beftow on our conduft ; and we flatter ourfelves, that our 

^ future behaviour will give you no reafon to think your praife 

*' prematurely beftowed. Since Sinclair's departure nothing new 

*♦ has occurred, excepting the formation of a Society fome where 

^ about the Grampion Hills ; they have already got the intelli- 

** gence that the Convention mean, to enlighten the Highlands ; 

** and they teftify their gratitude for our remembrance and our 

•* exertions, and have already made a fubfcription towards it.— < 

•* Again interrupted, and likely to lofe the pofl, unlefs I difpatch 

^'this immediately. Believe me Fellow-Citizens, yours unto 

« death. 

« MAURICE MARGAROT." 

^' Pray, my worthy friend Hardy, did you fome weeks back . 
** receive an enclofed letter to Preval ? Did you likewife receive 
** the p^ers and parcel fent you by the Charlotte, on Wedaefday 
^ the 1 0th inftant ? Have you done any thing with that piece of 

A a "paper? 
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^paperl Havcyou written to Norwich; aiul have they anfVm^ 
•' you ? — ^I hare fcnt them news regularly, but have not received t 
^^ fingle letter from them. Send them fame frefli mode of dtFe£l« 
^ ing to me, or elle let them fend th«ir letters to you firft.— ^Praj 
^ quefiion Sinclair moft particularly — ^vale & amor*" 

Addrefled 
** Mr. Thomas Hardy^ No. 9, Piccadilly J^ 

Mr. Thonias Maclean^ I found ihcfc' two papers in the poflcf- 
fion of Mr. Adams. 

Alexandtr Grant faid he believed them to be the prifoncr'$ 
hand-writing. 

TTjey were read. 

** London J January 10, I794« 
" Citizen Adams, 
** The London Correfponding Society begs the Society . for 
^ Conftitutional Information to accept of a few copies of M. 

^ Margarot's indidlment. 

« THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 

•* P. S. The London Correfponding Society is to have a Genc- 
•* ral Meeting, and anniverfary dinner on Monday the 20th inftant 
*< at the Globe Tavern, Strand.*' 

Addrefled 
•* Citizen Jjamsj Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional Infor^ 

*' matron, 

" Londonj January iithy 1794. 
" Fellow Citizens, 
• I have juft received a letter from Citizen Margarot at Edin- 
" burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you will 
" fee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and fentenced far four- 
^' teen years tranfportation to Botany Bay. Margarot's trial 
*^ comes next, he meets it with great firmnefs and refolution. I 
^ have no time to make my comments on the proceedings, but I 
^ think our opponents are cutting their own throats as faft as they 
^ cam Now is the time for us to do fomething worthy of men, 
^ the brave defenders of Liberty, South of the Engliih Channel, 

"arc 
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^ ate performiiig' wonders, driving their enemies b^fe them like 
^ diaff before the whirlwind Margarot tells me that he has not time 
•* to Write to you juft now, but he hopes to have time very foon, 
^ vriien his trial is over, and immured in a prifon. The London 
^ Correfponding Society is to have a General Meeting and an 
** anniverfary dinner on Monday the aorii inftant at the Globe Ta- 
** vern, Strand. I have fent you feme of Margarot's and Skirving's 
•* }ndi£hnent, with two copies of a pamphlet on brewing, he is a 
** member of our Society the author, if you approve of it you may 
^ |>ut it in pra(Slice, and be a great (aving to many families, alfo a 
*^ diminution of the Revenue for every one brewing their own 
*> beer pay no duty for it, excufe hafte, I ftill remain, &c. 

(Signed) « THO. HARDTr 

yames Davidfon. (Sworn.) 

Examined by Mr* G arrow. 

J^ I believe you are a Printer by bufinefs ? 

J. Yes. 

^. Was you employed at any time to print a number of thefe 
papers f 
. J. Yes. 
• ^. When was you employed ?. 

A I believe it was the 20th of February laft. 

^. By whom was you employed ? 

J. Thelwall brought me the majnufcript. » 

j^. Was any body with him when he came widi it ? 

A. Yes, there was, but I do not recollect who. 

J^. Were there more perfons than one ? . 

A. No. 

J^ What orders did he give you refpefting it ? 

A. He defired me to print off— — 

Mr. Erjk'tne. Is Ms evidence ? 

Mr. Garrow. We fubmit that it is. 
, Mr. Ermine. Then I objeft to it, what Mr. Thelwall feid is 
no evidence againft Mr. Hardy. 

; Mr. Garrow. I fubmit to your Lordfliips that it is the clcareft 
evidence in the world after that which your Lordfhips and the 
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Jury have already Heard. We have proved by a great Variety*^ 
cTvidence, much of it under the hand and fignature of the prifoner 
now at your Lordihip's bar, much by papers found in his cuftody 
^ die time of his apprehenfion, a clear connexion and confpiracy 
upon the fubjed of this High Treafon between Mr. Thelwall 
and the prifoner. We therefore fubmitto ycRir Lordfhips with 
confidence, but with deference undoubtedly, that all the ads of 
Mr. Thelwall, or any other perfon s^inft whom we have given 
evidence, fit to be fubmitted to the Jury of tiieir acceffion to the 
general plan of the confpiracy, is clearly evidence agaiiiA every 
man cb5»rgcd with that confpiracy, this therefore is an a£t of 
Mr. Thelwall's ; it is hardly worth difcuffing in this inftance, 
only that it is as well to do it the firft time that the objeftion 
arifes ; but we have other evidence, fuch as the Defendant's pay- 
ing for the printing ; but having given evidence of Thelwall and 
Hardy, being parties to the general confpiracy alledged as High 
Treafon, we have a right to give in evidence any afts of thefe 
confpirators relative to that object againft any of them.. 

Air. Erjkine, There is no manner of doubt that upon an in- 
dictment for a confpiracy, be the confpiracy to do one ad, or 
another a<3, or be the quality of the aft done, when it is done, 
what it may, that as far as you can conneft perfons afting to- 
gether towards one purpofe, which purpofe conftitutes the crime, 
you may undoubtedly involve them together by evidence, but 
that is not the qucftion here.r I wifh to be underftood that I 
have no anxiety upon the fubjeft, becaufe it is a printed paper, 
which has been in all our hands, and was yefterday ftated at 
great length by Mr. Attorney General in the courfe of his 
opening ; but it is only that the proceedings may not be embar- 
rafled in the courfe of them that makes me interpofe.. 

Mr. Thelwall gives a paper to this witnels to be printed, if 
my friend Mr. G arrow can fliew that Mr* Hardy afterwards 
paid for the printing of thi« paper, then this will be fo much 
time loft ; but if that is not before your Lordfhips, as it is not, 
there may be a difference in the quality of the aft, by the pro- 
ceeding further to the printing a paper; for inftance, fuppofe this 
paper itfelf contained fomething criminal^ could your Lordibips 
\ . faften 
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ffeften that crime upon the prifoAer, by Mr. Thelwall's having 
direfted this gentleman to print it ; the knowing that a paper is 
printing, and giving an authority to print it i$ different i (up- 
pofing that paper contained Treafon in itfelf, which I know it 
does not, that might be mifprifion ofv Treafon, but couW not be 
Treafon itfelf, therefore I humbly apprehend that in a criminal 
cafe of this enormous fize your Lordfhips will not ftretch the 
rules of evidence, fo as to allow it to be alked of. this, witneft, 
whether Mr. Thelwalldid direft him (the priibner, Mf. Hardy, 
not being prefent) to print that paper, the nature of which J 4p 
not know. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. That is what I viras going to olj- 
ferve, the infilling on one fide, and objeiling on the other, is 
perfeSIy premature, for not knowing %vhat the content^, of the 
paper are^ the Court cannot judge whether it is a braach pf the 
evidence of the general confpir^y, or fomething pe/foi^J with 
which the prifoner lias nothing to do. - ? 

Mr, Garrow, I take the liberty of ftating to the Cojirt, that 
the ground and foundation upon which I humbly, fubmit to re^d 
this paper is, that it is an inftrument to carry ' into effe<5l t^e 
general High Treafon charged in this indicbfieot. Qne ftage qv 
ftep of the confpiracy being a paper to excite the Sub)e(9:s of 
this Country to defert their allegiance, and in defiance of that 
allegiance to fet about to call a Convention by force to afllime 
the power of the Legiflature, It is as an inftrument and a pap^r 
to carry that into efFedl that we delire to read it. 

Mr, Erjkine. Is your Lordfhip to take that from Mr, GarjNpw's 
affertion. 

Lord Chief Jufiue Eyre, It is necelfery in order for the Court 
to judge whether it is of the tendency you defcribe, to open to 
us. that part of the paper which you fay has that tendency. I 
have caft my eye over the paper, and i fee that there is a paflage 
in it which does go to the general objed. 

Mr, Gibbs, I underftand the point that Mr, Garrow contends 
is this, that thoi^gh Mr. Hardy only is now upon trial, yet he- 
caufe one overt a<Sl laid in the indi&ment is that papers. were 
puHflxcd, -that for the purpofe of proving tbat ov«rt afly part of.a 
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paper delivered by Mr. Hidwall to be printed is to be'given ift 
evidence againft Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Garrow. I (hall not by any ingenuity of my Friend be 
drawn into the argument of an abftraft queftion, I forbore to 
ftate the paper left it might be faid I was giving *e etkSt of it, 
I will now ftate Ae paflige which I fay demonftrates that it is df 
that quality. *^ You may aflc, perhaps, by what means fhall we 
feek redrefe. We anfwcr that men in a ftate of civilised fociety 
are bound to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws as Icm^ 
as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws." « But our common 
matter whom we ferve ( whofe law is a law of Liberty, and whofe 
fervice is perfed freedom) has taught us not to expcSt to gather 
grapes from thorns, nor figs from diiftles. We muft have re- 
drefs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plun- 
derers, enemies, and oppreiTors. There is no redrefs for a 
nation circumftanced as we are, but in a fair, free, and full ra- 
prefentation of the people," 

Now we alledge and humbly inlift that we have given much 
evidence to fliew that the purpofe of this confpirafcy, which is 
charged to be High Treafon, was by force to gfliune the power 
of legiflation, in defpite of the conftituted authorities of the 
Country, as they at prefent happily cxift here, by fubftituting a 
Convention of the people, . 

Mr^ Erjkine, Our obje£Kon is merely with regard to- this 
ccRiiing from Mr, Thelwall, your Lordfliip will difpofe of it a$ 
you pleafe, I have no anxiety about it* 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, This purports to be a paper con- 
taining a refolution at a General Meeting of the London Corref- 
ponding Society, held at die Gfobe Tavern, it is brought to the 
printer by one of the members of that Society, the Prifoner 
being another member of that Society,' a<5ling in that Society as 
the Secretary, then they being both involved therefore in the 
proceedings of that Society, and this being a printed paper pro- 
duced by one of them, it does feem to me that in a general . 
charge of a confpiracy, this i^ evidence to prove a circumftancc 
in dial confpiracy, whether it will be ultimately fo brought 
hpme (Q the prifoQer> Hardy^ ^ th«t h^ &0Mld b^ refponilble fpr 
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tiie guilt of having puUiihed it^ may be another confi(ieration» 
but that it is a branch of the confpiracy, and a circumftance oc- 
curring in it, the imi>ort of the paper plainly proves* It does 
feem to me, therefore, that it is admiiEble« 

Mr. Garrow* What diredions did Mr. Thdwall give you^ 
mhi^Ti he brought you the manufcript for the purpofe of printing ? 

. J, He tcdd me to print oiF two thoufand, and then ftop. 
: ^ What was you to do with the twothoufiuid, when you 
had printed them ? 

Mr* Gibbs^ Does your Lordfliip diink that all the diredions 
which Mr. Thelwall gave, are to be received in evidence ? . . 

Lord Chief. jMjlice Eyre. Whether it is two thoufand, . or 
what number, cannot be material, it is the publication of an zQt 
pf .this Society. 

Mr^ Erjkine. Your Lordfhip. means riiat it will have an ap^ 
plication to every member, of the Correfponding Society. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. It applies to the Society, as fiw as 
relates to die general tranfaftions of that Society, but as &r as it 
may conftitute individual guilt, which may be feparated from 
Ihe general guilt of the parties to the general plan, that is^no* 
iher confidezation* 

Mr» Garrow. Did you print the number ordered f 

j/. Not that day. • 

J^ How foon did you print thein ? 

J. I printed two hundred of them that day, and carried them 
to the Globe Tavern, when I went to the Globe Tavern I met 
Mr. Hardy on the ftairs. 

^ Did you know him before ? 
;. «^ ies» 
; .. % Was yoa a member of the Society yourfclf ? 

^. I es. 
V ^ You had then probably been prefect at iome of the Meet* 
ings of the Society. 
^ Jf I was not at that Meeting. 

J^. Had you been prefent at any Meetings of the Society bc» 
fore you met Mr, Hardy upon the ftairs at the Globe Tavern ? 

4f Not fome time, 

A a 4 J^. Had 
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- ^ Had you ever feen him there ? * 

J. Yes. 

^ In what charafter did he ad at the Meetings ? 

J. In the charafter of Secretary. 

^ What paffed when you met him on the ftairs ? 

J. I told him I had brought two hundred copies of the Reib« 
lutions, he defired me to take them back again, and not diftribute 
one of them, accordingly I went home with them, and returned 
again to the Globe Tavern to dinner. 

^ You (aid February, do you mean February or January? 

jf. I am not fure to the month* 

^ Was it on the day at which the Refolutions were come to ? 
; ^. The day of the Meeting. 

^ At what time of the day was it that you faw Mr. Thclwall 
^en he brought yc^u the copy ? 

jf. It was, I believe, between one and two o'clock. 

J^. At what time wa$ it that you carried the two hundred 
copies to the Globe Tavern ? 
. jf. Between four and five. 

' J^. You rieturned home with thefe two hundred by Ac direc- 
tion of Mr, Hardy, and came back to the Globe Tavern to 
dinner? 

A Yes, • 

J^, At what time was that ? 

jf. At pretty nigh fix o'clock. 

^ Were you prefent at the time tiiefe Refolutions were pn>« 
pofed in the Society ? 

jf. No, I was not, 

^ Was it on the day upon which the Refolutions purport^ 
by Mr, Thel wall's paper to be come to, that yov went to the 
Globe Tavern, or a month after ? 

A I had*tiie copy on the i8th, and delivered the two hundred 
on the 20th, 

^ Look at the paper, and tell us whether it W?ts Jannaiy or 
February, is the date correal i 

^, Yes, . ' 

5 * -J^. Thai 
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j^. TheH do you bdievc it was the iStfa «f Jaimaiy, and not 
the 1 8th of February, upon which you had the copy? 

A. Yes, I fee now that it was January. 

^ Have you any doubt of that ? 

A* None. 

^ When you returned again, was it to a private dinner or a 
public dinner of the Society ? 

A, A public dinner, every one paid for his ticket. 

^ Was there any Chairman at the dinner, did you fee any 
perfon in tlie chair ? 

A. I am not very fare, I think Mr. Thelwall was in the chair, 
but I am not fure. . . 

^ Was Mr. Hardy there ? 

A, Yes, he was. 

^ When you returned to dinner, did you carry any popies of 
the paper you had printed vAA you ? 

A* No, I did not 

^ What did you do with thefe copies afterwards ? 

A. Somebody was font for them to my houfe* 

^ Where from? ' 

A. From the Qlobe Tavern. 

^ From the Meeting ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Were they brought to the Mfeetirtg ? • 

A, They were. 

^ What was done with them Aere ? 

A. I few only one of them. . ' 

^ Where did you fee that ? 

A. -Somebody handed it roimd the tatle, I am fure I don't 
know who it was. 

^ How many perfons might there be aflembled at that 
Meeting? 

A, I dare fay there were about three hundred or thereabouts, 
-0$ near as. I could guefs« 

^ How late did you ftay? ... 

Af Till ten o'clock, or thereabouts* 

^ Did 
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^ Did you print any more of them at any time? 

A Yes- 

^ When? 

jf. I cannot be particular to the time^ I printed in die coorfe 
of that week, I believe, a thousand more. 

J^. By whofe order ? 

J. Mr. Thelwairs order was to print two diou&nd^ I oom-^ 
pletcd the tw.o thou&nd according to his original order. 

J^ What did you do with them i/rtien you had printed diem? 

yf. I carried a good many of them to Mr. Hardy's. 
, J^ What did you do with die reft ? 

A People came for fome now and then* 

^ What people ? 

J. Some of the members of the London Correipon£ng So- 
ciety came for them. 

J^. And did you deliver them as they came for them? 

J. Yes, (bme aiked for a dozen, or half a 6otcn or fo, and I 
delivered them; 

J^. Did you print any more than the two tliouland which 
Mr. Thelwall originally ordered ? 

J. To the beft of my recolle^on I printed fix diouland 
morr. 

J^. By whofe orders did you print them ? 

J. I believe Mr. Hardy gave me orders to go on with them 
till I Ihould be defired to flop. 

^ Was you ever defired to ftop, and wbep ? 

A I was defired to ftop, I believe, in the month of March. 

^ Did you go on printing them till the month of March? 

A I did now and then occafionally as they were wanted* 

^ How many thouiand might you print in all ? 

J. Eight thoufand* 

J^ Who paid you for them ? 

A They are not paid for yet, 

^ On whofe credit did you print them» did any body at 
any time promife to pay you for them i 

J. No, 

^ Had 
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^ Had you any conver&don with Mr. Hardy aboot hang 
paid for them? 

A No, I had not, no further than I put them down to dK 
credit of the Society. 

^ Who defirpd you to do that ? 

A He did not defire me, but he, as Treafurer, was t9 »- 
Ireive the money, and fee the debts of the Society paid. 

^ Whowas? 

J. Mr. Hardy. 

J^. Did you make the Society debtor for them ? 

J. Yes, I did. 

^ Have you printed upon other occafions for the Society? 

jf^ I have. 

^ Who paid you? 

A Mr. Hardy. 

• . // was read. 
« AT A GENERAL MEETING 

« OF TH£ 

''LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETT, 

^* Held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, 

** On MONDAT the zoth Day of JANUJRT, 1794. 

•'CITIZEN JOHN MARTIN, in the CHAIR., 

** The following Address to the People oi Great £nt^»*Aod 
** Ireland, was read and agreed to. 

« Citizens, 

*' We find the nation involved in a war, by which, in the cqurfr 
*^ of ONE Campaign, immenfe numbers of our countr)anen have 
^ been flaughtered j a vaft expence has been incurred, our Trade, 
" Commerce and Manufaftories, are almoft deftroyed, and many 
" <^ our Manufacturers and Artifts are ruined, and their families 
*^ ftarving, 

" To add to our affli£Hon, we have reafon to expeft, that 
^ Pth^r taxes will foou be added to die intolerable load of impofts 

**and 
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**anJ impofitions with which we are already overwhelmed; for 
**the purpofe of defraying the expences which have been incur- 
^ red, in a fruitleis cruiadc^ to re-«ftabliib the odious defpotiiha of 
"France. 

** When we contemplate the principles of tjiis war we confefe 
**ourfelves to be unable to approve of it, as a meafiire, either of 
"^juftice or difcretion 5— and if we are to form our calculation 
" of the refult, from what has already paffed, we can only look 
" forward to defeat and the eternal difgrace of the Britifh name. 

"While we are thus engaged in an expenfive and ruinous 
** and foreign war^ our ftate at home is not lefe deploraUe. . 

"We are every day told, by thofe perfons who are interefted 
" in fupporting the Corruption Lift, and an innumerable Hoft of 
^Sinecure Placemen, that the Conftitution of England, -isi the 
*' perfeftion of human wifdom ; that our laws (we Ihould rather 
" fay. Their laws) are the perfection of juftice ; and that their 
" Adminiftration of thofe laws is fo impartial and fo ready, as 
•' to afford an equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor ; 
** by means of which, we are faid to be placed in a ftate of ab- 
*' folute freedom, and that our Rights and Liberties are lb well 
" fecured to us as to render all invafion of them impoilible. 

"When we a(k, how we enjoy thefe tranfcendant privileges; 
" we are referred to MAGNA CHART A, and the BILL of 
"RIGHTS, and the glorious REVOLUTION; in the year 
" 1688, is held out to us, as the bulwark of Britifli liberty. 

** Citizens, 

"We "have referred to Magna Chartaj to the BUI of 
" Rights and to the Revolution^ and we certainly do find that our 
" anceftors did eftablifti wife and wholefome laws ; But we as 
" certainly find, that, of the venerable Conftitution of our an- 
" ceftors, hardly a veftige remains. 

"The only Chapters of the Great Charter, which are now 
•^ in legal exiftence, are the 14th and 29th. 

" The important provifion of the 14th Chapter, runs thus : 

" A Freeman fliall not be amerced for a fmall fault, but after 
" the manner of the fault ; and for a great fault after the great- 
" mii diQreof, faving Co him his contenement; and a Merchant 

** likewifei 
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*likewife, favlng to him his merchantTi^e ; And any oflier^s 

* ySlain than ours fliall be likewife amerced, feving tb him his 
^ wainage ; And none of the faid amerciaments fliall be afleffed, 
^ but by the oath of honeft and lawful men of the Vicinage." 

*' But by the ufurped power of the judges, in aflefling Fines 
« (and what Fines ! !) in the Cafes of Mifdcmeanour ; this glori- 
** ous Right rf the Subje<?k, of having thefe fines afleffed by the 
"Jury, (the only poffible protedion from flavery and the vilefl: 
•* oppreflion) is unjuftly and infamoufly raviflied from tis. 
^ The proyifion of the 29th chapter, runs thus : 
^' No Freeman (hali be taken or imprifoned, or be difleifed of 
** his freehold, or liberties, or free cuftoms, or be outlawed, or 
** exiled, or any otherwife deftroyed, nor we will not pafs upon 

* him, nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his 

* peers, or by the law of the land. We will fell to no man, 

* we will not deny, or defer to any man, either juftice or 
« right" 

*' The various methods now In conftant praftlce by which the 
*' benefits of this provifion are totally defeated and deftroyed, 
« might induce us to fuppofe, diat the GREAT CHARTER 
** has been repealed ; if we did not afluredly know, that it is the 

* fiindamental bafis of our conftitution; which even the REAL 
^ reprefentatives of die people (much lefs the miferable nominees 
**of HELSTONE and OLD SARUM) have not the right, 
^'nor (as we truft it will be found by experience) the POWER 

* to repeaL Yet what do we find in practice ? Unconfl:itutional 
«and illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, that is, the 
*' arbitriary will of the king's Attorney General, ufurping the 
** office of the ACCUSING Jury ; and the interefted oath ^ a 
** vile common informer, with the judgment of as vile a common 
^ trading or penfioned juftice, fubftituted in the room of our birth- 
^ right, an impartial trial 6y our country^ 

^'Add to this, that the exhorbitant cxpence of judicial proceed- 
** ings, the novel pra<9ice of arbitrarily and repeatedly annulling 
** the verdi£fa of Juries, and the dilatory praftice of the courts, 
•'moft openly and fliamefuUy contradi£k the claufe which forbids 

* the denial, the delay and the lale of juftice. 

^A mair 
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«• A man acculed of Felony (for wfcich by the ccmimonlaw rf 

* England, his life and goods are forfeited) may be bailed on find^ 

* ing two furctics for forty pounds each ; but upon a charge of 
•MISDEMEANOUR by wordsoiAyy bail to the amount of 
•ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has been demanded. 

• Upon.convi6lional(b| for fuch miftlemeanour, enormous fines, 
•loi^ and cruel imprifonments unknown to our ancient laws, and 
^ un&ni£Uoned by any new ftatutes, have of late (and but of late) 

* been toofrcquently and too oppreflively inHiAed* And all this, 
•* although by this bill of rights it is declared, that "exccflive bail 
** fiiall not be demanded, nor cruel and unufual punifhments 
^ infliaed.'* 

If we look to IRELAND we find that acknowledged pri- 
▼ikge of the people, to meet for the fupport and prote<Stion of, 
dicir rights and liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be taken 
" •f away by a late infamous aft of parliament: Whilft titles of 
•'honour! No, butof difhonour, are iaviflied; and new fources 
** of corruption opened, to gratify the greedy proftitution of thofe, 
*f "who are the inftruments of this oppreffion. 

«In SCOTLAND, the Wicked Hand of Power has been 

* impudently exerted, without even the wretched formality of an 
^ aft of Parliament, Magiftrates have forcibly intruded into the 
^peaceful and lawful meetings of Freemen ; and, by force, (not 
•*onIy without law, but againft law) have, under ccJour of ma- 
**gifterial office, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented 
«* their afibciation. 

« The wifdom and good conduft of the BRITISH CON- 
•^VENTION at Edinburgh, has been fuch, as to defy their 
*^ bittereft enemies to name the law vdiich they have broken ; not- 
•* withftanding which, their papers have been feized, and made ufe 

* of as evidence againft them, and many virtuous and meritorious 
" individuals, have been, as cruelly as unjuftly for their virtuous 
« actions difgraced and deftroyed by in&mous and illegal fentences 
^ of tran^KMrtation* And thefe unjuft and wicked judgments have 
^ been executed with a rancour and malignity, never before known 
•*induslandi our refpedable and bdovcd Fellow-citizens have 

«* been 
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^been caft fettehkd into Dungeons amongft felons in Ac 
« Hulks, to which they were not fentenced. 
« Citizens, 

. « We all approve the fenthnents, and are daily repeating the 

* words, for which thefe our refpeftable and valuable brethren are 
« thus unjuftly and inhumanly fufFering. We too, affociate in 

* order to obtain a fair, free, and full reprefentatioa of the people 
« in a houfe of real national reprefentatives. Are we alfo willing 

* to be treated as Felons, for claiming this our inherent right, 
•* which we are determined never to forego but with our lives; and 

* which none but thieves and traitors can wifli to withhold from 
<* us f Confider, it is one and the fame corrupt and corrupting 

* influence which at&is time domineers in Ireland, Scotland, and 

* England. Can you believe that thofe who fend virtuous IriJh- 

* inen, and Scotchmen fettered with felons to Botany-Bay, do ndt 

* meditate and will not attempt to feize the firft moment to fend 

* us after them ? Or, if we had not juft caufe to apprehend the 
"fame inhuman treatment ; if, inftead of the moft imminent dan- 
^ ger, we were in perfeft fafety from it ; fliould we not difdain to 

* enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever, in which our hoheft 

* Iriih and Scotch brethren did not equally and as fully participate 
^ with us ? Their caufe then and ours is the fame. And it is both 
^ our duty and our intereft to ftand or fall together. TTie Iri& 

* Parliament and the Scotch judges, aftuated by the fame Englifli 

* influence, have brought us direftly to the point. There is no 
' fiuther ftep beyond that whiA they have taken. We are at 

* rflTue. We muft now chufe at once either liberty or flavery fcft 

* ourfelves and our pofterity. Will you wait till BARRACKS are 

* creSed in every village, and till fuhjidized Heflians and Hano- 
" verians are upon us ? 

" You may afk perhaps, by what means fliall we feek redrefs ? 

^ Wc anfwer, that men in a ftate of civilized Society arc bound 
^ to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws ; as long as any 
^ redrefs can be obtained by the lavirs. But our common maftcr 

* whom wc ferve (whofe law is a law of liberty, and whofe fervice 
** is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expeft to gather grapes 

* from thorns, nor figs from thiftlcs. We muft have redrefs from 

" our 
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** our own law^ and not from the laws of our plunderers, enemies 
•* and oppreflbrs. 

« THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION CIR- 
« CUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, BUT IN A FAIR, 
« FREE, AND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
« PEOPLE. 

•^RESOLVED, that during the cnfuing feffion of parliament, 
•* the General committee of this Society do meet daily, for the pur- 
** pofc of watching the proceedings of the parliament and of the 
•^ adminiftration of the government of this country. And that 
** upon the firft introduiSion of any bill, or motion inimical to the 
« liberties of the people, fuch as, fo/ LANDING FOREIGN 
"TROOPS IN GREAT-BRITAIN or IRELAND, for 
« fufpcnding the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming 
« MARTIAL LAW, OR FOR PREVENTING THE 
"PEOPLE FROM MEETING IN SOCIETIES for 
« CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, or any O- 
«THER INNOVATION of a fimilar nature, that, on any 
" of thefe emergencies, the General committee fliall iffue fum- 
" monfes to the Delegates of each Divifion, and alfo to the Se- 
" cretaries of the different Societies affiliated and correlponding 
" with this Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL CONVEN- 
" TION of the PEOPLE, to be held at fuch place and in fuch 
" a manner as (hall be fpecified in the fummons, for the purpofe 
" of taking fuch meafures into their confideration. 

"Refolved,that the preceding Addrefs and Refolution be figned 
" by the Chairman, and printed and publifhed. 

"J. MARTIN, Chairman. 
"T- HARDY, Secretary.'' 

^ Committee Roorrty January 23, I794» 
** Resolved Ukanimously, 
*' That a hundred thoufand Copies of the Addrefs to the people 
** of Great Britain and Ireland, voted at the General Meeting, be 
" printed and diftributcd by the Society, 

^RefolvU 
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^' Refohed Vnanmoujly^ That the folldwing toafts, drank at the 
^ Anniverfary Dinner of the Society, be printed at the end of the 
« Addrefs. 

'' L THE RIGHTS OF MAN; and may Britons never 

** want fpirit to aflert them. 
** n. The Britijh Convention^ lately held at Edinburgh ; and 

" fuccefs to the important objeft it had in view. 
^' III. Citizen pyHliam Skirving^ charged by the fentence of tte 
" Court of Jufticiary, with the honour of being the caufe of 
" calling that Convention. 
*' IV. The London Correjponding Society^ and other patriotic 

'^ Societies of Great-Britain and Ireland' 
" V. Citizen Maurice Margarot^ the condemned Delegate of 
" this Society ; and mayhisw^wfy and patriotic conduit te 
^ rewarded by the attachinent of the people. 
" Citizen Gerrald then arofe, and in a ftream of inspiring elo- 
^ qusnce, pronounced the juft euldgium of this truely valuable 
*' Citizen, fo emphatically called by Citizen Aitchinfon (one of the 
*' witneffes on his trial) the SECOND SIDNEY. He con- 
** eluded with wifliing we might rather die the laji of Britijh Free* 
** men than live ^q firji of Jlaves, 

' *' VI. Citizen Jofeph Gerrald^ the other Delegate of this So- 
" ciety, now under profecution ; and may his concluding 
" fentiment be engraved upon every Bntifli heart. 
*' VII. The tranfa<9:ions at Toulon, May Britons remeihber 
" them as they ought, and profit by dear bought experience, 
*' VIII. Citizen Hamilton Rowan^ and the other true patriots of 
. " Ireland 'y and may the authoi's of' the Convention-bill drA 
" that they have committed a bull, 
« IX. Citizins Muir^ and Palmer — May theii:' fcnteiice be 
." fpeedily reverfed, and Botany-bay be peopled with a co- 
" lony of r^j/ criminals. 
" X. Succefs to the arms of Freedom againft whomloever di- 
" reeled ; and confufion to defpo'ts wi.h whomfofever allied. 
*^ XI. All that is good \T\ every conjlitution \ aridriiay we never 
" be fuperftitious enough to reverence in any that which is 
" good for nothing, 
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** XII. GtizenThomas Paine — ^May his virtue rife fiiperior t» 
*' calumny and fufpicion, and his name ftill be dear to 
" Britons. 
" XIIL Lord Loughborough^ the Earl of Moira^ Sir Gilbert 
" Elliot^ and the other apoftates from liberty ; and may 
" they enjoy the profits of their apoftacy fo long as il)ey 
" live. 
" XIV. A fpeedy and honourable /^<7r^ with the brave Republic of 

" France. 
" XV. The Jlarving manufa^urers and negleSied peafantry of 

*' Great Britain and Ireland. 
^ XVI. Citizen John Fro/i; and a fpeedy reftoration of that 

" health which he loft in the dungeons of Newgate 
^ XVII. The virtuous andfpirited Citizens^ now in confinement 
^' for matters of opinion .• and may we fliew them by our 
** condu6t, that they are not forgotten." 
JIdr. Galrrow to Davidfon. You faid you was a Member of the 
London Correfponding Society ; do you know John Martin ? 
A Not much. I have only fpoke to him two or three times. 
^ Where did you fee him ? 
J, I faw him once in his own houfe. 

^ Was he a Member of the London Correfponding So* 
ciety ? 

^. I am not fure of that— I cannot prove that. 
^. Did you ever fee him at any of the meetings of that So- 
ciety ? 

A Yes ; I have. 

J^ Was he there at the meeting that you have now been fpeak?. 
ing of at the Globe Tavern? 
. A I faw him there. 
^ That you have told us was a meeting of that Society ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Was Martin then a Member of that Society ? 
A. I cannot fay whether he was a Member or not. 
^ Did any body attend that were not Members at the meet- 
ings of the Society ? 
A* I do not know. 

^ Upon 
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j^ Upon your oath did you ever know any perfon& attend die 
meetings of the Society that were not members of the Society ? 
A^ There might be many that Were not. 
^. Upon your oath did you ever know any body attend them 
but the Members ? Was the bufinefs that you was with Mr. 
Martin upon, at his houfe, relative to the London Correfponding 
Society ? 
A, It waSi 

^ What was its nature ? 

jI, Relative to the latter part of the toafts and fentiments 
printed at the back of that paper. 

^. What paffed between you and Mr. Martin refpeSting tht 
latter, part of the paper ? 

Ak I told him that I thought there were fomc hard words in 
fome of the refolutions and toafts. He faid, Noj it was all 
conftitutional^and there was no danger could arife from it. 

!^ Was that between the i8th and 20th, or after the meet- 
ing? 

A* It was the 21 ft, I believe, which happened on Tuefday* 

^ The day after the meeting ? 

A. It was either the iift or the 22d. 

^. I do not know whether you printed this. 

(Shewing the witnefs a printed paper.) 
A. No 'y I never faw it< 

One of the Jury^ You have not told us yet whether you knew 
that there was any one individual who attended thofe meetings 
that was not a member ? 
A. There might be* 

"jfuryman. You have pofitively faid to the contrary; endea-* 
vour to recoUeft if there were not. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Myrei Do they never admit Vifitors ? 
A. Yes ; they do. 

Lord Chief jfu/iice Eyre* There are vifitors fpoken of? 
^. There were tickets, I underftand, to be given at the bar 
to any body that chofe to call for them, or pay for them. 
Mr. Garrowi That applies to the dinner at the Globe ? 
A. Yes, 
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J^; In the Divifion Meeting could any perfon who chofe ta 
aik for a ticket, without being introduced by a member as a 
vifitor, obtain.it? 
J. No, 

The Rev, Richard TVtUiams (fworn). 
Examined by Mr. G arrow, 
^ Do you know Mr. Thelwall ? 
A Yes. 

^ Are you acquainted with his manner of writing ? 
J. Yes. 

. J^. Look at this, and tell nie whether you believe this to be 
his hanil writing {Jbewing a letter to the wltnefs), 
. jf. I believe the fignature to be his. 

Mr, Garrow. My Lords, I will ftate the grounds on which 
we ofFer this letter as evidence againft the prifoner. We have 
already given evidence to prove that Mr. Thelwall was not only 
a member of the London Corrcfponding Society, but that in the 
publication of the refolutions pafled at the amiiverfary meeting, 
artel their toaffs, he afted as the agent of the Society. I now 
propofc to read a letter of Mr. Thelwall's, as a further atft of 
that agency. The letter purports to have contained feveral of 
thefe addy'efles j it purports, and it will appear likewife by the 
proof, to have contained feverd feditious fongs, ftated to have 
been compofed and flmg by Mr. Thelwall at that meeting, which 
we alledge to be another, perhaps a fubordinate and inferior 
branch of that confpiracy which was to bring all the conftituent 
authorities in the country into contempt, fo as to mature the pub- 
lic mind for that great change which we ftate to have been the 
ultimate objeft of the Society. We fubmit to your Lordfhips^ 
that any aft of. Mr. Thelwall's, fo in furtherance of this confpi- 
racy, is evidence againft the defendant. It alfo gives an account 
of the ftate of the other affiliated Societies in different parts of 
the world. I cannot ftate it better than in the hnguage of tlic 
letter : — -" London is not the only place that is alive : Scotland 
*^ is full of liberty bo)rs." Sheffield and many other towns are 
mentioned as being in a ftate of expeftation for that great cataf- 
trojAe which tiiey all looked to about this period* 

2 Mr. 
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Mf\ ErJktHe. Mr, Thelwall appears to have been an agent for 
the publication of* this addrefs, which turns out to be an aft of 
the Society, and to have ended in a dinner at which thefe toafts 
were drank. But the difficulty with me is thi^ ; if they could 
fliew that fongs were aSually fung at this meeting, which fongs 
were indecent, or that they, in your Lordlhip's mind^ or the 
opinion of the Jury, bear at all upon this cafe, I ^ould not oh- 
je<Sl in the fmalleft degree to thefe fongs being read \ hut I very 
much doubt whether any account by Mr. Thelwall of thefe fpngs 
having been fung, can be evidence againft Mr. Hardy. What 
an agent doss is onp thing, what an agent fays has been dope is 
quite another thing ; nor will the conftruftion which Mr. Thel- 
wall may put upon thefe be at all evidence againft Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Thelwall may, notwithftanding he a£ls for thefe Societies, 
have fome view of his own ; not that I impute any fuch to him, 
becaufe I am of Gounfel for him in the Indiftment that will be 
afterwards tried againft him ; but A, B, C, D, E, F,— ^1 the 
letters of the alphabet may meet for objedls which they may all 
league in and be connected together, and if criminal, all crimi- 
nal. But a declaration of one man, fuppofing he drives at any 
particular ohjeft, Jind he mak^s ^fp of any p^ticular language 
to exprefs his mind with rega|"d to that objeft, cannot, I hum-r 
bly fubmit, be evidence againft the prifoner. As far forth moft 
undoubtedly as all the afts of the Society are given in evidence, 
as far forth as any thing has been faid in the prefence of Mr, 
Hardy at meetings he attended, all thefe are evidence againft 
him,' and fo is every thing that Mr. Thelwall does in this par- 
tial agency; for Mr. Garrowhas not eftabliflied him to be the 
univerfal agent of Mr. Hardy, but only has proved him to be the 
agent for procuring the printing of a particular paper, 

Mr. GiHs, We can have no anxiety to refift the evidence that 
is now offered^ except that if it be received we know not where 
it may end. The queftion which your Lordfliips and the Jury 
are now to try, is, whether Mr. Hardy has compafled the King's 
death, and whether he has dpne any of the afts charged in the 
indiftnaent as overt afts irl the profecution of that defign. The 
evideace offered JK)W to, ypur Lordihips to prove this, is, that 
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Mr. Thclwall, who is charged in the indiifanent to have partaken 
in the fame confpiracies that are alledged againft Mr. Hardy, that 
Mr. Thelwall, not by any communication with Mr. Hardy, not 
in confecjuence of any preconceived fcheme between him and 
Mr. Hardy, did write this letter. 

Now with refpeft to any thing that pafled at the meeting at 
which Mr. Hardy was, with refpeft to any thing that was done 
by any other perfon direfted and inftrufted by Mr. Hardy to do 
that thing, we admit that thofe things which pafled at the Society 
in Mr. Hardy's prefcncc, and that any thing which was done 
by another perfon, by the dire6lion of Mr. Hardy, could be 
evidence againft Hardy; but to what point in the indi<3:ment the 
letter written by Mr. Thelwall, which it is not proved that Mr, 
Hardy ever had any knowledge of, is directed, I confefs I can- 
not fee. 

The three quefl:ions are, firfl-, Whether Mr. Hardy compaflTed 
the King's death ; fecond, Whether he committed any of the afts 
which are ftated as overt a<Ss ; and, third. Whether he com- 
mitted, them in the profecution of a defign upon the King's life, 
I take it, that a letter written by Thelwall, without the know- 
ledge of Hardy, cannot be evidence of the ad of Hardy's mind, 
namely, compafling the King's deaths therefore, it cannot be 
evidence upon the firft ground. 

With refpeft to the exiftence of the afts that are laid as overt 
a(9:s, they muft be proved fpccifically upon all the prifoners in the 
indictment. The prefent trial is only of Mr. Hardy. The 
prefent queftion is, Whether he did any of thefe afts. Then 
the declaration of another man, whether by word of mouth or by 
letter, cannot prove the fa£t upon Mr. Hardy. 

Then, fuppofe the afts provedi the third thing to be proved 
is, that the aft was done in the profecution of a defign upon the 
King's life ; then, nothing that is faid, written, or done by a 
third perfon, without the authority of Mr. Hardy, can prove that 
Mr. Hardy meant to produce the efFeft which it is imputed to him 
he meant to produce; namely, the deftruftion of the King. 
Therefore I fubmit, that diis letter written by Mr. Thelwall dqes 
pot apuear to conduce tp the proc^ of either of the three things 
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imputed by this indiftment; namely. That he compaffed the 
King's death ; that he in point of fa£k committed any of the afts 
ftated in the indiftment as overt adls of that defign ; or fuppo- 
fing that he committed them, that any of thefe afts were di- ' 
reded to the defign of compafling the King's death. I fubmit, 
that upon neither of thefe grounds is this letter admiffible agaiaft • 
Mr. Hardy, and therefore ought not to be received in evidence. 
I wifli to repeat, that it is not from any anxiety we feel with 
refpeft to this letter, but becaufe we wifli that a rule fliould not 
be eftablilhed in a cafe upon perhaps indifferent points, as a 
precedent for others that may operate materially in the caufe. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. To whom is the letter ad- 
dreffed ? 

Mr. G arrow. To a perfon of the name of Vellam. 

It certainly is not in my power to judgef of the anxiety of my 
learned friends about the confequences of producing this letter, 
except as that anxiety induces them to objeft to its being read. 
It appears, that they are apprehenfive of the effeft and tendency 
of this letter, becaufe they have made all the obfervations that' 
occurred to them on the effeft and tendency of this letter ; and 
I am fare they will do me the juftice to believe, that I mean no 
offence to them when I fay I cannot difcern any thing that is not 
juftly to be defcribed to be argument upon the effeft and tendency 
pf the letter, which is argument to be addreffed to the Jury. 
We conceive it is fit to be received in evidence, in order to 
convince the Jury that this was done as a part of the agency 
of Thelwall. But if we are not able to make it out in that 
way, we infift that the publifliing by a larger circle that which 
was ordered to be printed for general publication, is dear evi- 
dence, that being in furtherance of the general confpiracy. 

My friends feem to fuppofc that they can limit the afts of 
thofe who are not at prefent at the bar, for confideration to 
things done either by themfelves or their exprefs order. We 
are very much miftaken if that be the rule of law. We humbly 
apprehend, that without previous concert as to the particular faft 
done by A, A, not being then upon his trial, if B, fliould have 
' B b 4. done 
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done the aft, having been proved before -to be a party to the- 
general confpiracy to be carried into efFt;£l by divers means and 
various inftruments, that it is fit to receive evidence of the acls 
of all the parties to that confpiracy, in furtherance of that ge- 
neral defignj for inftance, it is not required that, in order to 
give evidencfej that a confpirator hired his horfe at a particular 
place, the hiring of which v^^ould connect him with the general 
confpiracy, the. ground haying been made, it is not necefiary to 
fliew that he, to the perfon then trying, had communicated that 
he meant to go there to hire a horfe 5 but the facl of his having 
done it is an acceffion to the general purpofes of the confpiracy. 
All the afts of thefe pprfons, limiting it to the objects of the 
confpiracy, not extending it to crimes of anotlier dye or charac- 
ter, but in furtherance of the general defign of the grand con- 
fpiracy, we infift, coming from whom they may, whether it be 
the party upon trial, whether it be in confccuence of the orders- 
given by him, whether communicated before or after, are evi- 
dence receivable, fubjeft undoubtedly to the obfcrvations to be 
made upon their greater or lefTer effeft. 

Lord Chief Jujike Eyrt. I confefs I have great doubt my- 
felf whether this evidence ought to be admitted. I agree, that 
where feveral perfons are proved to be engaged in one general 
confpiracy, that all the tranfacStions of that confpiracy by the 
different parties, may and ought to be given in evidence ; and 
ij: is enough if the party accufed at this time can be proved to be 
privy to that general confpiracy ; for if that is proved, every 
thing that is done by the different parties concerned in it, muft 
be alfo imputed to hini as a part of the tranfaition qf th^t con- 
fpiracy. If I underftaud this letter, it is nothing more than 
Mr. Thelwall's account to a private friend, of a part which he 
had taken refpe£ting this paper, and of his having CQB:\poied 
|bn§s. And I remember another paffage in it, which is very 
material as ^gajnft Thelw^ill, but, in my mind> ihpuld be re- 
ferved till it coines to the time when Tbelwall's own declarja- 
^ions come to t>f proper eyicjence. 

I doub^ whett^^r we ought ^0 ponfider thi$ private fetter, as any. 
^ng more than Mr.Thelw^l'^ declaration i and Thelwall's 
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declaratlbn ought' not to be evidence of ainy thing -vfhidi, 'thougti 
remotely conneSed with this plot, yet ftill does not amount to 
any tranfaftion done in the courfe of the plot, for the further- 
ance of the plot, but is a mere recital of hisj a fort of confef- 
fion of his of fome part that he had taken." It appears to me^ 
that that is not like the evidence which we before admitted of a 
fait done by Mr, Thelwall in carrying the papers and delivering 
them to . the printer, which is a part of the tranfadtion itfelfl 
His account of that tranfa6lion feems to me to ftand quite upon 
a different footing. It feems juft the fame as an ad which ihall 
bind a man, becaufe he is connected with the perfon that did tlie 
aft ; and his declaration, which Ihall not bind him, becaufe it is 
no part of the a£i/, 

Mr. Garrow. He fays, <* You will alfo receive enclofcd kvt-' 
ral copies of Addrefles publifhed by the Society." It is upoa 
that ground I fubmit it to your Lordfliip, 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre, To be fure, as far as the tranfmit 
fion of thefe papers go, it does ftand upon another footing ; but 
I fhould be forry if the letter was to be read for fo immaterial a 
purpofe, as that is only to introduce fomething which in my 
mind ought not to be evidence in this cafj. 

Mr. Juftice Buller, I am ftrongly inclined to think, that this 
letter is evidence, and ought to be received. There are two 
things to be confidered in an indiiStment of this fort. Firft, 
Whether any confpiracy exiftsi next, What fhare the Prifoner 
took in that confpiracy. 

It appears, to me, that when we are confidering the firft 
queftion, any thing that paffed from any perfon who is proved to 
be a party in the confpiracy ought to be received as evidence, and. 
it is received for the purpofe of fhewing what was the extent and 
nature of the confpiracy. Now if the cafe ilood merely upon 
this ground, that Thelwall, one of the confpirators, had faid their 
pbje& was fo and fo, that, I take it, would be evidence ; it has 
been admitted, I conceive, in a variety of cafes that have hap- 
pened upon fimilar queftions with the prefent. In Damaree and 
Purchafe's cafe, evidence was received of what fome of the par- 
ties ll^d done when the Prifoner was not there. The Attorney 
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General fays, I call this witnefs, not to fpeak in particulaF to 
the Prifoner, but to Ihew the intention of the mob. On the 
trial of Lord Southamptoni fomething faid by Lord Eflex, pre- 
vious to the Prifoner's being there, was admitted as evidence. In 
the cafes that have happened in our own time, in Lord George 
Gordon's cafe, evidence of what different perfons of the mob had 
faid, though he was not there, was admitted. In all the cafes at St. 
Margaret's Hill, the feme thing was admitted, and with a view of 
Ihewing what was the delign then on foot, which is a very diftinf^ 
queftion from the queftion of whether the Prifoner was or 
not concerned to the extent that others might have been. As 
Mr. Garrow ftates this letter, it feems to me to have diat efFeft, 
for it fliev/s what fome of the parties at leaft intended by meet- 
ings they had held, and what they propofed to effed. In that 
Kght, therefore, it feems to me to be evidence. But before it 
can afFedt the Prifoner materially, it is neceflary to make out 
another point, namely, that he confented to the extent that the 
others did ; but ftill, while we are upon the queftion as to the 
defign, it appears to me that any thing that has been faid, ftill 
more any thing that has been written by the confpirators, ought 
to be received in evidence, to prove what that defign was. 

Mr. Juftice Grofe. I muft confcfs, I have very great doubts 
upon this fubjeft. The majority of the Court is for rejedting 
the evidence. It does feem to me, I muft confefs, at leaft very 
doubtful whether it ought to be rejected ; for it appears to me, 
that this is evidence of what the parties me^t by what was done 
at a place where both thefe parties were prefent, and both Mem- 
bers of one Society, and profeffedly concerned in one plan ; it is 
therefore very material to hear what either of them fays refpefting 
this plan, for there is no doubt about it that thefe papers are re- 
fpeSing this plan, to fliew the extent of the plan, and the inten^ 
tion, the animus with which thefe people met, and were pubCfh- 
ing thefe papers ; therefore, in that light, I muft confefs, what 
my Brother Buller has faid has ftruck me very much. But, ex*. 
dufivc of that, from the beginning the inclination of my opinion . 
"Was and is, that it is evidence. 
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Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. It is certainly a cafe that has a 
great deal of doubt attending it; but at the fame time I can 
kardly bring my own mind to confider this as falling within Mr, 
Garrow's own definition. It muft be fomething in furtheraince 
of the Gonfpiracy. I agree, that any ad^ done by one, is, to a 
certain extent, imputable to another ; that is, it may be given in 
evidence to (hew the general confpiracy in v/hich he was en-^ 
gaged ; but an a<ft done, appears to me to be different from the 
mere relation rf it by another perfon, a mere relation of what 
pafled given by one in a private letter to another. I have much 
doubt whether it is evidence that ought to be received, I amj 
myfelf, inclined to reject it, 

Mr, Baron Hotham, I am of the fame opinion as my Lord 
Chief Juftice and my Lord Chief Baron, I do not think this is 
evidence fit to be received, I do not think it is a part of the 
tranfaction of the plan to be carried into execution. I confider 
it as a mere relation of what has pafled, which, if it is to aff"e(9; 
the prifoner, ought to be confined to the real h£t diat happened 
at the time to which this relation alludes, However, there is no 
evidence to prove that what is ftated for a fa£t in this letter, 
by which the Prifoner is to be implicated, aftually did. hap-* 
pen. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. After having heard my Lord Chief 
Baron and my brothers upon it, I really am of opini^ that it is 
too queftionable to be received as evidence, e^fcept upon the 
ground laft ftated by Mr, G arrow, upon which if he infifts on 
|t, it muft be received. 

Mr, Garrow. Certainly not. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre. In the cafes of Damaree and Lord 
George Gordon, the cry of the mob at the time made a part of 
the faft, of the tranfaction, therefore I have no doubt that fuch 
evidence ought to be received ; but I confefs I have fo great a 
^oubt upon the adipifl^bility of thi^ letter, that I prefer re- 
iefting it. 

Mr, SoliciUr General My Lord, I fliould have no idea of 
preffing this, but merely with a view to fimilar queftions whicH, 
fqay ^rifer-rrr-r-TR 

' . Mr. 



( 368 ) 

ATr, Erjkhic. I'hcy will be difcuflcd when they ariD. 

Lord Chic fjujl tee Eyre, Corrcfpondence very often makes a 
part of the tranfaclion, and where corrcfpondence makes a part 
of the tranikdlion, the correfpojid jnce of one man who is a party 
in a confpiracy, would undoubtedly be evidence, correfpondence 
in furtherance of the plot : a corrcfpondence of a privare nature, 
a mere relation of what had been done, appears a different thing. 

Mr. Garrow. My Lord, I now propofe to read a letter upon 
the principle of its being a correfpondence between one of the 
perfons proved to have been a party in the confpiracy, and ano- 
ther perfon at a diftant part of the kingdom, likewife proved to 
be a party in the conlpiracy : it is a letter from Mr. Martin, after 
the dinner at the Globe Tavern, to Mr, Margarot, who was at 
that time in cuftody in the l^olbooth, at Edinburgh, having 
been one of the perfons apprchejided by the magiftracy at Edin- 
burgh, as a part of that Britifli Convention whom the magiftracy 
difperfed. The letter is, in terms, calculated to excite the fpirit 
of the brethren of the North: it, likewife, contains a declaration 
of the univerfal approbation of the condu£l of thofe delegates in 
the North, and it ftates other circumftances of a public nature ;— - 
the manner In which his Majefty had met bis Parliament, as it is 
ftated— the manner in which his Majefty is ftated by this writer 
to have l)cen received by the people, and infulted, and bis life 
endangered, as this writer ftates it, ftill going on with a view td 
excite and encourage them in a diftant part of the kingdom, by 
difleminating the fame dofirines, which, in London, thefe people 
difleminated. 

Mr. Erfnine, I apprehend that this letter, upon no principle, 
can be evidence ; I (ball not draw the Court at all into the con- 
ftrudlion of the ftatute of King Edward the Third, at this mo- 
ment ; the prifoner is upon his deliverance, on the general iftue, . 
and I fliall addrefs your Lordftiips and the Jury, upon that fubje&, 
in due feafon : at prefent, I fliall content myfelf with faying 
what has been faid twice to-day already ; firft in the morning by 
myfelf, afterwards by my friend who fits by mc, that this, is 
an indi6tment for compaffing and imagining the death of the 
King i and that tlicrc are overt-afts ftated in the indiflment, 

which 
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^vhich are laid as a£ls done in purfuance of, and in accomplifh- 
fnent of — or to ufe die language of the indi£l:ment, to fulfil the 
traitorous intention, which is the charge upon the record. ' 

It is impoflihle for my friends to go further than to contend, 
hy thefe aiSh, that they involve in themfelves, as they are pleafed 
to fay, a forcible fubverfion of the government of the country, 
which would involve in it as a confcquence, die death of the 
King, and that therefore it is an overt-aft, or, in other words, 
relavant evidence to prove the criminal intention,* which is the 
iubjeft matter of this indiftment. But your Lordfhips permit, 
and ought to permit, I allow, any other afts of the prifoner, to 
be given in evidence, which decyphcr his mind to the Jury ; any 
expreflions of his own, any thing that he has faid, any thing that 
he has done, which points dire£tly and relevantly to the purpofe 
of this indictment ; for I hope your Lordlhips will never ceafe to 
r^olleft, that the crime charged upon the record, is the com- 
paiEng the death of the King, and diat the overt-a<S is the meani 
the defendant is charged to have made ufe of in the accomplifh- 
ment of that criminal and dcteftable purpofe. 

Then let us fee the danger of allowing the letter of a man, who 
is not charged even upon this record, as a confpirator with the 
prifoner at the bar : Mr. Mar,tin has had a bill found againft him, 
which of courfe we know nothing of^ — ^we only read of it in the 
newfpapers ;' but we, who are of Counfel for the prifoner, are 
Counfel for him as having engaged in a confpiracy with the 
other prifoners now in Newgate, and v/Ith other perfons to the 
Jurors unknown, for the purpofe of accomplifhing this deteftable 
purpofe of deffroying the King ; and your Lordfhips will fee 
what a pretty piece of work you are cutting out for yourfelves, 
if this evidence be admitted. Any thing that Mr. Martin fays,, 
or writes, can, upbn no principle of common fenfe (to leave 
law Out of the queftlon,) be confiJered as evidence to criminate 
any body, except as he is a member of the Correfponding Society, 
which, by the bye, he Is not yet proved to be 

Mr. Gar row. Davifon proved that he v.ras a member. 

Mr, Erjkine. We will take Mr. Martin, for argument fake, 
to be a member of the Correfponding Society. I fhall be glad 

to 
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to know upon what principle can your Lordfhips go out of thd[ 
ovcrt-a£ls charged in the indictment ; upon what principle upon 
earth can you go beyond evidence of the direct confpiracy 
charged upon the defendant, but upon this wholefome ground^ 
which we do not ft/Wid h^re to coiitradiiS, namely, that any 
thing Yiiiich can deefyphcr the mind of ths prifoner to the Jury^ 
from whence they can coUeft that he intended the d^th of the 
King, may be evidence againft him j then, according to that^ 
any members of the Coricfponding Society whom you could 
have brought together when Mr, Hardy was not fpeaking of the 
King, when he was not reviling the King, or attempting any 
thing that could lead to his Majefty's death, unlefs, according to 
the argument v/hich we heard at large, yefterday^ of certain con- 
fequences which were to arife from the Repref^ntation of the 
People in Parliament — ^it would render that innocent man at the 
bar, as I have a right to ftyle him until the Jury have pronounced 
a contrary verdict — it would make him anfwerable for every 
wicked thing that any man has faid, or that any man has 
written. 

I colleft from what fell from Mr. Garrow, but fiill mores 
from the opening of this letter, yefterday, by the Attorney- 
General, that Mr* Martin writes, in fome flippant manner, of 
a patten being thrown at his Majefty, upon his return from A/V 
Parliament (which, by the bye, is the ftyle and language of the 
law, for it is his Parliament) ; but, if Mr. Martin choofes to 
exprefs himfclf in a contemptuous manner either of the iting or 
of his Parliarhent, and if that is to be evidence to decypher the 
mind of any body, it is evidence to decypher the mind of 
Mr. Martin, not of Mr. Hardy. Does not common fenfe, 
common honour, and common juftice, revolt alike at it- We 
have got names we cannot help, becaufe in a court of juftice 
we fometimes talk of a plot and fometimes of a confpiracy ; but 
I fay, that all that has been laid before your Lordfliips to-day 
and yefterday, amounts no matter to what : I am not to pro- 
nounce the law, it is tlie Court — but amounts to an aflembly of 
^ great number of people in different parts of this ifland, all pur-' 
fuing one purpofe. Your Lordlbips will rccolleci, that the 

confpiracy. 
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Gonfpiracy, if it is to be called a cfonfpiracy, does not exifl: in 
the members of the Correfponding Society alone, for the accom- 
plifhment of this purpofe ; they correfponded with Sheffield— 
they correfponded with Manchefter, with Leeds^ with Norwich, 
with Dumferline, with Edinburgh, and with a great number of 
other places. According to the doflrine now contended for, the 
declaration of every man, not the declaration of what his obje£l 
'was — it has not been ftated that any of them faid, " The objeft 
*' of all our meetings is to deftroy the King j*' but if any abfur<4 
intemperate man, drunk or fober, choofes to utter an expreffion 
contemptuous of the King, that is to be evidence to decypher 
Mr. Hardy's mind. I do not ftand up to approve of any man's 
uttering any contemptuous expreffion of the fort ; but if Mr. 
Martin has uttered fuch an expreffion, when Mr. Martin is upon 
his trial, the good fenfe of the Jury will confider how far fuch an 
expreffion as that will weigh as againft him ; but I enter my folemh 
proteft againft this being given as evidence to aiFeft Mr. Hardy. 
My Lords, I muft needs do fo, when I heard an expreffion im- 
puted ycfterday in the opening, by the Attorney-General, in 
this caufe, to another perfon. — Suppofe, for inftance, any man 
of all that fociety, ihould fay an intemperate, an abfurd, or a 
criminal thing : why now, for inftance, fuppofe a man takes the 
head off a pot of porter, and fays, I fliould like to cut off the 
heads of Kings, fhould I not know what the context was : muft 
I not know what Kings they were fpeaking of, whether fpeaking 
of thofe Kings which he might think allied together for a purpofe 
deftruftive to the principles of juftice and humanity, or whether 
he meant any thing that could lead even to an idea of the King 
of Great-Britain. 

But fuppofing any men connefted in a fcheme for the Reform 
of Parliament ; I will fuppofe it in the cafe of honourable men, 
who meet in a fociety (of which I am a member) for the pur- 
pofe of a Reform of Parliament, for any thing I know, if th^ 
papers of that fociety were laid before your Lordfliips, there 
might be found expreffions in them which your Lordfhips might 
think intemperate expreffions, which you might think illegal— 
expreffions which you might think ought not to be ufed ; and as 

far 
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far as your Lordfhips could impute any of thefe expreflions to 
me, if they could be feirly imputed that v/ould be one thing : — 
But, goD(} God ! what man could ever enter himfelf into any 
Jbciet}' for any one obje6t whatever, if the language and if the 
writings of every individual compofing that fociety could be 
given in evidence againft him. 

I would only afk where this is to ftop ; bccaufe I have a right 
lo fay, if Mr. Martin is to be confidered to be the decypherer of 
the mind of Mr. Hardy, flien I muft enter into a defence of the 
iiiind of Mr. Martin : 1 muft call witnefles to Mr. Martin's 
charafter ; for, if there is any objeftion to that, I have taken 
the pains in preparing for this momentous trial, to look from 
the earlieft period of our hiftory down to the prefent hour, 
through all the queftions that have been put to witnefles with 
regard to the declaration of theii^ fentimenis of perfons accufed, 
for the purpofe of their exculpation. Can you go the length of 
hlaking a declaration of Mr. Martin's contemptuous behaviour 
towards the King evidence not only to (hew that he thought 
lightly of the King, but that every other man did, who met 
for another purpofe*, and for another end ? 

Is It meant to be gravely faid here, that if perfons meet toge- 
ther for the accomplifhment of a purpofe, which purpofe appears 
by the evidence to be what I have no tight to fay, becaufe until 
your Lordfhips and the Jury decide, whether it is to obtain a 
fair Reprefentation oF the People in Parliament by conftitutional 
means, or whether it is any thing elfe, what quality the law 
fliall annex to it, is matter I will not break in upon, for various 
reafons, at this moment. As the prlfoner ftands accufed of com- 
pafHng the death of the King, every thing he has done himfelf, 
every thing done in his prefence, every thing faid in his prefence, 
to which he may be fuppofcd to aflent, by continuing to meet the 
fame perfons again, is to be received in evidence. Now, for 
inftance, if Mr. Martin had faid this in the prefence of Mr. 
Hardy, and afterwards he is found living with Mr. Hardy, it 
might be faid fo far Hardy might be confidered as approving the 
conduft of Mr. Martin. I undcrftand this to be a letter found.j 
1 do not know where, for that is not even ftated. 

Mr. Garrow. 
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. Mr. Garrofw^ It is a ktter addreffcd to Margarot, at Edla* 
burgh, he being a miilionary from this fociety. 

Lord ChUf JuJUce Eyre. Where was it found ? what i^ 
the fea ? 

Mn Whiter It was not found among his papers, but we fliall 
prove it to be Martin's hand- writing. 

Mri Erjkine^ Suppofe, inftead of being a letter to Margarot, 
it had been a letter to Hardy liimfclf, it would not be evidence ; I 
cannot help a man's writing a letter to mc — the poft may bring 
it, and it may be found in my cuftody ; if any man were to write 
a letter to me by the poft, containing matters I highly dilapproved, 
your Lordlhips could not criminate me becaufe this letter was 
foimd in my cuftody. 

I wilhthistobeconfidered, in order for your Lordfliips to fee 
the extent to which dils bufinefs is opened. We are now fac 
advanced in the {econd day, upon an indictment for compaffing 
tlie death of the King \ and, if your Lordfhips look through the 
ftate trials, from the beginning of our hiftory to the prefent time, 
you will find what has been remarked by the Court, that it has 
never been neceffary to have recourfe to the expedients employed 
laft night, by the indulgence of the Court, in a cafe of High 
Treafon* In the cafe of Elizabeth Canning, I underftand it was 
done. But, if diis field of evidence is to be gone into, I proteft 
I cannot fee when this will end, becaufe I am fure that your 
Lordfhips will do impartial juftice, and, therefore, if this letter 
of Mr. Martin's is to be read, Mr* Martin, of courfe, muft be 
allowed to explain it. If the Crown can give the letter in evi- 
dence, becaufe Mr. Martin happened to be a member of the 
London Correfponding Society, every man's letters, who was a 
.member of any of thefe focieties, which were in correfpondence 
together (for your Lordihip will recoiled, that the confpirators, 
if there are any, are all who have been moving to this purpofe by 
.afliliated focieties), their bureaus might be broke open, their 
letters intercepted at the poft-o£Bce, or be felzed upon by the 
magiftracy, and your Lordihip might, have to read the corre- 
fpondence of ev^ry man in thefe focieties ; I wiiQi to know that, 
becaufe it may be material, and I may withdraw my objeftion. 
' C c Shall 
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ShaD I, in my tttm^ be aOowed to produce the tetters of all tlie 
members of thefe focieties to their friends ? Certainly not ; it 
Would be abiurd and fooHih to cxpcftit: therefore, upon e very- 
principle of law, I objed to this letter of Mr. Martin's being 
read, unle6 it can be fhewn that his letter is connefted with 
fomething that Mr* Hardy and he have done togedier, and diat it 
can be brought home to Mr. Hardy, that he knew die fa& con- 
tained in that letter, and that it was ibmething done in the fur- 
Aeranoe and accomplifliment of a conspiracy between diem, I 
certainly muft obje& to any improper expreiiions in this letter 
being imputed to Mr. Hardy-^I objeft to its being given in 
evidence- 

Air, Gibbs. After this point has been fo ably argued by Mr^ 
Erflcine, I can add but very litdc i but this I muft fey, that it 
feems to be offering this letter with an endeavour to bring before 
your Lordflilps precifely the feme qucftion again. If I took what 
your Lordfliip feid accurately, when the decifion was given upon 
the laft point, and that evidence was rejcfted, your Lordihip 
feid, that in Damaree's cafe, and in Lord George Gordon's cafi^ 
it was true, that the declarations of perfons when the prifimers were 
hot prefent, were received in evidence ; but they were received fbr 
diis reafon, becaufe they had been prefent at the coHeftionof the 
mob, and, during the riots of dtofe mobs, in the tranfefHons of 
which it was endeavoured to implicate the prifoners c—nrtiat they 
declared vdliile they were in adtion, was admiffibte evidence, to 
Ihew what tHe object of thefe infarre£tions was^ and dierefore it 
was received i but your Lordfhips have never determined, t^ 
diat which was declared by a perfon unconneAed widi the pri^- 
foner at die bar, except as he may, at particular occafions, have 
been brought into his company, could in any cafe be received as 
evidence. 

I underftand die line to be diis c when a man i$ indiffed for 
that which is done by a great coIle£Hon of meii :d9embled to* 
gether, and he is prefent at fome times and abfent at odiers, the 
declarations of odier men aAing with him in that very a£t ftr 
which he is indited, are admiffible evidence to fiiew what die 
ofajeA-of that aflembiy was : But why was die htter laft oSereit 
2 rejefted? 
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reje(SliKl ? For this re^jl, becauib it coniaiji^ a relation of 
b£tsy which relation of h&s the prifoner was not cpgnieant of; 
he did not know that tSxk faAs \irere fo rdated: What is the 
prefintt leuer } I afked to fee k beibre 1 addrefied your Lordfhips t 
I was tdd I muft not fee itj that it was irregular ; from ^A^iat I 
have coUeded of it, it is no more than the laft letter : it contains 
a rehtion of htSts^ and then they would add to it^ that the obje£l 
ef this relation of &AS) was to keep up tiie fpiirite of a per(bn at 
£dinbur^$ if I underftood the argument, that was die drift 
of it. 

Mr. Gerrnth It was ftated to be an excitation in termis. 

Mr^ Gibbs% Certainly; I am arguing und^ great difficulties t 
my obje(S was, to ihew diat this is the fame queftion which you^ 
Lordfeips have decided upon the former argument 5 I dcfired to 
fee die letter before I addrefled my argument to your Lordlhipjr, 
which may certainly be all mere air, if I am miftaketi iH the fihSl ( 
I was told in point ^f regularity, I could not fee the letter, and 
dKrefore I can only argue it upon the recdkdion df what was 
lodely ibrtcd : it might be fo intended, in the mind of the writef 
erf it, to keep up the fpirits of Mr. Margarot ? But was that 
ebje£k communicated to the prifoner ? Did he mean that thofe 
fa£ks ihould be fo related i The real objeft for p^ducing this 
letter^ is this — that the reprefentation of hSts contained in that 
kfter, by the writer of it ( wid in the writing of which letter ^tat 
prifoner is not in any refpe^ implicated), diat the narration of 
&fts by fte writer of the letter^ fhould be fixed upon the pri- 
foner ; that v^hatever the Writer of diat letter has improvJdehfly^ 
feielifUy, rafhly, o(r I wiH bf uhlaWfuHy exprefled ifi Aat letter^ 
fliat rafihiefs, fisHy, or iltegsdity,' may be fixed upon Mr. Hardy. 
it feeins to me, that this cafe comes dire&ly within thei^it of 
your Lordflrips dccifion upon the laft argumcht. 

Cafes were flated upon the laft argument, in which the-decla** 
rations df dilrd perfonS were received ag^inft a prifo>ner v but it 
Was oY&f in cafes where the prifoner wSis ihdr^d for joining iii 
Ae ad of a multitude, where perfons are fometimes prefent and 
fi)metimes ahfent ; a part of that nlidtitude, at the time the/ wer^ 
BftflAwfiiHy colleftcdj ftrf whkh unhiwfal cdleifiqn die ^fone* 

C C 2 . WM 
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ivas amctog others indiiaed ; part of them had dcdafed what Wa« 
their obje<ft, I agree that may be evidence againft a prifoner^ 
and he muft exculpate himfelf if he can ; but that a letter fliould 
be evidence againft Mr. Hardy, which he ntvex faw, and for a 
purpofe to which he never acceded, feems to me againft all law, 
^d I am fure that it is againft all jufticc ; for the objeft of this 
indiftment is to try the mind of Mr. Hardy — to try whether he 
did in his mind compafs the death of the King. And furely, juf- 
ticc does not require that that which is proved to prefs in die mind 
of one man fhould fix a fmiilarity of fentiment in the mind of 
^inother, who neither dire£ied the letter to be written which is 
offered in evidence, nor ever afterwards knew that the letter was 
written, which letter too never was received. 

Afr, Solicitor General. I will trouble your Lordfhip with a 
very few words upon this point, and, I truft, your Lordfliip will 
be of opinion that it is unqueftionably evidence. Certain perfbns 
are indiiSled for endeavouring to procure a Convention to be 
aifembled to fubvert the Legiflature, rule and government, now 
duly and happily eftablilhed in this kingdom, and other overt- 
z£t$ of the fame tendency. No^y upon the very principle which 
has been juft ftated by Mr. Gibbs, it appears to me that this is 
evidence. The principle which is ftated by Mr. Gibbs is, that 
that which is declared by confpirators, whilft in aiSion, is evi- 
dence againft thofe who were rK)t prefent at the time, as well as 
againft thofe who were prefent at the time ■ 

Mr. Gibbs. I beg your pardon, I would not have you take my 
argument impr#perly ; I did not fay confpirators in a<^n, but 
I (aid that where a number of men are indicted for a£b of vio- 
lence in which they unite, and the prifoner is fometimes prefent 
and fometimes abfent, that what is ftated by fome of thofe per« 
fons who are faid to co-operate with him in fome of thofe afts of 
violence may be evidence. 

- Mr. Solicitor General. I am very little capable of diftinguifh- 
ing between what I ftated and what Mr. Gibbs now fays. I 
take this to be a declaration of confpirators in the progrefs of 
their conspiracy, and I take that to be exaftly the diftin<9ion 
between this cafe, and that which your Lordflilps have determin- 
ed, 
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t>4 with refpeft to which it is my duty to fubmit to the judgment 
of the cx)urt. That was a letter addreffed to a perfon, whom we 
hare not fhewn to be, in any degree, involved in the confpiracy, 
to a Mr, Vellam ; whereas this is a letter, addreffed by Mr, 
Martin, who is proved to be Chairman of the meeting, on the 
20th of Jahuary, to Maurice Margarot, who was the deputy 
from the Correfponding Society, at the Convention which was 
held at Edinburgh 5 it is, therefore, a converfatfon, by letter, 
between two perfons who Were parties to the confpiracy, if there 
exifted any confpiracy ; for, in all thefe cafes, the firft queftion 
your Lordfhips and the jury will have to confider, is the 
exiftence of a Confpiracy, and the objefl: of that confpiracy; 
a/id then, whether the perfon charged vi^s party to diat con* 
fpiracy. 

' Now for the purpofe of fliewing the exiftence of a confpiracy, 
and for the purpofe of {hewing what the views of the con(pirators 
were ; how far they went, converfations of thofe confpirators 
totally diftin6); from the prifoner, have conftantly been admitted 
io be given in'^vidence. In the cafe of my Lord Stafford, which 
was a profecuti<Hi, by impeachment in parliament, for High 
Treafon, in compaffing the death of the King, and proceeding to 
great length; the evidence that was firft given was (imply, and 
only of the general plot, by perfons who were capable, as they 
afterwards proved by their teftimony, of bringing that Treafon 
fpecifically home to Lord Stafford; they were not examined to 
that point at firft, but were examined fimply, and 6nly to the 
general plot; one thing which they proved in the courfe of that 
evidence, with refpeft to the general plot, I will flate to your' 
LordiHips; it was a difcourfe between Anderton, Champion, 
Green, and feveral other perfons, with which Lord Stafford had 
Qo fort of ^onne(5tion whatever, in which thofe perfons told the 
witnefs, that there would be a great alterati(Hi in England, e'er 
long; that die King was*an heretic, and mi^t be deftroyed; 
that theyindiiftrioufly preadied this doctrine, and that die Duke 
of York was widi them. Evidence was given of thefe con^ 
vernations* Who were the perfons that held theib converfations i 
They were not i>crfon3 . included in the hupeacfainent of Lord 
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^uflSord, Imt peribns to^iriioin it va$ imputed that diey mrere in 
the common and general confpiracy, which was diarged te exift, 
for the purpde of the reftoration of the Roman Catholic Rdigion 
in diis country, an(| for the purpose of depoilpg &e King, and 
fubverting the Go^mment of the country. The manner in 
which Serjeant Mayn^d ftates the evidence which was to be 
given, feems to me to be perfefUy clear. He %s, ^ This is a 
^ treafon of a fa&on, and of a general party in the nation $ 
^ 'tis not this or that Lord, but a great number ) *tis not this 
^ or that Lord t]^t is mentioned in the articles, but die con^ 
^ fpiracy is of a great £i£tioiK This do we think, and tfa^ 
^ makes us fo e^neft to prefs the genend before your Lor^Uups^ 
*^ that we may give ^ti$fa£bion to your Lordihips, and die MMorld| 
*' what this plot hath been, and how carried on every where. 

^ My Lords, the confequcnce of that is very gilsat j fi)r, my 
^ Lords, if there were a general defign, and a ^oeral plot, as 
^^ clearly there was, (omc were to and: in Spain, and |bme iq 
^ France ', tome in €^x places i f<xne in Irdand, Scotland, and 
^ England, and a great, number of Jefuits, (we have a natter of 
<^ thirty i^ ciisde about this bufinefe) I &y, my Lords, if it be fia^ 
^ if one a^ioB be in one place, and another in another^ yet if there 
*^ be a common coi^ent to ac^omplifti this ploi^ then what Ae 
*^' one does is the nS; of all> and the a£t of alt is the a^ of every 
^ <me. 

'^ My Lords, the perions were many, and the places and time^ 
*^ npany tiiey ^ed in, and the dcfigns which they were to ac^ 
^^ complilih, and the means wherewitb they were to accomfdiAi 
*« them were many too.'* 

My Lord^ in the cafe of Lord Lovat, the lame ixt of 
chorine Is laid ddwx) with refpe£k to die evidenee4-«**The So^ 
licitair General, of that time fiiys, ^ It is neceffiMjT diercfi»re^ 
^^ by general eyuleiace, to fliew thsd; Acre have been fych pfata 
<^ and conj^tracies aa the Commons afiert, and the^ to s£Ee6^ the 
*^ futMe Lerdat dve bar, by proper evidence, widi being ccm-^ 
H cesnedin tftiefe plots^"^ It was io, he ikys, in Loid Sta0brd's 
ctfe, and at tke <^ triak at bw of the perfons aocuTcd of having 
*^ been iQ the iams! {{kt, the Ime cnet^ 
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^ aiid liaUe to 00 juft obje^on, in many trials after die 
*' Rcvolutioo," 

This was fiud upon an obJ6£tion that was taken ta ^6 

evidence of Mr« Murray, of Broughton. — Mr. Murray ffo^ 

ceeded in his relation of the confpiracy ; a^d <Hie part of 4io 

evidence which he then gave wa$» that L<M'd Traquair t^ui 

jjiforaied him^ that a Mr. Drummond had carri^ over to Paris 

a memorialt and % lift of all the Gentlemen in ScQdand> wha 

would fupport the Pretender; that be had converftd with 

Drununoad; tfaat Drummond was dien in Edinburgh, and 

propofed that he ^ould have a meeting with him| dial 

lie had a meeting with* Drummond, who repeated much die 

iame dung, and iaid he h^d been extremely well received by 

die Cardinal ; diat is. Cardinal Fleury.--<-Several odier parts.of 

bis evidence were to the iame tendency. — ^What w^s this but 

givtf^ evidence of conversations between two conipirators upon 

the fubjed of the plot, for the purpofe of ihewing what was die 

nature, tendency, and oljeds of the plot, and what were th« 

riews of the feveral perions who were concerned in iu 

: Widi fubmiffion to your LordOiips, |his letter is evidence 

mpon die iame gixmnd.r— It is evidence, ^uo animoi Mr. Mamn 

a&ei,^^l do not mean to iay, it is dired evidence, quo anf nio» 

Mr. Hardy a£led, but it is die nature of aU plots that dus iibrt 

of evidence fhould be given j feveral perfons are concerned; 

they are brought into one engagement ^ fome of thiem may 

certainly have views lefs culpable than others, but ftill for the 

purpofe of a jury determining what is the guilt of the particular 

perfon charged, the views, the intentions, declared by conver- 

^tfion, at wdl as odierwife, of die feveral perions concerned in 

the plot, and eipeciaUy when it happens to be oonver&donn be» 

4mm. two of the perions concerned in die ploc^ which, widi 

iiteiifton, a letter from one of the perfcos engaged in it, to 

^anoAer of duife pei6ns is, dien I fulmut, that it is a matter 

wUcfa may fiurly and propedy be given in evidence, confiftent 

-with die determinadon your Lordihips have made, and upon the 

very ft>wndation» duit it if what pa&s between perfons engaged 
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in a confpiracy, while the confpiracy is in its procefs tovwanls 
that conclufion, which we fubmlt the confpirators had in view. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. It is not on account of the importance 
of this particular piece of evidence that I take die liberty of 
addreffing a very few words to your Lordlkips, upon the fubjeft 
of the objection that has been made, but from an impreffion of 
the very great importance of the principle upon which this ob- 
je£Uon may be decided, and die extenfive application of it to 
other cafes that may in fiiture occur. 

In order to undorftand the objedion, it is neceflory to ftate the 
ground upon which this evidence is offered j and I conceive that 
a great part of die argument of my learned friend, who very 
ingenioufly ftated this objeftlon at firft, is anfwered by a con- 
fideration of the ground upon which this evidence is offered} for 
I do not conceive, and I, for onfe, do not offisr die evidence to* die 
Court upon the ground, that the idle expreffions of Mr. Martiq 
refpeding the King, — ^diat the relation of an accidental fa& that 
happened in the Park, widiin Mr, Martin's knowledge, refpeding 
the King, is any evidence at all againft the prifoner; but it is 
upon fliis ground that a part of that letter whidi we offer in 
evidence is alledged to relate, and your Lordfhips, when it is 
read, will find that it does relate to an aA done by the' con-» 
fpirators, as it is contended, in the furtherance and proiecudon 
of that confpiracy which is by the ixidiffanent imputed to the 
prifoner. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Be fo good as ftate a littje mom 
particularly what that is. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. It is a ftatement from one of the coive 
fpirators, who had been in the chair at the meeting of diofe whom 
we call die confpiratofrs, held, as it has been allec^ed, for the 
purpofe of furdiering the views of that confpiracy— it is a ftate«> 
ment of that confpirator to another perfon, alledged to be a 
confpirator of what paffed at that meeting, fo heId.-^Now the 
charge againft the prifoner is the compai&i^ the King's deadii 
by means of a confpiracy, to overturn the conftituted au- 
dipriiics of the State, and the Qovernment of the country) under 
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colons of a profeilcd ddign oply to make a r^fonn in parlia« 
mentary repr^fentsMion, and to correal abufes in one branch of 
the Legislature; — a defiga which, purfued by ihnogent and proper 
means, might poffibly be either .whdly innocent, or amount to a,. 
guilt infinicely lefs dian that which is charged by this indi&ment ; 
but when fuch aiconipiracy as is imputed to ^e prifoner, h. 
alledged to be carried on under colour of fuch a pret^^t, many qf 
ikc%&s of tbofe confpimtors muft, in their nature, be equivocal^ 
wd admit of di£Ferent conftru<9ions^*-^How are ^fe conftrUc^m 
tions.tP be collected? — How is that ambigifity ^o be r^mov^?. 
But by views of the conduA and <]ecIarations of (he perfoot 
pledged to be in the confpiracy itielf. — 'It is upcHi that ground, 
and that alone, that this is fubmitted to the court as the ft^temenC 
of the proceedings, at a meeting by one cpnfpirator to another 
confpirator, implicated in the genera) defign, but not prefejit.at 
that meeting. — ^It feems to me, that there is no kind pf evidence 
that can tend more diredtiy to develope the real intention of db? 
parties in the tranfa£tion, than that fpecies of evidence which 
is now oiFered,— fl do not mean to contend, that the letter, vihm 
read, which I have caft my eye over, will itfelf go any grpa^. 
length in efieduating that purpofe, but the nature of the evidence; 
is fuch as may be important, perhaps, in oth^ i: inft^nces, much 
more fo than the prefent i and the pfinpi^e is extenfive in ita 
application, not only to the trials upon the prefent occafion, b^ 
thofe that may hereafter occur in this country, and at times wh^ 
this trial may become a precedent to pofterity. 

The grounds upon which this evidence is offered to die coiirt^ 
feem to me to fdl dire£Uy within the principle of the Earl of 
Stafford's cafe; but, even if it could be diftiijiguiflied from otheir 
cafes, I think it cannot be diftingui(hed from the cafes of 
Demaree and Lprd George Gordon; and the diftindion that 
lias been attempted between an a£): of violence, or any other atS^ 
in furtherance of a confpiracy, I confefs I do not feel much the 
force of. — This comes fo completdy within the principle of 
Lord George Gordon's cafe, that it is impoilible, without holding 
•thtt cgfe not to l^ laWs to rt\e6k this ^vidence^ 
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- Totir Ldrdfhips ^ll pardon me for having made tfaele cMsr« 

vations $ it was merely from the importonoe of die principle, 

and not from the leaft idea^ that the tetter, when read, wiQ be 

thought to be Tery much in itfelf. 

• Mr. Bearcrofi. I make no apcdogy for troubling your Lord* 
fl&ips with a few obfervations upcm this point; it is a cafe of very 
great importance ; and when I fay that I am Aire I fliall be 
vnderftood, &at I do not ftand up to fpeak df the importanoe 
of it, becaufe I am likely to give any exuacn-dinary affiftanoe, 
but, inafmuch as it is of fo great and general infqx)rtance^ l^ 
therefore, feel it my duty to attempt to do it in die beft way I 
«an.-«I fhaD, in d6ing it, avoid two things: J will not attempt 
to break into^ or controvert, the rule that has been already laid 
down by the court, as I underftand it — ^I wiH w)t repeat a fyllablc 
diat teis been faid by the learned gendeman befi»!e me««'*4>utl 
diink I can add atiother obfervation upon this letter, which would 
oidde it to be read. 

When I fiiy I will not controvert the rule laid down, as .1 
mderftand it, I wiih to ftate, in order that I may be cor^eAed, 
if I mifunderftand it, how I fuppofe it tohsnre been laid doi^,-^ 
$& I imdefftand it^ it was decided, by die authority of die court, that 
a mere hanpation ef fimple fe^ that have pofled is not admi£ibfe 
evidence.-^! thii& that cannot wdl be difputed ; my fauadiile 
ju^ment ct^rteinly goes widi diat decifion, if it is carried no. 
furdier;*^ut when a queftion of evidence, and of great extent 
and importance, is before the court, I hare been always taligfat^ 
diat die way to decide upon die competency and-admiffibtlity of 
diat evidence is to confider, — ^What is the queftion trying ?^^ 
Againft whom is die leftlmony offered f-^-What is die natme 
of it ? — To what purpofe is it adduoed? 

Now I underftand, or I am grofely mift^en in the wiioie'of 
diis proceeiKng, that tke objed of it is to diew, that the prifeoer 
at the bar is guilty of high trealbn, of the fpeeies charged ia fSm 
indi^fanent, by the means, and by overt afts, which amount to a 
confpiracy, with many others, to cairy that treafianiMe iment 
into cxccutton; diat is the nature of d»e charge.-— The con- 

fequence 
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feiquonce I concme mcfft cicarlj to be du8, diat tlunigh it is an 
indidment for high tregibn, yet, becaufe that high treafon is ta 
be earned into execution bj liie means of acoofptracy, that all 
^ evidence which will, by law, be admiffible upon the trial of 
a minx confpuracy, a confpiracy not treafonable^ will be admiffible 
)ikewife upon the prefen^ enquiry. 

Now, my Lords, I take it to be a fettled nile in die trial of 
M indi^fanem ibr a confpiracy of every kind, that when once 
you have eftablifhed, that the prifoner at the bar has confpire^ 
together with others^ not then upon trial, in the indifiment— >« 
|iay, I go further, not diarged in the indi£biient-^When I (ay 
eftaUiihed, I do not mean eftaUiilied decidedly, that they are 
guilty of tiie.confpiracy, but that there is evidence admiffihle, 
^ to be laid before the jury, upon which they are to exercib 
their ju^gmen^^then I have g right to give in evidence the afis 
^f others, fo conne(%(d 

My Lord, it cannot be difputed, that fome evidence to provQ 
^ confpiracy is in the poflefiion of the court ; nay, it is in die 
jpoficffion of the jury; for it cannot be in pofieffion of die court, 
without being in poiTeffion of the jury; they have heard it, of 
courfe, as it has been admitted.-^We have got dnis far, that 
Ae prifiasier at Ae bar was engaged in a confpiracy, together wid| 
Martin and Marg9n>t-<->diey two correfponded by letter*— ithejp 
two converfed^ in writings as has been rightly ftated by Mr« Soli-* 
citor General, 

' What is Ae objeS of the confpiracy?— We contend it is 
to overturn the Government, and depofe the King, wherebjp 
|t is ofavipDis, to any common underflanding, that the life of tho 
King is in danger^ — ^Now I contend| therpfbre, widi the iitmoft 
deferens to d^e courts that this letter is competent evidenotv-<t ' 
90 maittef how hr it extends, or how ibort it goes — if it goe« 
^y ftep at all ; but I confefs that I fe^ and I am fanguino 
enough to ftate, that it goes pointedly, importantly, and dire&ly 
to the matter of High Treafon ^ charged in the indi6^meiit--<« 
I £ud I would not repeat a fyllable diat had been urged by the» 
gentiemen before me^ bqt I dei^re to be undesftood, that nsjf 
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mind goes with th«n entirely^ and accedes to every part of their 
arguments. 

I beg leave to advert to anotfid- psirt of this letter, that, I fay, 
goes pointedly to fliew, that the defign was for compaffing die 
mifchievous, the traiterous,-— I had very nearly faid the perfonal 
deftruftion of the King. What I advert to in this letter, I will 
read to your Lordfliips in the very words :— « The King went 
^ yefterday to meet his Parliament." Your LoriMiips will 
mark die ^xpreffion ; it is very decent, bu t ■ ■■ 

Mr, Erjkine,. I muft beg to interrupt my learned friend; 
1 beg his pardon j that part of the letter has been, within this 
three minutes, exprefsly given up by Mr. Serjeant Adair, as 
Counfel for the Crown, who finifhed' what he had to fay before 
my friend got up, by faying, that that part of the letter which my 
friend how cboofes to read aloud, in die hearing of the jury, he 
did not mean to contend to be evidence againft the prifoner — ► 
andi therefore, if the letter comes to be read, the letter will be 
read with the omiifion of that part; or if die omiffion did not 
fake place, that part is admitted, by Mr. Serjeant Adair, not tq 
be evidence againft the prifoner* 

Lord Chief JuJHce Eyre. The interruption is not quite 
proper ; becaufe, if it were fo, that my brodier Adair had 
diftin^y admitted it m that manner, yet that could not conclude 
the argument of another learned gendeman, if he was. of opinion 
he could maintain it. 

Mr. Erfkine. Does yoiir Lordihip think, that it is confiftcnt 
5prith'die rules wiiich muft bind us upon this occafion, that, in 
arguing the admii&bility of a piece of evidence, they are riot 
merely to ftate to the court the general nature of it, fo that the 
comt may give its decifion before a thing, which, perhaps, is not 
afterwards to be received in evidence, (hould make any thing like 
an imprefiion, but to read die paper itfelf. 

• Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. No; only fo much of die purport 
as is neceijary to inform the court of the nature of it 

Mr. Erjkine. My friend is not merely reading the letter, 
in that part which one of the counfe), at leaft> admitted not tq 
. be 
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be evidence, but he is commenting upon it, ftep by itep.—i • 
I apprehend my friend may ftate, that there is an expreffion per- 
fonally reflefting upon the King ; but, in order to argue the 
admiflibility of any piece of evidence, it is not to be read by the 
Counfel for the Crown, in the hearing of the jury; becaufe-if, 
after the counfel has read it, in the hearing of the jury, the cour^ 
fey it is not admifliblc evidence againft the prifoner, it may lead 
to affeft the prifoner, becaufe it may affeft the minds of the 
jury, in a manner inconfiftent with the nature of the teftimohy 
received on the trial. I am now, I underftand, in poiTeffion of 
your Lordfliips judgment upon this point. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. As my friend has done me the honour 
to advert more to what fell from me than the weight of it feemed 
to deferve, I beg leave to ftate and explain what I did fey upon 
the fubjeft. I did ftate, and I do not mean to. retraft it, that 
the part of the letter which I alluded to, when I fpoke, was not 
the ground upon which we offered it to your Lordlhips, and 
would not, of itfelf, make that evidence againft the prifoner; — 
but I did never ftate, that if there was that in the letter, upon 
the ground of which I contended it was proper evidence, as ap- 
plicable evidence to tjie charge againft the prifoner, that the 
whole context of that letter fliould not be taken together, in 
order to Ihew the intention of the. parties who are implicated in 
that defign. I have never admitted that. But his Lordfliip has 
certainly truly faid, that liiy admiffion does not preclude any other 
gentleman arguing upon that ground. I wiflied to repeat what 
it was that I did ftate, that I might not be accufed of hiving 
admitted that which I never adnritted. 

Mr. B^arcroft. I have received this interruption vnth the 
greateft patience, becaufe it is made by a counfel for a man now 
trying for his life ; if it had been made in any other place, and 
in a civil caufe, I could not have forborne inftantly to exprefe 
my aftonifliment at the grofs irregularity of the interruption ;• 
becaufe I conceive it is not only the privilege, but it is abfolutely 
the duty of a counfel, when he is arguing upon the admifSbility 
pi evidence, to ftate that evidence to the court. If it can, by 
any other me^s, be argued, .my learned friend will be io good 

as 
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as teli me ho^ that is to be performed fbr I reailty caimol 
conceive. 

Lord dkirfjuftui Ejre^ The counfel ia to open die nature 
of the evideiKe* 

, . Mr. Erjktne^ t am in pofleffion of the judgment of die court 
on that which Mr. Bearcroft calls an interruption. 

Mr^ Bear croft. I »n certauuly aware> that it may be d<^e 
in that ihape c^ openif^ die nature of the endence^ but^ witHf 
great fttbauffionto the court, I concave that was prectfelj whai 
I was going to do. I do conceive^ with great deference, Ant 
it would be extremely improper in me to be reading the eridenc^^ 
frooi the beginmng to die end» imder colour that tteit {hoald-be 
neceilary to argue as to the admiffl)ility of it. I do admits d«il 
it is fuAcient; nay, that more ou^t ti<A tabe done dian to flate 
the nature of it; but I conceive dliat the nature of diat part of it, 
which I point out as one of the main grounds of the adfniffibilitjF 
of this letter, are certain particular exprefions tmale ufe of in it^ 
What ftrikes me, at diis moment^ is contained ki two lines ztA 
a half :---^ Nay, I am told a woman^ moved and feduced by die 
^ inftigalaon of the devii^ and Irakeroufly intending, k^. did, in 
^ St. James's Park, take oiF her patt^ and direw it, widi all 
^ her force, whereby the glafa of die ibt^e coach was broken, 
^ and his Majeiiy ptit in fear. God &ve the Kjng \ for if, &c<i 
^ as Gerald fays,''— 

I do fubmit to the court, that this is importimt evidence i^di^ 
veiy point of die indifhnentj namely, for dife purpofe of (hewing 
a milQhievGftis intention to the King# Becouie diis is arlettef 
fi-om one of the confpirators to anodiet of the coniptrators; 
exidteUSg. va, die tranfii^tioii, enjoying it, a^d ftadng it as good 
news, for hts purpo^ to his farother confpiralOf . That is thd 
Mf^t, with great fubmiffion, in vriiich it ftrikes me. I conceive 
duit that is an addit&cnal ground upon which diis Icitter is ad^ 
miffibk. 

ASr. Bower. I fiiouM be afliMied to trouble die court with 
a word upon this objefliom for die fstke of the piceo of evidence 
Adt is now ia myh^id^ beCMilc it docs not appear, <#itfdf,t* 
W«Mf fo much importane^ ^ tOidemaflKl fti mU<^ iie«*itkin} hoU 
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it will be of very confiderable coiifequcncc in the courfe of thcfe 
trials, if a piece of evidence, offered to the court under the cir^ 
cumftances in which we ofForr this letter, ihould not be confidered 
as good evidence. 

I will attend to what your Lordfhtp fuggefted, that the duty 
bf counfel is to open the tendency of the evidence, at the time 
it is offered and objected to > and,, with great de£erence to my 
friends who have gone before me, I do not dunk that they have 
<4»ened the tendency of that part of this letter, which appears 
to m^ to be material, and to be an indifputable ground wby.it 
ihould be received in evidence. 

I mufl beg your Lordfhips to advert to die ftate of die prefeot 
«aufe» We have already proved, as againft the prifoner, a paper, 
figned widi the name of John Mardn, as chairman, at a meediq; 
of the fociety of which he himfelf is Secretary* . This paper 
was brou^t home to him by evidence, and by which he, there- 
fore, admits, that AlartiA was the chairman of that meeting; the 
date of the letter, which I hcid in my hand, is the 22i of 
January, 1794 ; it is fub&quent tx> die period of diat Convention 
in Scotland, which we have heard fo much of, and it is relative 
to that Ccmventson. The letter which I want to read now is 
from Mr. Martin, who we have proved to be ib conneSed widi 
Mr. Hardy, to their delegate in^Scodand^ who was at that dme, 
in confequence ^ the interpofodon of the Civil Magiflrate, in 
confinement, as it appeari, to encourage him to proceed in thefe 
^orts, which he wsa fent there to attempt, by telling him du|t 
fubfcriptipns will now be railed, i«bich will be an afliftance to 
him ; and -by infivmii^ liii% that it may be thought advif^le tp 
have another meedng here, itf a. commodious phce, for the 
purpofe of carrpnig iato cfiefi: the views of the ConventioRf 
which the Magiftracy of dbt oountry interrupted. That is the 
tendency of the greafleft pzgt of the letter, which we now offer 
to die court ; and if We hasfe brought ourfelves into the fituadap 
of fliewiog, as I trufl we have, that Mr. Hardy has admitted 
Mr*. Martin to be Chairman of the Correfponding Society; if 
yre have proved, dnt the obJdEk of that ibciety was to accompliiji 
certain {Mixpdea^ whea I ^ we have pioved,,! take it we have; 
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given evidenoe to prove it j if we have proved, that the objeas 
of that fociety were to carry certain purpofes into efFedt, by 
means of the Convention ; if we fh^w incitement from a perfoH 
proved to be connefted with the prifoner, in the way Martin has 
been proved to proceed, in thofe ileps which are the obJe(3;s of 
that Convention, and to perfevere in thofe meafures^ which were 
the meafures ufed to bring about the ultimate purpofes of that 
Convention, we may prove a direct a^ done in furtherance of 
that confpiracy, by (hewing a dire£t incitement, by a letter 
in the very words of the overt aft charged in this indiftment, 
to perfevere, and go on with that.condudb, which was to lead to 
the ultimate end that the fociety had in view. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre* I underfland that this letter is not 
proved ever to have come to the hands of Margarot; you call 
it a letter ; it is, in truth, merely a paper, in Martin's hand- 
writing. 

Mr^ Btnuet, The argument would^ perhaps, be ftrdngcr, if 
it had come to his hands; but, with great fubmiilion to your 
Lordfhip, it is evidence of the intent of this Mr. Martin to 
encourage the party, who appears to have been intended to have 
been addrefTed by this letter, in the general purpofes for which 
this fociety has been eftabliihed, and which they were going to 
carry into efFeft ; but it is not fo ftrong, to be furc, as if I could 
prove that it arrived at Margarot's pofief&on, becaufe, I take iit, 
that would put it out of all doubt; but any letter, written 
from a confpirator in the connexion lire have proved Mr. Martin 
*to be, having proved him to be Chairman of that very meeting, 
the objeft of this letter being to excite the perfon to whom it 
was written, to perfevere in thefe meafures, and to forward 
diofe purpofes, whidi we have proved the ibciety had in view, 
and that Martin, the man who writes. this. Ibtter, pairticularly 
had in view, by the tranfai^ons.at the Globe Tavern, is not, 
I conceive, a recital of any thing that has pafled, i>ut a dire6b 
incitement to go on with that aA, which we are about to prove, 
as being the a£t intended by this fociety to be carried into efFeft, 
by the joint or individual efforts of the members of the fociety.- 
It does appear to. me to be material that we fliould now. know 
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Whether 6r no, when we have eftabliihed an Intimate connexion 
between Martin arid the prifoner, that an aft done by Martin, 
in direft furtherance and profecution of the main defign, fliould 
not be admitted 'as evidence agairtft the prifonei-, though we 
have given evidence, that they were connefted in the individual 
and particular a<ft which is the ftibje<9: of the evidence that has 
been offered* I fubhiit to your Lordfhips, that this is evidence 
which, in this ftage of the caufe, ought to be received; and it 
is not for the materiality of this piece of evidence, but for the 
feke of the principle that we wifll to have eftablifhed* 

Afr. Law. The ground upon which I ipeant to addreft 
your Lordfliips has been, in ^ 'great degree, anticipated by 
what has fallen from Mr. Bdwen— *In confidering whether any 
written evidence, in general^ is admifliblej I will confider, firft, 
what is the relation between the party who wrote this letter, 
the perfon to whom it is wrote, and the party to be affedtcd 
by it;— ^Thfere has been evidence to prove, that there exifted in 
the members of this fociety, a confpiracy to fubvert the Govern- 
ment, then I fubmit to your Lordfliips, that, having laid that 
ground, it is ill the ordinary courfe of proceeding to give 
evidence of the detached afts of any one individual, conducing 
to the general end and purpofe to be effedled by the general 
confpit'acy. 

Then what is this afl: ? And is It an aft which falls within any 
of the over-afts charged upon the filce of the indiftmelit ?-— I 
think it is peculiarly applicable to that overt-aft whith flates that 
they compofed and wrote, and caufed to be compofed and Written, 
divers books, pamphlets, letters, &c. containing incitements, 
encouragements and exhortations^ for the purpbfe of accomplifli- 
ing this objeft of holding a Convention, for the purpofe of de- 
pofihg and ultitiiating procuring the death of his Majefty. Now 
is this letter in furtherance of that objeft i it contains the com- 
mon incitements and exhortations of this fort ; it encourages 
him to perfevere, and ftates as a ground why he fliould perfevere; 
that the funds of the Society were increafmg ; that their numbers 
were ihcreafing, and that their profjieft offuccefs was increafing. 
That being flatedj (for I am not at liberty to detail the particu- 
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lar contents of the letter) as the fubjeft 2nd objeS of the letter? 
the only queftion i$, whether fuch a letter as dnt, of which k 
may be predicated, that it contains an exhortation and incitement 
to this obje(9:, is or not to be received in evidence, I con- 
ceive there can be no doubt it is an excitement and exhortation 
upon this fubje^i:, and if it be that it is admiffible. 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, unlefe I miftake die caufe, and the 
Aage we are now arrived at in it, this is novel. I think I may 
call it a phenomenon in the hiftory of trials for High Treaibn, and 
in the pra£lice of a court of juftice« My Lord, ftanding here 
Itowards the middle of die fecond day, I muft appeal to the ho- 
nour of the court, and to the candour of the bar, whether wc 
who are of Counfel for the pdfoner have not been, extremely 
ready; perhaps, readier than we might altogether juftify to our 
client in a capital cafe, in permitting the reception of evidence, 
having troubled your Lordihips with no arguments; having afked 
hardly a fingle queftion of any witnefs that has been fworn. I 
am perfuaded, when your Lordihips recolle£l the courfe that tiiis 
caufe has taken, that you cannot but fee that we fliould have made 
no fort of obje£bion to reading of this letter, had it contained no* 
thing more than my learned friend Mr. Garrow very decently, in 
my opinicMi, and very properly ftated to the court, coniidering 
and properly confidering, that though the court might be invoLv* 
ed in the difficulty in reading a part of a letter, which part could 
in no inflance be evidence ag^ni): the prifoner, yet that tike 
technicality of the evidence might unfortunately call upon your 
Lordfhips to diredi a jury to do that which a judge cannot di* 
re<Sl a jury to do, becaufe human nature will not permit' the ac- 
compliihment of it ; to difcharge from their minds the rcGoUec- 
tion of what they have heard. My friend did,:therefore, properly 
not even open the generality of that part of the letter ; but what 
have I in this caufe to do with any thing that Mr. Martin xcdght 
write, and which may appear for any diing I Jcnow to be anun- 
publifhed letter in Mr. Martin's poileffion, and therefore upon i»> 
principle of law to be evidence at all. I ponceived that we were 
debating it as &r as related to the proiecudon of what was called 
a plot and confpiracy ; namely, that whidb was puUilhe:d jn al 
5 - he 
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&e newfpaptts, and n^hicb your LortUhips have been engaged 
two days in hearing read. I muft be a fool to ftand here aftd 
«bje& to reading a paper which contains nothing mor^ than what 
the jury have been employed .two days of their precious time in 
hearing ; but (6 it went on, and at laft Mr. JSerjeant Adair iaid, 
Aait^ which if it had been faid at firft, I would have waved my ob* 
jedion, and the jury ihould have heard the letter^ and that part 
-would have been croficd out, or the officer would have been de*- 
•itred not to read it; and I defy any man of' common fenfe to iay 
lie could fuppofe I ihould objeiSl to it. Do not let any man ex* 
flain away that which I did fay, and that which the honourable 
and learned Serjeant ftated, with the fenfe that belongs to him^ 
and the humanity which, I truft, will ever accompany that fenfe. 
He ftated that he did not mean to infift upon the jury hearing 
4d»>fe lines read ; he thought they ought not to hear them. 

Then cqmes the next learned Counfel, and he makes not a 
£ngle obfervation upon any other part of the letter which is ftated 
Co be in furtherance of that which is called the confpiracy ; but 
he faflens upon that, and pfopofes to read that which the Counfel 
^ho went before him admitted was no evidence againft my client; 
I flood up to objeft, not to interrupt. I ftand here to objeft, 
iirhenever diere is a legal Qhje(3iQn open to me. I had your Lord- 
ftips judgment for the foundation of, my obje^Siion; but my 
^-iend paid no regard to your Lordfhips judgment i for after I 
was pofTefled of your Lordfhips judgment, he went on and read 
the vtry words which I objefled againft the reading of ; and hav- 
ing done fb, he kindly tells me that as I am Counid in a crimi- 
nal caSfe, he Receives my interruption widi a gentlene& which he 
would not receive. Aioh.an interruption vith in a civil caufe. He 
ikys .thjs after he has done that which is illegal, and has not been 
flopped in the doing it, though I obje£bd to it, and was in pof- 
feffionof the judgment of the court. 

My Lords, this is no trifling matter, give me leave to fay, I 
ftand here for the life of an innoc^it man ; and I ftand here for 
the Law and Conftitution of England, and I will fuffer npthing 
to be done while I ftand here that is not confonant to both. Then 
Irherc are we got to now in the debate. We arc got to that 
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v4iich fills me with alarm and apprehenfion ; ft is an ohjeSt of i 
magnitude fo great, fo mighty, and what I am fo unaocuftomed 
to confider, that I hardly know how to grapfde with it, or how 
to addrefs myfelf to your Lord(hips. . 

It is truly ftated too by the learned Serjeant, that what the 
Crown profefe to make out by the evidence they have been offer- 
ing to your Lordihips for a great feafon is, that Mn Hardy was 
engaged in a confpiracy. Why is that unfortunate man at die 
bar to be the only vi£iim of a confpiracy ? I do not mean the 
only one ; there are eight or tfen indided with him. How many 
thoufand of his Majefty's fubje£t$ are meant to be brought to 
this place I cannot tell^ for the confpiracy that is alledged goes, 
to the Members of every one of the Societies. I fay, in my 
judgment, upon the evidence that is before the court, every man 
who has been a Member of thefe Correfponding Sodeties; who 
has been a Member of this Conftitutional Society; every man 
who has been conneded with thofe ads, if the 2&s conftitute a 
confpiracy to fubvert the Government, is liable to be put into 
the fame iituation with Mr. Hardy ; and any thing that is written 
by any one perfon belonging to either of thefe Societies would 
be equally evidence againft him. 

The whole diftinftion feems to be this, and that diftirtaioh 
ieems mifunderftood. I agree vdth Mr. Sdicitor General in 
what he faid, with regard to Lord Stafford's cafe, founding itfelf 
as far as relates to z&s. Now if this had been within the fcope 
of the bufinefs under examination, an a£k done by Margarot and 
by Martin, I fhsdl admit that fuch zSt done would be evidence 
againft the prifoner ; but I am objcding to a letter, more efpe- 
cially a letter that never found its way to the perfon to whom it 
was written; that it was ever intended for Mr. Margarot, as far 
as the evidence goes, we don't know ; but by the contents of 
which letter we are fought to be affeAed. 

Now there is only one thing I am anxious about. I wifh to 
fubmit it to the juftice and to the difcretion of this court. Sup- 
pofe part of this letter is evidence, and part of it is not evi- 
dence, is that part which is not evidence to be read f 

It 



( ^3 ) 

• It happens every day that your Lordfhips direft part of an an- 
fwer to an interrogatory to be read in i court of equity; but you 
won't allow other parts to be read, becaufe they are not admiffible 
evidence. Now all that I objefl: to is, the reading this account 
of an old woman Arowing her patten at fte King's coach ; it is 
/bmething fo perfcftly ridiculous : that a man's writing fuch a 
trumpery anecdote as that, fliould afFeft a man trying for his life 
in fuch a cafe as this, it would be an infult to fuppofe ; but at the 
fame time it appears to me to be a dangerous precedent, to al- 
low any thing to be read as evidence which has no cbnnecftion 
with die tranfaflion before the court, but is a mere flippancy, 
which the writer of a letter happens to put into it; which letter 
has in it matter that may become evidence. 

Lord Chief yujlice Eyre. This queftion has gone into a great 
length of difcuflion ; but I blame nobody, as there was fome 
diflference of opinion in the court upon the former occafion ; 
therefore it required that this queftion fhould be more fully dif- 
cuffed, 

I agree with Mr. Bearcroft, that he has ftated truly what the 
nature of this queftion is ; namely, that if this were merely a 
trial for a cohfpiracy, this would be evidence againft one of the 
parties in that confpiracy, becaufe the queftion, whether this 
prifoner is to be reached upon the fpecific charge againft him, is, 
undoubtedly, a queftion, whether he is to be reached by that 
medium ; and if the medium is once eftabliflied that queftion 
arifes, upon which I will fay no more at prefent. 

It is perfeftly clear that in the cafe of a confpiracy, the ge- 
neral evidence of the riling confpired is given in evidence, and 
then the party who is at prefent brought before ^ Court of Juf- 
tice to anfwer for it is to be affeftcd for his fliare in it, the quef- 
tion then is, whether a paper under the hand of a perfon, who 
is proved to be one of the confpirators, (hall be received in evi- 
dence, where it is nothing more than a paper under his hand ? 
For as I take it, as this cafe ftands, it is not a letter fent to 
Margarot. There is no proof that Margarot ever received any 
fuch letter; and, therefore, it maybe a paper merely written 
privately by Martin, who is the perfon in whofc hand-writing it 
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is ftated to be, and may never have gone out of his hftiids* The 
queftioa is, whether under thefe circoo^noes fuch a foper is to 
be admitted in evidence, in a cafe in which another perlbn now 
ftands at the bar ; and, I confefs, that this does not appear to me 
to be fudiciently diftinguifhed from the cafe which we juft now 
determined, to fatisfy my mind that it ought to be received in 
evidence. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the general plot is to be made out 
by proving the trania£iions of others, to which the prifooer at the 
bar may not be immediately a party ; but then, how is it to be 
proved ? Is it to be proved by the mere acknowledgment of ifaefe 
other parties, and fo made ufe of againfl the prifonor now at the 
bar ? For inftance, here is a con^iracy charged, Suppoie a 
witnefs fhould come and iay, I heard Thelwall fay that he was 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy^ and I heard Martin fay he was 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy^ and I heard Margarot (ay he wm 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy. My prefent apprehenfioii is, that 
that would be extremely good evidence perfonally againft di9 
parties, who faid it to prove againft them individually, that they 
were concerned in that confpiracy, hut that it would be no evi^ 
dence whatever againft third perfons, as was the cafe on Lord 
Stafford's trial, A witnefs proved that he heard A, B. and C« 
converfe upon the fubjeft of a confpiracyi that is a direct proof 
that thefe three persons confpired, and there the converiation of 
pne is evidence againft the other, and fo on ^ that is evidence of 
a tranfadlion, a fa(3r, not hear-fay evidence -y and not evidence of 
a party's acknowledgement, only inafmuch as it is an acknow^ 
Jedgement by qne in the prefence of the others, they acquieicing> 
^d therefore becomes diftin^t and proper evidence. But I have 
;Awiys taken it that with regard to thefe perfomd acknowledge-* 
inents of having meant tq incite ; Uff that is the nature of this 
letter.— J have always taken it that that was proper evidence, if 
the party who was to be afie£^ed by it happened to ftand at tbe 
bar to anfwer for it) but if anodier perfon was indi<^d by hiai^ 
felf, that there could be no evidence received againft that peribn, 
]>\xt the evidence of &£ts proved by the witnefles, who provo tb^ 
fH^ifteiK^e of the fkSts in regular Qvid^n^^ ^onfeftQi^ eyidenca 
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is, W* h'tmineni oidy. If it happens that a matter of h£k is evU 
dence againft A, by evidence of the truth of that i^y other than 
the confeifion of A^ that does alfo become evidence .ag^ft B^ 
from the circuuxftance of B being conne£led in the plot> and B 
being bound by all that A h^s done. But the courfe that has 
beim obferved in the State Trials that I have read, has been that 
€»nfeiIions have been made evidence againfl the individuals only 
ivho confefled. This is of the nature of confeifion) and nothing 
more \ that has been confidered as evidence only againft the party^ 
and is not to be received where that party is not the perfon be* 
fore the court* 

Lord Chief Barm Macdonald. On the laft queftion before the 
courti confined what I iaid to the exa6b circumftance of the 
cafe, namely, that the bare relation of a£ls by one of feveral 
perfons to whom the confpiracy is imputed to a perfed ftranger 
to that confpiracy, is no more than an admiilion which may pof- 
£bly zStSt himfelf> but cannot poiTibly afFed any of his co-coi^ 
fpirators, it not being an ?£i done in the profecution of that 
confpiracy. But, I confefs, there appears to me a material dif- 
tindion in this cafe. This is a paper which is addrefled by ont 
of feverai confpirators to another of thde confpirators ; it is 
introduced as fubfervient to the proof of the general nature and 
tendency of that confpiracy, which is alledged and endeavoured 
to be proved as the foundation of aiFe£bing the prifoner with a 
ihare in that confpiracy. 

Now it feems to me that one confpirator addreiiing a paper to 
another confpirator, having relation to that confpiracy, (not 
merely a bare defcription to a flranger) that one of them addreflP- 
ing that paper to the other is an ad complete in that fingle coOf- 
.fpirator, aMiough that paper fhould be intercepted, or although 
it never fhould reach that perfon for whole peruial it was intends 
.cd y that diflinguifhes this from the other cafe ; it is a difFerent 
9&. in one, though it does not reach tlic odier in that^fenfe ; it is 
an 2&. by one of the Confpirators, which in order to fhew the na- 
ture and tendency of that Confpiracy maybe read as againfl any 
other* 
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* Mr. 'Barm Hothath. I remain of c^inion that in the lafi: teifis 
<he letter then offered in evidence ought not to have been fuflferei 
.to be read. That letter, however, I confidcr as a very different 
letter from this ; it was enclofing fome fongs, fuppofed to have 
been fung at a meeting, fent to a totally indifferent perfon, and 
that was all that it contained. This letter is written by a man 
who has been proved to be the Chairman of the Meeting at the 
Globe Tavem; it is ftated to be written to, though not received 
.by, Margaret, who has been proved to be the Delegate fent by 
that Meeting into Scotland ; and it is ftated to contain matters re*. 
fpe£king his particular miffion to Edinburgh. It is- ftated to con.^ 
tain matters of incitement, and encouragement to him to proceed 
in the caufe in which he was engaged ; namely, in the caufe in 
which he was engaged by the procurement, by the confent, and 
by the dire£bion of that Meeting in London ; and that Meeting in 
London has been proved to be compofed of the prifoner at the 
•bar, of the writer of this letter, and his correfpondent to whom k 
was intended to be fent, together with many others. 

Now, therefore, I do confider this as ftrong evidence, to ibew 
that one of that meeting fo blended together as they are with the 
prifoner, (ending fuch a letter tending to incite and encourage 
their own delegate to proceed in the buiinefs, upon which they 
had particularly fent him, and for which they had efpecially 
commiffioned him and empowered him to ad, ought to be axt* 
mitted as evidence to prove the fenfe of- thefe confpirators, who 
were alfo proved to have been together upon that day. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. The cafe tp which I alluded juft now 
was, that of Lord William Ruflel, where my Lord Howard, in 
his examination, goes very muoh at large into evidence of what 
paffed between him and Lord Shaftefbury ; and in parts of that 
evidence he goes on to fay that he fuppofed thefe things were told 
to Lord Ruffel ; that Lord Ruffel properly obje£b to : he (ays it 
is hearfay, and does not affe& him, but it is part of the evidence 
« which is given, and you find much relied upon by the Chief 
Juftice in fumming up to the Jury, with a view to that queftioA 
which I juft now ftated, as the firft which preffes in point of 
prder^ and >yhich queftion Xfi my opinion, is alwa^ to l)e diftin<% 
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from the fecondjqueftionf namely, whether it does of does not 
immediately aiFed the prifonen The evidence given there bj 
lyord Howard is, ^diat in ai converfation with Lord Shaftefbury, 
jie afked him what forces he had, to which Lord Shaftefbury 
anfwered, that he had enough, that ten thoufand brifk boys were 
xeady to follow him whenever he held up his finger* 

When this is fummed up the Chief Juftice ftates it to the 
Jury, repeating thefe word^ as evidence of a confult, but that 
it does not afFe^l Lord Ruflel* 

Then how ftands the cafe here ? The iirft queftion to be made 
out is, that there was fome confpiracy to nffcSt the life of the 
Xing ; — To make out that queftion you muft go into evidence 
of what was done by other perfons. When eftablifbed, I agree 
that that would not affed the Prifoiier, but it is necefTary firft to 
ihew that there was fuch a confpiracy on foot, and then you 
go on to the fecond queftion, to fee wheAer there is or is not 
evidence to prove that this prifonor was ailing a part in djat con*. 
ipiracy. Now it feems to me that the queftion will ftand a little 
clearer, if we fuppofe that a confpiracy of the nature contended 
for on the part of the profecution had gone on without the 
intervention of fuch a Convention, as has been here proved, by 
perfons who were in the habit of committing their refolutions to 
writing, if fuch a combination had exifted, how in the nature of 
things could it be made out, but. by the declaration^ and the 
ponverfations of thofc who were parties to it ? And it feems to 
me that the way in whiqh my brother Adair confidered this 
queftion. Is a material one ; fuppofe an equivocal exprefEon were 
ufed, ftiould not I prove by converfation of perfons there how 
they underftood it ; it is evidence that they meant that their plan 
Ihpuld go to fuch an extent, then it becomes a fecondary quef^ 
tion, whether the prifoner fo underftood it or not ; it is an ex^ 
.preffion ecjuivocal, and if it is proyed on the part of the profecu- 
.tion that fome meant to go to that extent, it is open to the 
prifoner to fay it was i)ot fo meant by me, nor did I fj under- 
stand it. But the queftion is now not upon the effe<Sl of the 
evidence, but whether it ought or not to be received; and 
f^iaihiuch 9$ it goes to the e^^iftence of a confpiracy, it feems 
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lor me that it muft be received. What eSkSt it wiB liaTe mutt 
be confideiied hereafter* 

Mr. Jujlice Grefi. I am cf opiiHon thig evidence mnft he 
iccehred for the purpofir of ihewing that there was a confpiiaqr, 
and of what nature diat conipiracy was. In this cafe the addrefr 
lias juft now been produced and read; and in that addrefs k 
appears diat Martin was the chairman^ die prifoner, die fi^^re- 
Urjj and that there was a correipoodence both between the 
priibner and Margarot, and between Martin and Margarot; 
diaf complicates or implicates thefe three perfens in a builnefe 
of this fort. Then is it not very material for us to hear for 
die purpofe of ihewing the hatiure of the confpiracy^ the extent 
and the intention of the parties, what one conipirator writes t^ 
the ofiher, reSfedatug thefe rery a<^ that ace done in the coxufie 
of titmia^tions relative to this very plan ? And when it is fiiid 
that this is merely a confeffion or a writings I thixdc it is more 
ketaafe we know very well that in many cireumitances.of 
this fert it has been determined that, fcrihere efi agere ; and the 
writing here is an a<9^ and it is fuch an ad as may fhew the 
extent of the fdan, that there was a plan, it may (hew for any 
tiling I know die intention of the parties to that plan. I confe6» 
Arrefore, I am of <^inion that this evidence ought to be read* 

Lard Chief Juftice Eyre. Then now you will read it, 

A&. WiUiam IVaiker (Sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

J^. I believe you are an Attorney ? 

A. Yes. 

J^, Are you acquainted with Mr. John Martin ? 

A. I am. 

j^ Are you acquainted with his charafter of hand-writing ? 

A. I am. 

J^. Be fo good as look at that letter, and teH me whethw 
the whole of it in your judgement is his writing, particularly 
the fignature, do you believe that to be Mr. Martin's han*. 
writing ? 

A^ I do. 
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^ Vt b good as l«)k atthe.fiipcrfca^iptioB, doycmWfeve 
that likewile to be his hand-writii% ? ' 
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« Richmnd BuUdifigSi yon. 2a, I794- 
« MtDear Sm, . 
<* I dare (ay you think I have forgot ydu, frdm my not having 
^ written to you; but you know my fentindent!^ fo vttti that ii 
« was unneceffary for me, and would probably have been iiApro- 
*' per to fay much on the fubjeft of your miffion j and with re- 
*' gard to Lord Edward, I have riot been able to get any tfimg 
<« like a fetdement. To-morrow is the firft day of the term, 
<< when I fliall rule the Sheriff to return the writ of fura- 
** mens. 

^ We had a meeting on Monday. I was^in the chain The 
^ newipaper gives our numbers at 506, but we were nearer 
<* 15OD. Every thing was well conduifted, that is to fey, re- 
** gularly ; and the proceedings were tolerably bold. ^ Mr. Hardyi 
**' I dare fay, has fent you a copy of the Addrefs and-refo-r 
^' lution. 

" Your conduft receives univerfal approbation ; and though t 
*' at one time dreaded the vrant of money, yet that is now over. 
^ Thofe who oppofed the fubfcription at firft, are now putting 
** their hands to the very bottom of their pockets, and fwear by 
** God puflball be fupported with the laft guinea. We murf 
** have another General Meeting in a Chapel or fome large 
*' place, and declare the purpofe of a fubfcription, and, I think^ 
** we fliall get plenty of the needfuj for that and other purpofes. 
^ Have you read my letter to Lord jLauderdale ? Do you incline 
« to try the Writ of Errof ? What do the Scotch lawyers think' 
f' of it ? .And what d« yo» think of the legal knowledge of my 
*' countrymen ? I firmly believe th^t the law is the only fciencip 
•* of ^kh they knew nothing. 

** The King went yefterday to meet his Parliament. The^ 
*^ lat till fix o'clock this morning. The papers are not out ; but 
<^ J aoi tojd only tvs^elve Member3 were for Peace, I am glail 
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* the Mimfter has fo great a majority withm doors for the War, 
** and that the people have a greater majority widiout doors 
•* againft the War. The fwiiiiih rogues had the impudence to 
" write, no War, on 2|J1 the doors and corners of the Pfoufes of 
♦* Lords and Commons ; and they had even the audacity to groan 
** and hifs while his Moft Sacred Majefty was paffing to, and 
** from, the Houfe. Nay, I am told, a woman, moved and 
•* kduced by th^ inftigation of th? Devil, and traitoroufly intend- 
^^ ing, &c, did, in St James's Park, take off her patten, arid 
«' threw it with all her force at his Majefty, whereby the glafs of 
^ the ftate-coach was broken, and his Majefty put in fear* God 
^ fave the King,' for if, &c. (as Gerrald fays), 

•* I am happy to find you are in good fpirits, fuffering the mild 
^ and juft fentence of the law. You may remember that I told 
^ you to be thankful if you were not hanged. 

**The fociety is incre^ing rapidly, both in fpirit and in num- 
^ bers ; and the Rich now begin to ccnne among us, and to fit 
*' down with pleafure among the honeft men with the leathern 
^ apror\s. 

^ I could write to you ftrange things, but I know not but this 
^ may be read by fomebody before it comes to your hands, there-i 
^ fore excufe the nonfenfe. 

" I think there is a ftruggle between Mrs, Margarot and you, 
*' who fhall bear this with greater fortitude, and that thbfe who 
" fuffer the leaft feel the moft. When I read your letter to the 
^ General Meeting, I could fee the tear ftarting in th^ eyes of 
^ the honeft men to whom it was addrefied, and the fucceeding 
♦* groans helped to relieve their fwoln hearts, 

** I think you flioujd execute a Power of Attorney to fome 
** perfon, authorizing him to aft for you generally, in cafe you 
** fhould be hurried away. And if you think *well of the Writ 
** of Error, give me an authority, and I will immediately fet 
« about it. 

" Between us, Muir and Palmer have put themfelves into the 
^ hands of the Oppofition, who, I fear, will ufe their cafe no 
" ferther than as an argument tp help themfelves into* adini- 
** ftiftration. 
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«^ Mrs. Martin defires me to fay more for her than I have 
** room. Were it not that you are fafe enough, and all of us 
« married, I would almoft think her in love ; but it is with your 
•* conduft more than your perfon, adieu. Believe me to be, my 
** dear Sir, 

" Your fincere friend, and 

« Fellow-Citizen, 

« J. MARTIN/* 

*' Citizen Gay fays more than I dare write. You know the 
** frank fincerity of that Citizen, and if either prayers or any 
** thing elfe in his power is wanting it may be depended on. 

** To Gtizen Maurice Margaret^ Tolbooth^ Edinburgh** 



Mr. John GurnelL I found this paper at Hardy's houfe. 
It was read* 

** Tolbooth^ January 2J^ lygj^, 
« Dear Hardy, 
** I have juft received your letter, dated (by miftake I fup- 
•^ pofe) the 19th, giving me an account of the dinner, of Ramfay, 
•* and inclofing a lol. note. I thank you, my valuable friend, 
" for the kind concern you fliew ; but I wifli the fociety may 
" not forget me altogether : however, fliould they, I am deter- 
* mined to purfue the fame line of conduft, even if I mufl: 
^ purfue it alone. I will, however, remark to you in private, 
" and this letter is meant as a private one, and you may make 
** what ufe, you think fit of it, that die Sheffield Society have 
*' behaved far differently from our own, towards their delegate, 
** and even towards his family. If you publifh my trial, it 
** might be necefTary to place a print of my handfome figure in 
** front, if fo Mrs. Margarot can fumifh you with a miniature, 
** whence an engraving can be taken j if that is done, pray let 
** the engraver put into my hand the paper, containing the 
" queftions to the Lord Juftjce Clerk, and let the lafl of them 

^ be 
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^ be legible, vh. Did you not fay, that the Bidb would be die 
f^ better for lofing a little blood ? 

- *^ It will have a great efle£t on the public mind : I was 
^ going to write a prefece to the trial, but on reading the 
*' account of the meeting at the Globe-Tavern, I thought it 
^ might be better for the fociety themfelve$ to lay fomething on 
^ that head ; but I muft again obferve, that the Sheffield people 
«* fcem more in earneft than the Londoners. Pray write to 
*' Norwich: I hope Sutton has paid that bill; if lb, let Mrs. 
^ M. feud me 15L of it, and after paying you, kec^ the re- 
i^ cnainder : I afk for that money, becaufe I am in arrears here 
<< more than the fociety has fent me ; I will endeavour, if I can 
^ collect a few of the extraordinary expences, to fend you a lift 
<^ of them- Since my laft, we have had an additsonai pa£ock 
" put upon our door, and the Captain of the Tolbooth is not 
** intrufted with the keys at night, but delivers them to the magi- 
** Urates, and calls for them again in the morning. Every thing 
^ here fhews fear on the one hand, and difcontent nearly ripe on 
*' the other : here they make no dinners, but yet they meet. It 
«' appears, that worthy Skirving was unnoticed in your cups ; 
•* the Scotch ladies, however, are more kind than the London 
" Correfponding Society; and in the effe<fts of their regard for him, 
^ I partake. Gerrald is not yet arrived. I fent the fociety (by the 
*' way of ShefHeld) a copy of Scott's indi(Shnent ; they will makt 
« what ufe they think proper of it. Has Martin done any diing for 
5* me ? The Duke of Portland, now that he joins miniftry, and 
** coalefces with the landed gentlemen, ought to pay that bill 
** for his brother. Lord Edward Bentinck, or they both ought to 
** be expofed to the world, and the abufc of parliamentary feat^ 
« jobbing made more public. Armed aflbciations- are, I per* 
^ ccive, now fet on foot by the rich, wherefore ibould not 
" the poor do the fame ? Are you to wait patiently until 
" 20,000 Heflians and Hanoveri?u» come to cut your throctfs I 
** r— and will you ftretch forth ypur necks, like J^imbs, to 
^ the butcher's knife, and, like lambs, • content yourfdves 
«* with bleating. Pray let jp^ ji^v i&gin yw fo^ i ^^ 

^ member 



L- 
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^ member me tt> MoS^tt, Mulr^ Palmer, and all tuScdixg 
•* brethreru'* 

« Your's, 

*' Pray deliver the indofed, and (hew her this,'* 
* Mr* Thomas HarJyy No. 9, Picc^dilly^ London.'* 



Mr, John GumelL I found this paper at Hardy's houfe* 
It was read. 

« Brtjiol^ Jamuary 28, 1794- 
" Fellow^Citizens, 

*^ I am again authorized to write to you, H^ii^ng the gjsati- 

• tude of our fociety for your fccond epiftle, which came to my 
*' hands the 3d inftant. After reading its contents, I colk&eJ . 
f' as many erf our friends as I conveniently could that evening:— 
^ we read — we blufhed — we took courage ; we did more, for 
^ we reiblved on re^aflembling, as we had appointed pxior t» 
** the determination we announced in our laft. We iiitend pubi- 
^ liihil^ an addrefs, or fomething declaratory of our fcnlimentSt 

* with all convenient fpeed : as foon as this is efFddted, we ihaS 
^^ fend a copy or copies to you. From the Courier and Evemng 
*' Gazette, we have had information of the trial of Mr. Margaroi^ 
5^ and his ientence to fourteen years tranfportation. We are bj 
^ no means at a Ipfs in forming a judgment of the nobje c^uufe ia 
*' which he, with others^ are embarked, nor would we be 
^ frightened at (Uch fentences. You fee, citizens, your iecond 
^ epiftle has quickened our courage, and vivified our palrioti£n« 
-^ and rou£bd us to resolution ; and more^ our number is now 
*^ cpnjdderably increafed* Perhaps your third epiftle may 60 
*^ greater things ftill : we are fenfible 'tis a noble^ — 'tis a vir- 
^' tuQus — 'tis a godlike and immortal caufe in which we are ivym 
^ mutually embarked ; and though, for parts, our effort can be 
^ but a feeble one, yet the caufe we efpoufe is mighty--^is ^neir* 
" getic:— it will finally prevail and profper. It is our firm 
^ «!PJimon, could we but aroufe them, that pajuiots would becpmc 

** aearly 
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^ nearly the majority of our city. We expefterf to IiaVe hstd\^ii 
'^ dozen of the Englifhmen's Rights, which you mtntioned* iii 
<* your firft epiWe. — Hope you will fend them fpeedily. 
" We are, Fellow-Citizens, 

" YoUr's, fincerely, " 
" The Bristol Society for 

^ Constitutional IkformAtion, &c.'* 

^ Mr. Thomas Hardy^ No. 9, Piccadilly^ London** 



Mr. Garroiv. H^re are a great number of printed circular 
letters. 
Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found them at Hardy's houfe^ 
One of them was read. 

** CiTIZtNS f 

^ The critical moment is arrived, and Britons muft either 
** affert with zeal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, or yield 
•^ without refiftance, to the chains that minifterial ufurpation is 
•* forging for them. Will you co-operate with us in the only 
" peaceable meafure that now prefents itfelf with any profpe<9t 
" of fuccefs r We need not intimate to you, that notwith- 
** (landing the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and over- 
*' bearing feftion, which at prefent tramples on the rights and 
" liberties of the people, our meetings cannot in England be 
" interrupted without the previous adoption of a Convention- 
•^ bill, a meafure it is our duty to anticrpate, that the ties of 
** union may be more firmly drawn, and the fentiments and 
" views of the different fociettes throughout the nation be com- 
«* pared, while it is yet in- our power, fo as to guide and direil 
«* the future operations of the friends to freedom. Roufe then 
•* to one exertion more ; and let us fhcw our confcioufnefs of 
*' this important truth : * If we are to be beaten down wttli 
•* threats, profecutions and illegal fentences, we are unworthy 
« —we are incapable of liberty.* We mufV, however, be 
<* expeditious: HefHans and Auilrians.are already among us; 
^ and, if we tamely, fubmit, a cloud of thefe armed barbamns 
2 " may 
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^5 majr ihortly be poured in upon us : let us form then anoAef^ 
*5 Britifli Convention ; we have a central fituation in our vieWt 
*< which we bclicv^ would be pfxoft convenient for the whole 
*^ ifland ; but which we forbear to mention (intr^ing your 
" cdnfidence in this particular) till we have the anfwer of the 
♦* focieties with which we are in correfpoQdence. Let us have 
^ your anfwer then, by the apth at fartheft— *earlier, if ppffible^ 
*^ whether you approve of the meafure, and how many delegates^ 
*^ you can fend, with die number alfo, if poffible, of your* 
*' focieties. . . 

" We remain yours, " 

*' In civic afie£tioni 

" The LoKDON CoRRSiPONDING SoCIITV, 

« THOMAS HARDYy Secntaryr 

^ For the management of this bufincfe we have appointed a 
** fecret committee ; you will judge how far it is neceflary for 
^ you to do the fitote," 



Akxander G/<7»f faid, he believed the following letter to be the 
prifoner's hand-writing. . 

// wa% readk 

« London^ March il^ 1794. 

" CiTWKN BirCKLE, 

"I have juft ti^^ to inform you, that I faw our worthy 
** delegate, Citizen Margarpt, laft Friday^ onboard the Surprize 
** Tranfport, at Spithead, about five miles from Portfinouth 
" Harbour--— He is in good health and high fpirits, no ways 
*< deprefled, although Providence feems to frown;— 4ie is con- 
*' icious of having broken no law in this country, but only doing 
" his duty, as every good Citizen is bound to do, for promoting 
*' the happinefs of his fellow men, by oppofmg every meafurc^ 
^} and. any man, that wantonly vicdates ail laws^ human and 
" divine. — He has the confolation in his own breaft, as every 
" honeft man vi^ill have, when he refle£ls, that he is notfuffcring 
*' for evil doing, although the enemies of mankind ate punishing 
** him as -an evil doer; — but, according to human appearance, 
• E c *« the 
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« the reign of the Beaft of Civil and Eccfefiaftical Power 
<f 1$ ftlnwft at an end. — ^Thanks to the Supreme Rtder of the 
« Univerfe for his great goodnefe hitherto, and the bright profpedl' 

* before us* ^ 

• « I delivered the twenty pounds you gave me for his ufc, into 

• his hand;— it was very feafonable. — This moment a friend has 
V (heWn me a letter from Muir, informing him, that the convoy 

* has hoifted her fignal for failing ; and I am afraid, by this 
^'-lime, they are gone from Portfihouth; if fo, they are without 
" many neceflaries that were preparing for them. — ^I fiiw the 
^ Captain; he appears to be a very good kind of man, and 
" bears an excellent chataiier. — I hope you will cxcufe me 
"•entering into detail any further, for I have riot another minute 
" to fparc.---If any friend you eah truft come to town, I will 
** ^ive him a full account.-— What think you of a Convention I 

" Farewell. 

« THOMJs hardy:' ' 



' Mr. John GnrnelL I foiuid thefe papers at Hard/s houfei 

They were read, 
•* Fellow Citizens, 
.** ThfJ Society in StrathaVen received your circular letter 
" fgmetime ago, refpeding another Britifli Convention, to b« 
•I held in England ; and finding it would bi hiconvenlent for 
* theitt to fend a delegate for themfelves alone, the caufe being 
¥ much fiippreffed here by prdfecutiops, which We are fubjefted 
^ to from die petty Sheriffs In our ^neigbboiirhood, we have 
^.united ourfelves vnth the focleties in Kilmarnock, Galfton, 
** Newmills, and Dorvill ; accordinglv a meeting of delegated 
*J frtxa tliefe focicties, and that in Strathaven, was cohvencd on 
*.' the fitft current, where the meafiire met with the fulleft ap- 
^ firobatien, and a delegate v^as ele^ed for the General Con- 
« vwitidn, and a Secret Committee a{)pointed to condtuft the 
*« bttflnefs.— You i«riH, therefore, forward your orders to ^h 
** when and where the : Convention is to meet with any oAer 
^ \iAviiSSaKkA or irfonnation you may judge neceffary ; we ftall 
- . ' « inftruit 



« inftrua our delegate, refpeftlng the number and ftrengdi of 
^ our focieties, and are happy to fraternize with you in anything 
^ that may tend to promote the general good. 

** We remain your*s, 
• *« Straihaven^ ^ In the caufe of Liberty, 

^ i)th Jpril, 1794. « For the United Societies as above, 

« JLEJT, MITCHELL, Secretary. 

** For the Lendan Correfpcnding SocUty, 

« Dire<a to Alex. MitchelU M^ufacSurer, 
** Strathaven, County of Lanark, 

^^ Mr. r. Hardy^ Shemaker, 

^ No. 9, Piccadilly^ LondonJ"* 



«< 



** Newcastle-upok-Tyne, t^h Aprils i794«^ 
By defire of a number of friends to a radical reform in the 
** Conftitution here, I make free to trouble you.— We five in a 
^ place where an Ariftocrat Magiftracy endeavours to flop the 
" genial and benign Spirit of National Liberty from fpreading, 
** notwithftanding a very great number are found here that dare 
^ aflert the natural and unalienable Rights of Man, and bear 
** their teftimony againft the tyrannical encroachments of 
** afliimed power on thofe rights. — ^ A good number have formed 
** themfelves into focieties, and meet weekly, admitting none 
** but known friends ; and have aflumed no name but that of 
** News-paper Companies ;. thefe were in great fpirits while the 
*^ Britifh Convention continued to aft, but after their fupprefBon, 
*' a damp was caft on the whole. — Subfcriptions were ready to 
« be fent off the very night they were fuppreffed, and the 
** Gazetteer ftopped, which has fince been remitted to London, 
^ for the ufe of the perfecuted worthies, Muir and' Palmer. — • 
** Being charmed with your mafterly and bold approbation of the 
** coiidufl: of your Delegates and noble Martyrs for Truth, 
" Margarot and Gerrald,* and find your name figtied Secretary 
'* to the Correfponding Society, we wifli to copy your example^ 
*' and beg, if you think us worth your notice, give us y6Ur 

E e 2 " views 
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^ views and intenlions, as foon as convenient^ which^ I ho^^ 
^ will be a meana to ftimulate and Increafe our numbers- Left. 
** this fhould not come to you^ as I have an uncertain diredioni 
" I forbear troubling you more at prefect, in hopes of being 
** favoured with- your future correfpondence. — Farewell, hoping 
** the hydra of Tyranny and Impofition iball foon fall under the 
" guillotine of Truth and Reafon, 

** Your's, with all due refpeft, &c. 
^ Mr. Hardingy No. 9, er 19, Piccadilly^ London.**' 



Mr. Garrow. This, which was found in Hardy's pofleflJoii, 

purports to be an anfwer to the laft. 

« iji Maf, 1794. 
" Citizen, 

•* It is with pleafure the London Correfponding Society hear 
^' that a fociety on a fimilar plan, and with' the fame patriotic 
" objects in view, is likely to be eftablifhed at Newcaftle uppn 
" Tyne, If ever a crifis arrived that required the exertions of the 
" people tg ftop the torrent of corruption, infamy, and defpotifm 
** that feems likely to overwhelm them, it is the prefent. In 
*' God's name, then, let us ufe thefe exertions. We are called 
** upon by every thing that is dear to us, as men and as Chriftians. 
** Thecaufe of truth and liberty muft finally be omnipotent ; 
" therefore doubt not that the glorious reign of liberty and 
^^ equality will ere long be eftablifhed ; and modem govern- 
** ments, with every appendage of wickednefs and corruption, 
•* will, flee, in time, from their gemal influence, as beafts of prey 
•* to their dens of rapine and darknefs from the rifing fun. The 
^ London Correfponding Society have beheld with indignation 
" the rapid advances of defpotifm in Britain, and are ready cor- 
** dially to unite with every other fociety in the three kingdoms, 
** who have for their objeft a full and efl^e<Elual reprefentation of 
" the people i they therefore Have deputed fix of their members to, 
" meet fix of the members of the Society for Conftitutional 
** Information, to form a committee of correfpondence and co-» 
** operation. This conunittee meets regularly twice a week, 
^ at No, 2, Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where any member dele- 

• « gated ^ 
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« gated by your fociety will meet with every information re* 
" quired. We inclofc you a few of our Refolutions entered into at 
« dur General Meeting, on the 14th of April, which will be 
" fulRciently explanatory 0/ our fentiments and views. We 
•^ heartily unite with you in wifhing fliat the hydra of Tyranny 
*^ and Impofition may foon fall under the guillotine of Truth and 
^ Reafon/' 



<* 5rj/?^/, a4i*^r/V, 1794, 
'«* Fellow Citizen, 

^ You may be fenfible, from our laft communication, that, in 
*' the infancy of our patriotic efibrts, we had many difficulties to 
" overcome, and many ftrong prejudices to combat. We laid 
^ open to you our real (ituation ; we told you our determination 
^ to addrefs the public, and aiTured you of our unalterable perfe- 
<* verance in the glorious ciufe of freedom.— This perfeverance, 
** however, and thefe exertions of an individual fociety, can but 
" little avail, if the focfeties in the different parts of the kingdom 
^ are in themfelves difunited, or do not aid and affifl each 
•* other, agreeable to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity 
" which they fo warmly profefs. Under this idea, we conceive 
** ourfelves treated with a degree of incivifm, by yo^r fociety not 
^* anfwering our laft letters j the reafons may be good.— At pre* 
^ fent, we are candid enough to confefs that the circumfttnce 
^ does not appear to us in the moft favourable point of view* 
" Our Addrefs, of which we fend you a few copies, we find tQ 
<^ have a good effect, and is likely to beget us the affiftance of 
<^ many friends, while ouf enemies acknowledge there is fome'-t 
^^ thing very fair and reafonable in the production. This is an 
^ abfolute victory; and we have reafon to congratulate ourfelves 
•* on the prcfpeS of fuccefs it opens to us. With a mixture! of 
<*pain and'plcafure, we faw an account of your laft General 
^ Meeting. We lament tfiat the ftrong hand of Defpotifm Ihpuld 
*< fo often interfere to prevent the aflertion of the rights of the 
^ people, while we rejoice in your inanly conftitutional per- 
*^ feverance, aiid applaud and approve your refblution of forming 
^ another, general convention. Our incitafing numbers give us 

£e3 ♦•Uvery 
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» every reafonable hope of foon being able more efTeduaUy 
*f to co-operate with you i while, for the reafons formerly ftated, 
** we cannot yet make a pofitive promife on that head. We ^ope 
" for an immediate aijfwer. Favour us with your opinion of our 
** Addrefs, and tranfmit a (ketch of your plan refpefting the 
^ general convention. 

" By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by 
<< the-BrifloI Conftifattional Society. 
<* ThMMS HarJyy No.<)^ Piccadilly^ London:' 

[Mo Jignature.l 

Norwich Societiesy TJ^hJpriL^ 1794. 
<* Citizen Hardy, 
" It is with great fatisfaftion we view the manly conduft of 
*' you and your . colleagues, efpecially when furrounded, as you 
* are, by a domineering ariftocracy, who,.notwithftanding their 
" great blufter, are but chicken-hearted : witnefs our Norfolk 
^ Quixotes, who^ after being completely foiled at the County 
^ Meeting, were determined to fubfcribe to fupport an armed 
^ ariftocracy. B.ut pray tell it not in the metropolis, that a 
^ Noble Marquis fubcfribed no more than £, aoo, and another 
<« high-penfioncd Lord but ;^. lOO; an Alderman anJ Leader, 
** and very fierce for church and king, the enormous fum of £.201 
^ «* thefe are the men who are ready to. fpend their lives and for- 
^ tune^ — ^But enough of fuch privileged beings. We fhould be 
^ glad to know whether the friends of the people confent to a 
^^"^ convention,, and whether thej- will take an a£live part. 

« Pleafe to accept of a few of our biBs. We fhould efteem it 
^a tavour that you would fend us;<i few of your late De- 
^ clarations, v :j 

'« P.S. Many of our friends are fully convinced of the ne- 
^^ ceflityj legality and rationality -of a convention; but, query, 
<' whether the time be expedient, 

y'^^yjMES BJGGy Chairman. 

i'9'i^lSJINT, Secretary:* 

■'■*sft: 

• • • ••: lu^ 
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^ Hereford^ May I Ith^l'J^^. 
' «SlK, . .' \ 

** I have repeatedly feen ypiir name in the newfpapersf, as Re- . 
^ cretary to a certain inftitution called die -London Gorrefpon<fing 
« Society. But from my inquiries in the country, I have not 
•'yet been able to acquire a kno^Hledge of the rales of the 
*• fociety, nor the precife purpofe for which it' has been 
" eftaMiftiei If their defign is to increafe tlie knowledge of 
'^ the community, I reaJly think it laudable ^nd ftafonaWte, i»nd 
^ fliould be glad to avail myfelf of their informatipnf J tev^it 
*' therefore troubled- you with this letter, requefting fome ^£COi|al 
*' of the rules of the fociety, the objeftthey have in ytew^ and th» 
" means they purfue to obtaiait. Any information of this fort 
^ would be extremely gratifying to, 

« Sir, ^ : > 

" Your moft humble fervant, 

« JOSEPH POWELL.^ 
" Addrefs to Jofeph Powdl, S4U'veyor; to be left at the 

" Sun Tavern, Hereford. . 

M Mr. Hardyy N(L()^ Piccjadilly^JLozidon.'\ - , ■ : 

^^PoftpaiA" - ■ 

. " Fellpw Citizen, 

'' In anfwer to your letter dated the .i,2Jth ult. I am defired tQ 
'' inform you, the London Correfponding Society Ijave in view 
*^ not only the glorious defign of ii\creafing the knowledge of the 
*^ comnuinity, but of redreffmg theLr. grievances. This the^ 
'' hope to do by ftr^ining every nerye in uiiipn with other fpcieties 
*' already eftabli/bed, and eftablifhing, in every paft of the king-* 
^ dom, to procure univerfal fuffrage^ and annual parliaments^ as 
*' thp only Jikejy meacbs |o annihilate the prefent moft abominable 
" fyftem Qf corruption, and jto ftpp the rapid advances of 
*' Defpotifm— a monfter whpfe hideous features need only be esc- 
5^ pofed lo render \t an pbJe<St ^f univerfaj tjerrpr and detefta- 
" tipn, buj: whofe gaudy trappings have Ipp bng dazzled th« 
^ eps of i?ttr .cpiu<rym.en. 

Ee4 ^*Ta 
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• Tc CKpofe vice, to paint virtue in its true colours, to acquaint 
« our fellow citizens with their dcarcft rights, the rights of man.-, 
•« Wid, by a broOerlj lunoa, give them an opportunity ^ de- 
^ nm^H thoTe rights, arc the « meamr we ufe j and we doubt 
If not) but in exerting thoTe means, we are doii^ our duly to 
^ OckI and our country; for, as Pope lays, 

. •• Jove fixt it certain, that whatever day 
^ Made man a flave, took half his worth away." 
•• We invite you, and your fellow citizens, to join with us in 
•* tfie £une glorious caufe. From us you may depend on every 
^ information and affiftance ; th^ mode of obtaining which, you 
** will Ihortly learn by a circular letter. 

« r. HAR D r, Secretary. 
^ Herewith you receive a few of the proceedings of our laft 
* ** General Meeting. 

(Jndorfed) *« Copy of anfvver to Hereford," 



Mr^ 6 arrow. I now propofe to read a letter from a focicty at 
SHeiSeld, addrefied to the prifoner, it does not appear that an^ 
part of it is in his hand-writing ; it is found in the poileffion of 
Thdwall) who, as your Lordfhip recollefts, appears to have 
be^ in fome inftances an agent of that London Correfponding 
Society of which Hardy was Secretary, 

Mr. Erjktne. The principle upon which the laft piece of 
evidence was admitted was very diftin<£Uy ftated by your Lord- 
fliips, tHat it mi^ht be evidence to fhow a confpiracy lb called^ 
yet would not go to affe£t the prifoner unleft it could be 
brought home to him. The only remark I make upon this i^ 
how does it appear to be the fame Sheffield Society with which 
this Society was in correfpondence ? Is it .written in the fiinc 
hand-writing ? Does It profefs to be written by die ftmc perfon 
who before correfponded with the Prifoner ? 

Mr. G arrow. We do not ftate this is the Sheffield focicty 
with which they correfponded; I ftate it to be ifrom a focitty 
a^ $heiEeld with which town they were in toitl^pondeiice, 
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fcgned by a perfon purporting to be a Secretary ; but if nqr 
Friend$ obje£l to it, we will not trouble them to argue it. 

Mr. Erjkine, I ccrt2unly*do objeft to- it. " " ^ 

Lord Chief Jujttce Eyre. I thlrik this letter is iii a diflfefcitf 
£tuatibn from the othen It is a letter purporting to conve from 
one of thefe focieties ; it is addrefled to the Prifoner, and it h 
found in the hands of a perfon afFedied by the evidence^ at leaft 
to involve him in this confpiracy, 

Mr^ William Tims (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ Are you one of his Majefty's Meffcngers ? 

j/- Yes. 

^ Did you feiz^ any papers at the houfc of ThelwaB ? 

^p Some few that were on his perfon. 

^ You put your name on thofe that you feized? 

J. I did. 

^. Is this one you found upon Thclwall ? 

^, It is. 

The letter read: 

*< Sheffield^ May tlth^ 1794. 
« Friend and F^ttow Citizen, 

^ The friends of peace and reform in Halifex, having held a 
^ General Public Meeting in the open air, on Monday, April 
•* 2ift, I794> at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakc- 
•* field, Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood^ 

* the friend? of Freedom after the meeting agreed to hold a 

* General Meeting of delegates at Brlftol, in order to confide^ 
♦* on the meafures to be adopted by them, preparatory to a Ge- 
** neral Convention, after which our worthy friend Citizen 
« — ^^ — ^ of Halifex, being ordered to Sheffield, to get the 
•< Proc^ings of the Meeting printed^ and confult with us 
^ upon the fubjeA, they were advifed by us to defer at pre- 
^ fent the meeting pf delegates until further information from 
♦* you on that fubjeft; I was, dicrefore, ordered at our laft 
" Committee Meeting to write to you, requefting the favour of 
^^ as early intelligence as poffible pn that important bufmefs/ 

« Wc 



« Wc arc not in the Icaft intimidated in Sheffield, as we can 
<* call jttid hold a public Meeting whenever circumftances ten- 
** der the lame ncceflaiyi befides in the houfe, where I refide* 
^ wfi have a large CQmmodious room^ where the Society can 
** peaceably meet in rotation, 

« By order of the Committee, 

" WILLIAM BROPMHElAD, Secretary/ 

Afr. William Scozt again called. . 

Mr, Garrow, Was this paper found in the poileffion of Mr, 
Skirving. 

J. Yes. 

The paper read, 

" The delegation from Glafgow moves, that the Conrentioii 
•* take into their confideraticMi, the nature and e^ctent of a 
** Refolution adopted by their conftituents, and by moft of the 
*^ other focieties in Scotland, and afiberwards ratified and approved 
^ of at the General Convention held at Edinburgh, in Decem- 
" ber, 1792 ; the import of vHbich was, that if any member of 
" their fociety, aflbciated for the purpofe of obtaining a Parlia- 
•* tncntary Reform fhould, while, in <he legal prqfeicutijwi of 
** that objedl be oppreffed or perfscuted by the arm of pow^r, 
^ they fhould not only meet with the afliftance of tilic focietj^ 
♦' to which they belong, but alfo with the united efFoi:ts of all theii: 
*• brethren in Scotland^ 

<* Since the above period, however, we are forry to fay, fe.T 
*' veral of our peinbers have been perfecuted, aiad that m ^ 
" moll: wanton manner i and the. above Refplution (which if 
" duly put in force, would, we hu.mbly apprehend, h^ve the 
** happy etFecSfc of emboldening tbpfe who have already come 
•* forward, and of encouraging others who have jiot yet taken 
** any aftivc prt to unite their efforts in the general caufe)^ 
*' has never yet been attended to. . 

" We therefore humbly move, that the Convention take into 

♦* confideration the above particulars, and confider what meax 

• « iures may be moft conducive towards the performance of th© 

" •*< obligation 
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^ obligation we lye under, in confequence of that Refolu^jlon, 
*' and thereby Ihew to the world, that we are not unmindful of 
** thofe who have already fuffered, or may in future fuffer, in 
" their Country's Caufe. 

. " By order of the Delegation, 

'* JOHN GARTLY- 
<* Edinhurgby OBober Tpth^ 1793." 

Mr, Edward Lauzun again cdled. * 

Mr. Garrow. Where did you find thi& paper ? 
A In Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

The paper read^ 
^ Sir, 
*' Your letter of the 14th inftant addrefled to the chairman of 
** the Society for Conftitutional Information, W3« read at 'the 
** laft Meeting, and I hare the pleafure to fend you their fefo- 
** lution on the fame. * 

** I have the*honor to be. Sir, 

*' your moft obedient fervant, 

« D. ADAMS, 

" Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
** 4, Tooks Courts June ig, 1792." 

" At a Meeting held Friday, June 15th, 1792. 
" Refolved, 

*' That the Secretary be defired to inform the Secretary of the 
** London Correfponding Society, that this Society receive their 
** propofal with pleafure, and are willing to admit fuch fix of 
" the members whom they &all nominate, to be afibciated mem-» 
^ bers of this Society. 

^ By direiaiori of the Society you will receive 200 printed 
*' Refolves on the late proclamation. • . ; 

*^ Landon Conjiitutional Society. •-. 

"Addreffed Mr. Hardy," 

Indorfed *^ Received June 19, 1792, with 200 copies of thejr 
^ Refolutions on the proclamation. 

^ And accjuaintlng us they would admit fix of our Members.** 
5 A paper* 
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A paper (hewn to Alexander Grant which he faid he belic\«cl 
to be the Prifoner's hand-writing. 

Mr. Garrow. This feems the beginning of the con«e£lioii 
of the two Societies, 

The Utter read^ 
* Sir, 

•* In the name of the London Corrcfpondiiig Society, I have 
^ to return thanks to the fociety for Conilitutional Informacioni 
^ for their prefent of 200 copies of their refolutions, refpedting 
^ the King's proclamation ; as alfo for the 200 copies of Mr. 
* Paine's letter, &c. Likewifc Mr, Paine's letter to Mr. Se- 
^ cretary Dundas ; by care, in the diftribution of them, thofe 
^ 600 papers ihall be feen by as many thoufand perions, 

**' We find ourfelves highly favoured by your rcadinefs, to ad- 

^ mit fix of our Members among you. I am diredted to forward 

<^ to you the following fix names, as the perfons diofen by our 

^ fociety for that honourable purpofe \ our fenfe of the favour, 

•* fo conferred, will be bcfl exprefled by their clofc attendance 

•* at your inilrudlive Meetings, and conftant endeavours to for- 

•♦ ward the fo beneficial and fo much wanted Reform of Parlia- 

^ mcntary reprefentotion. , 

« I am, Sir, 

« July 6, 1792. *« With great refpeft, 

^ Mr. D. Adams'^ " Your very humble Servant, 

^ THOMAS HARDY Secretary/' 

«Thc fix perfons chofen were Mr, Hardy, Mr. Margarot, Mr, 
« Richter, Mr, Littlejohn, Mr. Grant, and Mr, Gow. 
Mr. Daniel Adams (Sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 

^ I think you were fome time Secretary, to the ConftUu.tional 
Society? 

J. Yes. 

j^. Were thcfe the books in whicfe their procceding$ for*mc 
time were entered ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Are the entries of the proceedings of the Society regularly 
made in thefe books ? 

>. Yes. ^ 



Thi follnvirtg pr(xeeding$ were nadfrifn me of the hookst 
*' At a Meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavcrii^ 
•* Strand, Friday, July 13, i/gz. 

• ' "PRESENT, 

" Mn Johfi Martin in the chair. 
« Mr. Tooke, Mn Froft, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Pai^, Dr. Max- 
« well, Mr. Hull, Mr. Shar|)e, Mr. Pearfon, Dr* Kentiflx 
« Mr. Sturch, Mr. Conftable, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Rim- 
** ington, Captain Harwood, Mr. Bulh, Mr. Bu(h, junior, 
" Mr. Choppin, Mr. Bakewell, Mr. Hind, Lord . Sempillf 
" Mr. Jennings, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Adams, 
« Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Chatfield. 

** The following fix gentlemen recommended by the- Lon- 
** don Correfponding Society, to be aiTociated members of this 

* Society, were iinantmoufly elc6ted.'* 

" Mr. Hardy, Mr.Margarot, Mr.Richter, Mr.Littlejohn, Mr. 
^ Grant, and Mr. Gow. 

" At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
*' held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, July 

• 20th, 1792. 

" PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Froft in the Chair, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Lord Sempill, Dr. 
" Edwards, Mr. Bonney, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. J. Williams^ 
« Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Choppin, Mr. Bailey, Col. Keating, 
** Mr. Bulh, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Afpinal, Mr.- 
^ Bufli, jun. Mr. Gow, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Grant, Mr. 
** Moore, Mr. John Martin, Capt. Perry, Rev. Dr. Towers." 
" The Committee appointed to take into confideration Mr. 

** Paine's letter, reported that they think it will not be advifable 

" for the Society to undertake the truft, 

^ Refolved, That the faid Committee be now diflblvcd. ' 

« Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to confider of the 

" manner in which the Society fhali communicate to Mr. Paine 

<* Acir detetminstfion concerning his offer of £, looOy in truft, ta 

** be applied as Ae Society ihall think proper. 

*« Refolved, 
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<<Rerglvea» That Ac £dd Committee confift of Mr.Bufhy 
^. Rev. Dr. Towers, Capt, Periy, Mr. I. H* Tooke, Lord Sem- 
*'pill, Mr.M.Bufti, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Choppin, and Mr* 
^^ Balmanno ; and that the iaid Committee meet at jix o'clock, 
" at the Crown and Anchor Tavern.'* 

- ' Mr, B^er. Thcfe books were among the papers that were 
feiaed at your koufe by the Mefflcnger ? 

. j^. Were thefe books open t« the infpeftion of the' Society 
when the Society were fitting ? • 

A. They were on the table; 

i^. Open to the infpedion of the members ? 

J. If they thought proper. 

J^. Were they ever read ? 

J. The minutes of the former meeting were generally read 
the firft thing in. the proceedings of the next. 



ERRATA. 

^ge 34'y line 269 fead at Ifts coronation^ by which he promUcs and fwears* 

Page 38, line 1^, for our, read your. 

Page 40, lime 261 for alluding, ne^d according/ 

ID ' f line 17, read to fay-that they could be capa&Ie. 
Page 45, linf y read in this refpefl cannot but. 

' One 9, after is, infiead of a Semkohn^ iitjerta Peri$d* 
Page 62, line 26, read in this rcfpedi. 
Pdg/S^y lirm 2, fer of fbe King, read of the Kirtg. 
Stige 64,. luut 16 and 19, dele but in which. ' 
Pii^f ^5^ /ijfe 2 5, fir dependancy, read depebdance. 
Page %o, Infi line but one, for invited the affiliation, read invited affiliation. 
Pagi t(J3, line 12, for it, read them. 
P^age itif> line t^i f^ why, read it was. . 
Page 121, line 25, tf/z^r people, if^ert a Period- 
Page I39> liMe 23> nt^ which is not yet mature* 
Page iS4, tint 2^ r^i having or claiming. 
Page 246, /ittf iji for opprefHons, read opprellbrs. 
Page 3^v Aw 3oi dif/tf "** that."** 
90^e 37J, yifv 2^ j^44l £&( iwrfMPr, injert a Ctirfgid after iatempctate^ aid dsU the Commn 

^r^r expreffions. • . . ^ 

Ptfj^f 3^76, %« 9»/^ prefs, rM<f pafs.' 

* THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 



